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PREFACE 


ASDBESSED TO PABENTS AND 


To* write even a few words of introduction to 
children, would I believe be useless, inasmuch 
as young people shun prefaces, as dry and unin- 
teresting. In no case is it advisable to say 
intich : but to elder persons I may perhaps be 
allowed to give a few words of explanation, re- 
specting the design of this little work 

some time past my own c iaildreurhave 
fi'eqiiently asked me to write %>ook fo- them: 
deeming that what Mamma ” wrote would be 
more pleasing than ordinary books. They were 
Slfeady weU-acquainted with Scriptui*e narra- 
tives, so beautifully simplified in such works as 
''Peep Day,” “Line upon line,” etc., and now 
required, - for Sunday reading, something mote 



^iSlaMg^' tkh .Bible. . ^ i^BOii|ght •i^^yamufof 
^a% Suxi^r 

day bodks for tl!e j 

history, — very goxd as far as they go, — but 
which do jiot tOKe in all I required. -For in- 
stance, — I have not unfrequently met with 
works in which interesting things are related 
of lions, bears, eagles, locusts, serpents, etc., but 
none (as far as I know) which said something 
about every anim^, bird, insect, reptile, etc., 
mentioned in Holy Writ. It was to interest 
my own children in each creature thus alluded 
to, that the follo\yng pages were written. ‘ How 
far they may .prove equally interesting to other 
young readers, I know not. May I be allowed 
to say, it has been my aim to interest and in- 
*struct, and at the same time avoid tliat which 
might prove wearisome by dwelling too much 

on Qile subjefe*^^ ^ 

t \ r 

I believe that by a less simple style of lan- 
guage, I might sometimes have introduced wo 
or terms, calculated to render sentences less 
.abrupt and more euphonius; but I did not 
write merely for critical approval, ancL think 
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that the youtig readers themselves, will prefer the 
book as it is, iri its unpreten^g simplicity of 
language. ^ hope also that 4i Sunday schools, 
teachers may sometimes find this little volume 
of use, as I think the lan^t^e wjU be clear 
enough even for those who have not had the 
advantages of a good education. 

■ 

In conclusion, let me earnestly hope that my 
efforts to instruct may gain for my dear young 
readers some quiet Sunday hours ; that the 
"continual dew of God’s blessing” may ever 
rest upon them, their parents, and teachers : and 
that as they grow in years, they may grow in 
^grace, and in the knowledge of God and Jesus 
Christ, and hereafter "be numbered with His 
saints in glory everlasting.” , 


>i. J. H. H. 
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ANIMALS OF Tap BIBLE. 


There are maiy animals mentioned in the Bible, 
aud these of very different kinds. There are 
tame and wild, clean and unclean animals ; some 
of them are gentle and useful servants to man, 
others are destructive and fierce, and occasionally 
used by God for the purpose of i)unisliing wicked 
people for their sins. 

God did not create animals until the sixth day 
(Gen. i. 24, 25), just before He formed man ig 
His own image. God did not make the beasts, 
bii and fishes, alone for the service oli man, 
but lor His own praise and glory, as you may read 
in l*salrn cxlviii. 10. All the^ beasts, whethftr 
wild or tame, belong to God : H^ says, speaking 
His Spirit, in one of the psalms, '^very 
beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon 
a thousand hills. 1 know all the fowls of th^ 
mountains, and tlie wild beasts of the 'field are 
mine, if I were hungry, I would not tell tboe; 
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for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof” 
(Psa. 1. 10 — 1 2.) From this, dear children, you 
see, not only arc alf beasts God’s property, but 
He knows each one, however smalj, and provides 
for their wants and/ food. 

After God had treated Adam, and placed him 
in the garden of Eden, He brought before him 
all the beasts and birds to see what he would 
call them, and wlvitever names Adam gave them, 
by them they were afterwards known. (Gen. ii. 
19, 20.) In those bright and happy days Adam 
knew no sin, and the wdld beasts had not lea'.yit 
to be fierce, bloody, and cruel, as many now arc. 
There was no savage lion, roaring after the gentle 
lamb ; no glaring-€wed tiger, seizing upon the 
hannless kid; no ravenous eagle, ready to pounce 
on the pretty partridge ; or cruel hawk, wisliing 
to kill the sweet-voiced little lark. All lived 
together in joy and harmony; but when Adam 
and Eve sinr^d, then botli man and beasts be- 
came-vicious and cruel, and have continual so 
ever since. But we read of a blessed time yet to 
dbine, when “thie wolf also shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down witli the 
kid ; ^nd the calf and the young lion and tLnw 
fatling together; and a little child shall lead 
, them. And the cow and the bear shall feed ; 
their young ones shall lie down togetlMir ; and 
the lion sh^ eat straw like the ox. <*And the 
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sucking cfiild shall play on the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall f)ut his hand on the 
cockatrice’ den.” (Isa. xi. 6—8 ; Ixv. S5.) And 
when shall this blessed time be ? — When Tesus 
shall come to reign among lljs people. When 
wars and fightings shall cease, and wlien all na- 
tions shall know God, and His Gospel shall be 
spread abroad, even as the waters now cover 
the sea. 

God gave Adam power over all fishes, birds, 
beasts, and iniif^ots (see Gen. i. 26, 27), and im- 
printed, even in these dumb animals, a know- 
ledge and fear of man as his master (Psa. viii. 
7) ; which God again mentions after the flood, 
to Noah (Gen. ix. 2) ; at the same time tcdling him 
He had given to him and his seed, the beasts, 
fowls, and green herbs for food. There was one 
thing, liowever, that was forbidden. Man miglit 
eat the flesh of animals, but not the blood, be- 
cause it was the life. Some people now use the 
bloo(, of animals, believing that God only^forbade 
it to the Jqv'^. This is a mist»\ce. Long befoi^ 
the Law was given to the Israelites, God forbade 
it to Noah. St. Paul also forbids the i^se of 
teood, after the Law of Moses had passed away. 
So you see God meant that always to be a law, 
as He also meant the Sabbath to be. always* 
kept, by ^^eaking of it in ditferent ages. 

Can you tell me what is the great differeiMie 
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between beasts and men ? It is not their four 
feet, or haiiy coat, ^one which makes the dis- 
tinction. It is, thax God has given man a soul 
as well as a body, which the beasts have not. 
They cannot speak dr think; they have no under- 
standing like ours ; they can know nothing of 
Him who, in the beginning, formed them by the 
word of His power. And when they die, they . 
perish for evermore. (See Psalm xlix. 12 — 15.) 
God has, however, given to beasts a kind of sense 
called instinct, which teaches them how to pro- 
vide for themselves food ; and a power to guard 
against danger to some extent, and also to pro- 
vide for the comfort and safety of their young ^ 
ones. More than this, most of them can under- ; ' 
stand kindness, and repay it with gratitude. 
Almost all animals may be tamed or subdued, ^ 
however fierce naturally ; and it is their instinct 
Vhich gives them power to learn habits of i 
obedience and submission. It is sad when we 1 
think how often the sins of man bring suffering ^ 
upon the pooiV beasts, which know not why ’ 
they suffer for want of food or water in times of 
fami«e and pestilence, sent by God to punish 
wicked persons. (See, for proofs, Joel i. 18 — -^0. 
Haggai i. 11.) . ■ 

Very early the skins of animals were made 
;iiseful, and most likely they were killed for the 
, pmpose. When Adam and Eve sinned, they 
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needed clpthes to cover themselves, and God 
Himself made them coats of the skins of beasts. 
(Gen. iil 21.) Perhaps thelfee clothes were made 
from the skins of the animals used in sacrifices, 
which God commanded as soon as Adam sinned; 
the* shedding of the innocent* aninyirs blood be- 
ing to show them, and make them think, of the 
great Sacrifice of Jesus Christ, to take place 
many years after ; which blood should save all 
wlio trusted in Him. If their coats were, also 
made from the animals so slain, was it not a 
^pe of that it)be of Christ’s righteousness which 
J&e, our Great Sacrifice, has made, and which 
hides our sins and iniquities, as the skins hid 
the nakedness of Adam and Eve ? 

Very early God put distinctions betweenbcasts : 
some He called clean, some unclean. Wlien 
Noah went into the ark, he was to take seven of 
every kind of dean beast or bird, and only two 
eac'h of the undean. (Gen.'vii. 2.) But it u^s 
not until Moses gave the Law, that we have a 
list given of their names, — about wljicli I am 
going to tell you presently.*. The clean beasts 
only, of course, were used in sacrifices ; but God 
J'orhade, in the Second Commandment, ^le like- 
ness of aynj beast to be made or worshipped by 
man, — thougli, as you will remember, the com- 
man(Jj was constantly brokeif, not only by the 
heatheg, but by the Jews themselves ; while even 
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in this day of light and knowledge, •there are 
still thousands — nay, millions — wlio worship 
beasts, bir^, and rej)tiles, and know not “the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” 

Solomon, tjie wisest of men, wrote a history 
of beasts. (1 Kings iv. 23.) Would you not 
like to have read that history ? But unhappily 
it is lost, and therefore w’e cannot know what 
the wise man thought of animals. But there 
are many useful lessons to be learnt from these 
dumb creatures ; many things in wdiich, wntlji 
only their imperfect knowledge, they put man 
to shame. 

I will begin, then, with the clean animals of 
the Bible, and afterwards go on wntli the unclean, 
according to the list which Moses, in his Ltiw, 
lias given us. 



PART i. 




THE OX; HEIFER; BULL on BULLOCK; 

, COW OR CALF. 

• 

All those names refer to the same kind of ani- 
mal, one of which, the cow, you know well by 
and often partake also of the rich milk 
wliich she- provides. The ox was a very common 
and useful animal in Palestine, and God promised 
to bless* the increase of it, as it was so valuable 
to llis people. (Dent. vii. 13; xxviii. 4.) Oxen 
always, therefore, formed a ])art of the riches of 
gT(‘at people in early times : Abraham, Lot, Jsaac, 
and Jacob, had many, and Job had five-hun- 
dred yoke of oxen. Joseph's brethren had many 
when tluw came into Egypt ; and when the 
Israelites left that country, they had ver}'»many 
flocks and herds. Of all the tribes of Israel, 
ho\A^ever, Heuben and Gad seem to have had the^ 
greatest number of cattle ; perhaps because they 
were les!.^ warlike, and had more time to atteivi 
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to them. They had therefore land given to 
them on the east side Jordan, where there was 
plenty of grass for their flocks. 

Persons who take care of oxen are called 
herdsmen : the Prophet Amos followed this oc- 
cupation. The herdsmen used, for driving the 
animals, what is called an ox-goad. This goad 
is often mentioned in the Bible. It was a pole, 
nine or ten feet in length ; at one end it had 
a sharp point, w’hich was used both to urge on 
the oxen and also to guide and direct them, as 
they had no reins. This goad had, at the other 
end, a sort of chisel, or sharp knife, useful for 
cutting away weeds or thorns, in ploughing. 

In ceiiain days of Saul’s reign, the Philistines 
had dominion over Israel, and took from them 
all their w^eapons except their goads, — for sharp- 
ening which they were allowed a file.* When 
the Apostle Paul (then called Saul) was a wicked 
persecutor of good people, Jesus appeared to him 
on hi^. journey, and said, — “I am. Jesus, whom 
thou poi’secutest : it is hard for thee to kick 
sfgainst the pricks.” (Acts ix. 5.) Which means 
that he was rebelling against Jesus, even as an 
ox kicks against the goad, and in doing bq , 
wounds itself far more than if it had received 
its correction quietly. So does the sinner, re- 
belling against God, make for himself a far 
heavier load of sin to bear hereafter. 
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Many ai»i various are the uses of oxen — bulls 
and cows. Every part of them, even after death, 
is good for some purpose. ’ But you may read 
about this on the week-day ; my object now is 
only to tell you such things as shall lead you 
to understand what the Bible^ says about these 
creations. 

We read in the Scriptures of oxen carrying bur- 
dens, drawing waggons, and ploughing. Elisha, 
when called by Elijah, was doing this work with 
tw^elve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the 
•Ijj-st. This does not mean that he had twenty- 
* four oxen all yoked to one plough, but that he, 
in company with other neighbours, were plough- 
ing together. This is still done in Palestine, as 
the land is not divided into fields as it is in 
England. Oxen w^ere also used for treading out 
the corn, that is, separating it from the chaff or 
rubbish ; and in doing so God gave a command 
that their mouths were not to be muzzled (Dent. 
XXV. 4), fastened ujj, so as to prevent them from 
eating some of the food they w^re wrrking to 
prepare for others. This is an emblem of Goi’s 
ministers, who ought to be allowed to share the 
riches of those for w^hom they labour. Purely, 
all really good people will wish to show their 
gratitude to their ministers, by giving freely to 
them ef their abundance. (See 1 Cor. ix. 9.) Oxen 
have alTTays been much used for food. Under 
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the Mosaic law they were also consiteiiitly used 
for sacrifices. Of this I will tell you more pre- 
sently. Though dumb creatures, oxen are not 
without quickness. The prophet (Is. i. 3), says, 
“ The ox knoweth his owner,” but complains Uiat 
Israel did not know his God who had made him, 
and been so good to him. There are many laws 
in the Eible about the ox. Of these you may 
readi n the Books of Moses. In the Fourth Com- 
mandment, the cattle were to have rest as 'well 
as man ; and in the Tenth an especial command 
is given, that no one is to covet fiis neigliboui;’s 
ox. Of course it was not to be worshi])i>ed, and 
yet how many times do w’e read of this command 
being disobeyed. 

The Egyptians had their sacred bulls, and very 
soon after the Israelites left their own land in 
the w'ilderness, they made an image of a calf 
(which eats hay and grass) from their golden 
ornaments, and fell down and worKshi})])ed it. 
Jcrobqam made two golden calves, and placed 
them in<.Dan and Bethel, — one at each end of 
his kingdom, — and even helped to w'orshi]) them 
himself. Very terrible were God’s judgments 
for thi* sin, on both king and people. All tlie 
first-born of cows, belonging to the children of 
Israel, were to be the Lord’s for sacrifice, as 
were the first-born of some other clean animals. 
Pieces of the flesh of oxen were sometimes sent 
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to rouse the«Israelites to battle. (See 1 Sam. xi. 
7.) Solomon made a molten sea of brass, which 
stood upon twelve oxen (1 King vii. 35), — they 
being emblems of strength and power. There are 
many things in the Bible compared to animals 
of this kind. A foolish young mau is said to 
be like an ox led to slaughter, when going in- 
to sill. (Prov. vii. 22, etc.) Bulls, which were 
often fierce and unmanageable, are coiiii)ared to 
cruel enemies (asinPsa. xxii. 12). David says, 
“ ^Maiiy bulls have com})assed me : strong bulls 
of IJaslian have* beset me round.” (Also Psa. 
Ixviii. 30.) And repentant sinne]‘s arc described 
as being like a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke, 
or harness, you wouid perliaps call it (Jer. xxxL 
J8.) Egypt and Ephraim are compared to fair 
heifcLS, in their sins. (Jer. xlvi. 20 ; Hosea x. 11.) 
And Israel was .said to be like a backsliding 
heifer : that means one which .slips back instead 
of going straight forward. (Ilosea iv. 10; x. 11.) 

Some remarkable things arc told us of ^^ine, 
or cows. Ill Pharauh’s dream, which Jose])!! 
explained to him, he saw fat aiia lean kine: thcsev^ 
meant years of plenty arid years of famine. And 
ilo you roinemher two poor cows who left tlieir 
calves, and guided by God, took hack the Ark 
to the Israelites ? If not, read it in 1 Sam., 
chai:)ter 

Calves were always considered delicate and. 
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good food. Abraham prepared at calf for the < 
angels who visited him. The witch of En-dor, 
that wicked woman, who pretended to talk to i 
spirits, killed and cooked one for king Saul, the 
night before his death. And do you not remember 
the prodigal son, who, when sorry for his' sins, 5 
returned to his father, and for him the fatted calf 
was killed (Luke xv.) to show how pleased his 
father was to receive him home again ? 

There were veiy many sacrifices in which oxen, 
bullocks, etc. were used, but to tell you of them 
all would only confuse you. Eich men generally 
brought these animals as offerings, because they 
were more costly ; those who were not so rich, 
brought sheep, or goats ; and the poorest of all, ; 
turtle doves, or young pigeons. What is meant i 
by the term ‘‘ whole burnt-offering ” is, that the ! 
whole animal was used for sacrifice, and burnt : 
after it was killed ; this was a type of Jesus \ 
* Christ, — who offered Himself wholly for the sin ; 
of tlie world. The sin-offering, or sacrifice to 
atone tor take away sin, w^as to be a young 
•bullock ; the blood of which, after it had been 
killed, the priest was to sprinkle seven times 
befo»e the Lord, in a certain part of the sanc- 
tuary or holy place ; after which he was to " 
carry it without the camp (that means an outside ' 
place, away from the dwellings of th^ people), 
^and bum it all, and then pour out its ashes 
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in a clean place. This also, dear children, was 
a remarkable type of Jesus CJirist. He suffered 
and was crucified outside the walls of Jerusalem, 
to show that He was the Great Sacrifice, which, 
once^offered, should for ever take away sin. The 
blood of bulls and goats and •the ashes of an 
heifer could never take away sins (see Heb. x. 
4), they were only a shadow, or sign, of what was 
to come ; and were for ever done away, when 
the Son of God suffered on the cross. 1 could 
say many mor(j things about the sacrifices, but 
I -must leave them now ; and tell you, for the 
present, about the animals offered, rather than 
the offerings, as you will, perhaps, understand 
them better. 

THE SHEEP, RAM, AND LAMB. 

These animals are perhaps more frequently al- 
luded to than any other in the Bible : the sheep 
and lamb being emblems of innocence and peace; 
but — by their utter defencelessness — more fre- 
quently exposed to dangcrou^ enemies than any 
others. After the cow, the sheep is the mcsst 
serviceable of all animals to man. Its flesh is 
much eaten, and is called mutton. Its fat iS useful 
foi many things ; and its wool is almost invalu- 
able, so much clothing is made from it. Thp 
sheep 6f Palestine are somewhat different from 
those in^our country. They have Yevy long tails. 
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weighing many pounds ; and when the sheep are 
quite fat, they are, so enormous, as often to be 
quite a burden to the poor animals. The fat of 
these tails is considered very rich and good ; it 
is often used instead of butter. There aje so 
many lesscms to^e learnt from the sheep, that I 
fear I should tire you, if I mentioned them all ; 
so I must tell you only the cliief ones. 

You know that the person who takes care of 
sheep is called a shepherd. Abel was the first 
Eible-shepherd ; and he brought^one of his fiock 
as an offering to God, which is the first offer- 
ing of which we read. The shepherd has no easy 
life ill the East, where there are not only 
ravenous beasts to guard against, but robbers, 
wdio sometimes even now rush out and steal the 
sheep, which the faithful shepherd defends some- 
times at the loss of his own life. Jesus says, 
“I am the Good Shejiherd: the Good Shc])herd 
giveth His life for the sheep.’' (John x. ]],) 
And did He not bleed and die for us upon the 
cross ? ^If we love Him, He graciously calls us 
Ris sheep. David says, in his lovely twenty- 
third Psalm, “ The Lord is my Shepherd ; 1 shall 
not w^ffnt. He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures ; He leadeth me beside the still waters.” 
And, again, Isaiah says, “He shall feed His 
flock like a shepherd ; lie shall gather tlflj lambs 
im His arms, and carry them in Hi? bosom.” 



THE SHEEP, RAM, AND LAMB. 


15 


Tliis beautiful language is all true of earthly 
shepherds, who are types of Jesus. They have 
sometimes to find food for their sheep, even to 
cut leaves off the trees for them that they may 
have enough ; and they know where to take 
them* to the sweet, still wateia, carrying the 
young lambs in their arms. So does Jesus 
spiritually feed His people, by putting peace and 
comfort into their hearts. Sheep go in flocks : 
and in England we see them driven on h'fore 
their kc^eper ; but where the Ilible was written, 
the^ sluiplieri always goes before his sheej), and 
they follf»w after. He gives them all names, to 
wdiicli they answer, and they know his voice, but 
will not list(‘n to a stranger. How beautifully 
Jesus speaks of this. Hear His words : “ AVlieii 
He i)utteth forth His own sheep, He gooth before 
them, and- the sheep follow Him : for ikey kaoio 
His voice. And a stranger will they not follow, 
but will flee from him,” &:c. (John x. 4, 5.)* 
“I am the Good Shepherd, and know my sbeep, 
and am known of mine.” — “ I lay down €iiy life 
for the shcex).” (John x. 14, To.) Is not this,* 
d('ar children, true both of Jesus, our Shepherd, 
and of those of us who are His sheep.* In 
watching a flock of sheep following their wshep- 
herd, those who have seen them tell us, that a 
certain nnmber of the sheep always keejT near to 
the shepheird, — ^they follow close upon his foot-. 
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steps ; and these sheep are ever the safest, and 
least in danger : they know they are near their 
best friend and protector. Wise sheep are these, 
and like those holy people of whom we read, 
that they follow “the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth.” (llev. yvi 4.) The nearer we keep to 
Jesus in prayer, and in our thoughts, the safer 
we are, and the further from that great roar- 
ing lion, the devil, “who goeth about seeking 
whom he may devour.” Again, there are other 
sheep who, instead of keeping close to the shep- 
herd, arg restless ; first running intone direction, 
then in another, so that they are far more likely 
to get into difficulty. Others there are who are 
so prone to wander, that they require, not only 
to be shai’ply scolded, but sometimes even a 
stone thrown at them to hurt them, and prevent 
them straying to their own destruction; and 
some there are which wiU wander even after this, 
and are lost altogether. Are there not many peo- 
ple .who w^ander from their Saviour, who do not 
want to walk along the path He marks out for 
•them, but who choose bye-paths which lead them 
into danger, — sometimes even eternal death? 
Hov^ often does Jesus send sorrow and trouble 
to bring back and remind these wandering ones, 
that they are going wrong ! Sometimes they heai' 
His voice, or feel the wound He gives. Some- 
*times they will not return to Him. c 
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You have heard of sheep-folds, places in which 
to keep the sheep on cold nights, and to preserve 
them from wild beasts. These folds have high 
walls all round them, and sharp thorns on the 
top to prevent enemies leaping over. Wolves 
cannot then get in ; though leopards have some- 
times been known to leap over, when very hungry. 
Even so the Church of Christ, which is His 
fold, and to which you all by being baptized 
belong in name, is not safe from enemies at all 
times. So long as the Church is on earth, the 
devil will work mischief ; though the sheep need 
not fear, if they will but call out in earnest to 
their Shepherd to help them. He is stronger 
than all enemies. There are many shepherds 
mentioned in the Bible ; and to be rich in sheep 
was considered a great blessing. Jacob kept 
Laban’s sheep. His sons were shepherds. Moses 
was keeping Jethro’s sheep, when God appeared 
to him in the burning bush. David was a shep- 
herd-boy before he was King of Isi-ael ; .and 
at one time he killed both a lion and a bear, 
when they attacked his sheep. And of course* 
you remember the shepherds of Bethlehem, to 
whom that glorious company of angels appeared 
one bright starlight night, as they kept their 
flock, and proclaimed the birth of a Saviour 
who shoiild save His people from their sins. 

Sheep (or rams, which are the male animals)* 

c .7 
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were constantly used in very large diumbers for 
sacrifice. When King Solomon dedicated (or 
opened) his beautiful temple at Jerusalem, he 
sacrificed one hundred and twenty thousand sheep 
besides twenty-two thousand oxen. (1 Kings 
viii. 63.) ^Bnt sheep were very plentiful in the 
East, and are to this day; and rich men pos- 
sessed many thousands. The rams were gene- 
rally slain; and their skins dyed red. They 
were thus used for making part of the tabernacle 
in the wilderness. Do you remember the first 
mention of the ram 1 It was in that beautiful 
story of Abraham’s obedience, when about to offer 
up his only son at God’s command : b.ut God, 
when He saw his faith, told him he need not, 
and provided a ram ; which, caught by his Iiorns 
in a thicket, was taken and ofiered in Isaac’s 
place. The first-born of slieep were, under tlie 
Law of Moses, always to be given to God in sacri- 
fice : and this should teach us, when God has given 
us riches, we should give him a first poition 
from yiem. Sheep are often used as emblems. 
JTlius tliey were lypes of the Jewish nation (see 
Psalm Ixxviii. 52, etc.) ; and often of Jesus, who 
was to be led “ as a Lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb.” (Isaiah 
liii. 7.) False prophets were like wolves in 
sheep’s* clothing ; appearing outwardly jiiild and 
^harmless, but inwardly wicked and Q^-ueL And 
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in one of crtit Saviour’s discourses, he compares 
the righteous, in the day of judgment, to sheep, 
— which shall be on God’s right hand ; and the 
wicked to goats, on the k/t. (Matt. xxv. 32, 33.) 

I trust, dear children, you will all be on the 
right ^and, when that awful day shall come. 
Lambs are the young of sheep, and Jesus calls 
children His lambs ; and in His last command 
to Peter, JesuS tells him, not only to feed His 
sheep, but His lambs. A lamb was especially 
a type of Jesus. He is called “ The Lamb of 
God.” (John i.*3G) When the Israelites ate 
thp Passover, a lamb was the food chosen to 
make them think of Jesus, who should save 
tlu'in hereafter from their sins. A lamb was 
killed also every morning and evening by the 
Jewish high priest, constantly to remind the peo- 
ple of this. And from earliest ages iilamh was 
stamped upon the money they used. Jacob had 
this image on his money. You will see what 
I mean by looking at Genesis xxxiii. 19, in, the 
margin or reference, on tliQ^ight side «f the 
verse. There is a beautiful parable of a little* 
ewe lamb, told by the prophet Nathan to Havid. 
You may read it in 2 Sam. xii. And, lastly, 
do you ever think of that vision vSt. John saw 
of a Lamb in heaven, standing on Mount Sion, 
even JesRS, and “with Him an hundi'ed and 
forty and four thousand, having His Father’s. 
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name written in their foreheads.” I^Rev. xiv. 1.) 
That holy hand we^re those who had washed their 
robes, arid made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb ; and who “ stand on a sea of glass, 
* having the harps of God. And they sing the 
song of Moses/ the servant of God, and the 
song of the Lamb,” etc. (Kev. xv. 2, 3.) Dear 
children, I trust you will sometime sing that 
song, and be of that blessed number who are 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. (Kev. xiii. 8.) 





PART II. 


THE GOAT AND^KID. 

The goat is not so well known in England as 
the sheep, yet ^t is somewhat like it in size, 
shape, and habits. Instead of wool it has hair 
for a covering, and a heard under its chin, and 
horns on its head, which, in danger, it some- 
times uses for defending itself. The goat of 
Palestine has also ,very long ears, and is of a 
reddish brown colour ; so that it is unlike the 
goat we generally see in England. It is very 
hardy and active. It can climb high mountains,, 
and is so sure-footed, that it can get over tlie 
steepest rocks and places without danger. -It is 
far less cowardly than the sfe^^p, and caif endure 
cold and heat in extremes much better alsd. 
When in flocks, one male goat always leads the 
rest ; in this they differ from sheep, who (ftpend ‘ 
upon the shepherd to guide them. (Jer. 1. 8.) 
The goat can eat all kinds of herbs, but likes , 
best the*bark and boughs of young trees. Its^ 
milk is mflch used, and is rich and strengthen* 
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ing. It is more ready to be friendly with man 
than the sheep ; yet it prefers solitude, and loves 
to live on the wild mountains, and among the 
lonely rocks. Its skin is made into leather 3 and 
the kid’s skin (or young goat’s) is made into 
ladies’ gloVes. Goats’ skins were also used for 
clothing. St. Paul tells us, in that beautiful 
chapter, — the eleventh of Hebrews, — of the per- 
secuted Christians of old, who “ wandered about 
in sheepskins and goatskins ; being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented (of whom the world was not 
worthy) ; they wandered in deserts, and in moun- 
tains, and in dens and caves of the eartk” 
This means that wicked people were so cruel 
to those who loved God and His truth, that 
they could get no clothes but skins ; and for 
fear of death, had to live in wild places where 
they could not be found. Let us thank God 
^ that we do not live in times when our faith has 
to be so tried. Should we be fit to endure such 
trials for the sake of Jesus ? Let us ask Him to 
make tfs ready to^ave all, if needful, for His 
Sake. 

Little kids were considered delicious food. Do 
you remember the savory meat which llebekah 
made for Jacob to take to Isaac? It was made 
• from a kid, and so good that the old blind fa- 
rther thought it was venison (or deer^ flesh) ; 
find by this savory meat Jacob decmtfully ob- 
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tained his father’s blessing, instead of Esau. 
God would have made Jacob’s way clear for 
him had he waited ; and God afterwards pun- 
ished him, by allowing his own sons to deceive 
him, -and tell lies to him about their brother 
Joseph. , • • 

The hair of the goat was very much used in 
ancient times. Women spun it into curtains 
for the tabernacle in the wilderness. (Exodus 
XXXV. 26 ; xxxvi. 14.) Pillows for beds were 
made of it (see^am. xix. 2(i)'. Jesus, when He 
calls liis church His bride, says that her ‘‘ hair 
is as a flock of goats, that appear from Mount 
Gilead.” (Song of Solomon iv. 1.) The goat 
vas tlie emblem of the Macedonian Empire. 
And ill Daniel’s vision, he saw a he-goat, very 
Ijowerfiil and strong, siuiting and trampling down 
other animals : this he-goat meant Alexander 
tlie Great, of whom you perhaps have read in, 
ancient history. Tliat mighty king who con- 
tpun'ed almost all the world ilicn krimim, amd is 
said to have wept when R^^had done* so, be- 
cause lie had no more worlds left to conquef. 
How mucli better would it have been,df, instead 
of fighting and shedding the blood of his fellow- 
creatures, he had fought under Christ’s banner 
against the world, the tiesh, and the devil ; and. 
by seeklu" to spread the knowledge of God, 
turned many from sin and death. But, alas ! he 
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was a heathen king, and knew nol the know- 
ledge of God, neither had he faith in the Saflour 
who was afterwards to be bom to save man. The 
wild goat is mentioned in the Bible, as well as 
the goat usually seen. It is generally palled 
the ib&, and has splendid horns on its head, 
and lives entirely among the mountains. It is 
larger and stronger than the common goat, and 
of a fiercer nature. It is very dangerous work 
hunting the ibex ; for sometimes, when pressed 
hard by the huntefr on the steej) cliffs, it will 
suddenly turn round, face its enemy, and with 
its horns dash him over the cliff, where he is 
soon killed. ' Perhaps this is why the wicked are 
sometimes compared to goats, in contrast to the 
gentle innocent sheep. These goats generally 
lived in small flocks, on the steepest and highest 
cliffs. There were many about the mountains 
^of En-gedi, where David hid himself from Saul. 
En-gedi means '‘fountain of the goats;” and 
most likely took its name from the numbers of 
these animals there. These goats were 

6lean, and good for food. They lived on grass 
and herbs, and consequently their flesh was 
whold^ome and nourishing. 

Very early times goats were used as sacrifices. 

. Abraham offered a she-goat with other animals, 
when God made a covenant with him. ((ren. xv. 
i9.) And a goat might be used instead of a lamb 
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for the Fas&ver Supper. The chief sacrifice of 
goats, however, was on the !Qay of Atonement, 
which happened once a year, — in the seventh 
month ; which was to 1)6 a veiy solemn and holy 
time,wBven as the seventh day was to be sacred 
Atonement means an agreement for a sill com- 
mitted. Jesus made atonement for us, by agree- 
ing to put away the sins of the world, by d 3 ring 
Sind bearing the curse instead of man. This Sa- 
crifice of Atonement was a^solemn type of Jesus, 
— the Great Sacrifice, — and would keep the Jews 
constantly in remembrance of His promised 
coming Almost all heathen nations have an 
idea of atonement They feel they have sinned, 
for God has given them a conscience which re- 
minds them of this. Missionaries teU us, that 
heathens far away worshipping idol^ and know- 
ing not our God, have sacrifices of some kind 
to atone for sin. On this day of Jewish atone- 
ment, two goats were to be taken. (Lev. xvL 6 
—^10.) One was chosen by lot, in a way which 
would show which God pleJrjjd it to be.« It was 
to be killed by the priest, and its blood sprinkled 
on the mercy-seat, and with the priest’s finger 
seven times on the horns of the altar. TBis the 
priest did alone. None of the people were 
allowed to be present. Jesus Christ alone made, 
atonem^t for sin, of which this ofiFeririg was a 
typa TUfe other goat was then to be brought 
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out before the people, who waited in awe and 
silence, while the high priest put his hands on 
the head of the goat, and confessed over it the 
many sins and iniquities of the people of Is- 
rael This, dear children, was like the sins of 
the worl(f which were laid upon Jesus. The 
goat, meek, innocent, and sinless, stood there and 
received this burden upon it. Isaiah says of 
Jesus, “ The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all.” (Isaiah liii. 6.) The goat was then 
led away by a suitable person, rfar off into the 
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wilderness, left alone in a barren and desolate 
place, forsaken by its eompai^ons, and by man, 
with the roar of wild beasts sounding in its ears, 
without food, without water, without refuge. 
What became of this scape-goat, as it was called, 
no one knew. God’s anger rested dU it, as it 
did on Jesus, when He bore our sini Per- 
haps God killed it by a sharp stroke of light- 
ning ; perhaps, trembling, hungry, and cold, it 
laid down at last and died, uncared for, unpitied. 
We do not kno^ its end ; but we know that it 
is like Jesus, who bore pur sins, and carried our 
sorrows ; and who casts all the sins of those 
who believe and trust in Him behind His back. 
The scape goat is one of the strongest types of 
the atonement of Jesus, therefore, never forget 
it. Remember, also, how before His death He was 
driven into the wilderness, to be tempted of the 
devil for forty days and forty nights : how He ro-, 
sisted all Satan’s attacks, and for our sakes bore 
hunger and temptation. The Church has wisely 


set apart six weeks eveiy for more^sjecial 
thoughts of the temptation and atonement <5f 


Jesus. This season is called Lent Some people 
keep it as a fast, and wiU not eat an^;^ meat 


during that time, thinking this will please God. 


But God does not care for this kind of fasting.. 
He has ^iven us, in Isa. Iviii. 5 — 7, a beautiful 
descriptiofi of how He desires such solemn times 
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to be spent. 1 hope, therefore, dear children, that 
when Lent comei| round you will think more 
especially of Jesus, — His sufferings and re- 
demption; though I trust you will bear in mind 
these all-important things at all seasons pf the 
year, for if you Aave not an interest in Christ's 
atoning sacrifice, remember, you can have no 
place in heaven. 

THE HART AND HIND. 

These are beautiful animals, of the deer kind. 
They were clean, because they parted the hoof 
(or foot) and chewed 1;he cud ; which means 
eating over again in a peculiar manner the food 
they had before swallowed. All animals that 
chew the cud live on vegetable food. The name 
of hart is not given to this animal until it is six 
years old, when it is considered full-grown. In 
its fifth year it is called a stag. The hart is the 
* male, the hind the name of the female of this 
beautiful creature. Numbers of them are found 
in Pdestine, wher^Jhey may be seen leaping and 
dripping upon the hills, or feeding among the 
^es. Jesus is thus compared to these graceful 
i^atitres in the Song of Solomon iL 7 — 9 : “ The 
voice of my beloved ! behold, he cometh leaping 
upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills; 
my beloved is like the roe ^r the young hart,” 
And again, “ My beloved (that is Jesus) is 
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mine, and I iCm his : lie feedeth among the lilies. 
Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, 
turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a 
young hart upon the mountains of Bether.” (Ver. 
16, 17). 

Ah 1 dear children, this language ii^ a type of 
a believer’s feelings towards Jesus. Ask your- 
selves, is He your beloved, do you love Him 
dearer than all besides? If not, pray in the 
words of another verse of this beautiful song : — 

“ Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a 
roe or to a youAg hart upon the mountains of 
spices” (chap. viii. 14) ; which means, pray that 
Jesus, by His Spirit, will quickly come and 
dwell in your heart ; so shall you have rest and 
peace, as the hart among the sweet spicy flowers 
of the mountains. When Jacob blessed his sons 
he compared Naphtali with “a hind let loose ; he 
giveth goodly words.” A free hind was a beau- 
tiful sight, playing on the hills. Besides being * 
a graceful animal, God has endowed it with an 
acute smell and excellent hearing. ^It still 
abounds among the ancient bills of Naphtali’|^ 
tribe, though, alas I no sons of Naphtali now are 
there to see its agile movements, or note the 
soft, almost tearful, glance of its soft, full, liquid 
eyes. No! they are gone; and none but God 
knows where these^lost sons of Israel -are, who” 
are still 'jBearing their heavy punishment, feu; 
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away from their own bright larri, and from 
their fathers’ Gk)d. Let us pray that the time 
may soon come, when once again all Israel shall 
be gathered to their land, and God, even their 
own God, shall give them His blessing. 

The swjftness and safe-footedhess of the hart 
is often spoken of in the Bible. One of David’s 
nephews, called Asahel, we read “ was light of 
foot as a wild roe.” David, speaking of the 
strength God gave to him, says, “He maketh 
my feet like hinds* feet” (Psalm xviiL 33) ; and 
the prophet Habakkuk beautifuUy concludes his 
prophecy by saying, “ The Lord is my strength, 
and He will m^e my feet like hinds’ feet, and 
He will make me to walk upon mine high 
places.” There is in the thirty-fifth chapter of 
Isaiah, a sweet description of that blessed time 
when the kingdoms of the world have become 
the kingdoms of Jesus Christ, and in one verse 
* we read, “ Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, arid the ears of the deaf shall be un- 
stopped^ Then sha^l the lame man leap as an 
and the tongue of the dumb sing,” etc. 
^Vers. 5, 6.) What a time will that be when 
even the now barren desert “ shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose.” (Ver. 1.) The hind is 
very affectionate and loving, so she is compared 
‘'with a good wife by Solomcy^. “ Let h^ be,” he 
says, "‘as the loving hind and plef.cant roe.” 
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(Prov. V. 19.) • The hind was very tender to her 
youngi and it was only in times of great famine 
when she was induced to forsake her little ones. 
So Jeremiah speaks of her. (Chap. xiv. 5.) When 
the people of Judah went into captivity the same 
prophet compares them with harts that can find 
no pasture. (Lam. L 6.) But pdthaps the most 
beautiful verse with regard to holy people, in 
which the hart is used in comparison, is in Psa. 
xliL 1. “As the hart panteth after the water 
brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, 0 God.” 
To pant is to breathe hard, to pine, to long for, 
very, very much. The hart does not drink much 
in the colder part of the year, but in the heat 
of summer it is sometimes sadly distressed for 
water, and parched and panting, it seeks eagerly 
the cool refreshing stream, there to drink that 
it may not perish. So does holy David feel to 
long for God, his spirit pines after the waters of 
grace. Jesus Christ says, “Blessed are they which 
do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they 
shall be filled.” 

The Eoebtjck, or Eoe Deee, was another ani-^ 
mal which the Jews were allowed to eat (it is 
called the gazelle of Syria), mentioned in Peut. 
xiv. 6. In many points it is like the hart, or 
stag, though lighter and smaller. The colour 
of the b^k is of reddish brown ; the chest and 
body yello^h, and £he hinder parts white. It 
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is remarkably graceful and active, and can bound 
for a great distance without feeling &tigue. 
Some of these pretty crefatures may still be seen 
in Scotland, lying amongst the heather, but they 
generally prefier a more wooded country. They 
love soiynide, and are never entirely "tamed. 
Other kinds of deer go jfi herds, different families 
mingling together. But the roebucks keep to 
themselves and their fawns, and wish for no 
other associates. In this we see a beautiful 
picture of family contentment How pleasant 
it is to see families living in loVe and peace, and 
seeking their happiness in each other, and by 
this means being kept from much evil and temp- 
tation. Many things mentioned in the Bible 
about the roe apply equally to the hart and the 
hind, as I have told you before. 

The Pygarg, or Lidmu, is a kind of antelope, 
noted for its double-sized horns and great 
' strengtL It is about the size of the roebuck, 
with specks of white in its skin. It is, how- 
ever, qever alluded, to but in one verse in the 
(Bible (Deut. xiv. 5), as a clean animal 

The Wild Ox is a kind of stag. — Deut. xiv. 5. 
Its proper name is the Oryx. It is a noble and 
beautiful animal Its horns are nearly straight, 
and three feet in lengtL It has white hair, with 
various colors marked on it in different parts of 
its body. It is a very daring ahka^ and wh|ii 
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pursued cauffight well with its homs^ and be 
very fierce. ^ 

The Chamois. Some people suppose that the 
chamois means the giraffe, but I do not think 
it very probable, as the giraffe mtfSt have been 
quite unknown in the Holy Lan^, for it inhabits 
only very hot regions, ^he chamois is a kind of 
small antelope, which lives among high moun- 
tains, and walks and leaps along the ridges of 
steep places with wonderful safety. The chamois 
generally live together in Small flocks, very high 
in the mountaine? They can see, smell, and hear, 
with remarkable quickness, and are wonderful 
in escaping from danger. They feed upon herbs 
and floors, or young shoots of trees, and their 
flesh is very excellent for food. Of their skin 
useful leather is made, and many pretty things 
are manufactured from their horns. 

The chamois hunter must be a man of great 
patience and caution, otherwise he could never 
succeed in the chase. He is often led in^ ex- 
treme danger and peril in hunting after* th^e 
animals, sometimes, indeed, losing life itsel£ 
What pains men will take for an earthly pos- 
session, yet how slow they are in seeking fo/the 
things of heaven, which are far better. 

The Fallow Deeb is often seen in English 
parks, whe^ it is a great ornament. Tt is* a sort 
of yellow baawn, spotted with white, and has 
D 
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beautiful branching horns. It is neither so strong 
nor so brave as'' the stag, but its disposition is 
more gentle, and its flesh is considered excellent 
food, and called venison. When tame it will 
even ea^out of the hands of those who are kind 
to it Its hohis and skin are of great use, but 
you may read of this A books on natural history. 
Herds of deer are always led by one male animal, 
which all the others obey, and give way at his 
approach. We may learn a lesson from these 
animals, of obedience and trufiit Should we not 
follow our spiritual leader, — ev^n Jesus, and not 
wish to go in paths of bur own seeking ? Yet 
how apt are we to forget this great guide and 
leader ! Let us pray that we may fl511ow Him 
fully. 





PABT Dm 

THE ASS OB DONKEY. ^ 

This was an unclean animal. It did not part the 
hoof or chew the c Jd, and all such were to be 
regarded as unclean by., the Jews. Even to 
this day in Palestine, though the Jewish law 
has passed ^iway, the difference between clean 
and unclean animals, with few exceptions, is 
stiU regarded. There are two distinct kinds of 
asses, and both are frequently spoken of in the 
Bible. 

The wild ass lives in desert places, and is 
very difficult to tame. It is larger and , more* 
^graceful than the common ass.' In winter* it 
migrates, or goes into a warmer climate, and in 
summer returns northward. Who taught this 
wild creature the knowledge that at certain 
seasons it should change its residence ? Surely 
God gave it the instinct or power to do this. 
Job makes constant allusions to the wild ass. In 
jone place he sa^, "who hath sent out the wild 
^ss free ? or who hath loosed the bands of the 
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wild ass? wh^se house I have made the wil- 
derness, and the barren land his dwellings. He 
scorneth the multitude of the city, neither re- 
gardeth he the crying of the driver. The range 
of th^ mountains is his pasture, and he* searcheth 
after every green thing.” (Job xxxix. 5 — 8.) 
Isaiah also speaks of the fondness of this animal] 
for loneliness, when he mentions the desolations 
of the land of his people. He says, “ the forts 
and towers shall be dens for ever, a joy of wild 
asses,” etc. (Isa. xxxii. 14.^ When the wicked 
king Nebuchadnezzar was punished by being 
made a madman until he owned God’s power, 
*^His heart was made like the beasts, and his 
dwelling was with the wild asses,” etc. (Dan., 
V. 21.) The Psalmist speaks of God’s care for 
tliese creatures’ thirst: he says, “He sendeth 
the springs into the valleys, which run among 
the hills. They give drink to every beast of the 
field, and the wild asses quench their thirst.” 
(Psa. civ. 10, Jl.) The Tartars and Persians are 
very fond of eating the wild ass, and hunt it ac- 
^«srdingly. When tamed, which is very difficult, 

‘ ib' is as useful, active, and swift, as the horse. It 
is frequently compared with wicked or rebellious 
people, in the Bible. Jeremiah says that Israel, 
in his love for idols, was like wild ass used 
to the wilderness, that snuffe^i up the wind 
her pleasure.” (Jer* ii 24.) 
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The tame ass^is a veiy diflferent animal to the 
wild one. It is patient, enduring^ and contented. 
Some people say it is obstinate, and stupid, and 
it may be so sometimes; but how much of these 
bad habits are encouraged by the cruel, rough 
way in which it is used. Oftep have tears 
risen in my eyes to see the cruel manner in 
which both men and boys have treated this pa- 
tient animal, beating and pulling it as if it had 
no feeling at alL How I wish all people would 
lemember the words of the Bible, — “A good man 
is merciful to his teast.” In eastern countries 
the ass is thought of and valued quite as much 
as the horse ; it is more useful for travellers in 
the mountainous districts of Palestine, as it can 
climb rough and steep places with far greater 
safety than the horse, and is also stronger in 
proportion to its size. It is so superior an 
anima-1 in the east, that we must believe the 
better treatment and food it there receives, are 
the reasons why it is so much more intelligegit 
and active than’ with us. Prdm what Solomon 
says of it, we cannot help thinking that naturally 
the ass requires the whip less than the Jiorse, 
though perhaps it has less quickness in finding 
its way. Perhaps you know the verse, — “A whip 
for the horse, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for 
the fool’s back.”^ (Prov. xxvi. 3.) The patriarchs, 
or great me® of very early times, had many 



38 


ANIMALS OF THE BIBLK 


asses, as well as sheep and oien. Abraham 
had, and rode jn one when he went that sad 
journey, • believing at the end of it he should 
have to offer up his only son Isaac. Jacob was 
rich in these animals; and Joseph, when pro- 
viding tfor hi^ old father's journey, sent asses 
laden with the good things of Egypt as pro- 
visions for him to eat by the way. Job had five 
hundred she-asses, seven thousand sheep, three 
thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, 
Asses were used for various things in Bible times^ 
as they are now. Both men and women rode 
on them. Perhaps you have read of the woman 
who was so kind to Elisha, and to whom 
God gave a little boy, for the prophet's sake : he 
died afterwards from what is called a sun-stroke, 
or sudden illness brought on from the sun’s heat. 
When her child was dead, she immediately rode 
on an ass to go to Elisha, because she wished to 
see him quickly. (This beautiful story is written 
irt 2 Kings iv.) To ride on whiU asses was a 
sign «of honour and riches, anff in the Book of 
Judges you may several times read of relations 
0)f th^, judges who rode on these animals. 

Sometimes even asses were used in war. (See 
2 Kings viL 7 — 10.) Isaiah speaks several times 
of the uses of the ass (Isa. xxx. 24) ; and he saw 
a visibn of chariots of asses, (^sa. sxi. 7.) He 
tells us that as the ox knoweth«4iis owner, so 
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does the ass **Iiis master’s crib,” or stable (Isa. L 
3) : showing that it was not without instinct and 
quickness, s 

There were many laws about the ass in the 
time of, Moses. If it went astray it was to be 
brought back by those who found it, to itS master. 
If it was too much burdened, and fell down 
under its load, it was to be helped to rise again 
by -passers by. It was not to work on Sunday, 
neither was it to be coveted ; as you will remem- 
ber in the Fourty and Tenth Commandments. 
Being an unclean animal, of course it was not 
to be eaten ; but on one occasion, when Samaria 
was besieged, and the people were perishing 
with hunger, the ass was eaten, and its head 
alone was sold? for eighty pieces of silver. In- 
deed, at that fearful time, we read ,of a woman 
who boiled and ate her own son^ (2 Kings vi 
25.) When the ass was dead, it was thrown out 
as a loathsome and unholy thing, outside the 
walls of Jewish cities. It was in reference»to 
this that Jeremiah the prophet spoke of the 
wicked king Jehoiakim of Judah, who was to 
die unloved and unlamented, and to be ^‘buried 
with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth 
beyond the gates of JerusalenL*’ (Jer. xxiL 19.) 
What a shocking end ! 

When Jacob blessed his sons he compared 
Issachar with a strong ass (Gen. xlix. 14) 
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croHcliing between two burdens : ” which meant 
that Issachar^s ^portion in the Holy Land 
should be between two enemies, who should 
make him pay for Kving in peace ; and this hap- 
pened, as I may tell you at greater length some 
other time. 

Of course you remember Balaam^s ass, and 
how it spoke to, and rebuked, its wicked master, 
(Numb. xxii. 28.) Also how Samson killed a 
thousand men with the jaw-bone of an ass. 
(Jud. XV. 16.) Of the disobedient prophet, too, 
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who Tode on an ass to Bethel, to take God*s 
message to wicked Jeroboam, ttit who afterwards 
disobeyed God and was slain by a lion, which 
did not touch the ass, because God intended to 
show it was His punishment on tha sinner. (1 
icings xiii. 24.) • 

Saul was seeking for his fathei^s asses when 
Samuel saw him, and told him how God had 
chosen him to be king of Israel But the gieatest 
and most interesting event connected with the 
ass, was on tha1> day when Jesus rode upon one 
into Jerusalem. Multitudes followed Him, with 
branches of palms in their hands, crying out, 
and saying, “Hosanna to the Son of David: 
blessed is He that cometh in^'the name of the 
Lord ; hosanna in the highest.” (Matt. xxi. 9.) 
And Jesus, even the Son of God, when He 
drew near to Jerusalem, that beloved city, wept 
over it, because of its sins, and of His knowledge 
of the awful punishments that should come 
upon it, because it had rejected its Lord* and 
King. If the poor deluded Jews hs|j^ hut list- 
ened to the words of their prophets, they mush 
then have known that Jesus was indeed their 
King. Hundreds of years before, Zechariah had 
written these words, “Eejoice greatly, 0 daughter 
of Zion; shout 0 daughter of Jerusalem; behold, 
thy King ^cometh unto thee : He is just, and 
having salvation ; lowly, and riding upon an ass> 
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and upon a colt, the foal of an ass.” (Zech. ix. 
9.) How completely was this prophecy fulfilled 
when Jesus rode upon an ass into Jerusalem. 
Why did not the Jews receive their Saviour and 
King? Because their hearts were proud. .They 
wanted a ^reat and rich king, who should sub- 
due their enemies, restore their kingdona, and 
make them great on earth. They cared not for 
those blessed truths, those spiritual riches, which 
flowed from the lips of Jesus ; and therefore God 
left them in their blindness and ^in, to the aWful 
desolation which afterwards came upon them. 
My dear little friends, do not be like the Jews, 
and refuse to let the humbling lessons which 
the Bible teachesj find a place in your hearts, 
lest at last God should take from you His good 
Spirit, and say in His wrath that you, like the 
Jews, shall not enter heaven. 

THE LION. 

I NEYEK yet met with any children who had not 
a great admiration M the lion, and the greatest 
desire to fee it, and hear its terrible roar which 
jl^es almost all other heasts tremble. Who 
does flot know that the lion is tawny-colored, 
has a tremendously large head and mane, a long 
^tail, and that he is called, “The king of beasts?” 
I do nofdoubt you all know this ; bu# I won- 
%der how much you know of the Bible stories 
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and lessons %.T)out this animal You have heard, 
I daresay, that it is a ravenous beast of prey, or 
one that kills other animals to provide itself 
with food. Some travellers, however, tell us that 
it does not attack people unless really hungry. 
It seeks its prey at night, and hides itself when 
about to spring upon its victim : it can bound 
to a distance of even twenty feet if needful. 
The wicked who lie in wait to deceive have thus 
been compared with a lion ; while again the 
righteous are said to be bold as a lion. (Prov. 
xxviii. 1.) The lion is called, in Prov. xxx. 30, 
the strongest of beasts ; by which is meant that 
it is the strongest for its size. It is said that 
one stroke of its huge paw will break the back 
of a horse. The lion can be tamed, and is said 
to be grateful to those who are kind to it. The 
finest lions are in Africa, though many are still 
found in parts of Asia. They live in dens, forests, 
thickets (Jer. iv. 7), deserts, and mountains. 
(Song of Solomon iv. 8.) They used to be ^ound 
in Palestine, and we read* that to pu^^ish the 
Samaritans for their idolatry, God sent them « 
plague of lions to destroy them. (1 Kings xvii. 
25, 26.) They also frequently attacked fheep- 
folds, and made great destruction among the 
flocks. Amos (iii. 12) and Micah (v. 8) both 
aUude tc^ this in their writings. David killed 
a lion when a shepherd boy. The lion is so 
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often mentioned in the Bible it would be im- 
possible to tell yon even half that is said of it, 
but you might find much pleasure in looking 
through your Bibles and finding out all the 
verses which allude to them. God’s care in 
providing food fpr lions you will find in Psa. 
civ. 21 — 28. Its great teeth are spoken of in 
Psa. Iviii. 6, and in Joel i. 6. And when the* 
wicked men who had spoken against Daniel 
were thrown into the den of lions from which 
he had been taken, we are told that the lions 
broke all their bones before ever they came to 
the bottom of the pit ; for the lion’s teeth are so 
strong they often break and eat both bones and 
flesh together. Samson, the strongest of men, 
killed a lion, and tore it as if it had been only 
a young kid ; and Benaiah also, a mighty man of 
vatour in David’s time, went down into a pit on 
a snowy day, and attacked a lion there, and killed 
it ; he also slew two lion-like men of Moab, which 
means brave men, so that he must have had 
great strength and pflwer. I have told you of 
the l^obedient prophet riding on an ass, who 
was killed by a lion ; but there was a second 
case mentioned in 1 Kings xx. 35, 36. A prophet 
was told by God to desire a man to strike him for 
^ a sign of evil The man refused, which was wrong, 

* so for Ms disobedience the prophet declared he 
should be slain by a lion ; and ''as* soon as he 
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had departed, a lion found him and slew him.” 
You see bow God punishes disobedience, even 
in this world, dear children. Wh6n the Jews 
sinned God also threatened them by the mouth 
of His^prophet Jeremiah, saying, “ Wherrfore a 
lion out of the forest shall slay then/, and a wolf 
of the evenings shall spoil them, a leopard shall 
watch over their cities: every one that goeth 
out thence shall be torn in pieces ; because their 
transgressions are many, and their backslidings 
are increase^” (Jer. v. 6.) The same prophet, 
speaking of the punishments God would bring 
upon Edom, says,— “ Behold he (Edom) shall 
come up like a lion from the swellings of Jordan, 
against the habitation of the strong ; but I will 
make him suddenly run away from her,” etc. 
(Jer. xlix. 19.) This meant that lions were in 
the habit of living among thickets on the banks 
Cf the river, but when the water overflowed its 
banks in harvest time, the lions, furious and 
angry, were roused from their hiding-p^tce, and 
had to rush away lest they should be drowned 
in the swellings of the water. So Edom, tliink- 
ing to come up furiously against other nations, 
should suddenly be stopped by Go(fs power. 
Job (xxviii. 8 ; x. 16) "often speaks of the lion, 
also Isaiah, Nahum, €^»<^other prophets,^ of 
which I have not time to telL Solomon 
made ali ivory throne iot himself and “oveilQad 
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it with the best gold. The throne had six steps, 
and the top of the throne was round behind; and 
there were stays on either side on the place of 
the seat, and two lions stood beside the stays : 
and iwdvt lions stood there on the one side and 
on the other, upon the six steps : and there was not 
the like made in any kingdom.” (1 Kings x. 18 
— 20.) These' lions were representatives of ma- 
jesty and power. 

Three of the tribes of Israel are compared with 
lions. ' Judah is a lion’s whelp: from the prey, 
my#son, thou art gone up : he stooped down, he 
couched as a lion, and as an old lion ; who shall 
rouse him up % ” (Gen. xlix. 9.) This was part 
of Jacob’s prophecy, and meant how powerful 
and great the tribe of Judah should become. 
Moses, before he died, blessed the tribes, and 
spake of Gad : — “ He dwelleth as a lion, and 
teareth the arm with the crown of the head.” 
(Deut. xxxiiL 20 ) And of Dan he said, — “ Dan 
is a lion’s whelp,” or ^oung one, “ he shall leap 
from Basban ; ” and this tribe afterwards had its 
pt^ion near the hiUs of Bashan. When Saul 
and his son Jonathan were slain, in David’s 
lamentsilion he says of them, “they were swifter 
than eagles, they were stronger than lions.” (2 
S^tm. i. 23.) God compares Himself with a lion, 
in the strength with which He will fight for 
Mount Zion. (Isa. xxxi 4.) But I must only 
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mention two •more passages in which cpmpari^ 
sons are made from the lion, or I may tire you. " 
One is 1 Peter v. 8, where the apostle warns us 
against the devil, who, he says, “as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” 

In iftev. V. 6, Jesus Christ is called *ithe lion* 
of the tribe of Judah,” “the root*of David.” He 
came from this tribe, and the lion of Judah means 
the strength of His people. And He is so stiU. 
Powerful, far more powerful than the lion, He 
will give us of His strength if we wish it and 
ask for it, and preserve from the attacks of that 
great enemy, who is stiU going about like a hun- 
gry beast, seekmg who^e souls he may destroy. 

THE CAMEL AND DROMBDAEY. 

These are animals about which I could tell you 
much; but, again, I fear I can only mention 
a few of the many interesting things about 
them. If you have not all seen these animals, 

I doubt not you know the pictures of a camel, 
with its two large humps «n its back, g,n(f the 
dromedary, like it in every respect, but having 
one hump instead of two. The camel has been 
called the “ Ship of the desert ; ” God, ix His 
wisdom and goodness, has so fitted it for carry- 
ing burdens across the barren plain. It has 
soft spongy feet, for walking bn the sand : pe- 
culiar nostrils, for keeping it from getting 
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into its nose ; e.nd above all, it can go for seven 
or eight days without water, — having a bag in 
its stomach in *which it can keep additional 
water, and use a little when it wants to quench 
its thirst. It is remarkable for patience and 
endurance, and will sometimes go on carrying its 
heavy burden without complaining, until it sinks 
down and dies. The dromedary, or Arabian camel, 
is very swift: when burdened, it goes about thirty 
miles a-day, but if only used for riding, it can 
travel sixty, or even ninety. Jeremiah speaks 
of its swiftness (Jer. ii 23) : and Isaiah of burdens 
carried on its haunches (Isa. xxx. 6) : also of its 
drawing chariots (Isa. xxi. 7). It is satisfied 
with the coarsest food, and is docile and gentle, 
except when very badly treated. 

Every part of this valuable animal is useful. 
Its milk is rich and nourishing ; its flesh, though 
unclean to the Jews, is much eaten by the Arabs, 
and tastes like veaL Of its skin tents are made. 
Even its internal parts are used for fuel ; while 
frdln its hair a kipd of cloth called Camlet is 
made^, and perhaps you will remember that it 
was said of John the Baptist, ''his raiment was 
of ^mels* hair.*' (Matt. iiL 4.) 

Very early we read of people rich in camels : — 
Abraham (Gen. xiL 16) : Jacob (Gen. xxx. 30) : 
and Job, who had 3,000 stolen from Jiim by the 
Chaldeans. When Abraham’s servant, Eleazer, 
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went to seek a wife for Isaac, l^k camels, 
and made them kneel down by .a well, whQe he 
prayed to God to show him what he was to do. 
(Gen. xxiv. 11.) And when he brought Eebekah 
to IsaaQ, she and her maidens rode on camels. 
When Joseph was sold to the Ishmaelites, we 
read they were going with camels laden with 
merchandise to Egypt. (Gen. xxxvii. 25.) When 
Josephs mother, Rachel, left her father, Laban, 
to follow Jacob, her husband, she stole her 
father’s images, and hid them in the camel's 
furniture, or saddle and trappings, and sat upon 
them, so that they could not be found. (Gen. 
xxxi. 34.) 

Many nations went to war on camels. In 
Gideon’s time, the Midianites who came up 
against Israel, had camels without number. 
(Judges VL 5.) Isaiah also speaks of the drome- 
daries of Midian as being so numerous. (Isaiah 
lx. 6.) 

The tribes of Reuben and Gad, and l^alf tribe 
of Manasseh, took from their enemies, th^ Ha- 
garites, no less than fifty thousand camels ; Gkd 
giving them that great victory because th^y 
prayed to Him to help them. (1 Chron. v. 21.) 
King Asa also took many camels from the Ethi- 
opians. (2 Chron. xiv. 15.) When Benhadad, 
king of Sjrrfa, sent to enij[uire of Elijah the pro- 
phet, he sent forty camels laden with good things 
E 
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to the man of God, as a present from Damascus. 
(2 Kings viiL ^.) Camels were also used to 
convey letters and messages. (Esther viii, 10.) 
And people sometimes escaped from battje upon 
them. Four hundred young Amalekites thus 
rode a^ay frqpi David once, when he was pur- 
suing them for their cruelty and wickedness to 
him and his people. (1 Sam. xxx. 17.) Zebah 
and Zalmunna, kings of Midian, fled from Israel 
on camels with splendid ornaments upon them, 
which were taken by Gideon. (Judges viii.) 
Camels were generally kept' by kings in the 
East in the same manner as our sovereigns keep 
horses. (1 Chron. xxvii 30.) The queen of Sheba, 
who travelled so far to see and hear Solomon's 
wisdom, had .many camels in her train, Jesus 
Christ twice spoke of camels. Once when re- 
proving the Pharisees, He said, “Te blind guides, 
which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.” 
(Matt, xxiii 24.) This meant that the Pharisees 
were particular in littU things, while in great 
and important oifes they acted wickedly, and 
neglected them. The other time was when 
that rich young man came to Jesus and asked 
wfiat he must do to be saved. Jesus saw he 
loved his riches, and therefore told him to sell 
all his possessions and give them to the poor, 
and would give him treasure in Aeaven ; and 
he was to come and follow Him. Ah ! sad to 
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say, that young man mnt away and left Jesus : 
he loved his money letter than h& Saviour, though 
he went away sorrowfoL Then Jesus told His 
disciples, how difficult it was for a rich man 
to enter heaven : “ It is easier for a caioel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom of God.” (Matt. xix. 24.) 
Do you understand this ? The eye of a needle 
does not mean a needle for sewing with, but, in 
Eastern cities, there was often a small gate called 
a ‘'needle’s eye.”' Through this gate, camels 
sometimes entered ; but this they could not do 
burdened, because it was so low. They must 
therefore stoop down and have their burden 
removed fi^ them, and thus crawl through with 
difficulty. Even so, dear children, must those 
who have riches, be willing to^ stoop down and 
leave them in the world, or outside the gate of 
heaven, before they can enter that blessed place. 
The words of our beautiful Burial Service are, — 
“ We brought nothing into tlys world, and it’is 
certain we can carry nothing out.” But though 
no man can take his riches with him when he 
dies, yet how many die longing to do so ? Ais 
is not like the camel, humbly laying its buiden 
down outside the gate ! Eemember, dear little 
friends, that except you are able and willing to 
leave father,^mother, sister, brother riches, home, 
everything in fact, you cannot be a disciple of 
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Jesus. If you have riches, or are likely to have 
them, set not yoilr affections on them, but strive 
to use them in doing good to those around you, 
for Jesus’ sake. 

^ THE HORSE. 

This animal you all know so well, I am sure 
you could describe what he is like quite as well 
as I could ; but you may require reminding of 
many things said of him* in the Bible. I think 
the horse might be called “tjie king of useful 
animals,” for in grace, beauty, courage, strength, 
and swiftness, he has no equal 

Have you ever read the splendid description 
of the war-horse in Job 1 Listen t(Mt : and do 
not forget that it was God himself who was 
speaking. “Hast thou given the horse his 
strength? hast thou clothed his neck with 
thunder? const thou make him afraid as a grass- 
hopper ? The glory of his nostrils is terrible ; 
hd paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his 
stren^h : he goeth on to meet the armed men, 
he mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted ; neither 
tiuj6eth he back from the sword. The quiver 
rattleth against him, the glittering spear and 
the shield. He swaUoweth the ground with 
fierceness and rage ; neither believeth he that it 
is the sound of the trumpet : he 'i^aith among 
the trumpets, ! ha ! and he smelleth the battle 



THE HOBSE. 


53 


afar off, the thunder of the captains, and the 
shouting.” (Job xxxix. 19 to 23.) Is not this 
a fine description? and must it not be a grand, 
but terrible sight, to behold the handsome war- 
horse rushing into battle, amid the sound of 
trumpets and roll of drums. • 

It is generally believed that the Egyptians 
first subdued aiid found out the value and use- 
fulness of the horsa When Joseph was governor 
of Egypt, in the day# of the famine, he gave 
the people corn in exchange for horses. This is 
the first mention bf horses in the Bible, and was 
more than 1600 yellars before the birth of Christ. 
(Gen. xlvii. 17.) And when Jacob was buried, 
and taken to the land of Canaan, many chariots 
and horseAen went up with the Israelites on 
their journey. (Gen. L 9.) When Pharaoh pur- 
sued after the Israelites, and overtook them on 
the shores of the Bed Sea, he had sixlhundred 
chosen chariots ; these were driven into the path 
in the sea, and both men and hordes perished 
in the waters. In his son^ of praise, fqr this 
great deliverance, Moses says : “ I will sing unto 
the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously j the 
horse and his rider hath He thrown into the ifea.” 
(Exod. XV. 1.) “For the horse of Pharaoh went 
in with his chariots and with his horsemen into 
the sea, and the Lord brought again the waters 
of the sea upon them,” etc. (Verse 19.) 
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Yon have perhaps heard of the AS'abian horse ; 
it is the swiftest and most graceful of its kind, 
and is beloved by the wild Arab as his own life. 
It eats out of his hand ; it lives and sleeps with 
his family ; and no money will tempt the wild 
sous of the desert to part with these beautiful 
and graceful creatures. There are many other 
kinds of horses, but of these you. may read in 
other books ; it is the horses of the Bible I want 
to teU you about. «. 

The strength of the horse is sonfetimes spoken 
o£ but its strength could not* save or deliver 
man from death. (Psa. xxxilL 17 ; cxlvii 10.) 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Habakkuk, all mention 
its swiftness. (Isa xxx. 16 ; Jer. iv. 13 ; Hab. 
L 8.) And its surefootedness Isaiah compares 
with God’s leading His people by Moses: “That 
led them through the deep, as an horse in the 
^wilderness, that they should not stumble.” (Isa 
Ixiii. 13.) Its hard hoofs, prancings, snortings, 
eto.| are alsd mentioned in various parts of the 
ScriptTjres. Black, white, red, bay, speckled, pale, 
^andk^grizzled horses are also spoken of. Zech- 
e&iah saw visions of different coloured horses : 
and^ the Eevelation of St. John you may read 
a great de^ of the remarkable horses and riders 
he saw, and which were to show various events 
that were to happen in the ages to come. 

Horses were used for many things in Bible 
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times, as they axe now i for hnntiiig (Job icttit. 
18), — for mounted soldiers or, cavalry. The 
Philistines, on 'one occasion, fighting against 
Israel, had 6,000 horsemen. (I Sa^ ziiL 5.) 
They bore bnrdens, drew chariots, and earned 
despatches Numbers of them w^ trafiied for 
and God often blames people for trnsting in 
their fieetness, strength, and might* in the battle. 
Kings and great men also often rode on them. 
Ezekiel says, — “The Babylonians, and all the 
Chaldean^ Pekod, and Shoa, and Eoa, and all 
the Assyrians with them ; all of them desirable 
young men, captains and rulers, great lords, and 
renowned, all of them riding upon horsea” (Ezek. 
xxiii. 23.) In the latter days, when God shall res- 
tore Jerusalem, we are told that “in that day there) 
shall be upon the bells of the horses, Holinm vmio 
the Lord.” (Zech. xiv. 20.) Many horses now have 
tinkling bells fastened round their necks, making 
a pleasant sound as they move along. How 
much more beautiful will it be in those det^s 
when even the bells, as it wdre, shall be sancti- 
fied to the praise of Jesus. Horses were guided 
in Bible times as they are now, by a Int and 
bridle, which is spoken of in the Psalms Aid 
also by St. James. 

God forbade the Israelites to multiply horses. 
(Deut xvii# 16.) And Isakh condemns* them 
(chap, ii 7) for disobeying God, who >gave 
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tlus command most likely because horses 
were the pride, of heathen nations, and thus 
their hearts might be drawn into greater 
idolatry. Besides which, horses were devoted, 
or given, to their idols: and disobedience to 
Clod’s bommwd led the Israelites into this 
sin ; for we read in 2 Kings xxiii. 11, of ori^ 
of the kings* of Judah ^who had given some 
horses to the sun, and even placed them close 
to the door of God’s house. Depend upon it, 
dear children, to disobey God is sure to lead 
us into trouble, and bring dowh His anger upon 
us. God did not forbid the Israelites to use 
horses : but He forbade their having many of 
them ; and see the consequencea I am sorry 
to tell you that Solomon disregarded God, 
and brought from Egypt enormous numbers. 
He had 40,000 stalls for horses, and 12,000 
horsemen. (1 Kings iv. 26.) The wicked who 
would not repent, a^ compared to a horse 
rushing into battle. (Jer. viii. 6.) 

Buf again, God compares His church, or 
people, with “ a company of horses in Pharaoh’s 
chariots.” (Song of SoL i 9.) God also speaks 
ofTsrael, add Isays, He “hath made them as 
His good^)^ horse in the battle.” (Zechariah x. 
3.) 

How many lessons we may learai from the 
dumb animals mentioned in the Bible ! 
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THE MULE. 

Tms animal is not so frequently seen as the 
horse or the ass, both of which it resembles; 
sometimes being more like the one, — sometimes 
more like the othet It is often stupid and obsti- 
itliate. (See Psalm xxxii 9.) It is, however, a 
useful creature : and &ough not so handsome 
as the horse, is considered the most sure-footed 
of all animals, and the best able to bear fatigue. 
The mule is used for riding and driving in 
Eastern lands : dlso in many parts of Europe. 

In the times when the Bible was written, it 
• was much used for carrying burdens. (2 Kings 
V. 1 7 ; 1 Chron. xii 40.) 

Mules were always valued by the Israelites, 
though they were forbidden to have large numbers 
of them. They were among the presents brought 
by the . people to king Solomon. They were 
also sold in the fairs of Tyre. (Ez. xxvii. 14.) 
David’s sons all rode on mules. (2 Sam. xiii. 29.) 
Of Absalom, — that wicked man, who rebelled 
against his father, and fled from the battle, — 
we read, “And Absalom rode upon a mule, 
and the mule went under the thibk bought of 
a great oak, and his head caught hold of the 
oak, and he was taken up between the heaven 
and the earth ; and the mule that was > under 
him went away.” (2 Sam. xviiL 9.) And you 
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perhaps know how Jje was left hanging by the 
beautiful hair of^ which he was so proud : and 
soon after a dart was thrust through his heart 
by his own cousin. Such was the end of this 
disobedient son; and God is sure to pufdsh, 
either hhre or hereafter, all children who do not 
honour their parents. I hope none of you, deaP^ 
little friends, will everma^e your parents' hearts 
sad, as David's was made sad by Absalom. 

When Solomon waS crowned king of Israel, he 
rode upon a mule to his coronation; — so you 
see a mule was thought a grea^ deal of in those 
days. And when God shall restore Jerusalem, 
^.mules are to be used, as well as other animals, 
'Ito bring offerings to the holy city. (Is. Ivi. 20.) 

APES. 

These animals are a kind of monkey, but are 
different from them in some respects, as they 
have no tails, and are larger in size. They are 
pamfuUy like human beings. I never see an 
animal of this kind^without feeling humbled, to 
^thinl^how nearly its face approaches to the face 
of i!«aEL These beasts, however, are destitute 
of tbe sense Which God has given to mankind, 
and live in trees, feeding upon leaves, fruits, 
insects, etc. They are chiefly brought from 
Airica* and India. They are only once named 
in the Bible, 1 believe, and that is in 1 Kings 
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X. 22, where read that king Solomon had 
“ at*Bea a navy of Tarshish wUh the navy of 
Hiram : onq| in three years came the navy of 
Tarshish, bringing gold, silver, ivory, and aj>es, 


and 

WEy Solomon should send for these creatures 
Fknow not, for they are neither useful nor 
ornamental : perhaps Jiie wished to see and 
study the habits of every known animal 





PART IV. " 


THE LEOPARD. 

How thankful we should be that in England we 
have no fierce beasts to frighten us, as is the * 

f in nearly every other country. The leo- 
, though a graceful animal to look at, with 
autifully spotted skin, is yet a ravenous, 
dy, and destructive animal The panther 
IS another kind of leopard, but larger and darker 
skinned : and these fierce creatures still abound 
in Palestine, where they attack sheepfolds, and 
cause terror and dismay to the^ shepherds. They 
arp very difficult to guard against, for leopards 
can cjimb trees, swim well, crawl like a seipent, 
i leap tremendously. It has been said of 
this animal that, though always voracious for 
fo<?d, it is always thin. This seems an emblem 
of "persons who indulge in every kind of vanity 
and pleasure freely, hoping to gain happiness, 
but who remain unsatisfied, and have, as the 
Bible says, leanness in theii* souls.” 
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Leopards, in Solomon’s time, lived in the 
mowtains ; and he speaks of tljem there, in his 
Song iv. 8. » Jeremiah says, — “ Can the Ethio- 
pian change his skin, or the leopard his spots ? 
then^oiay ye also do good, that are accustomed ' 
to do evil” (Jer. xiii. 23.) Thus^ou s5e how 
hardened the Jews had Income in their sins. 
One of God’s threatened judgments on the rebel- 
lious Jews was, — “A leopard shall watch ov^r 
their cities,” etc. (Jer. v. 6.) The prophet Hab- 
bakuk speaks of the swiftness of the leopard. 
(Hab.i. 8.) God in anger says, by another prophet^ 
that “ He will observe them (that is watch^Hjfr 
ners) as a leopard by the way.” (Hosea 
Daniel saw a vision of beasts, among whiS-^ 
was one like a leopard, which was to represeA 
or show, the Macedonian kingdom. (Dan. vii. 6.) 
Isaiah speaks of that blessed time, of which 
I believe I told you before, when the “ leopard 
shall lie down with the kid.” (la xi. 6.) And 
lastly, St. John, like Daniel, saw a vision of a 
beast like a leopard, which "irose out of the sea, 

“ having seven heads and- ten horns, and upon « 
his horns ten crowns : and upon his heads the 
hhme of Uasphemy'" * (Eev. xiii 1, 2.) * 

This beast sig^es a false religion. Some 
people think it means the corrupt Church of 
Kome. Very likely it does ; but the book of 
Bevelation is so mysterious, that no one can tell 
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with certainty the meaning ef various things in 
it It is, however, enough .for you, dear children, 
to remember that everything for your salvation 
has been made so plain that you can understand 
it perfectly, and be thus made wise enough to 
obtain Everlasting life. 

TH» BEAR. 

There are many kinds of this awkward, but 
dangerous animal, of which I cannot now tell 
you. Of course when the bear is mentioned 
in the Bible, it is the bear of S 3 rria which is 
meant Bears can feed either on flesh or vege- 
4ables, so that they are unlike such creatures 
M the lion or leopard, who live entirely on flesh, 
^ars do not generally attack man, unless veiy 
angry or hungry ; but they are terrible things 
to fight with. They have large dreadful teeth, 
and heavy paws, which they will clasp round 
their enemy, ^d squeeze him to death. They 
live generally in thick forests or caves, and in 
winter in hollow trees, in which they lie for 
^many weeks without food, A few bears are 
-■tifill found on the high hills of Syria, and if 
puBsued up a mountain, they wiU turn and 
throw heavy stones on their enemies ; and are 
BO fierce that no man alone dare attack them. 
How brave, then, and strong must ithat young 
shepherd have been, who, when bear had 
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seized a lamb t)f his flock, went after him, and, 
without help, caught and slew him. Need I 
tell you this was David. (1 S^. xvii. 84, 85.) 
Daniel saw a vision of a bear, which was told 
to “ arise, devour much flesh I ” (Dan^ vii. 6.) 

This beast represented the kingdom 'of the 
Medes and Persians : which was to conquer and 
kill so many other natioA. God in His judg- 
ments, is compared to a bear “lying in wai|.” 
(Sam. iii. 10.) The bear is very fierce when 
robbed of its whelps, or young ones. This is 
two or three tifnes spoken of in thb Bible. 
When Absalom was fighting against his father 
David, Hushai, one of ^the king’s friends, 
pared David and his mighty men, in theft* 
fierceness and strength, with “ a bew robbed of 
her whelps in a field.” (2 Sam. xvii, 8.) And 
Solomon says : “ Let a bear robbed of her whelps 
meet a man, rather than a fool in his folly.” 
(Prov. xyii. 12,), By which he meant, that 
fierce as a bear would be, it was better to J)e 
tom in pieces in her fury, rather than follow a 
bad man into sin. When Jesus Christ comes 
to reign, “ the cow and the bear shall feed ; 
their young ones shall lie down together,” we 
are told. (Is. xi. 7.) In Proverbs, a “ ranging 
bear ” is compared to " a wicked ruler over the 
poor people/’ (Prov. xxviii. 16.) .God says 4n His 
judgments on sinners, — “I will meet them as a 
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bear that is bereaved of her whelms,” etc. (Hosea 
ziii 8.) 

Thus you see how often this animal’s fierce- 
ness is spoken o£ All of yon, I doubt not, have 
heard that; sad story (2 Kings ii. 23 — 25) of the 
wicked children who mocked the prophet Elisha, 
saying, — “Go up, thou bald-head ; go up, thou, 
bald-head.” Do you know what these children 
meant ? 1 did not when I was a little child. 



A short time before this happened, God had 
taken Elijah &om Elisha, and carried him up to 
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heaven in a cliariot of fire ? Elisha now was 
going up a steep hill, to a place called Bethel : 
and these little children seeing him toiling up 
the ste^ road, most likely with his bald head 
uncovered, mockingly laughed at him, and told 
him to “go up meaning, go up, to heaven as 
your master Elijah did. - This was very wicked. 
Elisha was God’s servant: and God punished 
them for their sin. Elisha cursed them, or said 
they should be punished ; and there came out 
of the wood two she bears, and tore forty-two 
children in pieces. Oh ! how must those wicked 
little children have felt when seized by the mon- 
sters, and torn limb from limb ! Did they call^. 
on God to h^e mei;py and forgive ? We do not 
know ; but we do Imow that tliis dreadful story 
was written for our warning, that we might not 
follow in the same dreadful path. I hope you 
are always respectful to old people, — never 
laughing at their misfortunes, or making fun of 
those who have something stran^ in their 
appearance. Whenever you feel the least in- 
clined to do this, think of the children and the 
bears. 

THE BADGER. 

The badger is generally considered a stupid, 
but inoffensive animal Its habits are solitary, 
or lonely : iff prefers night to day for comng 
out to seek its food. It has a thick flattish 
F 
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body, a short* tail, long pointed Head, and small 
eyes. It ^s a thick grey akin, whichis waterproof. 
It lives in many parts of Europe and Asia. 
It is seldom mentioned in the Bible ; I believe 
only t^ice. In the directions for making the 
Tabernacle, badgers’ skins were to be used ; 
probably because of their strength, and security 
froih rain. (See Ex. xxv. 6.) 

THE FERRET. 

The word given in our translation of the Bible 
as ferret does not mean the* animal we know 
by that name. It is a kind of lizard, whioh 
has a cold, clammy body ; and if it crawls over 
anything, leaves it injured and jinlit for use. 
Well might it be unclean and loathsome to*the 
Israelites, and serve to remind them of the very 
touch or thought of sin leaving a mark on the 
soul, which would make it unfit to approach a 
holy God. (Le^ xi 30.) 

• ♦ 

THE WEASEL or MOLE. 

s The word translated weasel in the Bible means 
St mole. Perhaps some of you have seen what 
are called mole-hills, — little mounds of earth 
thrown up in fields. These little animals, though 
only five or six inches long, are among the 
moat curious creatures in the wcjrld. I could 
tell you much about them ; but the days of the 
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week would be the proper time to read about 
all these things : and I can here only say a 
few words. 

It has a black shining skin, as soft as«yelvet 
It has no outward ear ; but it can hear with 
wonderful quickness. It burrows ftnder ground^ 
and lives and breathes there, as well as weippan 
above it. It builds itself a most wonderful dwel- 
ling under the earth, and has rooms and galleries, 
and quite a little castle in its fortifications. 
But, curious as it is, there are some things about 
it which we cannot admire. It is very ravenous, 
a^d if hungry, will eat up its weaker companion, 
except its skin. Some people^ think it in- 
jures the land ; — but others believe that ani- 
mals who eat grass thrive better where there 
are moles. This animal is twice referred to in 
the Bible : 1st, in Lev. xi 30 ; and again, Isaiah, 
speaking of the latter days, says^"‘ In that day 
a man shall cast his idols of Silver, and his 
idols of gold, which they made each one for 
himself to worship, to the rnole^ and to the bats.” 
(Is. ii. 20.) 

THE MOUSE. • 

The little animal paUed in the Bible a mouse, 
refers to one rather larger than the mouse you have 
so often seen.^Its proper name is jebb04» and it is 
about the size of a rat. It lives and burrows in the 
ground, and is very tiresome in eating the corn in 
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the fields. Do you remember when the Philis- 
tines had stolen'the ark of God from the Israel- 
ites, how He sent these animals to spoil their 
land : ^i^id the foolish people made images of these 
mice to offer to God, thinking it might induce 
Him to send them away. It was considered a 
verj unclean animal, and seems to have been 
particularly forbidden to the Jews ; for Isaiah 
speaks of the eating of it by the idolatrous 
Jews as a great sin, which should be severely 
punished. (See Is. Ixvi 17.) ^ 

THE CONEY « 

Is a sort of rabbit, called now the wijbeb. It 
is often seen in Palestine now ; it is a very 
timid little creature, which lives among rocks, and 
may sometimes be seen basking in the sun upon 
them, for it is very fond of heat. It is men- 
tioned two or three times in the Bible : Lev.xi. 5. 
David says of ft, in Ps. civ. 18, “ The high hills 
are a refuge for Jhe wild goats ; and the rocks 
for fhe conies.” (See also Prov. xxx. 26.) 

, THE HARE. 

This animal is much the s^me as the hare of 
our own country ; of the flesh of which we, 
who ara not under the Jewish.^law, are al- 
lowed to eat. I do not think the hare is 
mentioned more than twice or three times in 
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the Bible, neither is anything said of it, except 
that to the Jews it was to be lyiclean. 

THE WOLF. 

The wolf is an animal of the dog kind, though 
far more savage, fierce, and ravenous. 1 know 
no animal of which so little can be said in its 
favour. It is not useful, nor pretty, nor gentle. 
It is sly, bloodthirsty, and unclean. There is 
hardly any country which is without this odious 
beast. It lives both in cold and hot cojintries, 
though it differs* somewhat in colour and size, 
according to the regions in which it dwells. 
How thankful we should be that in de^r old 
England we need not fear to meet a glaring- 
eyed hungry wolf. A king, called Edgar, suc- 
ceeded in killing nearly all the wolves in 
England, many hundred years ago ; and now for 
a long time not a single wolf has been found. 
If England had not been an inland, we should 
never have been free ; but they cannot swjim 
across the sea. Wolves §o in troops; and 
often they have for miles followed travellers, 
pouncing on their horses, or even themselves, — 
tearing their victims savagely, and drinlfing 
their blood. 

The wolf is often spoken of in the Bible. 
The tribe # Benjamin (Gen. yIix. 27) is com- 
pared to it : — “ Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf : 
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in the morning he shall devour the prey, iind at 
night he shall c^vide the spoil ” This meant, 
that the tribe of Benjamin should be fierce and 
successful warriors or conquerors, and should 
obtain more land and spoil than some of the 
other tJibes. Wolves seek their prey by night 
This is sometimes referred to in the Bible. 
Habakuk says of the Chaldean nation and their 
horses, that they “are more fierce than the 
evening wolves.*’ (Hab. i 8. See also Jer. v. §.) 
The L^d Jesus Christ speaks of their destruc- 
tiveness among sheep ; and that the hireling, or 
hired shepherd, runs away when he sees the 
wolf coming: “And the wolf catcheth them, 
and scattereth the sheep.” (John x. 12.) When 
Jesus sent out His disciples to preach the 
Gospel, He said, — “ Go your ways : Behold, I 
send you forth as lambs among wolves.” (Luke 
X. 3 Matt. x. 16.) This meant that wicked 
people would try to kill them, as the wolves 
do, the gentle lambs. Wicked rulers are com- 
pared,to wolves. Ezekiel says (xxii. 27), “Her 
: princes in the midst thereof are like wolves 
ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy 
souls, to get dishonest gain.” 

Another prophet says, — “ Her princes within 
her are roaring lions ; her judges are evening 
wolves ; they knaw not the bones till the mor- 
row.” (Zep.iii. 3.) Jesus compares false prophets 
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to wolves in sheeps’ clothing.” (Matt vii. 15.) 
St Paul also calls false teachers “grievous 
wolves”# (Acts XX. 29), and good people the 
sheep, — ^for wolves are the greatest enemies of 
sheep. This is no doubt the reason wh]^ Isaiah 
twice tells us that, in that blessed* time of peace 
yet to come, “the wolf also shall dwell with 
the lamb.” (Isa. xi. 6; lxv.>25.) How changed 
toe fierce, greedy nature of the wolf will then 
and in that time of holiness and peace^ 
all false teachers^ and doctrines, of. which the 
wolf is a type, shall be removed far aw^ from 
the followers of Jesus. 

THE UNICORN. 

What this animal really is, or whether there is 
such a creature now in existence, I do not know ; 
learned men have different opinions about it. 
Some think the buffalo is meant ; but there are 
many reasons why this cannot be,- — some *of 
which I win teU you. The unicorn is spoken 
of as having only one honi The buffalo has 
two. But whatever animal is meant by the 
unicorn, it cei*taiuly is not the one you have seen 
painted in what are caUed the “ Queen’s Arms,” 
— the lion and the unicorn. It is far more likely 
to m*ean a kind of rhinoceros. There are many 
fables, or flfiitni6 stories, told of this animal, 
invented to amuse or terrify people ; but they 
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are sometimes so foolish and ndiculpns, that 
even silly, supe^’stitious people cannot believe 
them.. Job speaks of this creature, aili says, — 

Will the unicorn be willing to serve thee, or to 
abide by thy crib ? Canst thou bind the unicorn 
with his ban4 in the furrow ? or will he harrow 
the valleys after thee i Wilt thou trust him, 
because his stren^h is great ? or wilt thou leav^ 
thy labour to him? Wilt thou believe him, 
that he will bring home thy seed, and gather^it 
unto thy barn ?” (Job xxxix. 9 — 12.) 

From this we find that the unicorn was a 
fierce, untamed animal, of great strength. Now 
the buffalo, though sometimes fierce, is often 
tamed and made a most valuable servant to man, 
and is useJ in ploughing and hatrowing th« 
land of Palestine •, so that this seems another 
reason why the unicorn cannot be the buffalo. 
Whatever the old unicorns’ nature might be, the 
young ones are described as active. David says, 
— V * The voice of the Lord is powerful ; the 
voiceiof the Lord Is full of majesty ; the voice 
« of the Lord breaketh the cedars ; yea, the Lord 
breaketh the cedars of Lebanon : He maketh 
them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and 
Sirion like a young Unicom^ (Ps. xxix. 4 — 6.) 
When Balaam, the wicked prophet, was forced 
by God to bless Israel, instead of cursing them, 
twice he compares God’s strength to that of the 



THE BEHEMOTH. 


73 


unicorn : — " (Jod brought him (Israel) forth out 
of Egypt ; He hath as it were the strength of an 
unicorn :*He shall eat up the nations His enemies, 
and shall break their bones, and pierce them 
through with His arrows.” (Num. xxiv. 8 ; 
xxiii. 22 ; Is. xxxiv. 7.) . 

Powerful and wicked enemies are compared 
to the horns of unicorns by David, in that 
1?salm which foretells the sufferings and death 
o£ Jesus. (Ps. xxii. 21.) And in* another Psalm, 
the exaltation, or lifting up, of the saints is 
said to be like the horns of unicorns. (Ps. xciL 
10 .) 

In the blessing of Moses on the tribe of 
Ephraim and Manasseh, he says, — " His glory 
is like the firstling of the bullock^ ^iid his horns 
are like the horns of unicorns ; with them he 
shall push the people together to the ends of 
the earth ; and they are the ten thousands of 
Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Ma- 
nasseh.” (Deut. xxxiii. 17.) • 

Whatever this animal really was, you «ee it 
was well known to ancient writers, or it would 
not have been so often mentioned in the Bible. 

THE BEHEMOTH. 

This animal only once alluded to in the Bible; 
but in the description of it given by Job, it was 
probably some sort of buffalo : perhaps a larger 
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kind than that slill found along the marshy 
banks of the met Jordan. Some people think 
the el^hant is meant by the behemoth, and in 
many respects Job’s description is like that 
animal, When you are older, you can read what 
learned men have said on both sides, and judge 
for yourself. The buffalo may be seen constantly 
in Palestine. It is black, wi^tout hair, and de- 
lights in wallowing in miry pjaces. It is much 
larger than the* ordinary cattle of the country. 
Sometimes it is used in the plough; and its 
milk is much valued by the Arabs for making 
butter. It is at times very fierce, and will tram- 
ple upon people and kill them in its fury. As 
Job lived in the region of the buffalo, I think it 
very likely fie meant, by the behenlbth, an ani- 
mal of the buffalo tribe, and had — as is the cus- 
tom in the language of the East — somewhat 
magnified its great strength. Before you go on 
to the next animal, read what he says about the 
behemoth. (See Job xL 15 — ^24.) 

THE SWINE OR PIG. 

This animal was held in extreme abomination 
by the Jews ; partly beeause heathen nations 
used it in their idolatrous sacrifices, and partly 
on account of its filthy habits, — who does not 
know how dirty and fond of mud ^Chd mire this 
unpleasant looking animal is. But though the 
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grossest or most filthy of animals, it is 6f value 
to man. The Jews and Mahoiuetans do not eat 
it, but we in England are veiy fond of bacon and 
ham ; and what our poor sailors would do in their 
long voyages Without salt pork I know not. In 
hot countries, however, the flesh o^ the swine is 
very unwholesome. It generally produces disease, 
sometimes that m(^t loathsome of all afflictions — 
the leprosy. So that the strict injunctions given 
about not eating it, to the Jews and other southern 
nations, was a merciful command from God. To 
this day, many Jews and all Mahometans con- 
sider themselves defiled by even touching any 
part of it. 

There were two kinds of this animal known in 
Palestine : the wild boar, which livfed in woods 
and was fierce and dangerous (Psa. Ixxx. 13), 
and the same kind as are kept in this country. 
It was probably the former which Jesus meant 
when he said, -“Neither cast ye your pearls (good 
things or words) before swine, lest they tramj^e 
them under their feet, and turn again and.rend 
(or tear) you.” (Matt. viL 6.) And St. Peter 
alluded to the latter, or tamer kind, when he 
spoke of the sow, or female swine, that was 
washed, returning to her wallowing in the mire. 
(2 Pet, This is like the wicked retum- 

ing again and again to sin, after they *have 
professed to repent and seek God; better, far 
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better, 'would it have been for* such persons 
not to have knoj^n what was right, than having 
known it, to forsake it and return into sin. Swine, 
kept in the time when the Evangelists wrote 
their Gospels, were generally in herds, and 
had a man to^ attend them. This situation was 
considered the lowest a person could have. Do 
you remember how the pro(^al son, when he 
had spent ^all that he had, went and hired him- 
self to a citizen, who sent him into the fields to 
feed swine ; in his hunger, he even desired to 
eat the husks, or beans, that the swine were fed 
upon, but no man gave to him. This misery 
brought him to himself, he became -sorry for his 
sin, and then he returned to his loving father 
and asked his forgiveness. We, dear children, 
when we are in trouble are often humbled and in 
sorrow for our sins, and are thus led back to the 
feet of our loving Saviour Jesus Christ. The 
Jews were often condemned for disobeying God's 
cginmand, and eating swine's flesh. Isaiah says 
of wicked IsfaeUtes : “A people that pro- 
voketh me to anger continally to my face ; that 
sacrificeth in gardens, and bumeth incense upon 
aftars of brick ; which remain among the graves, 
and lodge in the monuments ; which eat swine's 
flesh, and broth of abominable tl^gs is in their 
vessels,” etc. (Isa. Ixv. 3.) Ano^again, — '^He 
that offereth an oblation, as if he offered swine's 
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blood.” (Isa. Ixvi. 3.) ’ And' in the seventeenth 
verse of the same chapter, hft again refers to 
eating the flesh of this aninfal as an abomination 
and insult to God. When Jerusalem was^taken, 
some time after the days of Isaiah, l^y that 
dreadfully wicked man Antiochus Epiphanes, 
who plundered the Temple, and took away the 
daily sacrifice, in^order to show his hatred and 
contempt for Judah’s law and Judah’s God ; he 
sacrificed a swine upon the very altar of the 
Temple itself, anj^ with the broth of its flesh he 
sprinkled the holy place. Could anything have 
been more abominable or revolting to the poor 
Jews, who were murdered and tortured in thou- 
sands by this savage tyrant. AH this came 
upon them as a punishment for their sins. After- 
wards a mighty deliverer arose, in Judas Macca- 
baeus : a hero indeed, who rescued his people and 
purified the temple. 

On the shores of- the^Sea of Galilee there is a 
little place ’called Gergesa, or Gersa, or Thersa, 
the inhabitants of which in the time ef our 
Saviour were most likely termed Gergesenes. ' 
Above this village rises a mountain, upon wlpch 
the remains of tombs are still visible. Waling 
along the shores of the Sea of Galilee, Jesu& 
one da^ wg^ met by two poor deranged men 
coming from these tombs. None but insane, or 
wicked people would frequent these places, be- 
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cause to come in contact with the dead made a 
man unclean according to the law, but these 
poor creatures knew It not. Fierce and frightful, 
both in appearance and habits, no one dared go 
near them. Jesus was not afraid. The evil 
spirits in these poor men knew their Conqueror 
was there, and on Him they had no power ; 
therefore they cried out with fear, and wished 
Jesus to leave them alone. But this He would 
not do, for He desired to save these unhappy 
men. The devils then asked Him to allow them 
to enter into an herd of swine, which was feeding 
a good way off, and “He said unto them, go.” 
And what happened ? Immediately the swine 
became mad, and not knowing what was upon 
them or what they did, rushed violently down a 
steep place “ into the sea, and perished in the 
waters.” Now, why do you think, dear children, 
God permitted these swine to be destroyed? 
Were they no! unclean ^mals? and had not the 
Jews been expressly warned mi to'keep them? 
pEvencif they belonged to Gentiles, many of 
• whom lived on the shores of this sea, they knew 
th^t to keep these animals was an abomination 
to the Jews ; and in. either case, keeping them 
Was in disobedience to the commands of God ; 
therefore it was that Jesus to pui?ish their sin, 
suffered the devils to destroy theVhole herd. 
And what happened afterwards ? “*They that 
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kept them flefl, and went their ways into the 
city, and told ever 3 rthing, and what was befallen 
to the possessed of the devils. And, behold, the 
whole city came out to meet Jesus : and when 
they saw Him, they besought Him that He 
wo'dd depart out of their coasts.” (Matt, viii 
83, 34.) Oh I what a sad request, to ask the 
Son of God to leave them ! How different was 
the behaviour of one of the poor meh out of 
whom the devil was cast. When the Gergesenes 
came to Jesus, they found him who had been a 
terror to them all, “clothed and in his right 
mind,” sitting by his Saviour, ready to follow 
Him wherever He went. 

Did Jesus answer the request of the Gerge- 
senes? did He tell them how dreadful it was 
to request the Son of God to leave them? We 
do not read that He did. They had seen the 
miracle He had wrought, — the maniac res'tored, 
the devils overpowered, *-and if these signs did 
not touch their hearts, ’nothing would. Th^ir 
day of grace was past. The Saviour left tl^em to 
die unbelieving, and withoiit sorrow for their 
sins. And, rememlcr this, dear children, we never 
hear of Him returning among them. He entered 
into a little ^rip to leave ; but there was one who 
followed Him with earnest entreaties that he 
might go wim Him. It was that hitherto’ fierce 
madman. But Jesus would not allow him. 
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Why 1 Because he was to go and'tell his friends 
and relations what great things Jesus had done 
for him. And the man inimediately obeyed,^ md 
went and published the news of the goodness'^ of 
Jesus throughout all the region. (Mark v.) I 
do not know what became of the other man who 
was healed. I fear he, like the Gergesenes, went 
away and left the Son of God; for St. Mark 
does not even mention him, and St. Matthew 
simply says there were two instead of one : but 
he does not seem to have loved and believed 
Jesus as did his companion. 

Now, dear little friends, I have a question to 
put to you. Jesus has often spoken to your 
heart, you have heard of His wonders, you know 
He is the Son of God ; yet are you wishing Him 
to leave you, and let you still go on sinning ? I 
trust not. I hope you will ask Him to abide 
with ‘you here, and like the restored madman, 
spend your tme in telling others of His mercy 
aud goodness to you. Then, though now perhaps 
you pannot be in® His presence, as you have 
work on earth to do, He will hereafter take 
yo^-ito His glorious kingdom, to abide with Him 
for ever. 

THE FOX. 

In the Bible the word called “fw” sometimes 
meanis a jackal, which is an aninml very like a 
fox, only fiercer and of more disagreeable habits, 
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and is far more numerous Ja Palestine. The fox 
is iconsidered the most cunning, of all animals. 
^Vhen Jesus Christ sente, message to Herod, he 
calfed him “ that fox ” xiii. 32)^ — ^meaning 
that he was a deceitful man. The fox can ^lever 
be made to show . either gratitude, or affection, 
'v^ich is a sad fe^re in its disposition. 

' Foxes are found in almost all countries, though 
varying in colour. In England they are getting 
scarce, as they are so much hunted They live 
in dens or holes ^in the earth, generally near 
some wood, and seek their prey by night. Jesus 
says, — “^he foxes have holes, and the birds of 
the air have nests; but the Son of man hath 
not where to lay His head” (Matt, viii 20; 
Luke ix. 58.) Exekiel compares fal^ prophets 
to foxes in the deserts. (Exek. xiiL 4.) You 
may perhaps remember how Samson punished 
the Philistines, by tying firebrands to the tails 
of three-hundred foxes or jackals, and sending 
them among the standing corn^ by which means 
their harvest was spoilt. (Judg. xv. 4 — 6.) t 
Jackals are different to foxes, as they go in 
troops together to seek their prey.. The noiqp 
they make is dismal, wild, and hideous ; some- 
times they yelp or bark, sometimes they scream 
or wail horril^, — rising higher at -one tim^ 
sinking lower at anolhor. They frequent* the 
neighbourhood of graves, and often scratch up 

n 
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the newly-buried dead, if not properly secured, 
and devour the bodies. Perhaps this is what 
David meant, when he said of the enemies of 
God, — They shall fall.by the sword ; they shall 
be arportion for foxes.” (Psa. Ixiii. 10.) David, 
at the time he wrote this, was a wanderer in the 
wilderness of Judah, and must have been re- 
minded of this expression by the horrid yells 
and screams the jackals made at night. 

' In the Song of Solomon ii. 1 5, there is this 
verse : “ Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that 
spoil the vines ; for our vines have tender grapes.” 
Foxes were very fond of the tender \ines and 
grapes, and were very destructive amongst them ; 
and beinff small animals, could the better hide 
in vineyOTds. 

Little sins are like little foxes, — ^they injure 
people’s souls even more than great offences, 
because, they think of them less ; and by this 
means they grow worse and worse, and sin more 
•ftnd more. Beware of little sins, — at least, what 
are ^called “ little ones ” by the world, for in God’s 
eye all sins are great. Watch your hearts for 
the first appearance of thought of evil, and pray 
■that God will keep you from little sins. 

THE DOG. 

We come now to a . very well-known animal, 
and a great favourite. But though such noble 
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and faithftil creatures in our country, the dogs 
of the East are disliked almost more than any 
animals. In Egypt they are a perfect pest ; for 
they are loathsome, ill-tempered, and vicious. 
They howl and prowl about at night also, to the 
great discomfort of the people who live near 
them.* David refers to this habit, and compares 
it to the conduct of the wicked : “ They return 
at evening ; they make a noise Like a dc^, and 
go round about the city.” (Psa. lix. 6, 14, 15.) 

Eastern dogs are useful as scavengers, for they 
clear away all the re^se of the cities. They 
are never caressed, or even taken into the houses. 
In Palestine the shepherds have their dogs, but 
they are not half the use to them that the ‘shep- 
herds’ dogs are in England, and th^ are im- 
pleasant looking creatures. These animals are 
also much fiercer than our dogs, and are fo^d of 
blood. 

Dogs are so often spoken of in the Bible, that 
I cannot tell you half the places ; you must try 
and look them out for yourselves. The Jews 
despised dogs very much ; and when men were 
ill-treated, they were accustomed to speak pf 
themselves as used as if they were dogs. Abner, 
the captain of Israel’s host, asked the king of 
Israel if he a dog’s head, that he should be 
scorned. (2 Sam. iii. 8.) A question like this 
was asked of Elisha the prophet, by wicked 
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Hazsad. (2 Kmgs viii 12.) "the Jews called 
^ Geotiles dogs, because they were at that 
time beneath them. When the poor Gentile 
woman came to Jesus, implori^ Him to heal 
her daughter, He said, — “ It is not meet to take 
the children^ br^ad and cast it tp dogs.^’ (Matt 
XV. 26.) The children meant the Jews. This 
woman's reply was beautiful: “Truth, Lord,” 
she said, “ yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which 
fall from their master's table : ” meaning, — ^it is 
true I am no better than a dog, yet even dogs 
are allowed to have the ^d which their masters 
do not care for. This beautiful reply pleased 
Jesus, and He spoke of her great faith, and 
" heale*d her daughter. 

Nothing holy or dedicated to God was to be 
given to dogs. (Matt. viL 6.) Neither would 
God, accept the price of a dog, or money paid 
for one/ from the Jews ; He calls it an abomina- 
tion. (Deut. xxiii. 18.) Things tom by beasts 
might be given to dogs to eat. (See Exod. xxiL 
31.)e I need hardly tell you that to sacrifice a 
dog was forbidden. (Isa. Ixvi 3.) That it was 
Slavery unclean animal, we may leam from dogs 
oomiz^ and licking the spres of the beggar 
Lazarus, which was a loathsome and unclean 
thing to do,; and still more diVgusting, is the 
habit of eating again its own vomit : which 
Si Peter mentions, as showing the impurity of 
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sinners. (2 Peter ii. 22.) Its impatience and 
crueJ-ty are also alluded to, in Proverbs xxvi 
17, ai^ Fsalma xxii. 18. 

To be eaten by dogs when dead, was a curse 
sent by God upon the. seed of kings more^than 
once. Of Jeroboam, who tau|lit kts people to 
commit idolatry, it was said, — “ HiA that dieth 
of Jeroboam in the city, shall the de^s eat** 
(1 Kings xiv. 11.) Of Ahab, who murdered 
Naboth because he wanted his vineyard, Elijah 
was told to say, - 5 -*' In the place where dogs 
licked the blood of Naboth, shall dogs lick thy 
blood, even thine.** (1 Kings xxi. 18.) And we 
read of Ahab’s wife JezebeL(2 Kings ix. 35),^ 
when she had been thrown out of the window, ^ 
and trampled under the wheels of Jehu’s chariot, 
that when they went to bury her,? — “ They found 
no more of her than the skull, and the feet» and . 
the palms of the hands,** — for the dogs had eaten 
her flesh. When Ahab’s chariot was washed in 
the Fool of Samaria, after the .battle of Bamoth- 
Gilead, the dogs came and licked liis blood, 
according to God’s word. (1 Kings xxiL 38.) 

Doga are often compared to the wicked in the 
Bible, but never to the righteous; they were 
considered lower thhn most^other animals. Solo- 
mon compares/ a fool in his foUy to a dog. 
(Prov. xxvii. 11.) The ministers of Isra^ in 
times of idolatiy are said to be like **dumb 
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dogs, they- cannot bark : sleeping, lying down, 
loving to slumber: yea, they are greedy dogs, 
which can never have enough.” (Isa. Ivi. 10, 11.) 
St. Paul says, “ Beware of dogs, beware of evil 
workers,” etc. (Phil, ui 2), — which means, 
beware of false ^achers who would lead you 
wrong. And in the glorious city of heaven, 
where there shall enter nothing that defileth, or 
is unclean, or unholy, we read, in the last 
chapter of the Bible, “ without ” (that is, outside 
the. gates of heaven), are dogs (or evil 

workers), and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and 
murderers, and idolaters, and whatsoever loveth 
and maketh a LIE.” (Eev. xxii. 15.) 

Dear children, I hope I have not tired you ; 
but I have now told you, I believe, something 
of all the ’ animals mentioned in the Bible. I 
hava spoken of the dog last, because it is the 
last-named animal in the Bible; and I now want 
to press upon you the solemn question, as to 
whether you think you are tit to enter wUMn the 
golden gates of heaven, or to be left without, 
among the unclean dogs, who can never enter 
therein? I am sure you all earnestly desire to 
go to heaven when yon die *, but are yon striving 
earnestly to walk in the riarrow road which 
leads there? I hope you are, an& that each and 
all of you will enter within the gates, leaving 
without all that is unholy and impure. 
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Q. Into how many kinds were animals di- 
vided under the Jewish law ? 

A. Two. The clean and unclean. 

Q. Were aniipala fierce in the garden of- 
Eden ? 

A. No. But when sin entered, their natures 
as well as those of men, were changed. 

Q. Who gave the beasts their names ? 

A. Adam, 

Q. Who first brought an offering of hfe flock ? 
A. Abel. 

Q. Of what were sacrifices a type ? 

A, Of Jesus Christ's offering up Himself. 

Q. What animals were used in sacrifice ? 

A. Bullocks, sheep, and goats. , 

Q. What tribes of Israel had the greatest , 
number of flocks and herds ? 

A. Eeuben and Gad. * 

Q. What prophet was a herdsman'? 

A. Amos. P 

Q. What king and prophet was a shepherd ? 
A. David. 
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Q. What man, afterwards a^ king, was met 
by Samnel looking for his father’s asses ? 

A. Saul, the son of Kish. 

Q. What is ah ox-goad ? 

A.^ A long pointed pole, used for urging on 
oxen. 

Q. Who slew 600 men with an ox-goad ? 

A, Shamgar, a judge of Israel. 

Q. Who was ploughing with twelve yoke of 
oxen, when called to be a prophet ? 

A. Elisha. 

r 

Q. Who says, “ The ox knoweth his owner, 
and the ass his master’s crib ” 1 

A. Isaiah. 

Q. What nation worshipped bulls ? 

A. The Egyptians. 

Q. What nation made a golden calf in Horeb ? 

A, The Israelites. 

Q. ’ Who made a molten sea, which stood 
upon twelve oxen? 

A. Solomon. 

Q. , Who made golden calves in Dan and 
iBeersheba, and taught the Israelites to worship 
them? 

!d.. King Jeroboam. 

Q. Who is called “ the Lamb of God ” ? 

A, Jesus Christ. 

Q. • What sort of tails have the sheep of 
Palestine ? 
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A, Long, heavy tails ; tlie fat of whicli is 
much esteemed. 

Q. Who is called the Good Shepherd i 

A. Jesuh. 

Q. Is the Eastern shepherd’s life a dangerous 
one? , 

A, Yes. Sometimes^he loses his life to save 
his sheep. 

Q. Do the sheep go before, or follow after 
the shepherd, in the East ? 

A. They follow after. 

Q, What beautiful verses in the Bible does 
this explain ? 

A. John X; 4, 5. 

Q, What’ animals are great enemies to the 
sheep ? 

A. Wolves, bears, lions, leopards, hyenas, etc. 

Q, What great lawgiver kept for forty years 
his father-in-law’s sheep ^ the wilderness ? 

A, Moses. • ' 

Q. Who were keeping their flocks by night 
when the birtfi of Jesus was told them ? • 

A. The shepherds of Bethlehem. 

Q. How many sheep did Solomon sacrifice 
at the dedication of the temple ? 

A. One hundred and twenty thousand. 

Q. How mSiny oxen ? 

A. Twenty-two thousand. 

Q. Who are compared to sheep and goats ? 
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A, The righteous and the wicked. 

Q. What is the goat covered with ? 

A. Hair instead of wooL 

Q. For what is it celebrated ? ♦ 

A^ Its sure-footedness and courage. 

Q. Is its^milk useful ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What are the young of goats called ? 

A, Kids. 

Q. Who made savoury meat from kid’s flesh ? 

A. Eebekah. 

Q. Of what kingdom was the goat an 
emblem ? 

A. The Macedonian Empire. 

Q. What sacrifice of goats was the most 
typical under the Jewish law ? 

A. That on the day of Atonement, when 
two goats were taken, and one killed. The 
other, called the scape-goat, was sent far off 
into the wilderness, after having had the sins 
of the people confessed over it. 

Of what was the scape-goat a type ? 

' ^A. Of Him who bore our sins and carried 
our sorrows on Himself, by shedding His blood 
for all who believe on Him. 

Q. What are harts and hinds ? 

A. Deer ; so called at the agft of six years. 

Q.’ Are there many in Palestine ? 

A, Yes. Where they may often be seen 
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feeding among^ the lilies, and skipping on the 
hills. 

Q. To whom are they thus compared ? 

A. Jesds Christ. 

Q. Who was compared to a hind let lopse ? 

A. NapthalL , 

Q. Who was said to be light of foot, as a 
young roe ? 

A. David’s nephew, Asahel. 

Q. Is the hind very tender to its young ? 

A, Yes ; it w^ never forsake them except 
when famishing with hunger. 

Q. Who describes himself as panting for his 
God, like a hart after the waterbrooks ? 

A. David. 

Q. In what does the roebuck diJBFer in habit 
from the hart 

A. Not going in herds, but in single, families. 

Q. What is the Pygarg ? 

A, A kind of antelope, with splendid horns. 

Q. What is the wild ox of the Bible ? 

A. A kind of stag, — ^properly called the^oryx. 

Q. What do some people suppose the 
chamois of the Bible to mean ? 

A. The giraffe. 

Q. What is the chamois ? 

At A smafi, wild, graceful antelope. 

Q. Where is the fallow-deer often seed ? 

A, In English parks. 
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Q. Ib the ass the East like oxtr asses in 
England 1 

A. No ; it is a mneh finer ammal. 

Q. How many kinds of asses are there 1 
Two : — ^the wild mid the tame one. 

Q. Who made several allusions to the wild 
ass? 

A. Job. 

Q. . What king, when a madman, made his 
dwelling wittothe wild asses ? 

A. Nebuchadnezzar. ‘ . 

Q. What nations hunt and eat the wild ass ? 

A. The Tartars and Persians. 

Q. Who rode upon white asses? 

A. Great men of olden times. 

Q. Who had 500 she-asses, 7,000 sheep, and 
3,000 camels ? 

' * 

A. Job. 

Q. * When was an ass’s head sold for eighty 
pieces of silver ? 

A. At the siege of Samaria. 

Q. ^ What tribe of Israel was compared to a 
strong ass, etc. ? 

A. Issachar. 

tj. Who killed 1,000 men with the jaw-bone 
of an ass ? 

A. Samson. '■ 

Q * Who rode upon a young ass into Jeru- 
salem? 
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A. The Lord Jesus Christ. 

Q. What animal is called ‘‘the king of 
beasts ”? 

A, The lion. 

Q, What is said of the lion’s roar ? 

A. It makes all other animals i^remble. 

Q. Who are bold as a lion 1 
A. The righteous. 

Q. Who was cast into a den of lionij^t 
A, Daniel. 

Q. Who killed a lion and a bear ? 

A. David. 

Q. Who tore a lion as if it were a little 
kid? 

A. Samson. 

Q. Who slew a lion in a pit, on a snowy 
day? 

A. Benaiah. 

Q. Who was slain by a lion ? 

A. The disobedient prophet. 

Q. Who had twelve figures of lions about 
his throne ?^ 

A. Solomon. 

Q. What tribes are called “ a lion’s whelp ” ? 
A. The tribes of Judah and Dan. 

Q. What two men were said to be stronger 
than lions ? ^ 

A. Saul and Jonathaa 

Q. Who is called the “ roaring Hon ” ? 
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A. Satan. 

Q. 'Who is called the lion of the tribe of 
.Judah? 

A, The Lord Jesus Christ. 

What animal has been called the ship 
of the desert? 

A. The camel. , 

Q. What is the difference between a camel 
an^ a dromedary ? 

A. The camel has two humps ; the dromedary 
only one hump on its back. 

Q. How long can the camel go without 
water? 

A, Seven or ^ght days. 

Q. Is it a patient animal ? 

A. Very much so ; and most enduring. 

Q. Who speaks of its swiftness ? 

A, Jeremiah. 

Q/ Who had a garment of camels’ hair? 

A, John the Baptist. 

Q, Name some men mentioned in the Bible 
jSt being rich in Camels. ^ 

A. Abraham, Jacob, Job, etc. 

Q. Who hid her father’s idols in the camel’s 
saddle? 

A. ' EacheL 

Q. What nation had camels ulmost without 
number ? 

A The Midianites. 
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Q, Who took from the Hargarites 60,000 
camels ? 

A. The tribes of Eeuben, Gad, and the haK- 
tribe of Manasseh. 

Q, Who sent forty cainels, laden with ^od 
things, to the prophet Elijah ? , 

A, Benhadad, king of Syria. 

Q. Who fled from Gideon on camels ? 

A. Zebah and Zalmiinna, kings of Midian. 

Q. What queen had many camels in her 
trail! ? 

A. The queen of Sheba. 

Q. What animal cannot be equalled in 
beauty, courage, strength, and swiftness ? 

A. The horse. 

Q. Where is there a fine description of the 
war-horse ? 

A. In the book of Job. 

Q. Who were forbidden to multiply horses ? 

A. The Israelites. 

Q. Who are supposed to have found out the 
value and use of the horse ? , 

A. The Egyptians. 

Q. Whose chariots and horses were lost m 
the Bed Sea? 

A. Pharaoh's. 

Q, Where sfre the finest horses ? 

A, ^n Arabia. 

Q, Who had 40,000 stalls. for horseS 1 
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A. Solomon. 

Q. What animal is regarded as the most 
sure-footed, and the beat able to beaf fatigue t 

A. The mule. 

Q. In Tirhat Mrs^were mules sold, in Bible 
times ? . 

A. The fairs of T^. 

Q. Who rode on a mule under an oalc, where 
his long hair caught, and he was left hanging 
in the tree ? '' 

A. Absalom. * 

Q. Who rode on a mule to his coronation ? 

A. Solomon. 

♦ 

Q. Who had apes brought from Tarshish, 
bj^ a navy ? 

A. Solomon- 

Q. What sort of animal is the leopard ? 

A. A graceful spotted creature ; but fierce, 
sly, and bloodthirsty. 

Q. Who asks if the leopard can change his 
spots? 

A Jeremiah. 

Q. , Name one of God’s threatened judgments 
connected with the leopard. 

A. “A leopard shall watch over their cities.” 
(Jer. V. 6.) 

Q. Who speaks of the swiftness of the 
leopard ? • 

A, Habakkuk. 



QUEBTIOiaB ON ANnCALS. 


97 


Q. What sort of animal is the bear ? 

A. An awkward, but dangerous one. 

Qm What makes the bear particularly fierce ? 

A Being bereaved of her whelps, — This is 
several times mentioned in the Bible. 

Q. How many wicked childrei^did two she- 
bears once tear in pieces ? 

A. Forty-two. 

Q. What had these children done ? * 

A. Mocked the pit^phet Elijah. 

Q. How are badgers’ skins mentioned in the 
Bible ? 

A. In the making df the Tabernacle. 

Q. What sort of creature does the ferret 
mentioned in the Bible mean ? 

A. A noxious kind of lizard. 

Q. Where does the mole dwell ? 

A, Under the ground. 

Q. What does Isaiah say of idols ? 

A. A time shall come when they shall be 
cast to the moles and to the bats. (Is. ii. 20.) 

Q. Was it considered unclean to eat the 
mouse ? 

A. Very much so. 

Q. What did these little creatures do to 
corn 1 

A. They destroyed it. 

Q. »What is the coney ? 

A. A kind of rabbit, living among rocks. 

H 
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Q. Was the hare unclean to tlie Jews ? 

A Yes. 

Q. What sort of creature is the wolf? 

A. Of the dog kind, — sly, savage, and cruel. . 

Q. What tribe of Israel was compared to a 
wolf ? 

^A. Benjamin. 

Q. To what does Jesus compare false pro- 
phets ? * ‘ 

A. Wolves in sheeps* clothing. 

Q. What do some people suppose the uni- 
corn to mean ? 

A. The rhinoceros. * 

Q, Who speaks of the behemoth ; and what 
animal is it thought to mean ? 

A. Job. Some think the buffalo. 

Q. What animal was held in great abhor- 
rence by the Jews for its filthy habits ? 

A" The swine. 

Q. In hot countries, what disease does eating 
its flesh often produce ? 

Leprosy. 

Q. Who was sent into the fields to feed 
swine ? 

A. The prodigal son. 

Q, Who sacrificed a swine on God’s altar ? 

A- Antiochus Epiphanes. t 

Q, • Who permitted devils to enter a*herd of 
swine ? 
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A, The Lord Jesus. 

Q, What sort of animal is the fox, or jackal ? 
A. Veiy sly, and incapable of affection. 

Q. Who caught fSOO jackals, and, tying fire- 
brands to their tails, sent them among his eifemes’ 
corn ? • 

A. Samson*. 

Q. What did the Lord Jesus call Herod ? 

A. That fox.” 

Q. What sort of noise do jackals make ? 

A. A dreadful, wailing and howling. 

Q. Is the dog liked in the East ? 

A. No ; he is despised. 

Q. Who called the Gentiles dogs ? 

A, The Jews. 

Q. What did the poor woman say* to the 
Lord Jesus about this ? 

A. “ The dogs eat of the crumbs which fall 
from their master’s table.” 

Q. Was the Lord Jesus pleased ? 

A Yes. He praised her faith, and healed 
her child. . 

Q. Whose blood was licked up by dogs ? 

A. Ahab’s. , 

Q. Who was eaten by dogs ? 

A. The had q[ueen Jezebel. 

Q. To whonS are dogs compared ? 

A. The wicked, in many parts of the Bible. 
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Q. "What are said to be "witbout the gates of 
beaveu ? 

A. Dogs. 

What does this mean ? , 

Ja. Bad people. 

Q. What is the last animal named in the 
Bible ? 

A. The dog. 


END OF AVIMALS. 
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I THINK there is •almost as much said in the 
Bible about birds as of animals ; and quite as 
tnany useful lessons to be learnt from their ha- 
bits and instinct as from four-footed creatures. 
As among the beasts there was a,nlean and an 
unclean kind, so among the birds there was the 
same ; and the law qf not eating the blood was 
given by God for both. There are innocent and 
gentle birds, which feed on plain fo^ ; and 
there are what are called carnivorous birds, 
which devour flesh as voraciously as even the 
jackal or wolf. Birds, like beasts, were crdkted 
for God’s glory. (Psalm cxlviii. 10.) They also 
received names from Adam (Gen. ii. 19), and 
were placed under his subjection. (See Gen. i. 
30; i. 26.) Thg Second Commandment forbids 
the worship of birds, but many heathen nations 
disobeyed this law, and brpught down God's 
heavy judgments upon thegl in consequence. 
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Birds differ in their habits, in the places in 
which they dwell, and the positions in which 
they build their nests. Some are found in the 
very streets of towns, while others inhabit des- 
erts, ruins, mountains, or marshes. Some make 
their liests iif trees, some among rocks, or ruins, 
on the roofs of houses, or even on the ground. 
Some fly high and quickly, others only clumsily, 
and some not at all. Other kinds are migratory 
(Jer. viii. 7), that is, — t^ey remove from one 
country to another at different seasons, or in 
times of diltress and famine. One of the pro- 
phets says, speaking of the desolations of Judah,* 
‘‘I beheld, and lo, there was no man, and all the 
birds of the^heavens were fled.” (Jer. iv. 25.) 
All these peculiarities of birds are mentioned 
at various times in the Bible, showing us how 
well ■the writers of the Holy Book knew their 
habits. # 

The singing of birds is, as you know, very 
sweet and joyous ; and this is beautifully spo- 
ken ‘of in the Scriptures. (See Psalm civ. 12 ; 
Ecclesiastes xii. 4.) In the Song of Solomon 
there is a description of spring-time, in which 
this is also mentioned : “ Lo, the winter is past, 
the rain is over and gone ; the; flowers appear 
on the earth ; the time of the singing of birds is 
come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our 
land.” (Song of Solomon ii. 12.) Each of these 
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little feathered singers has a different note; 
some sweet and clear, some loud and shriU. 
There are other birds who do not sing at all ; 
but croak, hoot, or scream, or make other un- 
pleasant sounds : these are not so welcome to 
us as their gentler companions, which we "often 
see cruelly confined in cages, far from their 
comfortable little nests and happy associates. 
Jeremiah alludes to birds in cages, 'even in his 
time. (See chap. v. 27.) But 'I must hasten to 
tell you a little o^ eack Bird that wS find men- 
tioned in the Bible. 





PART I. 


THE DOVE OR PIGEON. 

Thebe are Aany different species of these sweet, 
gentle, and Hving birds, and in Syria and Pal- 
estine they are very abundant. The two kinds 
best known are the ring-dove, and the turtle- 
dove. Pigeons, which are the same sort of 
birds, are found all over the'^orld, but in the 
most enormous numbers in America. You 
must 3;ead in books of natural history the extra- 
ordinary accounts given of the millions and 
millions of these birds, which fly in flocks miles 
in length, and make the air appear black with 
their <7ast numbers. When they alight, to seek 
rest and food, upon the large forest trees, whole 
acses are broken down and crushed by their 
weight, while the ground itself is injured for 
years afterwards. The ring-dove is the largest 
of this kind of bird. It is wild and swift, 
generally roosts in trees, and cannot ever be 
tamed, or made to five in captivity. ^ Its coo- 
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ing is more sorrowful than that of any other 
bird The turtle-dove comes to England during 
the spring and simmer. I daresay you have 
seen it and heard its soft, sweet, cooing voice. 
It is noted for its love for its mate, and if one 
dies its companion suffers so deeply it often 
pines away and dies also. What a sweet lesson 
of love we may learn from this bird. David 
speaks of a dove whose wings are covered with 
silver, and her feathers of yellow gold. (Psa. 
Ixviii IR) These is a dove of this kind, 
found near Damascus, with such bi%ht yeUow 
feathers as make it shine almost like gold, 
and it is to this he is thought to have al- 
luded. He says in another psalm, “Oh that I 
had wings like a dove! for then would I fly 
away and be at rest: lo, then would I wander 
far off, and remain in the wilderness.” (Psalm 
Iv. 6, 7.) Doves can fly swiftly away, far from 
their enemies, on the least appeamnoe of danger, 
and this was what David wished to do from 
, his persecutors. • 

Doves’ eyes are very sweet, soft, and liquid. 
They are fond of bafhing themselves in clear 
water, which makes their eyes look as if washed 
in milk. This is what the church (or holy people) 
means when of Jesus she says, “His eyes are as 
doves’ by the rivers of waters^washed with milk, 
and fitly set.” (Song of Soromon v. 12.) And 
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Jesus says His bride, or churcdi, has dove’s eyes. 
(See chaps, iv. 1 ; L 15.) And again, He says 
to His church, — “ Oh ! my dc^-e, that art in the 
clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the 
stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear 
thy voice ; fer sweet is thy voice, and thy count- 
enance is comely.” (Song of Solomon ii. 14.) 
Doves sometimes build their nests in the clefts of 
rocks, or on the sides of old buildings. Jeremiah 
alludes to this : ‘‘ Oh ! ye that dwell in Moab, 
leave the cities and dwell in the rock, and be like 
a dove that maketh her nest in the sides of the 
hole’s mouth.” (Jer. xlvui. 28.) The mourning 
of doves is often spoken of in the Bible. Isaiah 
says ; We roar all like bears, and mourn sore 
like doves'' etc. (Isa. lix. 11.) And Ezekiel says, 
speaking of Israel’s troubles : “ They that escape 
of th,em shall escape, and shall be on the moun- 
• tains like doves of the valleys, all of them mourn- 
ing, every one for his iniquity.” (Ezek. vii. 16.) 

There is one kind of dove which has a voice 
so plaintive, that to listen to it for any length of 
time, makes people quite sad. Hezekiah, in his 
beautiful song of thanksgiying after his recovery, 
says : “ I did mourn as a dove : mine eyes fail 
with looking upward : 0 Lord, I am oppressed ; 
•undertake for me.” (Isaiah xxxviii 14.) The 
prophet Hahum ^o speaks of the mournful 
** tahering of doves upon their ireastsf — ^this meant 
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swelling out their breasts until their necks 
rested on their bosoms, and then beginning 
their sorrowful song ; he says, "should the 
captives bf Huzzab (or Mneveh) be led away 
from their land, their heads down, and voices 
low and sad.” (NaL 11*7.) • 

The dove is meek and harmless ; therefore it 
is an example to Christians. Jesus says to His 
disciples : "Be ye therefore wise as serpents, and 
harmless as doves.” (Matt. x. 16.) It is a timid 
bird, and easily frightened, and then it trembles 
with fear. Hosea says of the Israelites : " They 
shall tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as a 
dove out of the land of Assyria.” (Ifos. xL 11.) 

In another place, the swiftness of the dove's 
flight is given as a type of the rapid return of 
Israel to their own land, when God shall re- 
store them to it again : " Who are these, that 
fly as a cloud, and as doves to their windows ? ” 
(Isa. lx. 8.) 

The first mention of doves used in sacrific^ is 
in Genesis xv. 9, when God said to Abraham : 

Take me an heifer of three years old, and a 
she-goat of three years old, and a ram of throe 
years old, and a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon.” 
Afterwards (in J^eviticua L 14) God commanded 
Moses and Aaron to offer a turtle-dove, or young 
pigeon : it was to have its Jiead wrung off, its 
feathers and crop taken away, its blood wrung 
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out at the side of the altar, and then burnt with 
fire. This was a type of the Lord Jesus, who 
was wounded for our transgressions, and bruised 
for our iniquities.” (Isaiah liii.) Its" feathers 
being plucked showed how completely it 
was left without defence,^ or even covering, — 
as Jesus was for our sakes. The poorest people 
among the Israelites brought doves and pigeons 
as sacrifices, because they could not afford to 
buy bullocks or sheep. Thus, after Jesus was 
born, the virgin Mary, according to the law, 
brought an offering of a pair of turtle-doves, or 
two young pigeons. (See Luke ii. 24.) So you 
see, even the mother of our Lord Himself was 
so poor she could not afford to offer more 
than birds. How kind it was of the Son of God, 
who, "though He was rich, yet for our sakes be- 
came^ poor, that we, through His poverty, might 
be made rich.” Can we ever love or serve Him 
enough, who was so very good to us ? 

Doves and pigeons were almost the only birds 
use^Las sacrifices : this is why men sold doves 
within the temple, that those who came to offer 
them could buy them close at hand. You vdll, 
I daresay, recollect when Jesus went into the 
temple. He “ cast out all them that sold and 
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables 
of the money-changers, and the seats of them 
that sold dovesJ’ (Matt. xxi. 12.) It was very 
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wrong to be buying and selling in God’s house. 
You would be very much shocked to find people 
selling things in our churches, how much more 
must the Son of God have been angiy to see 
such sin and wickedness in His Father’s house. 

The dove has been regarded as»an emblem 
of peace, and io has the olive tree, in which 
it is veiy fond of feeding. When God had 
made the waters of the flood to cease, Noah 
sent out a dove to see whether th!fe ground was 
dry, but the dove could not find rest for the 
sole of her foot, so she came back to the ark. 
In seven days he sent out the dove again. 
She returned in the evening; “and lo, in her 
mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah 
knew that the waters were abated.” In seven 
days again the dove was let loose, and this time 
she returned no more. (Gen. viii 8 — 12.) Noah 
now knew that God’s anger was turned from the 
earth, and soon He would allow him to come out 
of the ark. Since that time the dove and the 
olive have been called emblems, or signs* of 
peace > and beautifully does this gentle, harm- 
less bird shoV the nature of that peace whigh 
the world cannot give, but which Grod imparts to 
those who love and fear Him. 

But there is some one else of whom the dove 
is an emblem, and by far the most important one, 
dear children. After Jesus had condescended 
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to be baptized by His forerunner, John the 
Baptist, “Lo, the heavens were opened, and He 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and lighting upon Him : and lo, a voice from 
heaven, saying, this is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.” (Matt iii. 16, 17 ; John 
L 32.) How honoured was this bird, that the 
Holy Ghosi^ who is God BDimself, took upon 
Him its form, as Jesus also does in heaven the 
form of a lamb. I think you can never see the* 
dove without remembering of whom it is a type. 
And never forget how needful , it is to pray for 
this Holy Spirit, that He may come and dwell 
in your hearts. It is only by the help of this 
blessed comforter that you can ever do any 
thing that is good. He will lead you to Jesus, 
He wiU show you things you know not, He will 
teach you what is the truth, and how to pray 
aright. The Holy Spirit must be your great 
help and guide, or you cannot be brought to 
Jesus, to be washed in His blood and your sins 
forgiven. Oh! pray then constantly to^God for 
Christ’s sake to give you His Holy Spirjt. Do 
you know this lovely little hymn which follows? 
I think every child should learn it. 

*' 1 knew a little sickly child 
The livelong summer’s day, 

When all the world was green and bright, 
Alone in bed he lay. 
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There usec^to come a little dove 
Close to his window small. 

And sing to him with her sweet voice, 
Out of the fir tree tall. 


“ And when the sick child better grew, 
And he could crawl along, • 
Close to his window he would creep, 
And listen to her song. ^ 

And he was gentle in his speech, 

And quiet at his play; 

He would not for the world have made 
That sweet dove fly away. 


** There is a holy dove that sings 
To every Christian child, 

That whispers to his little heart 
A song as sweet and mild. 

Tt is the Holy Spirit of God 
That speaks his soul within, 

That leads him on to all things good, 

And holds him hack from sin. 

• * 

“ And he must hear that still small voice, 

Nor tempt it to depart — 

The Spirit great and wonderful 
That whispers to his heart. 

He must be pure, and good, and true ; 

Must strive and watch and pray ; 

For unresisted sin at last 
Will drive that dove away.” 

TBOM “ HYMNS LFTTLE CHlLnBBN.” 
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THE -QUAIL." 

The quail is a small bird of tbe partridge kind, 
though its legs and beak are shaped somewhat 
dififerently. In Syria and Palestine, at the 
present time, it is hunted by Arab chiefs, >yith 
hawks, which fiercely rush upon the innocent 
little thing, hiding under the bushes. Thfe 
reward of the hawk is, sucking the blood of 
the poor little bird he has killed. 

Satan, like the hawk, is ever ready to pounce 
upon people, and take their soul’s life from 
them. Quails are migratory, and often are seen 
hying in great flocks across the sea, at certain 
seasons. As many as one hundred thousand 
have been killed within a few mdes. When 
the children of Israel were so ungrateful as to 
murmur in the wilderness, and cry for flesh to 
eat, 'God told Moses to say to them, — “I have 
heard the murmurings of the children of Israel : 
speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat 
flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with" 
bread ; and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 
And it came to pass, that at even the quails 
came up, and covered the camp,” etc.' (Exodus 
xvi. 12, 13.) This was the first time God sent 
quails to feed the people. .After a time, the 
people became vejy wicked, and God sent a fire, 
which burnt many of them. This, however, did 
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not prevent tljfiin from greedily crying out for 
flesh, reviling Moses, and wishu^ they were 
back again in Egypt, where, they a^d, they 
had savoury things to eat TMb time God was 
very angry with them. He told Moses He 
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would giv6 tiioni flesh, to eat as a puuishmoiit i 
He said,— “Ye shall not eat one day, nor two 
days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty 
days, but even d whole month, until it come out 
at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto Jrou j 
because that ye have despised the Lord which is 
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among you, and have wept before Him, saying, 
Why came we forth out of Egypt ? And Moses 
said, Th« people among whom I am are six 
hundred thousand foot men ; and thou hast 
said, I will give them flesh, that they may eat 
a whole mo»th. Shall the flocks and the herds 
be slain for thbm, to suiSbe them ? or shall all 
the fish of tljjp sea be gathered together for them, 
to suffice them?” You see even Moses grew 
faithless of God’s power. But God answered 
him and said, “ Is the Lord’s hand waxed short ? 
Thou shalt see now , whether my words shall 
come to pass unto thee or not.” (Numbers xi.) 
A little further on, in the ^eame chapter, we 
read, — “.There went forth a wind from the Lord, 
and brought quails from the sea, and let them 
fall by the camp, as it were a day’s journey on 
this pide, and as it were a day’s journey on the* 
other side, round about the camp, and as it were 
two cubits high upon the face of the earth. And 
^the people htood up all that day, and all that 
y^ight, and all the next day, and they gathered 
the quails : he that gathered least gathered ten 
omers : and they spread them all abroad for 
themselves round about the camp. And while 
the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was 
chewed, the wrath of the' Lord was kindled against 
the people, and the Lord smote the people with 
a very great plague.” (Numbers &) Can you 
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imagine how immense must have been the 
numbers of these birds ? The account says they 
were two mbits high , — ^that is, about a yard 
thick on the ground; and he that gathered least 
had more than ten omers, or thirty gallons of 
what is called dry measure in eur country. 
Well might so^many perish, from their dreadful 
greediness ; God punished them bj^aking the 
things they had so wickedly longed after, the 
means of their destruction. Two or three times 
this judgment is .mentioned in the Psalms: 
“The people asked, and He brought quajls.” 
(Psalm cv. 40.) And’ again: “He rained flesh 
upon them as duafc, ami feathered fowls like as 
the sand of the sea,” etc. And then we read 
again: “For all this they sinned still, and 
believed not for His wondrous works.” (Psalm 
Ixxviii, 27, 32.) I dare say you think these 
people were very wicked, and that you would 
not have rebelled as they did. Ah ! dear chil- 
dren, all have sad wicked hearts, ^’d are quite ‘ 
as bad as the Israelites : unless God*s Spirit is 
often sought, not one would be better than 
they. Will you try to learn two lessons from 
the history of the quails and ^he children of 
Israel ? ^ ♦ 

I. When you very much desire anything, .and 
ask God to give it to you, always bdg Him 
only to do so if it is good for not to punish 
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you by granting a desire Vhich may be, though 

you know it not, a thing that would harm 

you. Had the Israelites done this, how much 

better it would have been, both then, and 

afterwards, for numbers of them died in their 
* 

sin. • 

IL Beware of greediness. Th^ is a sin many 
children, a]^ even grown-up people, often fall 
into. Sometimes you long for sweetmeats, fruits, 
or other things, and you are vexed if you do 
not obtain them. This is w-rong : try to deny 
yourselves even of what you like, for God’s sake, 
and' He will love you and bless you. Eemember, 
Jesus says, — “ If any man wiU come after ^^ae, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross and 
follow me.” (Matt, xvi 24.) Even little children 
can thus daily take up their cross, or little self- 
denifds, and follow Jesus, as the lambs of the 
flock follow their shepherd. 

. THE SPAKKOW. 

Fekhaps of all birds, we know the sparrow the 
best, — at least, that one known by the name of 
the house-sparrow ; but there are other kinds 
which are not so well known. There is the 
mountain or tree-sparro%, the white-throated, 
the ^ hedge-sparrow, and the solitary-sparrow. 
It is, however, to the first and last named, the 
Bible, I think, refers. The house-sparrow is a 
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pert, tiresome, bold little bird — ^very mischievous 
and voracious. It is seen A streets, gardens, 
fields, orchards, — ^in fact, wherever man has 
his habitation. It builds its nest in houses, 
almost inside them sometimes : thus David 
said, — “ Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, 
and the swalkw a nest for herself where she 
may lay her *ung, even thine aljj^, 0 Lord 
of hosts, my King and my Grod.” (Psa. Ixxxiv. 
3.) You see even the sanctuary itself became 
a sparrow’s home. , It is very bold in obtaining 
food ; and it wiD. snatch a portion from hens, 
turkeys, pigs, or any other creatures,* and if 
repulsed, it will SQon return and begin again. 

This, at all events, shows us it is a permering 
little bird; in this all my little friends may 
copy it, if the thing they want is proper for 
thenL The sparrow is also industrious, and^kind 
to its young Ones, It has been thought that 
a couple of spsfrrows will kill 4000 caterpillars 
during one week, for their little ‘ones. Thus 
they are of great use to gardeners, for cater-f 
pillars destroy plants. They are also very care- 
ful in building their nests in secure places, 
where enemies and the effects of weather will 
not harm them. ^ Jesus Christ taught a beautiful 
lesson from the sparrows, and God’s care of 
them. He says, — ‘‘Are not five sparrows sold 
for two farthings, and not one of them is for- 
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•gotten before God ? But even the very hairs of 
your head are nuAbeted. Fear not, therefore, 
ye are of more value than many sparrows.” 
{Luke xii. 6, 7 ; Matt. x. 29 — 31.) A farthing, 
even two farthings, are much less than one half- 
penny of our money; so the sparrows were 
indeed of little value, when five cmld be bought 
for so little, yet even God know^nd cares for 
them. Then how much does fee care for you ? 
Oh, a great deal indeed ! He watches over you 
all day and all night ; He .knows all you do 
and think; all your little pains and sorrows; 
He everf counts the very hairs of your head, so 
great is His care of you. Oh 1 that you could 
each and all feel this; and that nothing can hap- 
pen to you which He has not ordered for your 
good in the end. If you could always remember 
this, how happy and contented you would be. 

There is another passage about’ the sparrow I 
wish to notice. In one of the penitential Psalms, 
that is, Psalms of sorrow and distress for sin, 
David says, — ''I watch, and am as a sparrow 
^ alone on the house-top.” (Psa. cii. 7.) A com- 
mon house-sparrow, when it has lost its mate, 
wiU sometimes stand and lament for its dead 
friend, but I do not think this was the species 
David spoke of. There is another bird, called 
thfe solitary-sparrow, of the thrush kind ; it is 
much larger and prettier, having blue and, black 
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feathers instead of brown. This bird is almost* 
always alone ; it sits sad* and solitary for hours 
on the house-top, singing softly to itself: its 
voice is very sweet, though sad, and gives the 
idea of holy sorrow. I have no doubt David 
' thought of this bird, when alone to his God he 
sung of his sins and repentance. It is good^to 
retire from tft world as David did, and pour 
out the heart to God, asking Him for forgive- 
ness. 

THE SWALLOW. 

I THINK we must all have a feeling of affection 
foi this pretty and graceful little bird, which 
has been called ‘^a little winged seraph,” by 
some of its warmest admirers. There is one * 
pleasure always associated with the swallow: 
when we see it in our own country, we know that 
spring is coming, and our hearts grow glad and 
h%py, Ldare say you all know that the swallow 
leaves England in winter, and returns when the 
weather is wanner. ' It has a wonderful instinct 
to enable it to know its proper time for return- 
ing. Jeremiah says, — “Yea, the stork in the 
heaven knoweth her appointed times ; and the 
turtle, and the crane, and the swallow, observe 
the time of their coming ; but my people know 
not the judgmeht of the Lord,” (Jer. viii. 7:) 

There are many difiFerent kinds of swallows, 
but most of them have the same habits. They 
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are like sparrows, fond of building near to 
habitations, often even in chimneys ; and they 
also, Bavid says, found a home in God’s altara 
(Psa. hcxxiv. 3.) They are useful in destroying 
insects, and kind and tender to their young. 
They are alsg very swift. Do you know that they 
fly* at the rate of a mile a minute, for a long 
distance ; more quickly than an express railway 
train goes. They usually travel for ten hours 
every day at this rate ; and as they are believed 
to live about ten years, during their lives they 
have perhaps flown no less than two millions one 
Jmndred and ninety thousand miles. Think of 
that I When they leave England, it only takes 
them a few days to reach lands far across the 
sea, where there is bright and balmy air, sweet 
flowers and fruits, when all is withered, and 
cold, and dead here in winter, 
f Does not the swallow’s flight remind you of 
the Christian’s flight from a world blighted, and 
cold, and dead in sin, to a better and more beau- 
tiful ^country, even a heavenly? The swallows 
never know what winter is, they are gone before 
the bitter frosts come. Saints know no winter ; 
God takes them to Himself when it is time they 
should leave this wintry world, and go to the 
realJns of never-ending light : 

“Where everlasting spring abides; 

And never withering flowers." 
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THE COCK AND THE HEN. 

Of all tame birds, none are more useful or prized 
than these. What should we do without the 
nice fresh eggs which the hen so plentifully lays 
for us? and how often would the ben be left 
defenceless and unprovided for, if the cock did 
not take care of her and the chickens. There 
are many kinds of these birds ; some handsome, 
some plain, but all useful to man. It is supposed 
that they were firsts brought to Europe from the 
East, possibly froin Persia, — but the time of 
their coming is unknown. 

Neither the cock nor the hen are once spoken 
of in the Old Testament, though several times 
in the New. You will, I dare say, have often 
seen how tender the hen is to her chickens. 
When an enemy comes near, she will fly with 
all her might, and peck at him ; or if she sees 
danger in the distance, with a loud cackling 
she calls to her little ones to come and hide 
under her wings. There are other birds which 
do this, but not so tenderly as the lien. 

God’s wings, or protecting care of His people, 
are often spoken o£ Oh, dear children, how 
delightful in time of trbuble to be hidden under 
the wings of an Almighty Father ! David says, 
in (me of his prayers, — " Keep me as the apple 
of the eye, hide me under the shadow of Thy 
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wings.” (Psa. xvii 8.) And in another Psalm, 
there is a precious promise to those who believe : 
" He (God) shall cover thee with His feathers, 
and under His wings shalt thou trust.” (Psa. 
xci. 4.) 

When Je^us looked upon Jerusalem in all her 
sins, and knew how great her future punishment 
would be, He said these beautiful but mournful 
words : “0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent 
unto thee, how often would X have gathered thy 
children together, even as ^ hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not 1 ” 
(Matt, xxiii. 37.) 

How tender was Jesus, — ^how loving. Oh 
how could the Jews refuse to receive Him as 
their Saviour and be gathered under the wings 
of His love? When next Jesus spoke of these 
thirds, it was to Peter, the night before His 
death. Peter, who was always so warm and full 
of professions of love to Jesus, declared that 
he \^ould die with Him. But J esus said, “ I tell 
thee, Peter, 4he cock shall not crow this day, 
before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou 
knowest me.” (Luke xxii. 34.) ^What was called 
the " cock-cro wing ” was k time of reckoning, or 
telling what o’clock it was. Now, cocks crow at 
all times, but ^ust when day is beginning to 
dawn, or give light, they crow the loudest, and 
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this was what the Jews called the cock-crowing. 
"When Jesus spoke of the sudden coming of the 
last great day, he said to His disciples, “ Watch 
ye therefore : for ye know not when the master 
of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, 
or at the cock-crowing, or in the morning ; lest 
coming suddenly he find you sleeping. And 
what I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch.” 
(Mark xiii. 35 — 37.) And Jesus says the same 
to all of us, “ Watch.” Be always looking for- 
ward to the last day, — ^be always ready ; and 
when Jesus shall appear, and the trumpet of the 
Archangel shall sound, those who are watching 
will rise to meet their Master in the air, and 
so shall they ever be with the Lord. 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, who are 
called the four Evangelists, and who wroLe the 
Gospels, all mention what Peter dM, and how 
the words of Jesus about his denial came true ; 
but Luke tells us one more thing about it than 
the others do. Peter followed Jesus to the 
Judgment Hall, afar off!* Had Peter only 
kept near his Master, he would not, perhaps, 
have fallen. But he was afraid to own his Lord. 
He wanted to seg what they would do to Him ; 
but he did not want, also to suffer* with Him. 
Many persons follow Jesus “afar oft” They 
know He is our perfect Example, they believe 
He is God as well as man, — ^perhaps they even 
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love Him a little ; but they are not willing openly, 
befofe everyone, to show they wish to be His 
disciples. They want to fcllow Him without 
being laughed at, without being made to suffer 
for their religion. Is this right ? Oh, no ! They 
who would<be Jestls’ disciples must follow Him 
in joy or sorrow, at all times, in all ways. They 
must ever be ready to work for Him, whether 
in ease or in trouble. Remember this always, 
for Christ HimseK said it : “ Blessed are they 
which are persecuted for righteousness* sake : 
fof theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil agamst 
you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice and be exceed- 
ing glad : for great is your reward in heaven : 
for so persecuted they the prophets which were 
before you.^^ (Matt. v. 10 — 12.) Never fear, 
therefore, to be laughed at for following near 
to Jesus ; repember you are blessed for being 
ridiculed and mocked for His sake. 

Reter did not go where Jesus was exactly, 
but he stayed in a place where he could see 
Him judged. As he sat by the fire, a maid 
said he was a disciple. But denied, or told 
. an untruth, and said he was not. Soon after, 
a man said the same, and again he denied. 
About an hour after, another person declared 
he was a disciple, or follower, of Jesus; and 
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St. Matthew tells iis he then began to curse 
and swear, and deny it Peter was a Galilean, 
or a native of Galilee, and was known by his 
speech, which was what might be called coarse 
or vulgar, — just as a rough, uneducated, north- 
countryman would speak. When Peter began to 
use bad language, St. Luke tells us (what the 
other Evangelists do not), that “ the Lord turned 
and looked upon Peter, And Peter remembered 
the word of the Lord, how He had said unto 
him, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me" 
thrice.” Peter, the moment before, had heafd 
the cock crow ; but it seems that the sorrowful 
look of Jesus was Vhat had called this to his 
remembrance.' . Well* might Peter go out and 
weep bitterly. What a look must that of Jesus 
have been ! How sorrowful, how reproachful, 
and yet how f^ of pity. Long, ^ long after, 
Peter must have thought of that look, and 
mourned over his sins. But Peter's downfall 
made him more careful for the future, — he be- 
came afterwards a true and devoted follower of 
his Lord. As soon as Jesus was risen. He sent 
Mary to tell His disciples and ‘‘ Peter '' of His 
resurrection; n^^eaning by this to show, that 
though He had ^ so grievously sinned, he was * 
forgiven, and was still His beloved follower.^ 
Before His ascension, it was to Peter, Jesus 
three times gave the command, "Feed my sheep.” 
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Feed my lambs.” " Feed my sheep.” And also, 
to Peter was first given the command to go and 
proclaim to the Gentiles the riches of Jesus 
Christ’s Gospel Afterwards Peter glorified 
his Lord by his cruel death, for Jesus’ sake; 
and it is said that when about to suffer, he even 
begged to be crucified with his head downwards, 
conceiving it too high an honour to suffer as 
his Master had done. 

Thus did Peter,— once a liar and a coward, — 

* become a chanipion of the ti;nth, and long, long 
a§o, he has joined that “ noble army of martyrs,” 
of y^hom we sing each Sunday, in the Te Deum. . 

THE PAETBIDGE.. 

You have often seen partridges in England, I 
dare say, and perhaps eaten them as well. They 
are pretty little birds, with feathers chiefly brown, 
intermingled with red and grey. They are re- 
markable for their tenderness to their young. 
The old birds gather them round them when 
they go out, and help to find them food : and 
when danger approaches, the parents will try 
to mislead the enemy, by aU sorts of ways, 

* from discovering where their .young are con- 
, cealed, in their nest on the ground. 

Partridges live in most countries. "Where the 
climate is cold, God has provided these birds 
with double feathers to protect them from the 
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blast. How good and kind God is even to little 
birds. 

Among the ancient bills of the tribe of 
Naphtali, the red legged species of partridge is 
still found in great numbers, and like the quail 
is hunted with hawks and falcons, which pounce 
down upon them suddenly, and wound them ; 
after which they suck their victim’s blood. 

When Saul was hunting to shed David's blood, 
and David came while the king and his soldiers 
slept, and took away Saul's spear and cruise of 
water from him, and afterwards went to the top 
of the hill near, he called to the king and sajd, 
— Now, therefore, let not my blood fall to the 
earth before the face of the Lord : for the king 
of Israel is come out to seek a flea i as when 
one doth hunt a partridge in the mountains.” 
(1 Sam. xxvi. 20.) A flea was indeed a tiny 
thing to compare himself to, but it is very 
likely David meaq^ by his reference to the par- 
tridge, that his blood was hunted for, just as the 
falcon delighted in, and desired to suck the 
blood of the innocent bird. Jeremiah mentions 
the partridge, in chapter xvii. verse 11. I do 
not at present remember any other passage re- 
ferring to this bird in the Bible, 

THE CBANE. 

f 

The ckane is a taU, slender, upright bird, which 
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lives in maTsby places, and feeds on small worms, 
reptiles, etc. It is migratory, and flies High, 
and takes distaaft and wonderful journeys. Many 
cranes used to be seen in England, but they 
have now ceased to visit this country. I believe 
the crane is only twice mentioned inMihe Bible : 
in Jeremiah viii 7, in connection with other 
birds, as knowing its time of return in season ; 
and Hezekiah speaks of its chattering, in his 
prayer of thanksgiving for his recovery. (Isaiah 
xxjcviii 14.) As I have referred before to these 
verses, I think you will remember them. The 
cipie is the last of the birds regarded as clean. 
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THE EAGLE. 

The eagle is called the '^king of birds,” even 
as a lion is the king amoi^ beasts. It is unol^, 
because it is carnivorous,*— that is, it eats flesh, 
Jesus, speaking of its fondness for carrion, or 
dead flesh, says, — “"Wheresoever the carcase is, 
there will the eagles be gathered together.” 
xxiv. 28.) T]jis passage also is supposed to refer 
to the Boman armies coining upon the helpless 
Jews, — ^the eagle being the standard, or flag of 
ancient ]^me, as it now is of Eranoe* 

There are many kinds of eagles. The b^fst 
known are the golden eagle, and the bald eagle. 
Nearly* all eagles have a fondness for flesh, 
and often carry away to their high nests Iambs, 
fawns, and even sometimes little children. There 
is one kind of eagle, however, which builds near 
the sea-shore, and livea almost entirely on Ash. 
The difGerent kinds of eagles ai in the 

K 
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Bible occasionally mean other birds, of which 
I will tell you by and by# Savage nations Mkve 
always regarded eagles with great reverence, as 
emblems of majesty and strength. An Indian 
warrior knows nq greater honour than to wear 
the feathers, of an eagle’s tail, for which he will 
readily part with his best horse. Hundreds, 
even thousands, of eagles are to be seen in 
Palestine; so we do not wonder at the many 
times which this majestic bird is alluded to in 
the Holy Scriptures, — and to some of these pas- 
sages I will now refer you. You know, I dare 
say, that eagles build their nests on high rocks 
and mountain^ and that these nests are called 
eyries. These are several times spoken of. Job 
says , — ** Doth the eagle mount up at thy com- 
majid, and make her nest on high ? She dwelleth 
and abideth on the rock, upon tl^p crag of the 
rock) and the strong place. From thence she 
eeeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar ofiF. 
Her young ones also suck up blood : and where 
theic slain are, there is she.” (Job xxxix. 27 — 30.) 

To the wicked in Edom, God says, — “ Though 
thou shouldest make thy nest as^high as an 
eagle,' I will bring thee down from thence.” (Jer. 
xILl 16.) And of the same countiy, Obadiah* 
writes,- — “Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, 
and though thou hast set thy nest among the 
stai^, wi4 I bring thee down, saith the 
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Lord.” Some eagles are palled bald : and when 
they become so, at certain times, from casting 
their feathers, or from age, they are very ngly 
looking creatures. Micah (L^ 16) says to the 
idolatrous Israelites, — “Make tiiee bald, and 
' poll thee for thy ddlicate children v enlarge thy 
baldness as the eagle ; for they are gone into 
captivity from thee.” No bird soars sO high as 
the eagle ; and Job speaks *of its piercing sight 
(xxxix. 27 — 30). It is the only bird which can 
look at the sun for it has a double pair of 
eyelids, which protect it from being dazzled by 
the light. The Christian, like the eagle, can look 
at the Sun of Eighteousness, \dnle the wicked 
cannot bear His beams ; for ^is brightness 
seems to them only a consuming fire. The 
swiftness of the eagle is often spoken ofj|^ In 
God’s threatened judgment for sin, Moses says, 
— “ The Lord shall bring a nation against* thee 
from afar, from the end of the earth, as swift 
as the eo^le flieth'* (Deut. xxviii. 49.) Again, 
— “ His horses are swifter than eagles^ (Jejt iv. 
13 ; xlviii 40.) And also in Jeremiah’s Lamen- 
tations, he says of the enemies ot his people, — 
Our persecutors are swifter than the eagles of 
^the heaven: the^ pursued us upon the moun- 
tains, they laid wait for us in the wilderness.” 
(Lam. iv. 19.) The eagle i# fierce and voracious, 
and pounces down with wonderful suddenness 
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OB its prey. To this Job compares the short- 
ness life, hastmung onwards to death: — “My 
days,” he says, “are swifter than a post: they 
flee away, they lee no good. They are passed 
away as the swift ships : as the ea^le that hasteth 
to the prey.”, (Job ix. 25, 25.) And Solomon, in 
his proverbs, says of riches, — “Wilt thou set 
thine eyes upon that which is imt? for pches 
certainly make themielves wings ; they fly away 
as an ea^ toward heaven.” (Prov. vYi'ii 5.) 

Yes, dear duldren, never s^t your heart upon 
riches, or any earthly thing. \^en death comes, 
how little you will care whether in life you have 
been poor or jich, if only you have laid up 
treasure in hewen, — even spiritual riches. Oh I 
then, seek, as the Bible says, “to lay up trea- 
sury iif heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through and steal : ” remembering also that as 
we brought nothing into this worid, so we can 
carry nothing out. 

iJ^God gives you riches when you are grown 
up, let it be your earnest wish so to lay them 
out for God’s 'servioa, that you may find far 
better treasure in heaven. There is a beautiful 
little bode called “The King’s Messengers.”** 

Have you read it! If aot^ try to do sa It 

*\ 

* By Adams. Published by J. Masbeia. * 
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tells you how you are to give your money to 
* the poor, the sick, the lame, the blind, and how 
these messengers of the Gre 9 .t King, who is 
God, will carry your treasure to Him. Many 
things are told us about the eagle. In Daniel 
iv. 83, we read that Nebuchadneazar’s “hairs 
were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails 
like birds* claws/* This was during that sad 
time, when he had become as a beasts for seven 
years. .Ezekiel was commanded to speak of an 
eagle, in the form of a riddle, to the children of 
Israel ; the answer to which showed God's judg- 
ments on them. This prophet speaks of the 
eagle's great wings and feathers^ and his dwel- 
ling in the lofty cedar trees. (Ezek. rvii) 

Agur says, there were four things which were 
too wonderful for him to understand : olle was, 
“•the way of an eagle in the air." (Prov,. xxx, 
18, 19.) The same wise man says of disobedient 
children, — “ The eye that mocketh at his father, 
and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of 
the valley shall pick it out, and the young e%les 
shall eat it." (Prov. xxx. 17.) And in some 
eastern lands this has occttrred. ^ 

In one of St. Jofn's visions he saw four beasts, 
and the fourth. beast was like a flying eagle. 
And the four beasts had each of them six wjngs 
about him ; and they were full of eyes within : 
and fhey rest not day and nighty aayiflg, Holy, 
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holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and 
is, and is to come. And when those beasts give 
gloiy, and honour, and thanks to Him, that sat 
on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, the 
fbui‘ and twenty elders fall down before Him 
that sat on ^he throne, and worship Him that 
liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns 
before Ihe throne^ saying, Thou art worthy, 0 
Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power; 
for thou hast created aU things, and for thy 
pleasure they are and were created. ” (Eev. iv. 
7-11.) These beasts in heaven are performing 
God’s ivill just as His redeemed people. What a 
glorious sight this vision must have been. And 
it still continues, for they rest not day nor night : 
they know no weariness in heaven. To praise 
God is^heir joy and their delight for ever and 
ever. , You too, dear ones, may see this sight. 
And you too, I trust, will sometime have a 
crown to cast at Jesus’ feet, and a song to sing 
around the throne. Yet a little while, and if 
you®love the Lamb of God, you shall join that 
^heavenly host 

Eagl^ live to a very great age, and' are said 
to keep the appearance of y^uth and strength 
even when very old. Most Ukely this explains 
two .beautiful verses in the Bible. In Psalm, 
ciii David, speaking of the good gifts of God 
to His people, says, — “ "Who satisfieth thy mouth 
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with good things^ so that thy youth is renewed 
’ like the eagle's.” And of the rich spiritual bless- 
ings of believers, Isaiah says, — *'Even the youths 
shall faint and be jreary, and the young men 
shall utterly fall : but they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength ; the^ diMlrmmnt 
up with wings as eagles ; they shall run and not 
be weary ; they shall walk and not faint.” (Isa 
xL 31.) The meaning of this verse is, that in 
times qf trouble and distress, when even young 
and strong men are sinking and weary, God shall 
give His people courage and strength to perform 
wonders of power and greatness. But the most 
beautiful ^passage about the eagle is written in 
Deut. xxxii. 11 (see also Exod. xix. 41) : — "As 
an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over j^er 
young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, 
beareth them on her wings; so the Lord alone did 
lead him, and there was no strange God* with 
him.” These verses are a part of the beautiful 
song Moses wrote just before his death, and it 
compares God’s tender care over His people ^ith 
the eagle’s care for her young ones. However 
fierce the^eagle may in catching and tearing 
her prey, she is a Inost tender parent. When the 
young ones are thought strong enough to fly, the 
mother ^bird knows they must be made to do so, 
or they will never leave their comfortable nest. 
First; therefore, she stirs up the nest, so as to 
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An ea^e etimng up her nest. 

joake them less easy, and more anxious to move 
&om it If this does not succeed, she flutters 
over them to make them restless; and if they 
stiU refuse to move, she either lifts them 'up 
upon her wings and bears them away, or has 
been even known to push them off the steep 
side of the high rock whereon their nest is buHt ; 
knowing that when they <8X6 obliged to put forth 
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their strength, they tern fly, and will do so. Now 
in all this eagle is a wise and kind parent, 
and we may learn from her a heavenly lesson. 
Our nest is our home on eaiih. If we ar^ not 
kept stirred up and urged on, we are aU apt 
to forget that we have anotiier home Jio seek, far 
away ? But God stirs up our nest ; that is, He 
sends something to remind us we cannot always 
live on earthi — perhaps some one we love very 
much is iaken away from us. Our nest, or hojie, 
is made uncomfortable or unhappy. We see that 
our earthly home is not so pleasant as we once 
thought it, and we begin to wish to “fly away, 
and be at rest ” in heaven. But still, perhaps, we 
do not quite give our hearts up to the heavenly 
journey. Then God, by His Spirit, ^ves convic- 
tion of sin, and makes us restless and unhappy ; 
and lastly, if the heart still lingers, by owe stroke 
as it were, God takes our nest, or home, away 
altogether ; it may be by a sudden trial which 
removes all, — or it may be as a kind Father He 
will lift us on the wings of His love and c^rry 
our souls to heaven. I think you will under- 
stand what f have said, and when you nezt see 
an eagle I hope you will not forget the lessons 
to be lefunt from the eagle and her young. 

THE OSSIFRAGE, • 

Meahb a kind of se% eagle, which feeds upon 
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£sh, and is veiy ravenous in its nature. The 
word ossifrage comes from a Hebrew ^rd, which 
means to crush, or to break ; which I suppose 
refers to the manner in which it seizes its prey. 
It is only twice mentioned in the Bible, as an 
unclean bird: — ^Lev. xi 13 ; Deut. xiv. 13. 

THE OSPRAY. 

This bird is the fish-hawk. It lives of course, as 
its name tells you, near the sea-shore, •building 
its nest among the rocks; it is also found by 
lakes and rivers, where there are plenty of fishes 
for its food. It is only mentioned among the list 
of unclean birds : — Lev. xiii 11. 

THE VULTURE. 

Thebe are many varieties qf this bird ; the com- 
moner kinds are ugly and unpleasant looking. 
They have^enerally bare heads and necks, with 
a sly and cruel expression in their eyes. Some, 
however, have handsome plumage, and are large 
and majestic. Most vultures are cowardly, and 
all are very greedy and impure, ^hey will eat 
the most disgusting things, and never le^ve a 
dead animal untR they have consumed it en- 
tirely. They eat until they are so stupi^d they 
can hardly mpve. The Egyptians, however, re- 
gard these birds as sacred ; perhaps because they 
are useful to them. In Egypt and other eastern 
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countries vultures are often seen in the streets^ 
eating up all the bad flesh and other impurities 
which are left there ; and in this way they are 
very useful, because this refuse would poison 
the air, and render it so unhealthy as to bring 
on various diseases, if not removed.# Vultures 
have wonderful powers; both of smelling and 
seeing. If a camel falls .down dead in a lonely 
desert, travellers teU us, scores of vultures will 
almost instantly be seen flying across to pounce 
upon it, though none were noticed before. No 
dead flesh is Igng left undevoured in countries 
where these greedy birds dwell. Job, who knew 
their habits well, however says, — “There is a 
path which no fowl knoweth, and which the vul- 
ture’s eye hath not seen” (Job xxviii. 7) ; for God 
can hide from these bj^ds the sight of that which 
He pleases. Isaiah, speaking of the desolation 
of the countries of the enemies of God’s people, 
says, — “There shall the vultures also be gathered, 
eveiy one with her mate.” (Isa. xxxiv. 16.) 

THE KITE AND THE GLEDE. 

These birds are mentioned as unclean. (Lev. 
'xi 14, and Deut. xiv. 13.) They belong to the 
hawk tribe of birds, but have a forked tail, in 
which they differ from other haw^. They &e 
cruel, and are great enemies to little chickens^ 
ducks, etc. Perhaps you have seen a kite 
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soQxixig high in the m, gradually coming down 
lower and lower, until it suddenly pounced upon 
some ^ddy little chicken, cruelly seizing it in 
its talons, and tJien killing it Hens look out for 
kites and hawks, and when they see them in the 
air, make a loud noise to call their chickens 
under their wings, to hide them from danger. 

THE HAWK. 

Thebe are many kinds of these birds ; those best 
known are the gps-hawk and the sparrow-hawk. 
The former is very fierce, and feeds on hares, 
rabbits, etc., as well as small l^ds, which it 
tears in pieces before eating. The sparrow-hawk 
is a very bold bird, and very destructive. It 
builds its nest in, trees, rocks, or ruins. The 
Egyptians called it a sac^d bird, and made it 
an emblem, or sign, of one of their gods, named 
Osiris. The ancient Greeks, also, consecrated, 
or devoted, this bird to their god, Apollo. It 
was most likely to it that God referred, when 
roqdcing to Job, He said, — “Doth the hawk fly 
^ thy wisdom, and stretch her wings toward 
the south 1” ^Job. xxxix. 26.) 

THE HAVEN. 

TiE raven is a very handsome bird, oT large size, 
graicefol form, and beautiful black glossy phi- 
mage. The glorious beauty of the Lord Jesus 



THE KAVEK. 


141 


even, has been compared hy Solomon vdth that of 
the raven : “ His head is as the most fine gold, His 
locks are bushy, and black as the ravea” This 
bird is strong, active, and clever. He can be 
taught to speak many ^ords when tamed. He 
is, however, sly, impudent, and cruel He has 
frequently been known to steal valuable things, 
and hide them from love of mischief. He feeds 
upon flesh, both alive and dead. He kills young 
.rabbits, j^irds, etc., and has even sometimes .at- 
tacked lambs and weak sheep ; picking out their 
eyes while alive, and then, when defenceless, kill- 
ing and feeding' on them- To the raven's habit 
of plucking out the eye, Agur alludes in that 
verse I mentioned before, about disobedient chil- 
dren. (See Prov. xxx. 17.) 

The raven used to be regarded as a bird of 
ill-omen, — ^that is, a tird that came to foretell 
evil-tidings; and silly people, who knew* no 
better, trembled with fear when they heard its 
harsh croak. But, thank Gk>d for our better 
knowledge : birds, we know, cannot tell what 
things are going to happen any more than 
men ; for they have only instinct to guide them, 
while men have reason and faith. Ycm will, I 
dare say, remember two or three thinfs about 
ravens. * 

First, how Hoah sent out the raven from t^ 
ark, to see if the waters were abated from the 
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earth. The raven never came back, — ^it flew 
backwards and forwards, feeding, no doubt, on 
the diad bodies of animals it found so plenti- 
fully scattered about; preferring this impure 
feast to being safe and cared for in^Noah’s ark ; 
while the gentle dove, finding no rest, returned 
to her kind masteiir. The dove and the raven 
are types of good and evil ; and the ark, of God's 
protecting love. 

Those who rest in the Saviour's loye, are in, 
this ark ; and though not safe from storm, flood, 
or tempest, sin or sorrow, yet they are sheltered, 
and have a refuge to fly unto when the waves 
of trouble rage round them. Those who do not 
trust in Jesus* blood, though they may have been 
once admitted into, the ark by baptism, yet when 
temptation comes, like the raven, they fly away 
from the ark. — from the loving care of Jesus, 
— ^return to the world, mingle in sinful pleasures, 
and feed on flattery and vanity. I dare, say the 
rayen, when it had satisfied itself eaoh day with 
flegh, might return and rest at night on the out- 
side of the ark, lest the still imdried flood should 
drown it in the darkness; yet how different it 
is to instead of mdde the ark. Dear 

childreill there are many, I fear, resting outside 
the ark of God. During times ofl health and 
stmngth, they mingle with and partake of all 
kinds of gaiety and.sinful pleasure, but in times 
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of weariness and sorrow they fly back; outside 
the ark to rest That is, they begin to be par- 
ticular about outward forms and cereAomes, 
saying with their lips many prayers, and read- 
ing good books; and they think this outside- 
service will save them. But those^who truly 
belong to the ark cannot ba» content with this. 
They know that floods of sin are raging without, 
and they will not trust themselves from their* 
refuge,— Jesu^; unless He Himself opens the 
door and bids them not fear, because all danger 
is over. 

Once God made ravens his messengers. When 
for the sins of Israel, there was no rain nor 
dew for three years, God sent his servant Elijah 
to the brook Cherith, and said to him, — “ Thou 
shalt drink of the brook, and I have commanded 
the ravens to feed thee there. So he went and 
did according to the word of the Lord ; " for 
he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is 
before Jordan. And the ravens brought him 
bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and 
flesh in the evening ; and he drank of the brook.” 
(1 Kings xviL 4 — 6.) 

Twice a day, you see, did thesfe winUsd mes- 
sengers obey God’s word ; and this appeirs more 
wonderful when we consider how fond ravens are 
of flesh ; but Elijah’s portion was kept safe for 
him by the exercise of God’s power. How kind 
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God is to His people : e?Bn in times of famine He 
Bends them food, and protects them. And God 
cares for ravens too. Three times we are told xsi 
His care over these birds. Gkd Himself asks 
Job, — Who provideth for the raven his food t 
When his young ones cry unto God, they wan- 
der for lack of mefift (Job stxxviii. 41.) Again, 
in Psa. cxlvii 9 : He giveth to the beast his 
food, and to the young ravens which cry.” Jesus 
Christ teaches His people a beautiftil lesson from 
the ravens. He says, — “Take no thought for 
your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the 
body, what ye shall put on. The life is more 
*than meat, and the body is more than raiment. 
Cansider the ravem : for they neither sow nor 
reap ; which neither have store-house nor ,barn ; 
and God feedeth them : how much more are 
ye better than the fowls ? ” (Luke xii. 22 — 24.) 

Oh ! what a happy and blessed thing it would 
be, if we could always think of these lejsons of 
Jesus. If we are poor or sick, does not Jesus 
kqpw it? Does »He not care? Oh I yes. He 
does ; and if you ciy unto Him, He will help 
and sa^you. Even should it please Him to 
take you all earthly good things, remem- 
ber that in Heaven there are laid up for those 
who love Him, brighter and better things, that 
will last for ever. Whenever you are cast down 
with poverty or trouble, “Ccntider the ravens” 
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OWLS. 

TbsHS are three kinds of owls mentioned among 
tba .list of xmclean birds. One is the ostriol^ 
nbont which I will tell you by and by. The 
** great owl ” is either the bittern or. the ibis. 
But the “little owl” of the Bible, is,that we aJl 
know well by name, and perhaps by sight. Then, 
again, there is a bird called in the Bible (Lev. 
xiii. 16) the “night-hawk.” This is a very rav- 
enous kind of owl, which is known in Eastern 
lands, and which is so fierce it has sometimes 
flown through windows and attacked even little 
children. There are different species of real owls, 
but that we know best is the common bam-dooif 
or screech owl, as it has been called. Of all 
bird% owls are the most like human beings, — ^the 
head being large and round, with great staring 
eyes. They are what are called Twctwmal birds, 
or birds of night. TJiey do not see well b]^ the 
full light of day, they therefore seek their prey 
in the dark. They have strong bills, legs, and 
claws, with veiy soft feathets; and move, so 
quietly that they pounce upon their prey before 
^e slightest sound is heard. They ^d upon 
mice, rats, small birds, etc., and are useful 
in barns for destroying vermin. They are said 
to catch a mouse about every quarter of an hour. 
Owls are often called wise birds, and were ho- 
noured by the ancients for this. They certainly 
L 
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look very wise and knowing when we watch 
them. They live in old buildings, ivy covered 
towers, holes of trees, and such places. I dare 
Bay you have heard the dismal, melancholy noise 
called hooting, which they make. There is one 
kind calleithe tawny owl, which lives in deep 
woods, and if distutbed in its rest, makes the 
most horrible unearthly sounds. The mournful 
voice of owls is referred to in Micah i. 8: — 
“ Therefore I will wail and howl, I will go strip- 
ped and naked : I wiH make a wailing like the 
dragons, and mourning as the cowk'' David in 
his sorrow compares himself to ‘‘an owl of the 
desert.” (Psalm cii. 6.) Isaiah, describing the 
desolations of the country of Israel’s enemies, 
says, — “The owl also and the raven shall dwell 
in it : and He shall stretch out upon it the line 
of confusion, and the stones of emptiness,” etc. 
“And thorns shall come up in her palaces, net- 
tles and brambles in the fortresses thereof : and 
it shall be an habitation of dragons, and a court 
foi^owls (or, as thk may mean, ostriches). The 
wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the 
wild be^s of the island, and the satyr shall cry 
to hiS' wftow ; the screech owl also shall rest 
there, and find for herself a place of rest. There 
shall ^e great owl make her nest, and lay, and 
hatch, and gather under her shadow.” (Isaiah 
xxxiv. 11, 13 — 15. And the same prophet refers 
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to it also in chap. xiiL 21). Jeremiah, in pro- 
nouncing the destruction of Babylon, that great 
city, says, — “Therefore the wild beasts of the 
desert, with the wild beasts of the islands, shall 
dwell thdb, and the (mh shall dwell therein : and 
it shall be no more .inhabited^ foreter; neither 
shall it be dwelt in &om geiteratibn to genera- 
tion” (Jer. L 39.) 

There is something in the character of this 
bird which makes us think of a wicked person 
or spirit. It cannot bear the light of day. It 
destroys by night. How many wait for the 
darkness to hide their deeds of wickedness and 
blood ! Satan, too, chooses times of darkness in 
the soul, — I mean by this, tipes when people 
have gloomy and unhappy feeUngs. He comes 
then and tries to put bad things into their minds ; 
hard and wrong thoughts of God, and somei^es 
destroys their faith and hope, as suddenly as the 
owl does its victim. Oh ! beware, dear children, 
of giving heed to Satan at any time ! If wrong 
thoughts come to you, tell Aem to Jesus, and 
ask Him to wash those stains of sin from your 
heart. Eemember ^ways, in joy or soayv. light 
or darkness, <Jesus is your best, — ^yom safest 
friend ; if you do this, Satan will be kept from 
making a prey of your souls. 

THE CUCKOO. 

It is generally thought, that what is called the 
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cuckoo in the Bible, may mean some kind of 
sea-gull ; but this is not exactly known. The 
sweet, soft note of the cuckoo, however, is heard 
in Palestine as well as England, telling of spring, 
and making our hearts light and glaa ; and so 
I think it possibly is mentioned in the Bible 
by its own name. * 

Beautiful as the *note of the cuckoo is, , the 
bird itself is unclean, and cruel to its young, ^t 
builds no nest, it hatches no eggs, but goes and 
lays them in the nest of some other birds, leav- 
ing them to hatch and bring up fheir young ones. 
It is curious also, that the birds in whose nests 
the cuckoo’s eggs are found, pa more attention to 
them than their own ; and will even push out their 
own eggs, or young ones, to make room for those 
of the cuckoo. Little cuckoos, too, are very cruel 
to their foster brotheit and sisters ; treat them 
unkindly, and soon leave the parent birds which 
have been so good to them. They are fierce and 
quarrelsome, and regarded as enemies by smaller 
bifds. 

What a sad want of gratitude the cuckoo 
shows, think ingratitude is one of the very 
worst of vices. I hope none of jsou, my young 
reafiers, ever forget to repay, as far as you can, 
the kindness shown to you by friends and re- 
lations, and will never, like the cuckoo, be gmlty 
. of ingratitude. 
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THE COBMORANT. 

The cormorant is greedy and voracious, the most 
BO of all birds which feed upon fish. It is ugly 
and ungraceful, though it files rapidly and swims 
weU. If has extraordinary powers for diving 
and catching fish quickly. It is found all over 
the world, both in hot and cold climates. The 
Greenlanders eat it, but its flesh is very coarse 
^d unpleasant In Isaiah xxxiv. 1 1, it is alluded 
to, but»it is probably the pelican which is meant 
Another verse with the same meaning may be 
found in Zeph. tL 14. 

^ THE IBIS. 

What i| Called the great owl, in Lev. xi. 17, is 
generally thought to be the ibis. A very slen- 
der, graceful bird, of which there are different 
kinds, — the glossy ibis, and the white ibis, etc. 
These birds were held sIRred, and worshijJed by 
the ancient Egyptians. They brought them up, 
^nd kept them in their idol temples. When 
they died, they were embalmed, or preservq^ so 
that they could not decay, and buried with rev- 
erence. Many muminies of embalmed ibises are 
stiU found at a place called Memphis,^ in Egypt. 
It is not exactly known why the Egyptians wor- 
shiped them, but it has been thought bJiause 
they destroyed many venomous serpents, and so 
protected the people. How thankful we should 
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be that we have been taught to know our God, 
as great and wonderful, without any visible form. 
How sad to think of beasts, birds, reptiles, and 
even insects being held in reverence by poor 
idolaters. 

THE GOOSE. 

This bird is not mentioned by name in the Bible ; 
it is called the swA ; but is supposed to be a 
kind of goose ; most likely one that had differe(iit 
habits to our bird of the same name, ‘•as it is 
pronounced unclean. (Lev. xi. 18 .) What kind 
of bird it was, I cannot exactly tell you, and 
learned men seem to differ in opinion on the 
subject • 

THE PELICAN. 

The pelican is a large bird, of a whitish colour 
tinged with rose. It has an enormous pouch, or 
bag, below its biU, in %hich it places ^sh when 
caught. It feeds its young out of this bag, and 
it used to be supposed from this, that the pelicai^ 
pierced its own breast, and fed its young with 
its blood. Of course then the pelican was thought 
a most devoted parent, and beautiful types were 
made from the circumstance. But those who have 
studied the habits of this J)ird, tell us that it is 
greeiy and selfish, and shows no particular love 
for its young ones. Instead of feeding them first, 
it eats as much as it can, then swallows the rest 
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4nto its bag, from which it takes out a part'for 
its young. It is an ugly looking bird, considered 
dismal and melancholy. It is always found in 
solitary places, and this is one reason why severa. 
jrversGS in the Bible speak of the desolation of 
places which the pelican,* or cormoiant, it is 
called occasionally, is ^aid to inhabit. (See 
Isaiah xxxiv. 11 ; Zeph. ii 14.) David com- 
pares hiqfiself in his misery with this bird. He 
says, — Vl hm like a pelican of the wilderness.” 
(Psalm cii 6.) 

THE GIEB EAGLE ob SWAN. 

The gier eagle of the Bible has generally been 
thought to mean the swan, that most beautiful 
and graceful of birds. It is very fond of its young, 
and from love to them will fiercely attack their 
enemies. It has been said that the swan, jvhen 
it feels itself dying, calmly floats down the 
stream, singing a low, sad song. Some persons, 
however, say this is not true, — ^that the voice of 
the swan is ever harsh and disagreeable. "Do 
you remember the words’ of that beautiful 
poem : — 

• “ WhBt is^at, mother ? 

The swan, my love : — ♦ 

Re is floating down from his native grova: 

No loved one now, no nestling nigh, 

He is floating down by himself to die : 
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Death darkens his eye, and unplumes his vings, 

Yet the sweetest song is the last he sings, 
live 80 , my love, that when death shall come, 
Swan-like and swe^, it may waft thee home.” 

DOANS. 

THE* STORK. 

Thbee are three different kinds of storks, but 
the one called the whUe stork is most generally 
known. Its body is white, its wings bl^k, while 
its bill and legs are scarlet It has been by many 
nations regarded as a sacred bird, and worshiped 
also ; so that there was a time when to kill a 
stork was regarded as a great crime, and even 
punished by death. The Moslems still regard 
this bird with great reverence. It is very vo- 
racious, and on this account is useful in killing 
vermin, snakes, worms, mice, etc. The stork is 
a grave and austere-looking bird : it often stands 
on one leg, in one position, for a long time, 
looking as if it were thinking deeply. It cannot 
sing, but it makes a curious chattering noise. 
It builds sometimes in marshy places, sometimes 
in the tops of trees, or on rocky cliffs ; but it is 
also very fond of building on the tops of houses, 
chimneys, old ruins, etc., — and this it does even 
in crowded cities. Storki^ in some places, are^ 
so much liked, that people put boxes for them on 
the tops of their houses. It is a very curious fact 
that, though storks are migratory birds, they re- 
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turn each year with most estraordmaiy wisdom 
to their old habitation, and even to their owns box. 
IrememberhearingsomeMen^ssaythat, in travel- 
ling, they were told that the storks kept even to the 
same day of their return, and that, as the time was 
near at hand, if they waited they would see J;hem 
come to their old nests. Is not this wonderful in- 
stinct? Jeremiah knew this habit of the storks 
when he said, — “ Yea, the stork knoweth her ap- 
pointed timesil and the turtle, and the crane,' and 
the swallow observe the time of their coming ; but 
my people know«not the judgment of the Lord.” 
(Jer. viii 7.) Storks are very fond of their young, 
and very kind to them, — and what is better still, 
the young ones repay this kindness afterwards, 
by being attentive to their aged parents. Surely 
if birds, to whom God has only given instinct, 
do this, ^children, who have sense and know their 
duty, should love and obey their parents, ’and 
strive to repay all their kindness and trouble. 
There is one other verse which speaks of the 
stork, — ^it is in Psalm civ. 17. 

THE HERON. 

I BlxiEVE the heron is only once mentioned in 
the ilSible, and that as an unclean bird. It is 
beautiful, and of the stork kind — smaller and 
more graceful however. It feeds upon fish, and 
is greedy and gloomy in disposition, as well as 
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iailable. It ddights in lonely places ; and -will 
staxul akuost all day mtching foi its prey, eat- 
ing iBTenously. ^ere are numy different kinds 
(ff thus bird, but as no Bible lessons are taught 
by them, I do not mention them. The lesson, 
however, the Jews would learn from the sight 
of the heron was, that God had mentioned it 
as unclean, — and this would serve to make them 
think of the defilement and dreadfulness of sia 

THE LAPWING ob HCkJpCE 

Tms bird, like the heron, is only named among 
the unclean birds. (Lev. xl) It is about the 
size of a pigeon. Its feathers are composed of 
several colours ; black, white, red, green, purple, 
and orange are all seen in its plumt^e, — ^it is%on- 
sequently, very beautiful in appearance ; but in 
its haj)its is very uncleaa You must remember, 
dear dhildren, that it is not a beautiful outside 
in people which makes a good heart — and it is 
the heart which God looks at Never despise, 
tll^fore, persons whose faces are plam, — ^you do 
not know how dear they may be to God, nor 
how much good there may be within their hearts. 

THE BAT. 

Bats are creatures between birds and beasts. 
They can fliy almost as swiftly as swallows. They 
can also feel, smell, and hear with wonderful 
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quickness ; yet, in the fonnaition of their bodiee, 
they are luore like aniinals than biids. There are 
no less than twenty different k|tids of hats known 
in thi^ country. When cold weather sets in, in- 
stead of migrating to other countries, l^e bats 
crowd together in dark lonely places, and remain 
in a sleepy state until the warm weather returns 
again. They feed by night. They fly noise^ssly, 
and sometimes as they dart along, flap their 
wings against^eople. There is something cold 
and unearthly in their touch, — reminding us of 
evil spirits, whose deeds are ever deeds of dark- 
ness. Isaiah tells us of a day when idolatry shall 
cease in the world : he says, — “ In that day a man 
shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, 
whidi they have made each one for himself to 
worship, to the moles and to the hats.’* (Isaiah 
iL20.) 

THE OSTBICH. ’ 

I HAVE, I think, told you before, that the ostrich 
is sometimes called the owl, in the Bible. It is, 
as you know, I dare say, the laigest of birds. 
Its height is from seven to eight feet. It cannot 
fly, as it has very small wings, and also a peculi- 
arity in its feathers, which make it impossible for 
it to raise itself &om the ground. In this respect, 
therefore, it has something ol the nature of a 
four-footed animal, instead of a bird. If the 
ostrich cannot fly, however, God has given it a 
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swiftness of foot which is astonishing. It can 
run for hours, faster than any horse can gallop. 
It is often hunted, but is so difficult to run down, 
that stratagem, or deception, is practiced to 
catch it. It generally runs in a circle, and this 
assists thethunter in taking it. When attacked, 
it is very fierce, and hisses loudly and furiously 
at its enemies. The eggs of the ostrich are much 
priz(S for food : they are rich and nourishing. 
The power of the ostrich to digest anything is 
wonderful- It has been known to swallow stones, 
lead, etc., without feeling any harm. The ostrich 
is a bird of the desert, living chiefiy in Arabia 
and Africa. It is often alluded to in the Bible. 
Job, who probably lived in Arabia, must often 
have seen this bird in its native deserts, ftr he 
two or three times mentions it. In the 39th 
chapter of the book of J[ob, God speaks to him 
thus,* — “ Gavest thou the goodly wings unto 
the peacocks ? or wings and feathers unto the 
ostrich 1 which leaveth her eggs in the earth, 
a^d warmeth them in the dust, and forgetteth 
that the foot may crush them, or that the wild 
beast may break them. She is hardened against 
her young ones, as though they were not hers ; 
her labour is in vain without fear ; because God 
hath deprived her of wisdom, neither hath He 
imparted to her understanding. What time 
she Hfteth up herself on hi^^h, she scorneth the 
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horse and his rider." (Job xscxbu 18 — 19.) The 
Ostrich is not nnkind to her young ones when 
hatched ; but if ^ahe finds her eggs have been 
touched or disturbed during her absence from 
them, she will crush and breajjc them all to 
pieces. The ostrich is described as «olitary, — 
hating the society of man. Job in his misery, 
says, — “ I am a brother to dragons, and a ^com- 
panion t(j owls;" or, as it means, ostrichs. (Job 
xxxT 29.)« In Jeremiah’s lamentation over the 
cruelty of the Jews in the time of their troubles, 
he says, — “The daughter of my people is become 
cruel, like the ostrichs in the wilderness.” (Lam. 
iv. 3.) How often we find beasts, birds, or 
reptiles, used as comparisons for good or wicked 
people. Do you not think even in days when 
there were so few schools, or opportunities of 
learning, that the writers of the Bible were veiy 
cleVfer observing men, to be so well acquainted 
with the nature and history of these creatures ? 
We, who have so many more privileges, I fear 
make far less use of our time, and often see &r 
less in these creatures than did these holy men* 
of old. I should like you, my dear children, to 
feel, and observe God in all His works. Nothing 
lives or moves, which has not some use, some 
work to do, even though we may not at first 
perceive it. Let us try and trace the hand of 
God in all His works. 
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THE BifTEEN. ’ . 

^Bsir 'bittem is a bird of the heron tribe, and 
about the same size. It livdis chiefly in lotr 
marshj^placas, and feeds on feogs, lizards, etc. 
It is a timid, sflitaiy bird, and never flies during 
the day-time, but sits in silence and solitude 
among reeds and rushes. Jt has a most peculiar 
cry when flyii^, and at night makes a loud 
booming noise, which sounds solemn «aad ^im- 
pressive. Wbrni attacked it defends itself with 
great bravery; and when wounded does not 
flinch, but looks calmly at it^ destroyer, and if 
strength remains, will then attack him with 
great fury. There are three passages in the 
Bible I want to point out to you about the 
bittern. Isaiah was told by God to pronounce 
terrible woes and desolations on Babylon, because 
they had treated the Jews with so much cruelty, 
— will also make it a possession for*the 
bittern, and pools of water : and I will sweep 
it with the besoin of destruction, saith the Lord 
ofdiosts.” (Isa xiv. 23 ) Again, of the land of His 
people’s enemies, God says, — “The cormorant 
and the bittern shall possess it.” (Is. xxxiv. 11.) 
And the prophet Zephaniah pronounces, in God’s 
name, the woes of Nineveh, — “ And flocks shall 
lie down in the midst of her, aU the beasts 
of the nations : both the cormorant and the 
bittern shall lodge in the upper lintels of it ; 
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their voice shell sing in the vfindows ; desolei* 
tion shall he in *the thiesholds/’ etc. (Ze|>h. ii. 14.) 
As the hittem is so solitary a bird, it would not 
be found except where thj^re was gifeat deso- 
lation, and no trace of man ; so that if 
Nineveh and Babylon became tha abode of 
bitterns, we may be assured the destruction of 
these places was complete. * And most surely 
God’s word was verified. Even the very situation 
of these«once great cities was for hundreds and 
hundreds of years unknown ; and they indeed 
became the haunts of wild beasts and birds. 
Never forget that what God has said, always 
com^^s true. As He threatened destruction to 
these wicked cities, so He stUl threatens the 
fire that is ever burning, to those who peitist in 
sin. He now gives time for repentance. Oh ! 
dear children, repent of your sins while God is 
still •giving you time : so shall you be saved from 
the worm that dieth not, and the fire that is 
not quenched. • 

THE PEACOCK. 

¥ 

I THINK I need not describe the peacock to you. 
All, I dare say, have seen this most beautiful 
of birds, and been delighted with his goigeous, 
dazzling colours, and his splendid train, which he 
sometimes opens out like an immense fan, or 
allows to sweep behind him, as he moves along 
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IpiUiipEBee All tiie jjobnrs (S gems 

Wid &iPeEs''seei^ mulled together in this mag- 
aifioent bkd. a^cfeUal Itomfl is in th# East 
l^lmense^umbdrs '%)» still folmd wild in parts 
of lndt&, Itliii^y,jbOwever, losg>been known in 
England, ajid pid^ a. beantifcil ornament to 
gardens janc^ ^ 'fqj^er times, peacocks 

t ^ece ki^iedaMdeii$9i'at!^Bg!j’ banquets or feasts, 
and OQiuai^sd a delicacy. They were f 
serred in^dishes c^<^ld,'wd handed abpnt with 
great srdmdaijy. 2^al ^ost magnificent of kings, 
Solombn (wlio brought to Jerqsalqm everything 
'.that was. exquidith and lovely, and -even made 
silver itself so plhutiM that it was of as little 
vahie as stones), possessed peacocks. Once every 
three *yeaia he sent out his navy of ships to , 
Tarshish, to bring treasures to him ; and among 
these were peacocka (Kings x 22 ) When God 
woidd teach Job His power and His greatness. 
He asked, — “Gavest thou the goodly wings unto 
the peacocks t "«(Joh xxxix. 13.) Well it became 
Jqb to confess how small he was in Go'd’s sighl^ 
•who could, by the word of His power, make 
such beautlM and goodly things. And it is 
'also our duty, dear children, to tUnk humbly of 
ourselves, not to try to make ourselves appear 
greater than we are ; for inOod’s sight we must 
all )}e impure and unholy, and nothing that we 
can do can be of use to Sm. Bemember Gk>d 
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loves TvamMU^y if He seei ^ oa fiieel; «nd 4 
tetiiing, He will "bless you, — fot “ God resisteth 
the proud, and g^veth grade unto the fiumhle>” 


HYMN ON GOD’S CAEE OF HIB ^OPLE. 

Upon a bed of rieloiees laid, *' ' 

An open window near 
Gave me a sound, as fhooigb it said,— 

A child of want il here. 

• 

It was a prayer that rose on highp 
Although no words were heard ; 

It was a quick, repeated ory, — 

The chuTup of a bird. 

And was there One who would attend 
That famt and feeble cry ? 

Was there an ever present friend 
Who would its wants supply ? 

O yes ! the I^ord’s great name he praised. 
His eyer open ear ; 

There’s not a cry in trouble raised, 

But that 18 bent to hear. 

« 

But will the liOrd for sparrows care, 

Who cannot speak a word ? 

Will &od stoop down to hear the prayer,— 
The ohimip of a bird ? 

M 
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0 yeB ! it is the Lord who gives 
Both life and its supply, 

To every moving thing that lives, 

Or it must faint and die. 

There^s not a bird can bop around, 

Or traverse through the air, 

Or peck a crumb from off the ground, 

But God first placed it there. 

Then let us come to God with pray^, 

And seek Him day by day ; 

The Lord who does for sparrows care, 

Will hear when children pray. 

(From “ The OUlds Booh of Poetry:*) 




QUESTIONS ON BIEDS. 


Q. Is much said about birds in the Bible ? 
A. Yes. They are used as comparisons with 
many persons and things. 

Q. What is a carnivorous bird ? . 

A. One that feeds on flesh, 

Q. What were the principal birds used for 
sacrifice ? 

A. Doves and pigeons. 

Q. What tree is the dove fond of building 
in? 

A, The olive, 

Q. Who says, Oh I that I had the wings 
of a dove ” ? 

A. David. 

Q. What did Jesus tell His disciples to be ? 
A. “ Harmless as doves.” 

Q. Of what was the dove in sacrifice a type ? 
A. Of Jesus Christ. 

Q. Of what is the dove an emblem 1 
A. Peace. 
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Q. Who descended from heaven in the form 
of a dove ? 

A. The Holy Ghost. 

Q, Who sent out a dove from the ark ? 

A, Noah. 

Q, What sort of bird is the quail ? 

A, Like a small partridge. 

Q. To whom were quails sent in great num- 
bers ? 

A. The Israelites in the wilderness.* 

Q. Where does Jesus teaclj a lesson of faith 
about the sparrow ? • 

A. In Luke xii. 16, and Matt. x. 29—31. 

Q, How are sparrows useful ? 

A. In destroying caterpillars, etc. 

Q. Who speaks of the swallow returning at 
its proper time ? 

A. Jeremiah (viii. 7). 

Q. How swiftly can a swallow fly ? 

A. At the rate of a mile a minute. 

Q. For what is the hen noted ? 

*A. Tenderness to its young. 

Q. Who said 'He would have gathered the 
Jews as a hen gathered her brood under her 
wings ? 

A. Jesus Christ. 

g. Tell me something of the cock mentioned 
in the Bible ? 

A. It crowed three times, and brought to 
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Peter^s mind the words of Jesus, and his shame- 
ful denial of his Lord. 

Q. Are cocks and hens ever named in the 
Old Testament ? 

A. Na 

Q. Name the two passages wheip the crane 
is mentioned. 

A, Isa. xxxviii. 14, and Jer. viii. 7. 

Q, What bird is called the king of birds ? 

A. Jbe eagle. 

Q. What kind of bird is the eagle ? 

A. A camivgrous bird. 

Q. What is the nest of an eagle called ? 

A, An eyrie. 

Q. Are eagles often spoken of in the Bible ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. With what are the eagles’ eyes protected ? 

A. A double pair of eyelids. 

Q. What does the Bible say about efagles 
and disobedient children ? 

A. The eye that mocketh at his father, 
and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of 
the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles 
shall eat it.” 

Q. Where does God compare His care of 
His people to the tenderness of the eagle over 
her young ones ? 

A. Deut. xxxii. 12. 

Q. What is the ossifrage ? 
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A. A kind of sea-eagla 
Q. Was it a clean bird ? 

A. No. 

Q. What is the ospray? 

A. The fish-hawk. 

Q. For jvhat are vultures useful ? 

A. For clearing away bad flesh from the 
streets of eastern cities, and for eating up other 
impurities. 

Q. Who says ** There is a path which, no fowl 
knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath not 
seen ” 1 t 

A. Job (xxviii. 7). 

Q, Were the kite and glede clean or unclean 
birds ? 

A. Unclean, 

Q. What nation regarded hawks as sacred ? 
A. The Egyptians. 

^ Q," Whose beauty was compared to the 
plumage of the raven ? 

A. Jesus Christ's. 

Q. Who sent out a raven from the ark ? 

A. Noah. 

Q. Who was fed by ravens ? 

A. Elijah. 

Q. Who tells us to consider the ravens ” ? 
A. Jesus Christ. 

Q. What kind of bird is the owl ? 

A. A bird of night, or a nocturnal bird. 
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Q. Who compared himself to an owl of the 
desert 1 

A. David. 

Q. Is it quite certain what kind of bird the 
cuckoo of the Bible means ? 

A. No. 

Q. What can the cormorant do ? 

A. It can catch fish with great cleverness. 

Q. Who worshiped the ibis ? 

A. The Eg 3 q)tians. 

Q. By what name is the ibis called in the 
Bible ? 

A. The great owl. 

Q. What does the swan of the Bible mean ? 

A. The goose, it is supposed. 

Q. Is it true that the pelican wounds itself 
to feed its young ? 

A. No : on the contrary, it is a very greedy 
bird. 

Q. Who compares himself in his loneliness 
to a pelican of the wilderness ? 

A. David. (Ps. cii. 6.) 

Q. What is supposed to be meant by the 
gier-eagle of the Bible ? 

A. The swan. 

Q. What sort of birds are the storks ? 

A, Grave and austere. 

Q. Are they very regular in returning each 
year to their former neighbourhood ? 
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A. Yes ; even to the exact place. 

Q. Who speaks of this ? 

A, Jeremiah (viii. 7). 

Q. What trees do they like for nests ? 

A, Fir trees. (Ps. civ. 17.) 

Q. Where is the heron mentioned in the Bible ? 
A, In the list of unclean birds. (Lev. xi) 

Q. Name a bird of very gorgeous plumage 
mentioned among the unclean birds. 

A, The lapwing, or hoopoe. 

Q. What is the bat ? 

A. A nocturnal creature, between a bird and 
a beast.' 

Q. Where is the bat mentioned ? 

A. In Isa. ii. 20. 

Q. Name the largest bird. 

A. The ostrich. 

Q. How fast can it run ? 

A, As fast as a horse at full gallop. 

Q. Where does God speak of the ostrich ? 

A, Jobxxxix. 13 — 19. 

Q. Who else speaks of the ostrich ? 

A, Jeremiah. (Lam. iv. 3.) 

Q. What sort of bird is the bittern ? 

A. Of the heron .kind. 

Q. Of what is it fond ? 

A. Solitude. 

Q. What cities were to be the habitation of 
the bittern, when in ruins ? 
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A. Babylon and Nineveh. 

Q. What is the most beautiful of birds ? 

A. The peacock. 

Q. Where are peacocks found in great num- 
bers? 

A, India. 

Q. Who had peacocks brought from Tarshish ? 
A. Solomon. 


END Olf BIRDS. 




INSECTS OF THE BIBLE. 


You all know that God formed insects ; but if 
I were to ask you, what is the dififerenqq between 
birds, beasts, reptiles, and insects, you might not 
tell me veiy clearly. You would say, perhaps, 
that they looked different, or were smaller ; but 
this would not be the proper distinction. Now 
I will just tell you one or two things in which 
insects differ froiyi other creatures. Insects are 
little animals which have neither bones nor car- 
tilages, or gristle. They have tmnks, and eyes 
unprotected, or not covered by eye-lashes, in 
which they are different from tfwst other crea- 
tures. There are vast numbers of different kinds 
of insects, far more than either of bjirds, or of 
beasts. Some have wings, some not : some* are 
dull-looking and ugly, others have rich, bright, 
dazzling colours, or delicate beauty of form. In 
nothing do we see more of the wonderful s kill 
and wisdom of an Almighty God than in the 
different fonns of these tiny creatures. The more 
we examine them, even by the aid of a micro- 
scope, the more wonderful do they appear. 
Their wings, feet, eyes, and the manner in 
which their watery blood is circulated, all tell 
of a Divine Being whose powei^and goodness is 
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amazing, beyond our feeble understanding. They 
were of two kinds, clean and unclean. We read 
of the distinction in Lev. xi. 21—23. — “These 
may ye eat, of every flying creeping thing that 
goeth upon all four, which have legs above their 
feet, to le^p withal upon the earth ; even these 
of them ye may ^t ; the locust after his kind, 
and the bald locust after his kind, and the beetle 
after his kind, and the grasshopper after his kind. 
But all other flying creeping things, which have 
four feet, shall be an abomination unto you.'' So 
you see there were few insects allowed to be used 
by the Jews. But still God cares for insects, pre- 
serves them and gives them food ; for “the Lord 
is good to all : and His tender mercies are over 
all His works." ‘‘The eyes of all wait upon thee ; 
and thou givest them their meat in due season, 
thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the de- 
sire of every living thing.” (Psa. cxlv.) Surely 
if God cares for tiny insects He will care for 
you, who are His children, bought with the pre- 
cious blood of His dear Son. There are numbers 
of insects mentioned in the Bible, and these being 
nearly all unclean, would, as they buzzed about in 
the air, serve to keep the Israelites in constant 
remembrance of holy and unholy things, and 
show them how much they should mourn over 
and lament for the sins which had brought un- 
cleanness and ii&purity into the world. 
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, THE ANT. 

Perhaps of all the wonderful creatures God in 
His goodness has created, none are more curious, 
none more extraordinary than ants. I could fill 
pages by telling you of their marvellous wisdom 
and skill. In England we do not see so much 
of the working of the ants as in hotter countries. 
There they live under ground, and build won- 
derful dwellings for themselves, which rise some- 
times as high as twelve feet. They are always 
of a conical shape, — that is the shape of a loaf 
of lump sugar, long and rounded at the top. In 
these wonderful dwellings there are tunnels, 
passages, and galleries, built with the greatest 
neatness and order. The houses are so arranged 
as to protect them from both wind and rain, and 
to be near such trees as they find useful for 
food. ^ 

Many lessons may people learn from these 
amazing little creatures. They are industrious ; 
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they are orderly, — and everything they do is 
done by method. Each ant knows his own work, 
—where to begin and end. They are careful, 
for while summer lasts they are busily engaged 
collecting food for the coming winter, and laying 
it by in their storehouse. Solomon advises men 
to learn instruction from these insects. “Go 
to the ant thou sluggard ; consider her ways, and 
be wise : which having no guide, overseer, or 
ruler, provideth her meat in the summer, and ga- 
thereth her food in the harvest.” (Prov. vi. 6 — 8.) 
I have read that in the Eastern land, where 
Solomon lived, there are many of the working 
people so lazy, that unless an overseer, — that is 
a person to watch and make them work, — is pro- 
vided, no work would be done at aU. Also, that 
the people of the present day inhabiting the land, 
never think of laying by anything against the 
timfe of sickness or old age ; besides which they 
are sluggards, or lazy sleepy people ; well, there- 
fore, might the wisest of men write a lesson which 
should suit them so well in the ages to come. 

There are many different kinds of ants, but 
most of them have the same good qualities. 
They are brave and active, — ^more active than 
any other creature for their size. They will 
attack an animal much larger than themselves, 
if ’they require it for food. They are also very 
kind and tender to their young ; if their homes 
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are attacked and destroyed, ^ach ant seizes a 
young one on its back, and carries it to a place 
of safety. Again the ants are unselfish. When 
one makes a fortunate discovery of what it con- 
siders a treasure, instead of keeping the know- 
ledge to itself, it at once runs and communicates 
to its companions its joy, wishing them to share 
in it. How I wish aU children would take a 
lesson from the ants, and when they haye a new 
toy or book, that they would share their plea- 
sures with their little friends who are less fortu- 
nate than themselves. 

But now I am going to tell you something, for 
which, though I marvel at their ingenuity, I do 
not admire them. If a settlement of ants re- 
quires more labourers to complete their work, 
they actually wait until the eggs of another 
kind of ant are just ready for hatching ; they 
then send out scouts, or spies, to find their nests, 
and these, when they have discovered them, 
return and tell the others. A regiment of ants is 
then formed, headed by eight or ten leaders, who 
in turns show the way to their neighbours* do- 
minions. When the other ants see them coming, 
they well know their purpose, and rush out to 
prevent their enemy from entering the house. A 
fierce battle ensues, but the soldier ants always 
win ; they then rush up to the nest; tear it open, 
and enter the very heart of the poor vanquished 
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ants; each one seizes an egg, and bears it away 
in triumph to its own domain, where, among the 
other eggs of the tribe, they are soon hatched ; 
and when hatched, become the servants of their 
enemies, cheerfully performing, far from their 
own kindred, all the hardest work. Now I have 
something more to tell you about this, yhich is 
very curious. The ants which steal these eggs, 
are always red or pale coloured ants. Those from 
whom they steal are always perfectly black, so 
are their eggs when hatched. Now of what is this 
an exact emblem ? Of that dreadful, cruel prac- 
tice of slave-stealing and slave-holding. Who 
steal the poor negroes from their homes and 
friends ? Men with pale faces, — men calling them^ 
selves Christians. They take away the poor blacks 
far from their own bright and happy lands, — 
sell them like beasts ; and from henceforth they 
are Slaves, working hard and long, and without 
wages. But there is this difference between ants 
and Christians. The ants do not know right from 
wrong, — ^they do not know that it is cruel thus 
to steal from their neighbours. Christians, or at 
least people who call themselves Christians, know 
well that it is cruel and wicked to do this, yet 
BtiU they practise it. Christians have a law given 
them to follow : it is “ to love their neighbours 
as themselves.” This they cannot do when they 
wantonly tear children from their parents, pa- 
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rents from their children. Oh 1 when yon say 
your prayers, dear children, do not forget to ask 
God to let this inhuman practice cease, and that 
He will teach white inen “to do unto others as 
they would that men should do unto them.” 

I have told you very; little abou|; ants, but 
enough, I think, ‘ to show you that they are what 
are described by Agur, when he said — “ There be 
four things which are little upon the earth, but 
they are exceeding wise : the ants are a people 
not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the 
summer.” (Prov.^xxx. 24, 25.) 

THE BEE. 

Wonderful and curious as the little ant is, it is^ 
less known and admired than the bee. What 
little boy or girl does not know these lines ; — 

“ How doth the little busy bee 
Improve each shining hour, 

And gather honey all the day 
From every opening flower. 

“ How skilfully she builds her cell, 

How neat she spreads her wax, 

And labours hard to store it well 
With the sweet food she mafkes.'' 

Uo doubt you have all tasted that sweet food 
which is called honey, but do you ever think how 
much time and trouble the bee has taken to ga- 
N 



178 


INSECTS OF THE BIBLR 


ther it ? How many Sowers she has rifled, — ^how 
many hours, while the sun was shining, she has 
been flying from flower to flower, never tired, — 
buzzing cheerfully along, until her little honey 
bag will hold no more ; she then flies home, and 
puts into the beautifully neat cell the honey she 
has made. 

Have you ever been fortunate enough to see 
a bee magnified, or made larger to your eye ? 
It has a proboscis, or trunk, not upUke the 
elephant’s ; and with this proboscis it can draw up 
the honey easily from the flgwers, and place it 
in the bag God has given it for the purpose. 
Then its sting is curious. It has three parts. 
First, there is the sheath or case; next, two 
very small sharp points, or barbs, which when 
pushed into anything make a painful wound. 
There is also the venomous fluid which the bee 
sends through the sheath, and which causes the 
wound to swell and inflame so much. This sting 
is the bee’s only weapon of defence, which God 
has provided tn keep off its enemies. Sometimes 
it strikes its sting so sharply in anger, that it is 
left in the flesh of its victim ; then the bee itself 
dies. This shows the punishment which immo- 
derate anger brings with it. Wax, which is so 
useful for many purposes, is a substance formed 
in the stomach of the bee from the honey it eats, 
and is afterwards kneaded in its mouth, to make 
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it sufficiently soft for building those beautiful 
little cells in which it places the honey, ready 
to feed upon in winter. You have always seen 
bees in a hive, I dare say ; but in most countries 
they are wild, — often building'in the hollows of 
trees and rocks. They abound in Palestine even 
now. You know, I dare say, the story of Sam- 
son, who killed a Hon, and afterwards found a 
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delicacy. Moses says of God’s goodness to the 
Israelites : “He made him to suck honey out of 
the rock.” (Deut. xxxii. 13.) And in Psa. IxxxL 
"16 : “He should have fed them also with the 
finest of the wheat : and with honey out of the 
rock shouM I have satisfied thee.” 

Bees are wonderfully industrious creatures, 
and they are workers without selfishness. The 
honey they gather is as much for others as them- 
selves. How different from many busy-workers 
amongst men, who, I am sorry to say, only care to 
toil for their own wants, and seem to have no 
wish to provide for, and make their fellow- 
creatures happy also. Would they could learn 
a lesion from this little insect, in its unselfish 
life 1 Bees have also certain rules to which they 
^1 submit. They are governed by one queen, who 
lays all the eggs, and directs them in all things. 
Even our own dear queen Victoria, is not served 
with greater care or attention than the queen 
bee. She is a very busy queen, her time is much 
taken up by going from cell to cell, in each of 
which she places an egg. She has always with 
her twelve attendants, or servants, who go be- 
fore her, but wlio, like people in the presencp 
of royalty, always turn their face towards her, 
Xhese bees clear the way. When she is tired 
and stays to rest, they feed her with honey, 
humbly come to her and gently caress her. Some- 
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times the queen dies, or is taken away before a 
new queen is bom Then there is a most tre- 
mendous commotion in the hive, just as there 
would be if the people of any countiy were leftk 
without a leader. For two^ or three days all is 
bustle and commotion, at length the* bees enter * 
a cell where common eggs are laid, break down 
the divisions and throw three cells into one, 
polish the walls, and put om egg there. Soon 
it is hatched into a little maggot, or tiny worm. 
It is carefully fed with what is called royal bee 
bread, only allowed for queens to eat. On the 
sixteenth day, from the maggot comes a new 
queen, who is hailed with the greatest delight. 
Sometimes it happens, however, that the»e are 
two queens ; then generally the older fine leaves 
the hive, and^s followed by a large number qf 

the bees. She flies about for a time, then settles, 

¥ 

often on the bough of a tree, and her subjects 
follow her ; there they hang together in what is 
called a swarm, until they are found, and placed 
in a new hive, which they from that time make 
their home. Sometimes there are more queens 
still left in the old hive ; the reigning queen, 

* if she finds it out, would kill them, so the work- 
ing bees keep these poor queens prisoners, well- 
guarded from her. Is not all this very wonder- 
ful ? And does it not make you better understand 
the wisdom and goodness of our great God ? 
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Have you ever heard of the drones ? These 
are the lazy bees, who eat the honey but do not 
work for it After a time the working bees, 
4»angi7 and indignant, rise up, fall upon them, 
and sting them to Meath. Idleness is a great 
sin. God aiever intended any of His creatures, 
man, beast, bird, or insect to do nothing, St 
Paul says, “ if any man will not work, neither 
shall he eat” God works Himself, — Jesus is 
ever making intercession for us, — the Holy 
Spirit is ever working in the hearts of men, — 
the holy company of the redeemed souls in 
heaven ‘'rest not day and night” praising and 
blessing God. 

Some people think the bliss of heaven consists 
in doing nothing, — ^in re&ting. Heaven is a rest 
^ear children, but it is a rest frcm sm, not from 
employment There is no toil in heaven because 
theife IS no wmriness. Therefore, working will 
be delightful, and Aever tiring. Little children, 
learn a lesson from the young bees again. As 
soon as ever the working bee gains the use of 
its wings, it at once seems to be aware of its 
duties. It knows it is born to help and toil for 
others. So it begins to gather honey from the 
tree/ and a kind of gummy substance with which 
to line the cells, and at night brings home its 
little store with the older bees. 

You may be busy bees, little friends. You may 
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gather the honey of knowledge, and bring it, like 
“ ministering children,” to those who are tinable 
to go out and gather for themselves ; for many 
bees there are, and people too, whose work lies* 
within the hive, or in so narrow a space, that 
they cannot obtain honey or knowledge. The 
best honey, however, which you can gather, 
remember, is that taken from the flowers of 
God’s Word. .David said, "Oh! how sweet are 
thy words unto my mouth ; yea, sweeter than 
honey and the honey comb.” 

T could tell you much more of the habits of 
bees, but I might tire you. I want, however, to 
say a little more about honey and bees as they 
are spoken of in the Bible, and then pass on to 
another insect. 

Bees were sometimes threatened as a pjinish-^ 
ment, on account of their stinging, which is very 
painful. Thus, in Isaiah vii 18, 19, we read, — 

" And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 
Lord shall hiss for the fly that is in the utter- 
most part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the 
bee that is in the land of Assyria. And they 
shall come, and shall rest aU of them in the 
desolate valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, 
and upon all thorns, and upon all bushes.” 
When bees are angry they buzz about furiously, 
and often end by stinging severely. Thus the 
Psalmist says of the wicked ; “ They compassed 
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me about like bees ; they are quenched as the 
jBii*e of thorns.” (Psa. cxviii. 12.) 

In 1 Sam. xiv. 25, 26, you may read an account 
of Jonathan, Saul’s son, finding honey in a wood 
and eating it, when his father had commanded 
the people* to fast; by which he nearly met with 
his death. There are a great many allusions to 
honey in the Proverbs. I will tell you a few 
of them. “ Pleasant words are as an honey-comb 
sweet to the soul, and health to the bones.” 
(Prov. pri. 24.) Yes, dear children, i like to 
hear pleasant, kind words ; how many a sorrow- 
ful heart has been made happier by kind sooth- 
ing words, which are as sweet to the soul as 
honey to the mouth. Eemember these lines : — 

“ A little word of kindness spoken, 

A motion or a tear,— 

* 

^ « Has often healed a heart that's broken, 

Or made a fnend sincere.” 

Always try to drop a kind word from your 
lips when you can, and do not forget the wise 
man’s comparison. Here is another of his pieces 
of wisdom ; — “ My son, eat thou honey, because 
it is good ; and the honey-comb which is sweet 
to fliy taste.” (Prov. xxiv. 13 ; also Pi*ov. v. 8.) 
The honey here meant is that spiritual honey of 
God’s Word, of which I have spoken before. 
Then again, Solomon advises that too much 
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honey should not be eaten ; by which he means 
that to receive too much flattery, or praise, is 
not good : it makes the soul ill, just as too much 
honey makes the stomach sickly. Praise is a 
dangerous thing, dear children. We are all apt 
to think more of ourselves than we ought to 
think. Beware of those who try to give you 
more praise than your conscience makes you 
feel you deserve. (EeadProv. xxv. 16 — 27; Prov. 
xxvii. 7.) Honey was brought from various 
countries. When Joseph’s brethren were going 
down to Egypt •the second time to buy corn, 
their father said unto them, — “ Do this ; take 
of the best fruits of the land in your vessels, 
and carry down the man a present, a little balm, 
and a litth honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts, and 
almonds.” This man was their brother Joseph, 
whom they knew not. (Gen. xliii. 11.) We have 
another instance of honey being sent as a* pre- 
sent by the wicked king Jeroboam to the pro- 
phet Abijah, of which you may read 1 Kings 
xiv. 3. We know that the land of Canaan was 
very rich in honey, and that it was exported, or 
sent out, to other countries by the merchants. 
(See Ezekiel xxvii 19.) When God spake to 
Moses in Horeb, out of the burning bush, and 
told him he should guide His p^ple ta Canaan, 
He said thus : — “ And I am come down to de- 
liver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, 
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and to bring them up out of that land, unto a 
good land and a large, unto a land flowing with 
ffiMk and honey,'' (Ex. iii. 8.) And this is again 
mentioned, Lev^. xx. 24; Deut. viii. 8. A land 
where honey abounds must be a land of many 
sweet flowers, and we know that they do not 
grow weU in barren countries ; so that a land 
of milk and honey, was a rich, well watered 
country. 

The Israelites, in one of their mumurings, 
spoke of Eg 3 rpt as a land flowing with milk and 
honey (see Numb. xvi. 13), birf: they knew not 
how much better was the land to which their 
gracious God was leading them. The king of 
Assjrria, Sennacherib, when he wanted to per- 
suade the people of Judah to leave their own 
land and come over to him, said, that Assyria 
was aland flowing with milk and honey, and 
many other good things. 

Honey appears to have been much used for food, 
both eaten plain, and mixed with flour. Of this 
the Israelites thought the manna God sent them 
was made. (See Ex. xvi. 31.) Sometimes honey 
.was brought as an offering. (2 Chron. xxxi. 5.) 
jBut honey and leaven, or yeast, was not to be 
used in the sacrifices. (Lev. ii. 11.) Of Jesus 
Christ it was prophesied, — “ Butter and honey 
shall He eat, that He may know to refuse the 
evil^- and choose the good.” (Is. vii. 16.) This 
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again means, that the food was spiritual food. 
That the mieat and drink of Jesus should be 
soft and sweet (as butter and honey) ; that 
kindly words should come ftoin His lips and 
heart to poor weak sinners. (See also Is. vii 22, 
and Song of SoL v. 1.) , 

After the resurrection, of Jesus Christ, He 
suddenly appeared to His disciples, saying, — 
“ Peace be unto you.” They could not believe 
it was Jesus. They thought it was a spirit To 
show them that He had a body and flesh ani 
bones like themgelves. He made them touch 
Him, after which He said unto them, — ‘‘ Have 
ye here any meat?” And they gave Him a 
piece of broiled fish, and an hmey^-comh, (Luke 
xxiv. 36 — 42.) Honey has been compared 
with many good things. Jesus, speaking to His 
church, whom He calls His spouse, or wife, says, 
— “ Thy lips, 0 my spouse, drop as the honey- 
comb ; honey and milk are under thy tongue,” 
etc. (Song of Solomon iv. 11.) The judgments 
of God are compared with honey and the honey- 
comb, though they are sweeter, and more to be 
desired. (Psa xix. 10.) And again, “How sweet 
are thy words unto my taste ! yea, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth.” (Psa. cxix. 103.) 

I hope, dear young friends, you will feel, like 
holy David, that the words of God are sweeter 
far than all the world can give, and that your 
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highest pleasure will be to know and keep those 
words. 

THE BEETLE. 

The beetle is*oaly once mentioned in the Bible. 
•'(Lev. xi. 22 .) It is mentioned as an insect which 
might be ased for food. But as beetles never 
have been so used, it is supposed that it was a 
particular kind of locust ; and as learned 
differ on the point, I, of course, cannot tell you 
■yhat insect is here meant, but I thinfciit is not 
likely to be the beetle, — at least not the insect 
we know by that name. 

THE LOCUST. 

Locusts were the only insects which were clean, 
or such as we know to have been certainly 
used by the Jews for food. But of all insects, 
none have been a greater scourge or plague to 
man than these creatures ; so that we all must 
regard them with a sort of horror, knowing what 
a sad punishment they have been, and still are, 
to the nations of hot countries. England is not 
troubled by them : it is too cold, though locusts 
have been found even in our countiy. *We ought 
to be thankful ^to be saved from so great a ca- 
lamity ; for some places in Europe have been 
severely vieited by these voracious, hungry crea- 
tures, but not so often as Syria, Egypt, and other 
countries of the East A locust is like a grass- 
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hopper, though htiger, — ^being about the size of 
a man's thumb. There are various kinds of 
locusts, but those called the migratiug locusts 
are the most dreaded, since they move from 
place to place, eating up every green thing thg^ 
come near. There are millions and miUions 
and millions of these insects sometimes seen 
together. In spring they lay their eggs, which 
are hatched in about eight weeks. The young 
locusts, ihough they cannot at first fly, leap wi& 
wonderful quickness, and speedily begin their 
work of destruction. When they fly altogether, 
the whole air is darkened. One traveller gives 
an account of locusts covering a space of 2,000 
square miles ; and of a cloud twenty-two feet 
high, containing many thousands, one above 
another. The noise of thear coming is heard 
far off, and is like a loud, ruthing wind. Some- 
times a strong wind drives them into thd sea, 
from which their dead bodies *are washed up 
in countless numbers: and the horrible smeU 
thus caused, poisons the whole air round for 
many miles. These migratory locusts are of a 
reddish brown colour, with bluish legs, which 
serve to make the flying cloud syjpear very black, 
and warns people of their app^ch. But little 
can be done to prevent them from carrying on 
the work of destructiouj and so causing a fam'ine 
afterwards in the land. In Syria and Falestix^ 
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they Kght fires, dig holes for them to fall into,^ 
and beat about with sticks, but the few that 
perish make Kttle difference. Every green thing 
is eaten up. A field of com, or of grass, looking 
beautiful in the morning, is barren and stripped 
long before^ night. A description of the state of 
the land afficted by locusts, is given by ^the 
prophet Joel : — ** The appearance of them is as 
the appearance of horses ; and as horsemen, so 
shall they run. Like the noise of chariots on 
the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the 
noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the 
stubble, as a strong people set in battle array. 
Before their face the people shall be much 
pained : all faces shall gather blackness. They 
shall run like mighty men ; they shall climb 
the wall like men of war ; and they shall march 
every one on his ways, and they shall not break 
their ranks : neither shall one thrust another ; 
they shall walk «veiy one in his path : and when 
they fall upon the sword, they shall not be 
wounded. They shall run to and fro in the city ; 
they shall run upon the wall, they shalT climb 
up upon the houses ; they shall enter in at the 
windows like a^ef,” etc. (Joel ii. 4 — 9.) 

Those who have with their own eyes seen 
how locusts proceed, say that this is a wonder- 
fully true description. They are said to look 
exactly like tiny men on horseback. And as for 
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their climbijig the wall like men-of-war, this is 
really true, — for without waiting to find any 
entrance to a place, they mount up the wall 
with the greatest quickness. If hoi^s v/ere 
not strongly secured, they would even enter into 
them, and destroy the flowers whicht h|»ve been 
removed from the gardens for protection. 

You will remember the plague of locusts sent 
upon Pharaoh and his people, when he would 
not let |he Children of Israel go. Moses was 
told to warn Pharaoh that if the locusts came 
they should co^er the face of the earth, that 
one cannot be able to see the earth; and they 
shall eat the residue of that which is escaped, 
which remaineth unto you from the hail, and 
shall eat every tree which groweth for you out 
of the field ; and they shall fill thy houses, and 
the houses of aU thy servants, and the houses 
of aU the Egyptians ; which neither they nor 
their fathers, nor thjr fathers’ fathers have seen, 
since the day that tfiey were upon the earth unto 
this day.” (Exod. x. 5, 6.) WeU might the 
wicked king’s servants pray him not to refuse 
to let the Israelites go, knowing that Ilgypt was 
now injury and that the locusts would finish 
the work of destruction. Buf his heart ms 
hardened ; so the locusts came^ and ate up every 
green thing, and destroyed the land. 

When Grod spoke of the good things he would 
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give His people if they were obedi^t, He also 
warned them of the punishments He would send 
on them if they sinned ; among which He says, 
— “ Thou^ shalt carry much seed out into the 
'field, and shalt gather but little in ; for the lo- 
cust sh^ colisume it/* etc. “All the trees and 
fruit of thy land shall the locust consume.” 
(Deut. xrviii. 38 — 4*2.) 

When Solomon had built the Temple, and it 
was consecrated, or given up. to God, he prayed 
for the people ; and in one part of his prayer he 
asked God that if at e-ny ti^e the plague of 
locusts should come, and the people prayed, God 
would graciously hear and take them away. (See 
1 Kings viiL 37, 38.) And we find (in 2 Chron. 
viL 13) God graciously promising that He will 
hear them. 

Locusts were insects which astonished Agur the 
wise man, by the order in which they marched: 
he says, — “ The locusts have no king, yet go they 
forth all of them by band's.” (Prov. xxx. 27.) 
Their swiftness of movement is noticed by 
Isaiah (chap, xxxiii. 4) ; and their great num- 
bers by the Psalmist (Psa. cv. 34), and by the 
prophet Nahum (chap. iii. 15). Th^same pro- 
-phet speaks of Vicked kings being like locusts 
and grasshoppers, camping in the hedges in “ the 
cold day ; but when the sun ariseth they flee 
away, and their place is not known where they 
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are.” (Nahum iiL 17.) This is true of locusts, 
which retire into the shelter of hedges when the 
air gets cold and the sun goes down. Winds 
have a great effect upon them. Of this David 
speaks in his unhappiness ; I am gone like a 
shadow when it declineth ; I am Abased up and 
down as the locust.” (Psa. cix. 23.) 

False teachers are cpmpared with locusts,' in 
the Eevelation: “There came out of the smoke 
locusts upon the earth : and unto them was given 
power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 
And it was conunanded them that they should 
not hurt the grass of the^earth, neither any 
green thing, neither any tree ; but only tho&e men 
which have not the seal of Ood in their foreheads f 
etc. “ And the shapes of the locusts were like 
unto horses prepared unto battle ; and on thSir 
heads were as it were crowns like gold, and 
their faces were like the faces of men. And* they 
had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth 
were as the teeth of lions. And they had breast-i, 
plates, as it were breastplates of iron ; and the 
sound" of their wings was as the sound of 
chariots of many horses running to battle. And 
they had .tails* like unto scorpions, and there 
were stings in their tails : and their power was 
to hurt men five months. And they had a king 
over them, which is the angel of the botjDmless 
pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abad- 
o 
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don, but in the Gteek tongue hath his name 
ApoUyon,” which means a destroyer. (Eev. ix.) 

Now, as L said before, dear children, these 
locusts mean false teachers, or ministers. But 
you see these wicked men are only to have 
power to those who have not the seal of 
God in their foreheads. Who are they who have 
this mark? What maijk does it mean? You 
have received once a mark on your foreheads, 
a sign of a cross, — but it (ioes not maan that, 
though every true believer will desire to possess 
that mark also. It is a spiritual mark which 
God places on His children : The Lord knoweth 
them that are His.” Those who have brought 
their sins in faith to Jesus, and have been 
washed in His blood, these have the true mark, 
and upon them false teachers and their errors 
shall have no power. 

These locusts have crowns like gold ; that is, 
they look grand outwardly. They have hair 
like women ; they seem mild and gentle, but 
their teeth are lions’ teeth ; for false doctrine 
destroys people’s souls as a lion destroys his 
prey. Their king is the devil ; they obey him 
and work for him. 

■ You have need, dear children, to beware of 
false teachers, and to read St. John’s advice; 

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the 
spirits whether they are of God : because many 
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false prophets are gone, out into the world.” 
(1 John iv. 1.) If in St. John’s time there 
were many false teachers, surely there are 
more now. Each year, as it passes on, brings 
out more false doctrines : men ^re starting up 
who deny Jesus, — who do not»trust in His 
Word, and in His blood. Now the Bible tells 
us such men should come into the world, and 
lead many people astray; therefore they are 
fulfilling prophecy. How, dear ones, when any 
one speaks in your hearing of these things, or 
seeks to persuade you not to believe what you 
have learnt in your Biblei^, do not give heed to 
them! Keep close to God’s Word ; ask to be 
guided by His Spirit, and you will not be hurt 
by false teachers, for God’s mark will be upon 
you. There is one other thing I must tell you 
about locusts, before I pass to something else. 

Of John the Baptist we are told, “his meat was 
locusts and wild honey.” (Matt. iii. 4.) Locusts 
are much eaten stdl, by the Arabs. In some 
eastern towns there are locust shops, and they 
are sold by measure. They are eaten fried in 
butter, and then mixed with honey. In times 
of greq^ scarcity they have been dried and ground 
into powder, from which a kind of bread is made. 
You see that out of the very insect which causes 
famine and distress, God produces food. From 
our first parents came sin, but out of the ruins 
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of tlieit fall, God built up the temple of salva- 
tion, through Jesjas Christ, — for He can, and 
often does, bring good out of evil. Who was John 
the Baptist ? I think you will tell me, the fore- 
runner of Jesus Christ, — ^the man who went be- 
fore Him to prepare His way. Do you remember 
what Jesus said of him? — That he was more 
than a prophet : ^'For this is he of whom 'it is 
written, behold, I send my messenger before thy 
face, which shall prepare thy way beforo thee. 
Verily I say unto you, among them that are born 
of women there hath not risen ^a greater than 
John the Baptist: notwithstanding, he that is 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he.” (Matt. xi. 9 — 11.) I do not believe people 
often think of the meaning of these words. If the 
question was asked, Who was the greatest man 
mentioned in the Bible? few would remember 
that Jesus says, John the Baptist. But when we 
consider the high honours heaped upon him, do 
we not see that it was so ? What so great a dis- 
;tlnction as going before the Lord Himself, and 
them baptizing his own Saviour ? Well might he 
Bay, — *‘I have need to be baptized of thee, and 
comest thou to me ?” John was humble, sincere, 
aelf-denying and courageous. How many years 
he spent alone in the desert with God, engaged 
no doubt in continued prayer with Him, to fit 
Tn\m for his high and holy calling. How little 
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he cared for the good things of this world : he 
wore a rough garment of came^’ hair, and a 
leather girdle, or belt; he 3rank only water, 
and fed upon locusts, which is the food of the 
poorest people, and ate the wild honey of the 
desert. He was content to become lower and 
lower, as his disciples left him and followed 
Jesus. He said, — “He must increase, but I must 
decrease.” John never thought of himself: Jesus, 
Jesus only, was to be exalted and glorified. He 
cared not what became of himeelf. What a lesson 
is this for evQiy one I Should we not be con- 
tent to put self out of the way altogether, and 
seek not that our own name may be great, but 
our Saviour’s? John was the first minister 
who taught his disciples a form of prayer. We 
do not know what the prayer was, but v/e know 
that the disciples of Jesus said, — “ Lord, teach 
us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” 
(Luke XL 1, 2.) And then Jesus taught them 
that beautiful form of prayer called “ The Lord’s 
Prayer,” which I hope you all know. This shows 
us Jesus approves of a/cwwiof prayer; and St 
Paul also, writing to Timothy, tells him to “hold 
fast the form of sound words,” 

Those of you, dear little friends, who belong to 
the Church of England, should value that beau- 
tiful form of prayer appointed for service, Vhich 
so simply expresses aU our wants and desirea 
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I need not tell you of John the Baptist's last days 
on earth, and the cruel death he died. In heaven 
as well as on earth (according to his manhood) 
he was the forerunner of his Lord and Master, 
—entering paradise before the death of Jesus; to 
whom, however, he is again united by the ascen- 
sion, in human form, of our Saviour Jesus. 

THE GNAT. 

This is a little winged insect, with a slight eting. 
When gnats come * in swarms, as they often do 
near water or in damp places, they become ex- 
tremely troublesome, and their sting is painful. 
Jesus Christ, as He walked by the shores of the 
Sea of Galilee, would see immense quantities of 
them. He often taught lessons from the things 
He saw around Him, and thus the gnat was 
chosen on one occasion t6 show the character of 
the Pharisees. These people thought themselves 
very holy, and were particular about little things 
^hich were not of much consequence, while they 
cared less for the great ones, which were. Thus 
Jesus says to them, — “Woe unto you, Scribes and 
i^iPharisees, hypocrites ! for ye pay tithe of mint, 
and anise, and cummin, and have omitted the 
weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, 
and faitli : these ought ye to have done, and not 
to leaVe the other undone. Ye blind guides, 
which strain at a gnat and swallow a camel.” 
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(Matt. xxiiL 23, 24.) A gnat is a tiny thing, a 
camel a large one, yet the Pharisees would tiy to 
swallow the large thing rather than the smaller. 
That is, they would pretend to be particular to 
pay a tax of herbs, such as mint, but they refused 
to do works of faith and love to their fiellow crea- 
tures. There are people who do this in the world 
now, I hope none of you, my young friends, 
will forget the little duties God expects from you, 
whilst you pay every attention to great things 
also. 

, THE FLEA. 

The flea is a troublesome little creature, which 
sucks the blood of both men and animals. Seen 
through a microscope, there is much that is 
wonderful and curious about it It can leap 
higher than any creature of its size : one thou- 
sand times as high as itseK The Arabs have the 
gi*eatest horror of fleas, though they abound in 
many parts of Palestine. If, however, they are 
found in an Arab's tent, the whole party leave 
the place, and seek another encampment. The 
flea is only twice mentioned in. the Bible. When 
Saul was hunting after David, and David had 
the power of killing the king, and refused to do 
so, in speaking to Saul, he said : — “ After whom 
is the king of Israel come out? after whom 
dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a 
flea?” etc, (1 Sam. xxiv. 14.)* And again, — ‘'For 
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the king of Israel is come out to seek a flea.” 
etc. (1 Sam. xxvi. 20.) David hy this, wished 
to moke himself appear small and insignificant 
in the eyes of Saul, hoping thus to protect him- 
self from the king’s violence* 

THE MAGGOT or WORM. 

I MENTION this insect because it is referred to 
in the Bible apart from the fly, wli^ch it after- 
wards becomes* Maggot is not the name for 
any separate insect, but a name given to a great 
many insects in an imperfect state. You know 
that the fowls which are in the farm-yards, have 
been once eggs, then downy chickens, and then 
fowls ; so all flies have been first eggs, then 
maggots, then flies; aU moths, or butterflies, 
have been first eggs, then caterpillars, then 
moths and butterflies. * Every bird has its own 
kind'- of egg, and every fly and butterfly has its 
own kind of maggot or caterpillar. The principal 
difference between a maggot and a caterpillar is, 
that the maggot’s body is made with rings, so 
that it moves itself forward by means of them, 
‘ and that the "caterpillar has legs to crawl with. 
The eggs of maggots are often hatched in any 
food that is not sweet and fresh. When the 
children of Israel were warned not to keep any 
mahna until the next day, those who disobeyed 
the command found that in the morning wornas 
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were in it, and that the food smelt disagreeably. 
These worms mean the maggots, of which I 
have been telling yon. The acconnt of the send- 
ing of manna, and of the people’s disobedience, 
yon may read in Ex. xvi 20. 
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THE CATEBPILLAR. 

r 

There are so many different kinds of these in- 
sects, that I cannot describe them to you here. 
No doubt you have often seen green caterpillars 
hanging on gooseberry or cabbage leaves; or 
watched hairy red and brown ones slowly craw- 
ling along your path. They are very destructive 
creatures, and increase even faster than locusts. 
They have been sent by God as a punishment 
for sin. Thus we read : '' He gave also their in- 
crease unto the caterpillars.” (Psa. Ixxviii. 46.) 
And again : “ He spake and the locusts came, and 
caterpillars, and that without number, and did 
eat up all the herbs in their land, and devoured 
the fruit of their ground.” (Psa. cv. 34, 35.) By 
the mouth of Isaiah God threatened the enemies 
of "His church : • '' Your spoil shall be gathered 
like the gathering of the caterpillar.” (Isaiah 
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xxxiii. 4.) There are more verges also, of which 
I will tell you when I speak of other kinds of 
insects. Do you know that butterflies, — those 
beautiful and lovely winged things, which fly 
from flower to flower, — ^were once ugly crawl- 
ing caterpillars t When the butterfly’s short life 
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is drawing to a close, it carefully lays its eggs 
where the sun’s warm rays will reach them, and 
there it leaves them ; content to die, knowing by 
its instinct, that it has performed the work given ’ 
to it. All winter these eggs lie, apparently un- 
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heeded, hut when spring appears, the sun’s warm 
rays again shine on them, ^d soon a kind of 
caterpillar makes its appearance, which at once 
begins to eat greedily. By and by a change 
comes over the caterpillar. It no longer eats, 
but a curious brown shell covers it, and to all 
appearance it is dead, — dried up and useless. 
Again there is a change : the shell of this chrysalis, 
as it is called, bunsts, and from it comes, — not the 
dull heavy looking caterpillar which it was be- 
fore, but a gay butterfly, with bright and glorious 
wings, flying from flower to.flower in the highest 
enjoyment. 

There is a beautiful t 3 rpe in this of the re» 
surrection of the people of God. They die.— 
They are put in the coffin, and laid in the cold 
grave. But a time is coming, when from the 
grave they shall burst forth in new and heavenly 
beauty, to mount up in the air to meet their 
Saviour. Hear what St. Paul says about the 
glorious change, which shall pass over the bodies 
of those which sleep in Jesus: — “It is sown in 
corruption ; it is raised in incorruption : it is 
t. sown in dishonour; it is raised p glory ; it is 
eat sown in weakness ; it is raised in power : it is 
the lown a natural body ; it is raised a spiritual 
the mwiy.” “ Behold, I show you a mystery ; we 
of “His 11 not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
like th moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
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last trump : for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall he raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed.” (1 Cor. xv. 42 — 44; 51, 62.) Per- 
haps you do not quite understand the meaning 
of these glorious verses. Corruption means that 
which is decayed, or perished. Bodiei^of flesh 
and blood are sown, or put into the ground 
when dead, and they are soon destroyed ; but 
when raised, God shall give them a body which 
is incorruptible; that is, which shall never perisL 
Dishonour means, that which is lowering or 
humbling. It is veiey humbling to see the bodies 
of those, once so fair and comely, put away in 
the cold dark ground : but though sown in dis- 
honour, they shall be raised in glory. They 
shall be bright and glistening as the angels. The 
natural body is that which we all now have, 
with flesh and blood ; the new body will be 
spiritual and never fading, like unto that which 
Jesus now has in heaven, as He sits at the right 
hand of God : that same body in which He rose 
again from the dead. All this change, dear 
children, shall take place in a moment, — quick 
as thought, — :when that last great trumpet shall 
sound, which you and I, and all who now live, 
or ever have lived, shall hear, in that’ great day 
of judgment. It is a solemn thought, but need, 
not cause gloom to those who love Jesus Christ 
in sincerity and truth. 
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THE CANKERWOEM 
AND THE PALMEE-WOEM 

Belong to that class of insects which do not 
feed upon leaves so much as upon grain, 
— as wheat or barley. They are, however, ex- 
tremely destructive, and destroyed much food 
in seasons when God sent them to punish sin. 
Joel says, — “ That which the palmer- worm hath 
left hath the locust eaten ; and that, which the 
locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten ; 
and that which the cankerworm hath left hath 
the caterpillar eaten.” (Joel i. 4.) The same 
prophet however promised, by inspiration, that 
God would take away these plagues after a time : 
“ I will restore to you the years that the locust 
hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpillar, 
and the palmer-worm, my great army which I 
sent among you.” (Joel ii. 25.) Of the woes 
to come upon Nineveh it is said : “ There shall 
the fire devour thee; the sword shall cut thee 
off, it shall eat thee up like the cankerworm : 
make thyself many as the cankerworm, make 
thyself many as the locust. Thou hast multi- 
plied thy merchants above the stars of heaven : 
the cankorworm spoileth, and fleeth away.” 
.(Nahum iiL 16, 16.) God speaking of His 
punishments on Israel and their great wicked- 
ness, says; “I have smitten you with blasting 
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and mildew : when your gardens and your vine- 
yards and your fig trees and your olive trees 
increased, the palmer-worm devoured them : yet 
have ye not returned unto me, saith the Lord ” 
(Amos iv. 9.) Oh! unhappy Israel, rebelling 
against Him who had been so good aild gracious 
to them. Their crime has brought its chastise- 
ment ; and scattered and despised, the Jew is 
bearing a worse and longer punishment than 
when chastened for a time by God’s instruments^ 
the insects and worms of the earth. 

* 

THE* EARTH WORM. 

Did it ever strike you, dear children, as you 
carelessly perhaps, stepped upon the little crawl- 
ling worm, that poor and insignificant and de- 
spised as you thought it, the worm is several 
times spoken of in the Bible, and there com- 
pared with people who are, in God’s sight, bfit as 
worms of the earthi Worms, though you may 
think them useless things, are in reality most 
valuable. Each worm has a little work to do ; 
and in this it sets an example to many, who 
seem to think they are bom for no other reason 
than to enjoy themselves, and only to care for 
their own pleasure. Worms, as I dare say you 
have noticed, have long thin bodies composed 
of many rings, — some have more than a hundred. 
These rings help it to bore into the earth. It 
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has a mouth, by which it sucks in food, — ^but no 
teeth. Worms are, as you Imow, very abundant. 
Have you ever watched a man digging up the 
earth, and seen the countless numbers which are 
thrown up by the spade? Gardeners think they 
do harm by eating and destroying young plants, 
but many are ignorant how really useful these 
little worms are. They bore down into the ground, 
by which they make it lighter and softer, so that 
the air and water can enter it better : this 
working underneath is like the working of a 
spade on the top, therefore it is of important 
use in making things grow more quickly and 
better. In fields, where worms are not so abun- 
dant, the crops do not grow nearly so well. 

The poor worms have many enemies. Birds, 
insects, and fishes, all feed upon them in innu- 
merable quantities. There is one species, not 
the" commonest kind however, which, if cut in 
pieces, most singularly does not die, but increases, 
— each piece becoming a distinct worm. The 
common worm also, if cut in two, does not all 
perish, — ^the head part will elongate and become 
whole as before, while the tail part, which has 
been cut off, dSes away. 

^nd now about what the Bible says of the 
worm. Bildad, Job’s friend, says, — ‘‘How then 
can man be justified (or made clear) wth God ? 
or how can he be clean that is born of a woman ? 
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Behold even to the moon, and it shineth not; yea, 
the stars are not ^ure in His sight : how much 
less man, that is a worm ; and the Son of man, 
which is a worm?” (Job xxv. 4 — 6.) David 
also says, — “ I am a worm, and no man ; a re- 
proach of men, and despised of the people.” 
(Psa. xxii. 6.) This Psalm is supposed to be 
spoken of Jesus in that sorrowful time, when 
His heart was broken for the sins of the world, 
and thek light of God's face was hid from Him. 

In speaking words of comfort to His sinful 
people Israel, Gc^d says, — '‘Fear not, thou worm 
Jacob, and ye men of Israel ; I will help thee.” 
(Isa. xli. 14.) Of the enemies of God’s people 
it was said, — “ They shall lick up the dust like a 
serpent, they shall move out of their holes like 
worms of tho earth : they shall be afraid of the 
Lord our God, and shall fear because of thee,” 
(Micah vii. 17.) ' • 

People often pray, dear children,^ and caU 
themselves worms of the earth in God's sight ; 
but how many reaUy feel thus humbly of them- 
selves ? how many think that just as you might 
crush a poor worm beneath your foot, so might 
God crush them ; and that it ib of His mercies 
only they are not consumed, for He is good and 
gracious unto them? Try really to feel your 
littleness before God, and let a poor crawling 
worm teach you a lesson of humility. 

p 
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. THE FLY. 

I* 

Tms winged insect you kno# as well as I do. 
You have seen it flying about the windows and 
rooms often, and have heard the curious buzzing 
noise it makes. I hope, however, you have 
never been cguilty of that very shocking habit, 
which some children have, of torturing poor 
little flies. I have seen cruel children pull off 
their legs, or their pretty shining wings, to see 
how they could manage to get along ^thout 
them. This is wicked, — and God, who made 
the flies and takes them under His care, is dis- 
pleased to see so cruel a disposition in children. 
To cause pain or suffering to anything without 
a good reason is wicked, and moreover shows a 
coward!^ disposition. 

Flies, when they swarm in great numbers, can 
cause mucl^ torment. We who live in England, 
where the weathei^s too cold to allow them to 
increase greatly, do not know what misery they 
produce. To punish the Israelites, God threat- 
ened flies. (See Isa. vii 18.) When dead in 
great quantities, they also make an unpleasant 
smeU. This is referred to by Solomon. (See 
Eccles. X. 1.) Yqji have read also, and remember 
I dare say, that grievous plague of flies which 
God Sent into the land of Egypt, upon Pharaoh 
and his people; and how God would not let 
them distress the children of Israel. Tlu's 
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plague seems to have been felt very much }fy 
Pharaoh, — ^more than most of the others, for he 
promised at first to let the people go; but as 
soon as the flies were taken away again his heart 
was hardened. 

I think I have told you nearly all that is said 
of flies in the Bible. I will now mention an- 
other insect, sent as a plague upon Egypt, 

. LICE. 

There are several different kinds of these dis- 
gusting little insects. They are very tiny, but 
when viewed through a microscope there is 
much that is curious in their formation. They 
are almost invariably found where persons or 
animals are very dirty, — and therefore, to those 
who are clean, these insects are particularly un- 
pleasant. ^ ♦ 

Wlien lice were sent as one of the plagues of 
Egypt, the magicians, or wise men who pre- 
tended they could work miracles, were obliged 
to confess that they could not produce these 
swarms of lice; and. they said to Pharaoh, — 
“This is the finger of God;” by which they 
meant that none but a powerfifl Creator could 
have formed and sent this plague. For all ihat 
Pharaoh did not care, but hardened his heg-rt 
and would not let the people go. (See Exod. 
viii 16 .) The plague of flies and lice is thus 
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sf oken of in the Psalms : " He spake, and there 
came divers sorts of flies and lice in all their 
coasts.” (Psa. cv. 31.) 

THE HORNET 

Is an insecft of the wasp kind, only very much 
larger and much more to be dreaded. Its sting, 
in couptries where it is of the strongest and 
largest l^ind, is severe, and often affects people 
very seriously. It has four wings instead of 
two, and flies with great force. It will eat flesh, 
as well as fruit and honey, and such things; 
and it also feeds upon wasps, when it can catch 
them. 

That the hornet must have been a terrible 
insect, we may learn from places in the Bible, 
where God sends, or threatens to send it as a 
punishmeSlt. Pot instance — upon the Canaan- 
ites, to prepare tne way for His people to enter 
into their land: '‘I will send hornets before thee, 
which shall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, 
and the Hittite, from before thee.” (Exod. xxiii. 
28.) Again ; “Moreover the Lord thy God will 
send the hornet among them, until they that 
are left, and hide themselves from thee, be de- 
stroyed.” (Deut. vii. 20.) Before the death of 
Joshua, after the Israelites had entered Canaan, 
he tells them how God had ftilfilled these threat- 
nings: “I sent the hornet before you, which 
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drave them out from before you ; even the two 
kings of the Ammoritest but not with thy sword 
nor with thy bow/* (Joshua xxiv. 12.)' , 

THE SPIDER.' 

Spiders are not pretty insects, — they are rather 
repulsive to look at than otherwise ; but there 
are many things very interestyig about them, 
and curious also. There are many different va- 
rieties #f them ; some very large, others so small 
they can hardly be seen by the naked eye. 
The spiders, however, generally referred to in 
the Bible, are the kinds called the house and 
garden spiders. They have eight long legs, and 
either six or eight tiny eyes, which little eyes 
you could not see without a magnifying glass. 
Spiders are sly creatures, — they seem formed 
only to deceive and destroy poor littie insects ; 
but for this they must not be\lamed, since it is 
their nature thus to procure their food, which 
consists of flies and small insects. 

You have often seen a spider’s web, but per- 
haps you have not thought how wonderful is the 
power of this insect, to spin so fine a thread 
from a kind of gum contained in a little bag 
in its body. This web is formed chiefly to catch 
its prey ; and when it is entangled, the spider 
rushes upon and IjjjUs it. There are some very 
venomous spiders, whose bite always kills in- 
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sects even much larger than themselves. The 
spider is very persevering; often and often it 
misses fixing the slender thread of its web where 
it wishes to have it placed ; yet it does not des- 
pair, but tries again. 

I dare say you have heard the story of Eobert 
Bruce, the king of Scotland who had so frequent- 
ly fought for his kingdom and been vanquished. 
One morning as he lay on a lowly bed, sadly 
thinking, he watched a little spider trying to fix 
the thread of her web, but in vain. Many times 
she repeated her efforts, untiltat last she suc- 
ceeded. The king learnt a lesson from the spider, 
roused himself once more, again went to battle, 
fought, and was victorious. This should bo to 
you, my children, a good example too. How 
often have you complained over some lesson that 
you could not learn, when it only required a 
little more patience and a few trials to master 
it thoroughly. 

Each spider lays about one thousand eggs in 
a season ; these she carefully incloses in a little 
bag, or strong web, where they are kept until 
hatched, when she lets them out, guarding them 
with the greatest care, carrying the weak ones 
on hgr own back. Soon, however, the little ones, 
like the young bees, begin their work, make 
webs for themselves, and catch their tiny prey. 
They do not wish to be a trouble to their pa- 
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rents longer than needful, therefore they pro- 
vide for themselves as soon as possible, just as 
industrious sons and daughters should do. In 
Job’s time the webs of spiders were spoken of. 
We read thus: — '‘The hypocrite’s hope shall 
perish : whose hope shall be cut off, and whose 
trust shall be as a spider’s web.” (Job viii. 14}.) 
Spiders were one of the four wonderful things 
mentioned in Proverbs: — “The spider taketh 
hold '^^ith her hands, and is in kings’ palaces.” 
(Prov. XXX. 28.) This means that a spider will 
spin its web in* the palace of the king with as 
great ease as in a lowly cottage, for it knows no 
distinction of persons, and is found in all places. 
Isaiah speaks thus : — “They (the wicked) hatch 
cockatrice’ eggs, and weave the spider's web.” 
(Isa. lix. 5.) Just as the spider spins its web to 
catch flies, so do wicked people still try to catch 
good people by their temptations, and persuade 
them into sin, 

THE GRASSHOPPER 

Is a little creature resembling a locust in shape, 
though it is more slender and less strong. There 
are several varieties of this insect, but that best 
known is the pretty little green one, marked 
with a brown stripe, which is found so often in 
the meadows in spring and summer. One thing 
is very curioua. God has provided the female 
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grasshopper with a kind of sharp instrument, 
which she can throw out or bring in as she 
pleases. When she is ready to lay her eggs, in 
the autumn, she bores a hole with this sharp 
thing into the earth, and into it, one by one, she 
drops her eggs, and there leaves them, until the 
spring. Soon after this, the poor grasshopper 
begins to fade away, and gently and uncom- 
plainingly she droops and dies. — Spring comes. 
The sun, with its bright beams, warms? these 
little eggs, on which there has been the watch- 
ful eye of a kind Creator. Soon little insects 
no bigger than a flea crawl out, and begin to 
feed on grass. Another change takes place; 
the outer coating the little thing wears begins 
to be unfit for use ; it wants its wings, with which 
it is at present unprovided, and begins to pant 
and push and make violent e%brts to be free ; and 
at length casts off its coating, and then has found 
its wings. Though weak at first, soon it gains 
strength, and enjoys its little summer life. You 
see God provides for these little orphan insects. 
They have no parents ; they are left alone ; but 
the sun shines upon them, and they are glad and 
happy. Have any of you, dear children, lost 
your kind parents ? Are you sad when you see 
other children telling their wants and troubles 
to their fathers and mothers ? Ah ! do hot be 
troubled. If God takes care of the little grass- 
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hoppers, He will also take care of you, if you 
ash Him. But, remember, you must ask Him : 
and He will make a far brighter, more blessed, 
sun to shine on you, even the sun of righteous- 
ness, Jesus Christ, whose Spirit shall dwell in 
your hearts, making you holy happy* children. 
Perhaps you will think of this when, in the soft 
twilight of a summer's evening, you hear the 
little grasshoppers chirping together among the 
grass. • 

The grasshopper, being of the locust kind, was 
allowed to be eaten by the Israelites. (See Lev. 
xi. 22.) They are insects that increase rapidly 
at certain seasons. When the Midianites came 
against the Israelites, they are twice described 
as ''grasshoppers for multitude." (Jiidg. vi. 5; 
vii. 12.) They are ti^id, frightened, little crea- 
tures. Of the war horse God says : “ Canst thou 
make him afraid as the grasshopper?" (Job 
xxxix. 20.) Do you know that beautiful chapter, 
tlie 12th of Ecclesiastes, which begins, — "Ee- 
m ember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou shall say, I have no 
pleasure in them." In the verses which follow, 
there is a description of old age and its infirmi- 
mities, which are compared with many things : 

“ The ke%)ers of the house " are the hands, " the 
house " is the body. The hands tremble in old 
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age. The grinders cease because they are few ; 
and those that look*out of the windows shall be 
darkened.” The grinders are the teeth, which 
generally fall out in the aged ; the windows are 
the eyes, which become dim. “The doors shut,” 
etc., mean that feeble old people do not generally 
have pleasure in talking much, or in listening to 
music, and from deafness, often cannot hear the 
singing of birds. They also become afraid of lit- 
tle things. “ The almond tree flourishes,” which 
means, the hair becomes white, “ and, the grass- 
hopper shall he a bu/rden, and desire shall fail ; 
because man goeth to his long home, and the 
mourners go about the streets.” (Eccles. xii.) 
Grasshoppers are very light creatures, and this 
is used to show how hard every little thing will 
become to those who ar^old and weak. They 
will not care for things vmich were once a plea- 
sure. Man’s “ long home ” is the grave. When 
all these signs come to pass, people know that 
death must be drawing near. 

Dear children, I want you to think of that 
first verse of this chapter. I want you to re- 
member your Creator now. Now, in the days of 
your youth, and health, and strength. Now, 
while you have time and opportunity. Do not 
be persuaded by those who would say to you, 
“ Time enough to think of being religRus when 
you are old.” How do you know you will live 
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to be old ? You may die soon, in the time of 
your early years. But if’ not, if you live to be 
old, do you wish only to give the feeble days of 
your life to God, — the God who made you, — the 
Saviour who died for you ? Do you wish to 
spend your childhood and youth in 4;he service 
of the devil, — to give him your best time, and 
Ood the worst t Surely, surely not. 

And there is one more thing I want to say to 
you. Do you think it will be easier to turn to 
God when you are older? Oh, dear ones, this 
is a sad mistake. Every year you lose makes it 
harder, and harder, and harder to turn to God. 
The heart becomes less soft. The conscience 
less tender. Now, therefore, now is the time to 
“remember your Creator in the days of your 
youth, while the evi^ days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh when thou shall say I have no 
pleasure in them.^’ 

THE MOTH 

Is the qnly insect left now to tell you about. 
Moths and butterflies are much the same spe- 
cies of insects, though there are several dis- 
tinctions, which are well known to those who 
have made these beautiful creatures their study. 
The curious horn-like substance which stands 
out of tBe heads of these insects, differs in the 
butterflies and moths : in the former it is rounded, 
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in the latter it is pointed. Moths, too, have 
more feet ; some have as many as sixteen. There 
are more than a thousand different varieties of 
moths, of various sizes, and many different colors 
and shapes. They are born in the same manner 
as the butterflies, — from caterpillars, which after- 
wards become chrysalids. Moths, unlike the but- 
terflies, generally are insects of the night instead 
of the day, — these nightly ones have no tongues. 

The difference between these insee4s is cu- 
rious. The butterfly revels in the bright and 
glorious sunshine; and when it is gloomy or 
dark, the poor little creature hides itself, droops, 
and seems sad. The moth, on the contrary, loves 
only either darkness or artificial light, such as 
gas or candles. 

I think we may see a type of God's people 
and those of the evil one, in these two insects. 
The butterflies are like those who are only happy 
in the light of Jesus, who is the Sun to them ; 
and when He withdraws His face from them 
they are troubled and distressed, and ^now no 
joy until they feel Him in their hearts again. 
The moths, on the contrary, resemble those who 
are children of the world only, — who do not care 
for the light of the Sun of righteousness : they 
prefer either the lights of earthly pleasure, or 
the darkness of sin. In this I hope, dear ones, 
you will resemble only the butterflies. 
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Some moths are useful, others very destruc- 
tive. Silk worms are imperfect moths of a 
particular kind ; and what could be done with- 
out them in these days of luxury and dress ? 
There are others, however, called the clothes 
moths, which are very destructive, aiid of these 
the Bible speaks : I will tell you about them 
presently. There is a small moth, too ; I dare 
say you have often seen it in a summer's evening, 
flitting apbout the rooms, — and when the candles 
are lighted, unable to resist the blaze, it flutters 
so near that its delicate wings catch fire, and it 
sinks down to die. This habit of the moth has 
been compared to those who are tempted to do 
what is wrong. Instead of avoiding evil, they 
draw nearer and nearer the forbidden pleasure, 
until they are unable to resist it, and are caught 
in the flame of their desire, and perish. Think 
of the giddy moth when you are tempted to go 
too near what you know is wrong. 

Two or three times in the book of Job the 
moth is spoken of. Eliphaz, Job's friend, speak- 
ing of God’s greatness and wisdom, and of man's 
littleness, says, — “ Behold, He (God) put no trust 
in His servants; and His angels He charged 
with folly : how much less in them that dwejl in 
houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, 
which are crushed before the moth?” You 
know the lightest touch destroys this poor soft 
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insect ; yet in God’s sight we, who are but as 
dust before Him, are no better. 

As I told you before, moths are very destruc- 
tive to clothes; they soon eat holes in them. 
Job refers to this (in chap. xiii. 28) : twice, also, 
Isaiah doeS. “ They all shall wax old as a gar- 
ment ; the moth shall eat them up,” (Isa. 1. 9.) 
And again : “ Hearken unto me, ye that know 
righteousness, the people in whose heart is my 
law ; fear ye not the reproach of men® neither 
be ye afraid of their revilings ; for the moth 
shall eat them up like a garment; and the worm 
shall eat them like wool : but my righteousness 
shall be for ever, and my salvation from genera- 
tion to generation.” (Isa. li. 8.) Then again, if 
you will look in Hosea (chap. v. 12), you wiU 
find God’s judgments compared with the des- 
tructiveness of moths, and the foolishness of 
providing much for earthly things. Job xxviL 
18. The apostle James also spe6,ks thus to 
men who thought only of their wealth : “ Your 
riehes are corrupted, and your garments moth- 
eaten.” (James v. 2.) 

There are two Psalms used in the beautiful 
but solemn Burial Service of the Church, in 
one of which, in the Bible version, we read these 
words : “ When thou with rebukes dost 
correct man for iniquity, thou makest his beauty 
to consume away like a moth : surely every man 
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is vanity.” (Psa. xxxix. 11.) How sad, that 
man's sin and wickedness should have brought 
so much sorrow into the world ! But for sin, 
there woul^have been no death, no grave. Yet 
God has graciously given us a remedy, — even 
the hope of eternal life, through Jesms Christ 
our Lord. 

The last verse I wish you to refer to about 
the moth, is in Matt. vi. 19. It is a part of 
Jesus Christ's Sermon on the Mount : ‘‘Lay not 
up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal ; but lay up for your- 
selves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through and steal : for where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also,” 

What are heavenly treasures? God's love, 
God’s promises, — felt and believed in the he^rt. 
The redemption of Jesus is a treasure; His 
blood cleanseth from all sin those who believe 
in Him. And what has Jesus laid up, as trea- 
sures in heaven, for those who love Him ? 
Mansions of glory : crowns never fading, which 
shine as the stars : white robes, washed in His 
blood, which will never be stained by sin: 
golden harps, and voices to sing a new song,* 
even of praise to Him . and new names ; even 
His Father’s name shall be written for them in 
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white stones. They shall eat moreover of hi4- 
den* manna ; rich spiritual food which the world 
knows not o£ They shall sit ^on throned .of 
glory, and he pillars in the temple of God, and 
go no more out from it. These and many othert 
are heavenly treasures: treasure which will 
never perish, never rust, never decay. The 
white robe can never be destroyed by the ‘moth, 
for it is of lasting material — even heavenly. All 
things here on earth fade, and change^ and die, 
and have stamped upon them — “ Passing away.” 
All things in heaven bear th^ impress of “Eter- 
nity — Everlasting ! ” 

Win you not have these treasures ? You may 
if you ask for them. No one is ever cast out 
who seeks Jesus in the right way. In that fair 
and happy country, crowns and robes shall be 
yours, besides many things which none but 
tho'se already there can know, — which no earthly 
tongue can describe, — ^but which God has pre- 
pared for those who love and serve Him here 
on earth. Ask, therefore, and they shall be‘ 
given you. Seek, and you shall find. Knodc, 
and the heavenly gates shall be opened unto 
you. 
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<}. Tell me some difference bet;\^en insects 
« 

and other creatures ? 

'-4. Insects have neither bones nor gristle. 
They have trunks and protected eyes. 

Q. What insects were clean to the Israelites ? 
A. The different kinds of locusts. " 

Q. What insect does Solomon tell the slug- 
gard to take a lessen from ? 

A. The ant. 

Q. What does the ant do in summer? 

A. Prepares its meat against the cold of 
winter. 

Q. How do ants get servants for themselves ? 
A. They steal from their neighbours. 

Whom are they like in this ? 

A, Those who cariy away poor black people 
to make slaves of them. 

Q What insect makes honey ? 

A. The bee. 

Q. By what are bees governed ? 

A. By a queen. 

Q. 'V^at does the queen do ? 

A. She lays eggs, and places them in little 
cells. 

Q 
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Q. Do bees always live in hives ? 

A. No. Wild bees have nests in the trunks 
of trees and various other places. 

Q. What does the bee do when angry ? 

A. It stings people. 

Q. Whd found a swarm of bees in the dead 
body of a lion ? 

A. Samson. 

Q. What land did God tell the Israelites 
flowed with milk and honey ? » 

A. Canaan. 

Q. What did this mean ? ^ 

A. That it was a rich land, full of grass and 
beautiful flowers. 

Q. What do the bees do with those of their 
brothers who will not work 1 

A. They sting them to death. 

Q. Ought all people to be industrious ? 

A! Yes : God hates idleness. 

Q. What does Solomon say is as swe^ as 
honey ? 

A, Pleasant words. 

Q. Who took a present of honey when they 
went to buy food ? 

A. Joseph’s brethren, 

Q, To what are God’s judgments compared ? 

To honey and the honey-comb. 

Q, Who ate a piece of broiled fish and honey- 
comb after His resurrection 1 
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A. Jesus Christ 

Q. Name an insect sent as one of the plagues 
of Egypt, which ate up every green thing? 

A. The locust 

Q. How large is the locust ? 

A. About the size of a man’s thumb. 

Q. Do locusts come in great numbers in 
Eastern countries ? 

A Yes. Millions ai^ millions at a time. 
Sometimes the whole air is darkened by them, 
and often they leave nothing upon the ground, so 
that a famine is produced. 

Q. Who describes the calamity occasioned 
by locusts ? 

A. The prophet JoeL 

Q. To what are locusts compared in the book 
of Eevelation? 

A. To fallen teachers. 

Q. Who ate locusts and wild honey ? 

A John the Baptist. 

Q. What is a gnat ? 

A. A little winged insect* which is generally 
found near water. 

Q. What did Jesus say of the Pharisees ? 

A. “ Te strain at a gnat and swallow a camel” 

Q. What did he mean ? 

A That while they were particular about 
little things, they neglected great ahd important 
onea 
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Q. To what insect did David once compare 
himself?’ 

A, The flea. 

Q. What can the flea do ? ■ 

A, Leap a thousand times as high as itself. 

Q. What is a maggot ? 

A. An insect in an imperfect stl,te. 

Q, Where do we read of maggots in the Bible ? 

A. In Ex. xvi. 20.^ In the manna which h|id 
been kept too long by the disobedient Israelites. 

Q. Name an insect very des tractive to green 
things, and which increases faster than the locust? 

A. The caterpillar. • 

Q, Where is it said that God sent cater- 
pillars as a punishment for sin ? 

A. Psalm Ixxviii, 46 ; Psalm cv. 34, 35, etc. 

Q. What beautiful insect is in its first state an 
ugly brown caterpillar ? 

A, The butterfly. 

Q. Of what is the butterfly, bursting from 
its shell, a type ? 

A. Of the resurrection of God’s people in a 
new and glorious body. 

Q, What are the canker-worm and the 
palmer-worm ? 

A. Insects which feed upon grain, 

. Q, What prophet was commanded to threaten 
the people with these insects for the punishment 
of sin ? 



QUESTIONS ON INSECTS. 


229 


A. Joel. 

Q. Of what use is the worm ? t 

A, It makes the earth lighter and softer, 

Q. Who speaks of man as a worm in God’s 
sight 1 

A, Bildad, Job’s friend. • 

Q. Wholblse calls himself a worm ? 

A. David. (Psalm xxii 16.) 

Q. Name a little winged buzzing insect, sent 
as a plague on Pharaoh ? 

A, The fly. 

Q. To whom -else did God threaten to send 
them*? • 

A, The Israelites ; by Isaiah (vii. 18). 

Q. Name other insects sent as a plague? 

A. Lice. 

Q. What did the magicians of Egypt say of 
the plague of lice ? 

A, ‘‘It is the finger of God.” " * 

Q. Name an insect which God said He would 
send before His people to destroy the wicked 
nations of Canaan ? 

A, The hornet. 

Q. What insect spins a web to catch its 
prey? 

A. The spider. 

Q. By what does the spider teach people a 
useful lesson ? 

A , By* its perseverance. 
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Q. Who spoke of the spider’s web ? 

A. J#b. 

Q. Who says spiders are in kings’ palaces ? 

A. Agur. (Prov. xxx. 28.) 

Q. What insect has a sharp point in its 
body, which it can throw out at pleasure, and 
with which it bores holes in the gr^nd to place 
its eggs in ? 

A. The grasshopper. i 

Q. What nations were compared with grass- 
hoppers for multitude ? 

A, The Midianites, in Gideon's time. 

Q. Who says that man may become so feeble 
that even the grasshopper shall be a burden ? 

A, Solomon. 

Q, Name an insect something like a butter- 
fly, which however prefers darkness to light 
and sunshine ? 

A* The moth. 

Q. What do some moths do with clothes ? 

A. They eat them. 

Q. What does Jesus say about moths? 

A . Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal, but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven.” 


END OF INSECTS. 
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What is a1*eptile? I wonder whether any of 
you could tell me. I dare say you do not exactly 
know what is the difference between birds, 
beasts,* and reptiles. I cannot now tell you 
much about these creatures, because it would 
lead me to speak of many things which I should 
prefer you to read* of during week days. Eep- 
tiles, however, I must teU you are animals, — 
though of less interest than either beasts or 
birds. They are not what are called mammalia* 
— ^that means, animals which feed their young 
with their own milk. Reptiles are cold-blooded 
creatures ; they either crawl or swim ; they have 
less instinct than beasts or birds, and are gene- 
rally indolent, and in winter he in a state of 
torpor, or sleepiness. Before the flood some rep- 
tiles were immensely large ; some of them, of the 
lizard kind, were thirty feet long, — ^that would 
be, as long as a large room. The skeletons of 
many of these animals have been found \)uried' 
under ground, deep down, where they have laid 
for ages and ages. The science which tells us 
about the fossil remains of these wonderful crea- 
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tures is called geology ; and a most interesting 
one it is to study, — for we learn much §,bout 
these creatures, which lived so long» before the 
fldod. Sometime, perhaps, you will know and 
understand it for yourselves. 

All reptiles were regarded as unclean, under 
the Law God gave to Moses. You will find this 
Law in Leviticus xi. 31, 40 — 43. 

Eeptiles, as well as birds and beasts, were 
created for God’s glory. (Gen. i. 24, 25.) Ancf 
in Psalm cxlviii., reptiles are also included 
with the other animals which^ are created for 
God’s praise. Adam had them put under his 
dominion. (Gen. i 26.) Yet how sad to think, 
dear children, that through means of a reptile 
our first parents sinned ! I think, perhaps, tliis 
was the reason why all reptiles from henceforth 
were to be regarded by God’s people as unclean 
and dnholy. No image* was to be made in the 
likeness of a reptile, or indeed of any other 
creature. (See Deut. iv. 16 — 18.) Yet even the 
Israelites were found guilty of worshiping these 
Matures (Ezek. viii. 10) ; and Gentiles also 
(see Eom. i. 23). Solomon wrote a history of 
reptiles, as well as birds and beasts ; and many 
"curiovs and interesting things are told about 
them in natural history. I must now begin to 
tell you about the reptiles mentioned in the 
Bible. 



Ilfg-tilis. 


THE CHAMELEON. 

What is called the mole in the Bible is supposed 
to be the chameleon. It is never mentioned 
there, I believe, except amongst the list of un- 
clean creatures. (Lev. xi 30.) The chameleon 
is a kind of lizard.* One of the most curious 
things about it is, that according to the different 
shades of light in which it is seen, and whether 
it is angry or hungry, so it seems to change 
colour, — sometimes having a sort of leaden ashy 
hue, at other times red or brown. It is a stupid, 
slow creature ; harmless, and feeding on insects, 
which its large tongue enables it quickly to 
draw into its mouth. 

THE LIZARD. 

Lizards are of many kinds ; but the one which 
is spoken of in the Bible is thought to be of a 
most poisonous nature, delighting to wallow 
in dirt and mire, and is loathsome as well as 
dangerous. It is only named in the list of un- 
clean reptiles. (Lev. xL 30.) 
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THE TORTOISE. 

Tortoises, like lizards, are of many kinds ; but 
one of the principal thmgs to notice about them 
Is the hard shell which covers their back. They 
are slow, harmless creatures, very awkward in 
their movements, and feed on vegetable sub- 
stances. They live very long, sometimes even 
one hundred years. Though the Jews were for- 
bidden to eat them, they are considered very 
good for food, particularly that kind cklled the 
turtle, or sea tortoise. There are many in Pales- 
tine, which would serve to remind the Jews, as 
they watched them slowly Crawling along, that 
they were unch m ; and still further, make them 
think of the first sin of Adam and Eve, who 
were tempted to eat the forbidden fmit by a 
reptile which crawled on the ground, even 
though it was not exactly like the tortoise. 

THE SNAIL. 

A SNAIL is a curious little creature, which has 
its home in a shell, which it carries on its back 
as it crawls along. What are called slugs are 
of the same kind, though they have no shells. 
They are very destructive to early spring vege- 
tables and flowers; and wherever they pass, 
they leave a slimy mark. Dear children, is not 
this like sin ? Whenever it is indulged in, it is 
sure to leave a mark , — ^a mark which nothing 
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but the blood of Jesus can wash away. You 
have many marks to wash out, — ^many ^sins to 
be cleansed away ; pray to have them removed, 
for Jesus’ sake. 

Snails easily melt with heat or pressure, 
David mentions this, in Psalm Iviit 8. He 
speaks of God’s judgment on the wicked, and 
says , — a snail which melteth ; let every one 
of them pass away.” 

% 

THE FEOG. 

The frog is a welt known reptile, of a greenish 
colour, with black spots ; its under parts being 
of pale yellow. Its eyes are large for its size, 
and brilliant. It hops about with great activity, 
and is very fond of being near, or even in, 
shallow water. One difljgrence between a toad 
and a frog is, that the frog leaps, and the toad 
crawls, and the frog is much more active ttian 
the toad. There are several different kinds of 
frogs ; and in France many varieties are con- 
sidered tender and deUcale for food. There is 
one remarkable thing mentioned in the Bible 
about frogs. When Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
refused to let 6od’& people go, I dare say you 
wiU remember that God sent ten plagues upon 
him. The second plague was that of immense 
numbers of frogs : — And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, 



♦KEPTILES OF THE BIBLE. 


Thus saith the Lord, Let my people go, that 
they may serve me. And if thou refuse to let 
them go, behold, I will smite* all thy borders 
with frogs : and the river shall bring forth frogs 
abundantly, which shall go up and come into 
thine house, and into thy bedchamber, and upon 
thy bed, and into the house of thy servants, 
and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, and 
into thy kneading troughs : and the frogs shall 
come up both on thee, and upon thy people, 
and upon all thy servants.” (Exodus viii. 1 — 4.) 
Pharaoh was not made afraid by this threatened 
punishment, and so the frogs'were sent. But soon 
the wicked king found how dreadful was this 
plague. Think how horrible, to find a cold, 
clammy frog in your bed or on your seat ! Though 
harmless, the frog is disagreeable both to look at 
and touch. Soon Pharaoh prayed that Moses and 
Aaron would ask the Lord to remove these un- 
pleasant creatures. They did so ; and God heard 
their request, and the frogs died. Then the wick- 
ed king hardened his heart, and would not let the 
people go. Oh ! how sad thus to rebel against 
the Almighty. But there are many people who, 
when in trouble, say they will do better ; yet if 
God i^moves the trouble from them they become 
wprse than ever. This is sadder than if they 
were heathen, and knew not God ; for the more 
knowledge we have, the greater will be our 
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shame and punishment if we refuse to obey 
God’s commands. 

We read of the frog again in the last book of 
the Bible. (See Eev. xvi. 13.) “And I saw 
three unclean spirits, like frogs, come out of the 
mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of 
the beast, and out of the mouth of the false 
prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, 
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings 
of the earth and of the whole world, to gather 
them to the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty.” • 

Now I cannot, dear children, tell you the 
meaning of these three frogs, or evil spirits, 
— for, in the prophetical parts of God’s Word, 
much is left to our faith, that cannot now be 
made clear. I do not think that God meant 
His purposes to be fully known, although some 
people say one thing and some another, acctord- 
ing to their own ideas. We do know that in the 
latter times many will depart from the faith of 
the Bible, and listen to foolish stories and pre- 
tended miracles and wonders ; and that in these 
days the corrupt Church of Eome draws over 
many weak minds, and persuades them to em- 
brace her doctrines; and also there are^qther 
grievous errors entered into the Church, whereby 
many are led astray : but whatever these errors 
or evils may be, I want you to believe that God 
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will keep you from them, if you trust in Him 
with your whole heart. 

The Bible has said that troubles and persecu- 
tions are to come upon the Church; yet God 
knows them that are His, and will keep their 
souls safe'; and if they are looking for and 
watching for the coming of their Lord, He will 
comfort and succour them in the time of trial 
and sorrow here on earth, and at last take '^em 
to dwell with Him in His glorious kingdom for 
evermore. 

r- 

THE HOBSE-L^IECH. 

Leeches are a kind of worm, fond of sucking 
blood, which they will draw until they are 
unable to take any more. They are useful for 
some kinds of illness, which require that people 
should have blood taken from them: leeches 
are then applied, which fasten into the flesh and 
draw the blood away. They are unpleasant- 
looking creatures, and aU we connect them with 
is disagreeable. The horse-leech is a particular 
kind of leech, found in shallow or stagnant 
water. It is mentioned once in the book of 
Proverbs : "The horse-leech hath two daughters, 
crying Give, give.” This, I suppose, refers to 
the never satisfied desire for blood which these 
creatures possess. 
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THE SOOEPION. 

Scorpions are disagreeable creatures ; something 
between lizards and enormous spiders. They 
look more like lobsters, than anything I can 
describe to you. They have most dreadful stings, 
which are in their tails. These *are 'spoken of 
in the book of Revelation : “ They had tails like 
scorpions, and there were stings in their tails, 
and their power was to hurt men five months.” 
(Rev. ix? 9.) The scorpions which sting the 
most venomously are about five or six inches 
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long. They live principally in hot countries, 
and are veiy greit plagues. • There are numbers 
in Palestine during summer. They are generally 
found under stones, or among ruins, but at times 
they even enter houses. 

In the'^wUdemess through which Moses led 
the Children of Israel, there were many of these 
unpleasant Creatures. God spoke to the Israel- 
ites, and reminded tBem of His goodness in pro- 
tecting them from their stings : “ Whojed thee 
through that great and terrible wilderness, 
wherein were fiery serpents find scorpions, and 
drought, where there was nq water ; who brought 
thee forth water out of the rock of flint ; who 
fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which 
thy fathers knew not, that He might humble, 
thee, and that He might prove thee, to do thee 
‘good at thy latter end.” (Dent, viii 15, 16.) 

When Jesus was talking to His disciples 
about God’s goodness, and what wise and kind 
arrangements He made for His people, he com- 
pared Him with a father who knows what is pro- 
per and right to give his children. He said,-^ ' 
“ If a son ask bread of any of you that is a father, 
will he give him a stone ? or if he ask a fish, " 
will he give him a serpent? or if he ask an egg, 
wiU he ofier him a scorpion ? If ye then being 
evil (or sinful), know how to give good gifts ^ 
unto your children, how much^ more shall your ■ 
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heavenly Father give the Holy 8p!iit to them 
that ask Him?” (Luke xL Oh, yes! 

dear children, Qod jp, more ready and 'willing 
than even your own load father, to give yon 
rich blessing. You have only to ask, and 
ceive from God. When Jesus sent odt seventy 
of His disciples to preach the Gospel, th^ re^ 
turned to Him with great joy, finifing even the 
devils obeyed th6m ; and then He said,— 
hold, I^ve you power to tread on serpents 
and scorpions, and over all the power of the 
enemy ; and nothing shall by any means hurt 
you/' (Luke x. 19.) 

Scorpions are always emblems of what is 
wicked: thus the rebellious Jews, in Ezekiel’s 
time, were compared with them. God said to His 
servant, — And thou, son of man, be not afraid 
of them, neither be afifaidof their words, though 
briars and thorns be with thee, and thou dost 
dwell among scorpions,” etc. (Exek. ii 6.) ^d 
in Eevelation (chap. v. 3, 5, 10), wicked people 
opposed to Jesus Christ, are said to be like these 
creatures, whose bite causes death. 

Scorpions, therefore, have always been con- 
sidered great plagues in any country. Do you 
remember the foolish young king Eehobqam, 
^Solomon’s son, who, when his people asked him 
gaot to be quite so strict as hie father had been, 
g|^d not listen to tire good advice of the old 
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men who wished him to grant their petition, 
but took that of silly young inen ; and when 
the people came for Iheij answer, made this 
unwise reply: ^'Whereas my father did lade 
you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your 
yoke : m/ father hath chastised you with whips, 
but I wiU chastise you with scorpions ” (1 Bangs 
xii. 11.) Perhaps you know the consequences 
of this harsh answer ? Ten of the tribes of Israel 
directly rebelled against Eehoboam; sfiid from 
that time there was no more one king over the 
whole land of Israel, for it was divided into two 
kingdoms How foolishly this young king must 
have felt he had acted, when it was too late to 
change his mind. 

Eememb^r, that old people, who have lived 
the longest and had the most experience, can 
generally give better advice than those who have 
had*less time to acquire wisdom. Had Eehoboam 
only listened to what the old men advised^ his 
kingdom would have been left undisturbed ; as 
it was, you see, he lost by far the greater part 
of it. 


THE VIPEE OR ADDER and ASP. 

ft 

ViPEBB, ADDEJRS, AiO) ASPS are reptiles of the 
snake kind. The two first are of the same speciei^ 
tliough there are two or three distinctions. They^^ 
are small, about two feet long, of a dull yeltosi^' 
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colour, spOttedi-with black. They are often found 
in England, and aU over Europe. Their bite is 
venomous, but does not, I beKeve, always cause 
death, though there are instan(!ls which have 
ended fatally. It was one of this de^a^ly land ho 
doubt'which was found on the island where St. 
Paul was wrecked. Do you remember, when 
the poor people who had been saved from drown-, 
ing were cast on shore, the barbarous people were 
very Sind to them, and as it was cold and wet, 
they made a fire, for which St. Paul himself 
“gathered a bundle of sticks, and as he laid 
them on the lire, there came a viper out of the 
heat and fastened on his hand. And when the 
barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his 
hand,” they thought St. Paul must be a very 
wicked man, who, though he had perhaps es- 
caped the sea, God was going to punish fqr his 
sins. But St, Paul shook it off his hand into the 
firg, and felt no huit. The people watched for 
some time,, and thought his hand would swell, 
or he would fall down dead ; but God would not 
* let the viper hurt his servant. When they saw 
no harm was done, they now begun to think 
that he was a god instead of « wicked man. 

When John the Baptist was baptizing iii the 
river Jofdan, and the Pharisees and Saddudees 
came to be baptized, he said unto them : “ Oh, 

, generation of vipers, who hath warned you to 
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flee from the wrath to comer' These people 
had a poison within them far worse even than 
that of vipers. It was the poison of sin, unre- 
pented of and tinforgiven. 

There ar^ many people -who pretend to, and 
in some cases really h^e obtained such a power 
over serpents and snakes, that they make them 
perfectly harmless. They twist them over their 
necks, and handle them in eveiy way without 
the snakes biting them. This is called “ ser- 
pent charming.” But all serpents will not be 
charmed. It is said that adders have been 
known to take the tip of thdir tail and place it 
over their ears, so as to prevent themselves from 
listening to music or any pleasant noise. To 
this extraordinary obstinacy there are two allu- 
sions in the Bible. David says of the wicked : 
”Thqy are like the deaf adder that stoppeth 
her ear ; which will not hearken to the voice of 
charmersjj charming never so wisely.” (Ps. lyiL 
4, 5. See also Jer. viii. 17.) In that beautiful 
ninety-first Psalm, which speaks of Grod'sgracioua^ 
care, he says to his people, — " Thou shalt tread 
upon the lion and the adder ; ” which means that 
God will keep His saints in all dangers, if they 
put flieir trust in Him. Of the punishment which 
shall come on drunkards, Solomon says, — “at the 
last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like 
an adder.” (Prov. xxiii 32.) 
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The asp is somewhat different from the viper 
or adder. Its bite is not painful, but it is certain 
death, unless the part bitten is immediately cut 
off It is generally of a gieefti colour, with 
brown bands over its skin. It is, very small, 
I believe the smallest of<tfdl snakes. There was 
once a Ticked heathen queen, — she was very 
proud, but some people thought her brave : shq 



Queen Cleopatra and the Asp. 


would not have been Mraid to have gone otrt; to 
battle, and even herself to have fought. But there 
was one thing she had not courage to stand 
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against, — that was being conquered, and shown 
as a vanquished queen to her enemies. This 
was really being wanting in true courage, because 
to be really brave is always to face whatever we 
are called upon to endure, however much our 
pride may shrink frqpn it. But queen Cleo- 
patra preferred to die rather than be looked 
upon as a prisoner. When taken by her enemies 
she was carefully watched, to see that she did 
not stab herself, and knives and daggers kept 
from her. But she had a friend outside her 
prison, who promised to aid hef in taking away 
her life. A basket of fruit or flowers was sent 
to her, concealed in which was an asp, whose 
deadly bite the queen knew would nd her froin 
her earthly enemies. She pressed the deadly 
creature to her, and speedily death stole upon 
her; and she went to render her account to a 
far mightier Monarch than the Eoman emperor 
she so much dreaded. Now there are some 
people, dear children, who would tell you that 
this queen’s act was a brave one, — ^that they ad- 
mired her spirit and courage. But believe me, 
for any one to take away the life which God has 
given, can never be a brave or a right action. 
When God pleases, he can at any moment take 
away our lives ; therefore to shorten them our- 
sdves is presumptuous and wicked in the highest 
degree. True courage is to bear with meekness 
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and patience, reviling, mocking, and persecution;; 
out of which, in God's good^time. He will deliver 
His people, who iheu will know how sublijne 
a thing it is, to suffer and be strong.*’ 

In Ps. cxL 3, the words of the wicked are 
compared with Ihe poison of asps ; alid again, in 
Eomans iii. 13, of the mcked it is said, “the 
poison of asps is under their lips.” In the time 
of peace and righteousness yet to come, the asp* 
will cease to be venomous, “ and the sucking 
child shall play on the hole of the asp.” (Is. xi. 
8.) This means .that without danger of death, 
even a baby shall 4 )lay beside the home of this 
serpent, now so deadly. 

THE COCKATRICE ok BASILISK. 

The creature which is now called by these 
names, is not the same as that mentioned in the 
Bible. The cockatrice or basilisk, of thef pre- 
sent timers a hooded lizard, which though ugly 
in appearance, is quite harmless. The cock- 
atrice of the Bible was some kind of veno- 
mous serpent or lizard, very much dreaded by 
all persons. This is several times mentioned. 
In the time of peace, of which I have told 
you before, Isaiah says, “the weaned ,child 
shall put his hand on the cockatrice’s den.” 
(Is. XL 8.) Of the wicked people it was said, — 
“They hatch ^cockatrice eggs, and weave the 
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spidei^s weh : he that eateth of their eggs dieth, 
and that which is qrushed breaketh out into a 
viper.” (Is. lix. 6.) This m^mt that the sins 
of the wicked were worse than the increase of 
these poisonous creatures. Cockatrices were 
sent by G<5d sometimes as a j^ague upon the 
wicked. In Jeremiah we read, — “ Behold, I will 
send serpents, cockatrices, among you, which 
not be charmed, and they shall bite you, 
saith the Lord.” (Jer. viii 17.) 

.THE DRAGON. 

Very often in the Bible, the creature called the 
dragon is a “ figurative ” animal ; that is, not an 
animal which is really known and liirtng, but one 
used to show something God wished to be known. 
The dragon of the present time is a harmless 
reptile of the lizard kind, — about four feet in the 
length of its body, with a long thin tail. It is 
of a bluish grey colour. Perhaps you Mhve heard 
many silly stories about dragons. When I was 
a little child, I was foolish enough to read of these 
monsters, with seven heads, and flames of fire 
coming out of their mouths, — all of which of 
course was untrue. I do not know what sort of 
an ai^mal can be meant by the dragon in the 
Bible, when it is not spoken of figuratively ; — 
most likely some creature of the serpent tribe. 
The wicked are compared withpoisonous dragons: 
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'' their wine is the poison of dragons, and tiie 
cruel venom of asps.” (Dent, xxxii. 38.) 

The dragon of the Bible must have been a 
solitary creature, for Job complains that by his 
misfortunes he had become a brother to dragons. 
(Job XXX. 29.) It had a wailing voice, which 
Micah speaks of (chap. L 8). Its snuffing up the 
wind, and devouring and swallowing, its prey, “ 
is spoken of by Jeremiah (xiv. 6 ; li. 34). It'- 
was found in dry places, — ^as in the wilderness, 
and deserted cities : another kind was found in 
rivers, and thesa may have been the reptiles 
we now call crocodiles. I cannot teU you all 
the places where these things are mentioned 
it would take up too much time ; but a few 
I can give you. In Psalm Ixxiv. 13, we read 
thus of God’s power, — “Thou didst divide the 
sea by thy strength : thou breakest the heads 
of the dragons in the waters.” (See also Isaiah 
xxvii. 1 .) Again : “ I will make J erusalem heaps, 
and a den of dragons” (Jeremiah ix. 11) : and 
of the cities of God’s enemies, — “thorns shall 
come up in her . palaces, nettles and brambles 
in the fortresses thereof: and it shall be an 
habitation of dragons,” etc. (Is. xxxiv 13.) Of 
Babylon it is said by the same prophet, — -“the 
wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their 
desolate houses, and dragons in their pleasant 
palaces.” (^s. xiiL 22; see also Is. xliii. 20.) 
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And of Esau’s land, God says, — “ I hated Esaii, 
and laid his mountains and his heritage waste 
for the dragons of the wilderness.” (Mai. i. 3.) 

The dragon described in one part of the Bible 
was red, but I do not think the colour is 
mentioned except where it was a figurative 
creature. (Kev. xii. 3.) It was often used as’ a 
representation of wicked people. In Ezek. xxix. 
3, — “Thus saith the Lord God; BehoM I am 
against thee, Pharaoh king of Egjrpt, the great 
dragon that lieth in the midst of his rivers,” etc. 
(See also Is. xxvii. 1 ; li. 9.) The Psalmist says, — 
“Thou hast sore broken us in the place of dragons, 
and covered us with the shadow of death.” In 
this case, the dragons meant wicked people ; as 
also where God promises the saints shall trample 
the dragon under their feet. (Ps. xci. 13.) Several 
times in the Eevelation the devil is called the 
dragon, also that old serpent ; but as I am going 
to tell you about the serpent presently, I will 
only mention one example of this: — “There 
appeared another wonder in heaven ; and behold 
a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten 
horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. Aiid 
his tail drew the third part of the stars of 
heaven, and did cast them to the earth,” etc. 
(Rev. xiL 3, 4.) “ And thei*e was war in heaven : 
Michael and his angels fought against the dragon ; 
and the dragon fought and his angels, and pre- 
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vailed not,” etc. (Eev. xii. 7, 8.) The whole of 
the rest of this chapter is about this dragon, — ^that 
is the devil, — and how he tried to persecute the 
woman with her child. This woman means the 
Church, or those who love and fear God. The 
devil would have killed her, and devoured her 
child, but God would not suffer him to do so : 
though the devil has persecuted the followers of 
Christ all these years, yet God will never suffer 
him to prevail over them. Ifo ! God is stronger 
than the dragon ; and thanks be to Him, He 
giveth victory to# His people, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. • 


THE SERPENT. 

Nearly 6000 years ago there lived, in a beau- 
tiful garden, a man and woman. In this garden 
there grew flowers, beautiful and gorgeous, smell- 
ing sweetly and scenting the air around. There 
were fruits and trees, too, of every kind; all 
good for food, — no poison in them, — ^no thorns 
to wound ; no weeds grew in this lovely place, — 
no thistles. The birds sung sweetly in the trees, 
without fear of any enemy. Majestic lions 
uttered their mighty roar, but it was not the 
roaring after their prey — ^it Was the voice of praise 
to God. The striped tiger sprung lightly on the 
ground, climbed the trees, or played with the 
beautiful spotted leopard. The timid deer feared 
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not their deadly spring ; neither did the gentl# ; 
lamb hide itself when the wolf or hyena ap- ; 
preached. There was no sickness, no pain, no * 
sadness in that beautifnl garden. Often togetiteT, 
no doubt, the happy man and woman strayed, 
to watch the birds and animals enjoying them- 
selves. Together they sat tinder the trees, — 
perhaps sometimes with a magnificent lion near 
them, or a beautiful tiger at their- feet; they 
could pat them and caress them, as ydu would 
your little dog or cat : there was nothing to fear 
from them. Sometimes they might sit and watch 
the gigantic but harmless* serpent gracefully 
coiling itself in the trees, or place one of the 
smaller kind even in their bosoms, while they 
admired its beautiful skin and coloured spots. 
When the sun was hot the trees sheltered them, 
and when the light of day faded away it brought 
no terror for them ; — gently they laid down to 
sleep, while bright angels beheld them from 
heaven with love and joy. Often a friend — kind, 
wise, and good — came and talked with them. 
He was higher than all the kings of the earth, 
yet they were not afraid. He smiled upon them, 
and in the light of His smile they knew no fear, 
for they loved HimVith a perfect love. This 
Friend it was, to whom this lovely garden be- 
longed. He had caused the flowers and trees to 
* grow, and had formed and put all these living 
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l^atnres within it, and then He placed therein 
-itiis happy pair. Oh ! how they must have loved 
-'such a Friend ! How happy they must have 
he|&, hwmng nd sin, dreading no death; always 
abiding under the shadow of God’s love ! 

Can you believe they could ever tave any 
wish or desire to do otherwise than please their 
gracious Friend ? He had given them leave to 
eat freely of all the good fruits which grew in 
the garden, except one. Surely, surely they 
would never wish for that one fruit But you 
know their sad s4ory: listen to the end once 
more. • 

One day, alone Eve walked near this trea 
Ought she to have done this ? When we are 
forbidden to touch anything, is it not always 
wisest and best not to go near it, but keep out 
of the way of temptation ? Near this tree was 
a serpent Was Eve afraid of this serpent ? - We 
should run away if we saw a serpent now. But 
Eve knew every creature in Eden was harmless. 
She must have been surprised when the seipent 
spoke. She knew not the devfl ; she knew no 
sill ; but she was curious, and listened. In that 
glittering serpent’s body, the prince of wicked- 
ness was dwelling. The serpent is more subtle, 
deceitful, or sly, than beast which the Lord 
God has made ; — so Satan thought it the l>est 
form for him to take. He said unto the woman, 
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— “Yea, hath God said, ye shall not eat dlf 
every tree of the garden ? ” He wanted first til 
make the woman think God imkind. Then A J 
told him how they might eat of all the tSes 
of the garden, save cmz ; but if they ate of it, 
they should dfe. Did the woman know what 
death meant ? Did she know what the cold dark 
grave was ? Did she know what hell-fire rfieant ? 
No, dear children, she did not ; but she knew 
it was wrong to disobey God. We kifbw what 
death is. Even little children have seen it and 
felt it too. There are many little graves in every 
churchyard, beneath .which lie the bodies of 
little children, waiting till the tnimp of the arch- 
angel shall sound, when the graves shall open, 
and all will rise : some to join their Saviour in 
the air, others, — oh! how sad, — ^to joi^ the devil 
and his angels 1 

But Eve knew nothing of ihis ; and she still 
listened to the tempter, who said, — “Ye shall 
not sur^y die ! ” This was making God's word 
untrue. But the devil is the father of lies. Then 
Eve turned her eyes to the tree ; she saw that 
it looked good for food. Oh 1 dear chOdren, 
there are many things that look good to the 
eyes, which are deadly poison. Then she thought 
it pleasant to look at,— that is, the fruit was 
beautiful But the most lovely things are often 
the most dangerous, — ^the most wicked ; but 
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'Eve did not know this either. She thought the 
tree would make her wise. Then the next step : 
she took of the food, — ate some herself, and gave 
of/ it to her husband, and he did eat. What 
happened ? Were they wiser ? Yes ! But in 
^yhat ? They knew that they wefi shfhers : they 
knew what they had lost, and who had been 
their tempter. Now they were afraid of God ; 
and when* they heard His voice in the garden, * 
’ they hiS themselves. But God called to them and 
said, — “ Where art thou ? ” That was a solemn 
question : well might they tremble. Then God 
pronounced their awful doom, and that of the 
serpent: — “And the Lord God said unto the 
serpent, because thou hast done this, thou art 
cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of 
the field; upon thy belly shall thou go, and 
, dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life. And 
I will put enmity between thee and the wcflnan, 
and between th^ seed and her seed ; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 
(Gen. iii.) You know, “the seed of the woman,” 
meant the Saviour, who bruised the serpent's 
head by putting away the sting of death, by 
dying to save sinners. 

After this, Adam and Eve were driven irom 
that beautiful garden. From thenceforth, jihe 
flowers have soon faded, — ^the roses have thorns, 
— the trees have required much toil and care to 
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make tihem grow. The birds and beasts and 
reptiles have become the enemies of each other^ 
and also of man. Quarrels, sickness, and sorroi^ 
have becpme the lot of mankind, and foi> tSS' 
am the creatures too are doomed to suffer* 

You, noldeull, know this old story that I have^ 
been telling you ; but you cannot hear it too^ 
often. There is always something new, to be 
' learnt from it Something that ought to speak 
to your hearts, and make you more earnest in 
asking God, for Jesus Christs sake, to “ lead 
you not into temptation.” Well may you aU 
feel a loathing, a hatred, a shuddering come over 
you, when you see a serpent ; for though the 
creature itself was not the tempter, we know that 
it was in a serpent's body the devil appeared to 
Eve; and that a serpent is crafty and sly beyond 
all other creatures. Can you ever forget, when 
you See the serpent, what happened thousands of 
years ago in that bright and lovely garden? No; 
no Christian can cease to remember it, and God’s 
Word in this is true : — " I will put enmity (or 
hatred) between thee and the woman, between 
thy seed and her seed ; ” for though this applies 
to the righteous and the wicked, in one sense, 
it is! also true with regard to the reptile itself. 

what is true in this respect of real believers 
in Christ, is not true of the heathen. * Is it not 
strange, that in all ages, — now^ — ^ther^ are 
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: 9 erpefnJt worMpere ! It is great isickedness to 
i worsMp any creature ; but strange to choose one 
Christians loathe so mucL Yet Babylon, Persia, 
Sgypt, the Druids of Britain, have eadi in turn 
-worshiped it In parts of India and Japan there 
are people who still bow the kilee to* this crea* 
ture, — while the poor 2k)olus regard a little green 
serpent as the good spirit which preserves them 
from aU evil ; and they would kill any one, friend ' 
or foe, ^ho presumed to'harm their little gods. 

To attempt to tell you about the different 
kinds of serpents,* would be impossible ; neither 
in this book should I wish it. The Bible says 
so much about them. I want to draw your 
attention to its lessons on the subject. I may, 
however, tell you that there are three tundred 
different kinds of serpents and snakes. They 
‘ are different from other kinds of reptiles, because 
they have no feet whatever. Some persons think 
that seipents once had wings, and possibly feet. 
And no doubt there were flying serpents, for 
they are mentioned in the Bible. Isaiah says, 
— “The land of trouble and anguish, from whence 
come the young and old lion, the viper, and 
fiery fiying serpent,” etc. (Isa. xxx. 6.) And in 
Deut. viii. 15, — “Who led thee through .that 
great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fi^ 
serpents.” But no such creatures exist now. If 
serpehts ever had feet, the idea is not impossible 
• s 
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that God deprived them of them when He pro- 
nounced the curse : — On thy beUy shalt thou 
go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy 
life.^* Isaiah says, — Dust shall.be the serpent’s 
meat.” (Is. Ixv. 26.) Again, — “ They shall lick 
the dust like a serpent” (Micah vii 17.) This 
a serpent does in dragging his prey along the 
ground ; besides which his body crawls in the 
dust 

Job speaks thus of the serpent: — “By His 
(God’s) Spirit He hath garnished the heavens ; 
His hand hath formed the ^crooked serpent’^ 
(Job xxvi. 13.) Isaiah call? it also a “ crooked 
serpent.” (See Isaiah xxvii. 1.) The serpent’s 
subtlety is a^ kind* of wisdom: its very deceit 
makes ft cautious. This is why J esus commands 
His disciples' to be “wise as serpents, but harm- 
less as doves.” (Matthew x. 16.) Some persons 
eat serpents ; but they are unfit for food, (See 
Matthew vii. 10.) Serpents are found sometimes 
in hedges. Solomon refers to this : — “ He that 
diggeth a pit ^hall fall into it, and whoso 
breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him.” 
(Eccles. X. 8.) They were also found in holes of 
walls. Amos, speaking of the suddenness and 
terror of the judgment-day to the wicked, says, 
— “As if a man did flee from a Hon, and a bear 
met him; or went into the house, and leaned 
his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him.” 
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(Amos V. 19.) The apostle James speaks of the 
taming of serpents, *as well as beasts and birds 
(see James iiL 7) ; and of serpent charming, I 
have told you a little while ago. * ^ 

The plague of serpents was often sent as a 
punishment. God threatens transgressors with 
them, by the mouth of Moses, for disobe^ence : 
“ I will heap mischiefs upon them ; I will spend 
mine arrows upon them. They shall be burnt 
with hunger, and devoured with burning heat, 
and with bitter destruction : I will also send the 
teeth of beasts upon them, with the poison of 
serpents of the ddst.'* (Dent, xxxii. 23, 24. 
See also 1 Cor. x. 9.) And again: — "Eejoice 
not thou, whole Palestine, l)ecause the rod of 
Him that smote thee is broken : ijpt out of the 
serpent’s root shall come forth a cockatrice (or 
adder), and his fruit shall be a fieiy flying 
serpent.” (Isa. xiv. 29.) 

I must now tell you of the miracles connected 
with the serpent. When God sent Moses to 
Pharaoh to command him to let Israel go, He 
told him to cast his rod upon the ground, and it 
became a serpent, and Moses fled fix)m it ; but 
God told him to take it by the tail, and it was 
turned into a rod again. (Exodus iv. 3/ 4.) 
And when Moses caAie into Pharaoh’s presence 
he performed this miracle. 

. "^en the children of Israel were journeying 
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in the wildemesa, as you know they o£ten did, 
they muimuied, because their road was difficult 
and because they ^w tired of manna to eat : — 
“ Apd the Lord sent fiery serpents among the 
people and they bit them ; and much people of 
Israel diei” ^umb. xxL 6.) Under this severe 
punishment the people came to Moses, and con- 
fessed that they had siimed, and asked him to 
pray for them to God, that the serpents might 
be taken away. God is always* more i^dy to 
forgive than men are to seek forgiveness ; for He 
is “gracious and merciful ; slow tj anger, and of 
great goodness.” God could at once have taken 
away these seipent|^ if He had pleased ; but He 
wanted to teach the Israelites a lesson of faith 
and obedien(]p ; so He ordered Moses to make a 
serpent of brass, like the fiery serpent, and to 
put it on a pole. Then, when the children of 
Israel were bitten, if they raised their dying 
eyes, and looked at the brazen serpent, they 
were healed immediately. Bo you think any 
of the Israelites would refuse to look up and 
be made welll Oh, no! I think they would 
indeed be thankful for so easy a deliverance. 

How, dear childien, I want you to learn a 
lessen &om thia If you will look in the third 
chapter of St. John’s Gospbl, the 14th and 15th 
verses, you will hear what Jesus says : — “ And 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness. 
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even so must the Son of man be lifted up : that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life.” The brazen serpent then 
was a type of Jesus Christ, even as the fiejy 
serpents were of the devil We have all Hbeu 
bitten by sin, and tempted by the devil Ho* 
thing can heal this deadly bite of sin, but 
“looking unto Jesus.” Jesus, when He was 
crucified on the cross for us miserable- sinners, 
was “lifted up” as the serpent was. Now He 
is lifted up still higher : He is in heaven above. 
How are we to Iqpk to Him ? We cannot use 
our natural eyes, as the Israelites did towards 
the brazen serpent : but the Bible speaks of the 
“eyes of our understanding.” Our thoughts, our 
wishes, our hopes, our desires must be lifted up 
to Jesus. He only can cure sin'— His bipod 
shed upon the cross will heal it. We have 
only to look by faith to Him, and be saved- 
What is faith? It is to believe exactly what 
God tells us. He has said, “Believe only.” 
Then what you are to do, my dear little friends, 
is simply to feel in your hearts that Jesus is 
both able and wiUing to save you, if you look 
to Him. Lose no time in. doing so, lest the bite 
of sin get deeper and deeper, until in the end 
you die from its venom. 

The country where the Israelites were biften 
jsAill abounds in stinging seipents, which are 
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much dreaded by travellers. The brazen ser- 
pent which Moses made was preserved by the, 
Israelites; and I am very sorry to tell yoi; 
that many years after, this brazen serpent was 
worshiped by the ^people, who burnt incense to 
it. This was extremely wicked, and disobedient 
to God*s Second Commandment. At length 
there arose a good and great king, called Heze- 
^ kiah, who destroyed all the idols of his people ; 
and, in 2 Kings xviii. 4, you may read; — “ He 
removed the high places, and break the images, 
and cut down the groves, and hcedk in pieces the 
"brazen serpent that Moses ho^ made; for unto 
those days the Children of Israel did bum in- 
cense to it : and he called it Nehushtan ” — 
which means, • a piece of brass. By this the 
good king meant to assure them that this serpent 
had nothing in it of the nature of a god, for it 
was only a piece of brass. 

This destruction of the brazen serpent is plain 
toough, is it mot? But do you know that many 
of the people called Eoman Catholics, or Papists, 
do not believe that Hezekiah destroyed it. Some 
years ago I was travelling in Italy, when I went 
to see a curious old church, called the church 
pf St Ambrose. Fastened up against one of the 
pillars, was a black-looking figure of a serpent ; 
the'guide assured me that it was the very bra- 
zen teipent which Moses made. Is it not sad 



THE SEBPEKT. 


263 


to see and hear how ignorant some people are 
of what the Bible says ? 

, There have long been dark days in Italy : 
days when the priests blinded the eyes of the 
people, and kept from them the pure light of 
God^s Word, and made them believe fables or 
tradition, — ^which are stories or accounts never 
inspired by the Holy Ghost, but repeated as 
true from generation to generation. Jesus 
Christ’^ words to the Pharisees may apply to 
these people : “ Ye make void the Word of God 
through your tradition ; ** for many instances 
there are, where what the Bible says is un- 
heeded, and tradition only received. But 
brighter days have come to poor long-darkened 
Italy ! That noble soldier. Garibaldi, has opened 
the way for liberty of conscience; and Victor 
Emmanuel, though outwardly a Eomish king, 
does not refuse the Bible to his people. Soon, 
therefore, we may look for a blaze of Protestant 
light, — the fall of the Popedom, — and then shall 
Italy rise to be the glory of kingdoms ! 

But we must now finish about the serpent. 
There are a few things with which it is compared 
in the Bible. In Jacob’s blessing to his son 
Dan, he says thus : “ Dan shall judge his people, 
as one of the tribes of Israel. Dan shall’ be a 
serpent by the way, an adder in the path, fhat 
biteth the horse-heels, so that his rider shall fall 
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backward” (Gen. xlix. 16, 17.) This meant 
that Dan should be dangerous as an enemy;, 
that he should steal quietly and decseitfully wherp 
his foe could not see him, and so bite him sud- 
denly and make him fall backwards If you 
have ever read of the deceitftil manner in which 
the "tribe of Dan came upon the poor people of 
Laish, as they dwelt securely and had no fear 
. of harm, — ^how the Danites fell upon them and 
killed them, and obtained their city, whieh they 
named Dan, — ^yoii will better understand why 
Dan was compared with the subtle serpent. 

Jesus compares hypocriteia» or deceitful per- 
sons, with these creatures (see Matt, xxiii. 33) ; 
and St Paul compares the devil with the serpent, 
(See 2 Cor. xi, 3)- I have already told you of 
one place in Revelation where Satan is called 
the serpent in speaking of the dragon; now 
let nje tell you of bne more, that St John saw 
in his vision of what was to come to pass : “An 
angel came down from heaven, having the key 
of the bottomless pit, and a great chain in his 
hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old 
serpent, which is the devU and Satan, and bound 
him a thousand years, and cast him into the 
bottomless pit and shut him up, and set a seal 
upon him, that he should deceive the nations no 
moib Jail the thousand years should be fulfilled.” 
(Rev. XX, I — 3.) 
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May yon all, dear ones, for ever cease to let 
that old serpent, the devil, rule over you, and 
now take Jesus for your Lord ; so that finally 
you may have part in that first resurrection, 
among the blessed and holy peoplei, upon whom 
the second death hath no^ower. • 
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Q. What are reptiles ? ^ 

A. Cold blooded creatures, which either crawl 
or swim. They have less instinct than birds 
or beasts ; and are generally torpid throaghout 
winter. 

Q. Were reptiles clean oiv. unclean to the 
Jews ? o 

A. Unclean. 

Q. What sort of animal is the chameleon ? 

A, A «ort of lizard, capable of changing 
colour, 

Q. What sort of creature is the lizard, men- 
feoned in the Bible^ 

A. A loathsome and venomous creature. 

Q, What reptile has a hard shell on its back ? 

A. The tortoise. 

Q. Does it live to a great age ? 

A. Sometimes to one hundred years. 

Q. What small reptile lives in a shell, which 
it carries at times on its back ? 

A/ The snaU. 

What does Davi(jl say about the melting 
of snails? 
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A. That as quickly as the snail melteth, so 
ahall the wicked fade away. 

Q. Name one difference between a toad and' 
a frog ? * 

A, A frog leaps : a toad crawls. 

Q. Upon whom was a plague of frogs sent? 
A. UponTPharaoh, king of Egypt. 

Q. Who speaks of frogs in the New Testament ? 
A, St. John. (Eev. xvi. 13.) 

Q. To what are they compared ? 

A. The spirits of devils. 

Q. Of what a^,e leeches very fond ? 

A. Blood. , 

Q, Where are leeches spoken of? 

A. In the book of Proverbs. 

Q, Are scorpions venomous ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where are their stings ? 

A. In their tails. * , 

Q. Were there many in the wilderness ? 

A, Yes. But God would not permit them to 
hurt His people. 

Q. Who taught a lesson from scorpions ? 

A. Jesus Christ. (Luke xi. 11 — 13.) 

Q. To whom did He give power to tread on 
scorpions ? 

A, His disciples. 

Q. To what are scorpions always compaYed 
in the Bible ? 
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A. To wicked people. 

Q. Who threatened to chastise his people 
with scorpions ? 

A. Behoboam. 

Q. ' What was the conseqaencel 

A. Ten tribes revolted from him. 

Q. On whose hand did a viper fasten ? 

A. St. Paul’s. 

Q. Did it hurt him ? 

A. No: he shook it off and felt no hurt 

Q. Who called the Pharisees a generation of 
vipers? , 

A. John the Baptist . 

Q. Where is there a beautiful promise to the 
people of God, that they shall tread on the Hon 
and adder, etc. ? 

A. In Psalm ninety-one. 

Q. Whose words are compared to the poison 
of a^s? 

A. Those of the wicked. 

Q. Shidl the asp ever cease to be venomous? 

A. Yes. A time shall come when “the 
sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp.” 
(Isaiah xL 8.) 

Q. Is what is called the cohkatrice, or basilisk 
now, the same as that alluded to in the Bible ? 

A.' No. That of the Bible was very veno- 
mohs. That now so called is a harmless hooded 
lizard. 
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Q. Were cockatrices ever sent by God as a 
punishment? 

A. Yes. (See Jer. viii. 17.) 

Q. What is the creature now called the 
dragon? 

A. A harmless reptile of the lizani kind 
Q. What was the dragon of the Bible? 

A. Some think, the crocodile; but it was 
often a figurative animal 

Q. Who is called the dragon, by St. John ? 
A. The devil. 

Q. How many years have passed away since 
Adam and Eve sinned ? 

A. Nearly six thousand. 

Q, What reptile deceived Eve ? 

A. The devil, in the form of a seq)ent, 

Q. Is much said of serpents in the Bible ? 

A. A great deal 

Q. How many different kinds of seipents 
are there ? 

A. Three hundred. 

Q. Were there ever fiery, flying serpents ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who speaks of them ? 

A. Moses. Also IsaiaL 
Q. Are serpents ever eaten ? 

A. Yes : by some heathen nations. 

Q. Whose rod was turned into a serpent ? 

A. Moses*. 
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Q, Who were T)itten by fiery serpents for 
their sins ? 

A, The Israelites. 

Q. How were they cured ? 

A. By looking at a brazen serpent on a pole. 

Q, Of Vhat was this a type? 

A. Jesus lifted up on the cross. 

Q, What became of the brazen serpent ? 

A. Hezekiah destroyed it, because the Is- 
raelites worshiped it. 

Q. Are there any nations yet who worship 
serpents ? 

A. Yes ; severaL 

Q. What tribe was compared to an adder 
and a serpent ? 

A, The tribe of Dan. 

Q. Who is called the old serpent? 

A. The devil- 
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There is a great deal said of fishes in the Bible, 
although but two particular kinds are men- 
tioned. Fish live entirely in the water, and 
would speedily die if taken to land. Some 
live in the salt sea, some in fresh-water lakes 
and rivers. They are not endowed with the 
same quickness and instinct as animals, though 
God has given them some knowledge to take 
care of and protect themselves from their ene- 
mies. They can also hear, see, and smeU,— ^ 
though the first of these but very slightly. 
Some kinds of fish build nests in the water, i5 
which they place their eggs, almost as birds 
would do in theirs ; and when the young come 
forth, they are extremely kind and tender to 
them. • 

Of Solomon it is thus said : " He spake three 
thousand proverbs : and his songs were a thou- 
sand and five. He spake of trees, firom the cedar 
tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop 
that springeth cut of the wall : he spake also of 
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beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and 
of fishes. And there came of all people to he^ 
the wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of the 
earth, which had heard of his wisdom.'* (1 
Kings iv. 32 — 34.) Solomon’s Proverbs, and 
some of his songs, stiU remain, — but his Natural 
History is lost, as I think I have told you before, 
when speaking of animals. 

On the fifth day of creation God made fishes 
and flying fowls. (See (Jen. i. 20.) Me gave 
man dominion over them ; and, after the flood, 
permitted him to have many kinds for food. 
There were some, however; which were to be 
considered unclean. All that had fins and scales 
were clean, but those which had not were un- 
clean. A shark would be an unclean fish, — so 
"would also such things as crocodiles, lizards, etc. 
Of these the Jews were commanded not to eat, 
|br Gfod’s people were to live by the rule that 
He had given them. 

Tiahfts, as well as other creatures, in their own 
way show forth God's glory: "Speak to the 
earth, and it shall teach thee ; and the fishes of 
the sea shall declare unto thee. Who knoweth 
not in all these that the l)|Lnd of the Lord hath 
wrought this *’ — says Job. “ Let the heaven and 
the earth praise Him, the seas, and everything 
that moveth therein ” — says the Psalmist. 

Fish has always been an article of food among 
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all nations. The Nile of Egypt abounded with 
^h, and therefore the first plague of Egypt was 
sent upon the river. And when the waters were 
turned into blood, we read, — The fish that was 
in the river died.” This must have been a great 
loss, as it was so much used. The Isrraelites, in 
their murmurings for food in the wilderness, 
said to Moses, — “ We remember the fish, which 
we did eat in Egypt freely.” (Numb, xi, 5.) 

The ^people of Tyre brought fish to sell at 
Jerusalem, in the time of Nehemiah, who says, 
— “ There dwelt ^aen of Tyre also therein, which 
brought fish and a]l manner of ware, and sold 
on the Sabbath unto all the Children of Judah 
and in Jerusalem.” (Nehem. xiii. 16.) This was 
very wrong, as it was breaking the Fourth Com- 
mandment. There was a gate into Jerusalem 
called the fish-gate, because there fish was sold. 
This is alluded to in 2 Chron, xxxiii.,14^ and 
also in Zeph. i. 10 : And it shall come to pass 
in that day, saith the Lord, that there shall be 
the noise of a cry from the fish-gatei, and an 
howling from the second, and a great crashing 
from the hills.” This refers to God’s punish- 
ments on Judah for their sins. 

In the Second Coftnandment God expressly 
forbids that the likeness of any fish should be 
made. The Philistines worshiped a fish-god, 
called Dagon,^supposed to be hUf a fish and 

T 
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half a man. In the temple of Dagon they put 
the ark of God, when they took it in battle. 
the morning when they went into the temple, 
they found their fish-god had fallen with his 
face to the earth, before the ark. God would 
not permit anything so holy to be put near an 
idol, without showing *His greatness. After 
raising up Dagon, tliey set him in his place 
again ; but, next morning, they found not only 
he had fallen, but his head and the palm* of his 
hands were broken : “ Only the stump of Dagon 
was left to him.” Thus GotJ had shown the 
Philistines His power, and, that their fish-god 
could not stand at all before Him 

The two names of creatures living in the 
waters, mentioned in the Bible, are the whale 
and the leviathan. Both, how’^ever, are generally 
thought to mean the same creature, though they 
are ^oken of separately. First I will tell you, 
in a few words, a little about the whale. It be- 
longs to that class of creatures called mam- 
malia,— or those which feed their young with 
their own milk ; for, singular though it is, the 
whale can do this for her young ones. Of course 
you know that it is the largest inhabitant of 
the sea. It is often called fish, but in reality 
it is hot one : it is a kind of beast of the water, 
— ^not a fish at all Whales, unlike fishes, have 
wann blood neither can they live for a long 
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time in the water, but constantly require to 
Qoine up to the surface to breathe the air. * 

They are enormous creatures: in some, the 
tail is not less than twenty-feet long. It must 
be a grand sight to see these huge creatures 
spouting up water, like a fountain, into the air, 
or lashing the sea into a foam with their huge 
tails. Whales, though 430 powerful, are not 
fierce creatures, like the sharks. They have not 
powerful teeth, and do not feed on flesh, as do 
the sharks. From their huge jaws is taken that 
useful article called whalebone ; and from a cer- 
tain kind of whale, called the sperm-whale, a 
valuable oily substance is procured, called sper- 
maceti, which is much used for healing oint- 
ment. Their blubber, or fat, is of great value, 
as it is made into oil ; and it is for this oil the 
whale is so much sought. One whale’s body 
wiU often yield as much as twenty tons of pure 
oil. 

Whale-fishing is a very dangerous employ- 
ment. Many hardships the poor mariners have 
to undergo. Sometimes the whale will upset 
their boats, and plunge the unfortunate men into 
the water. Then, again, their vessels often get 
fastened in between hlige icebergs, — those frozen 
mountains, so large and dangerous. Sometimes 
for years they are thus enclosed, — and if they 
have not provisions to last for a Idhg time, they 
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are starved to deatL Many brave men have 
thus Ibst their lives ; we hope, however, that as 
they have had time to think of what was before 
them, they died trusting in Jesus Christ. 

There are many different kinds of whales, of 
wliich it is interesting to read, and I hope you 
will do so when you have an opportunity. I 
should think you have aU heard of Jonah, — how 



Jonah caat intd the tea. 


he was swallowed by a whale. Some people 
say it was a shark, or another kind of fish ; but 
Jesus mentions it as a whale. (See Matt. xii. 40.) 
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There are no whales now in the Mediterranean 
Sea^; it was there Jonah was sailing when swal- 
lowed by the fish ; they have probably been driven 
away by the many ships which sail on that sea- 
But in Jonah’s time few ships were used. Jonah 
was a type of Jesus : he was three* days and 
three nights in the body of the whale, before he 
returned to the earth : so was Jesus three days 
and nights laid in the grave before He rose 
again to life. Wliales are not often mentioned 
by name in the Bible, though of leviathan, which 
is generally believed to mean the whale, a*good 
deal is said. At the creation, they are men- 
tioned by name. God created great whales,” 
is what is told us. (See Gen. i. 21.) To show 
God’s power, the psalmist speaks thus : — “ Thou 
breakest the heads of leviathan in pieces.” (Ps. 
Ixxiv. 14.) And again, — ‘‘ 0 Lord, how mani- 
fold are thy works ! in wisdom has thou made 
them all : the earth is full of thy riches. So 
is this great and wide sea, wherein Sre things 
creeping innumerable, both small and great 
beasts. There go the ships : and there is that 
leviathan, whom thou hast made to play therein.” 
(Psa. civ. 24 — 26.) tSometimes leviathan is spo- 
ken of in a figurative manner, compared with a 
wicked persecuting ^king, thus: — “In that .day 
the Lord with his sore and great and strong 
sword shall punish leviathan the piercing ser- 
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pent, even leviathan that crooked serpent,” etc. 
(Is. xxvii. 1.) * * 

The whole of the forty-first chapter of Job is 
about the leviathan ; and very grand is the des- 
cription of him. You must read it : and remem- 
ber that it was God Himself who spoke thus to 
Job. One or two verses I will tell you : — “He 
(leviathan) maketh the deep to boil like a pot : 
he maketh the sea like a pot of ointment. He 
maketh a path to shine after him ; one would 
think the deep to be hoary. Upon earth there 
is not his like, who is made 'Without fear. He 
beholdeth all high things : he is king over all 
the children of pride.” (Job xlL 31 — 34.) 

But now to return again to fishes : for much 
is told us in the Bible about them. The manner 
of catching them is often spoken of. They were 
caught, sometimes in nets, as we read in the 
Gospbls. By hooks also. (See Amos iv. 2.) When 
Jesus was asked to pay a tax for Himself and 
His disciples, He said to Peter, — “ Go thou to 
the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish 
that first cometh up ; and when thou hast opened 
his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money : 
that take, and give unto theta for me and thee.” 
(Matt xvii. 27.) You see Jesus was careful to 
obey in all things the lawsjof the land. There 
is a silly story told by some people, that the 
fish Peter caught was a haddock, and that the 
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mark of his thumb was made on the body of the 
fish where he held it, and that- ever since all 
haddocks retain this mark. It is true there is 
a mark on these fishes as if made by a man^s 
thumb ; but we have no good ground for be- 
lieving this to be the reason of it. Jishes were 
also caught by spears. This is spoken of in Job 
xli. 7. Fishes, as well as birds and beasts, were 
made to suffer when man had sinned ; they did* 
so when the waters of Egypt were turned into 
blood. And Eeekiel says, by God’s command, 
— “ Surely in that day there shall be a great 
shaking in the larid of Israel, so that the fishes 
of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the » 
beasts of the field, and aU creeping things that 
creep upon the earth, and all men that are upon 
the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence, 
and the mountains shall be thrown down, and 
the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall 
fall to the ground.” (Ez. xxxviiL 19, 20.) Fishes 
are often spoken of as emblems of, "or things 
like, other things in the Bible. Of the Egyp- 
tians and their king Pharaoh, God says, — “But 
I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I will cause 
the fish of thy ri^rs to stick unto thy scales, 
and I will bring thee up out of the midst pf thy 
rivers, and aU the fish of thy rivers shall stick 
unto thy scales. And I wiU leave thee thrown 
into the wilderness, thee and aU the fish of thy 
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rivers/* etc. (Ezekiel xxix. 4, 6.) The fish here 
means the people of Egypt, whom God was going 
to punish. They were so proud of their river 
Nile, they are spoken of as fish of its waters ; 
for they would almost have been as badly off 
without 4hfe Nile, as the very fish themselves. 
In another place, people who do not know what 
is going to happen to them, are spoken of thus, 
— “Man also knoweth not his time: as the 
fishes that are taken in an evU net, and as the 
birds that are caught in the snare ; so are the 
sons of men snared in an evil time, when it 
falleth suddenly upon them^* (Eccles. ix. 12.) 
.This means death, for one thing, which may come 
as unexpectedly as fishes are caught in a net. 
How needful, then, is it to be ready for death, 
that we may not be found unprepared when it 
arrives. 

The prophet Habakkuk compares those who 
are ensnared, or caught, by the wicked, with 
fishes which have no ruler. (See Habak. i. 14.) 
Jesus Christ compares the kingdom of heaven, 
or the visible or outward professing Christians, 
with a net full of fishes. “The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a net, tliat was cast into 
the se.a, and gathered of every kind ; which, 
when it was ftill, they drew to shore, and sat 
down, and gathered the good into vessels, but 
cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end of 
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the world : the angels shall come forth, and 
sever the wicked from among the just, and shall 
cast them into a furnace of fire : there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew xiii 
47—50.) 

This is a very simple parable, deat ohildren, 
but it is one that -ought to make us think. 
There are many people who go to church, — 
who even take the Holy Communion, — and 
appear outwardly very religious, who, when the 
last day comes, will be gathered from the good, 
and cast into the Jake of fire. God only knows 
who are really His,® and who are not. He looks 
at the hearts of people, — not at their outward 
manner or conversation. It is very sad to 
think how many who have joined in the services 
of God’s house, will be found among the lost at 
the day of judgment. 

In our Prayer Book we have these words, 
— “ More especially, we pray for the good estate 
of the Catholic Church ; that it may be so guided 
and governed by thy good Spirit, that all who 
profess and call themselves ChristianSy may be led 
into the way of truth, and hold the faith in 
unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of life.” What a church is the 
Church of England ! and how beautifully does 
she remember to pray for all men, whether true 
believers or otherwise. 
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'There were several miracles connected with‘ 
fishes. Twice Jesus fed a multitude with a few 
loaves and fishes. The first time there were ' 
five loaves and two fishes: He blessed them, 
and brake, and gave' to His disciples. • These 
loaves ati(f fishes fed no less than five thousand 
men, besides women and children. After the 
suppqr was over, the crumbs were gathered up, 

• — twelve baskets full. You see Jesus would not 
allow waste ; not even of crumbs. A lesson may 
be learnt here, dear children: — however rich, 
however many things you may have, there is no 
excuse for waste. How often I have been 
shocked to see children, and grown-up people 
too, leave on their plates after a meal, meat, or 
vegetables, which would have helped to make 
a nourishing cup of soup for some poor starving 
child. And sometimes bread has been thrown 
by the wayside in large pieces, because just then 
they who had received it did not feel hungry. 
'‘Waste not, wanj not,” is an old proverb ; but 
"^ depend upon it many who have wasted food, 
have known what it was to want food in after 
years. A second time Jesus fed a large multi- 
tude. In this miracle there were seven loaves 
and a few little fishes, and again the fragments, 
— seven baskets full, — were gathered up. “ Then 
those men, when they h^d seen the miracle that 
Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet 
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'that should come into the world/’ (John vi. 14.) 
None but God, or one sent from^pd, could have 
performed such a wonder. The Jfews were look- 
ing for a Great Deliverer about that time, and 
many now felt that He had appeared. But Jesus 
had come to deliver them from theft'’ sins, — not 
from the Eomans, as the Jews wished. Many 
people wanted to have made Jesus a king, and 
would have done so by force, but Jesus de-* 
parted into a mountain alone. The next day, 
however, the people came again to Him. But 
Jesus knew theii' thoughts, — ^that they did not 
seek Him to hear His words, but because they 
thought He could give them food to eat, and He 
said to them, — “ Labour not for the meat which 
perisheth, but for that meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life, which the Son of man 
shall give unto you,” etc. (John vi. 27.) What 
is the food we eat ? It only keeps our bodies 
alive ; it does not make our souls live. * But the 
spiritual food of God’s Woid gives life and 
health to the soul. Then Jesus told them more 
of this Bread of Life which He could give them. 
But many gf the people were offended by His 
wiftrds^ and they left Him. Ah, sinful people ! 
who cared for the food of their bodies only, and 
not for the Bread of Life ; how will they stand 
before the Saviour in that day, when only those 
who have lived by this Bread of life can enter 



284 


FISHES OF THE BIBLE. 


into that kingdom where there is no hunger, 
and no thirst ? You will remember, I dare say, 
that some of the disciples of Jesus were fisher- 
men : only poor ignorant men, who earned their 
living by catching fish in the Sea of Galilee. 

* This is how*" they were chosen to be His followers : 
— “And Jesus, walking ‘by the Sea of Galilee, 
saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea : 
for they were fishers. And He said unto them, 
Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. 
And they straightway left their nets, and fol- 
lowed Him. And going on ffom thence, He saw 
other two brethren, James the son of Zebedec, 
and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee 
their father, mending their nets ; and He called 
them. And they immediately left the ship and 
their father, and followed Him.” (Matthew iv. 
18 — 22 .) 

This was a miracle, — a wonder indeed ! Who 
would have thought that a Man, walking by the 
sea-shore, could have induced these poor men 
to leave everything to follow Him? Suppose 
some one were to come to you, when you were 
with your parents, and to say, — “ Go with Ae. 
Leave, all you love, — all you have in the world, 
and ^ come and work with me!” Would you 
like to go? Would you not hesitate? I am 
sure you would. But Jesus put His Spirit in 
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these men’s hearts, and they knew Him, and 
Qwned Him as their Master and God: they 
were willing to leave eveiything they had for 
His dear sake ; their trade, their ship, even their 
father : “ They immediately left aU, and followed 
Him.” They did not wait to say, — ‘^Will it be 
safe ? ” “ Shall we have to work very hard ? ” 
“Shall we suffer if we are your followers?” 
No, they do not seem even to have thought of» 
this : they were willing to leave everything for 
Jesus, and to be and to suffer what He pleased. 
Was not theirs a Jrue, beautiful, and living faith, 
— a faith which vprked by love ? How many 
of you could say from your hearts, that you 
are willing to give up everj^thing for Jesus? 
Oh ! pray for the faith of those who at once 
left all, and followed the Saviour. In choosing 
fishermen for His disciples, Jesus no doubt had 
many reasons. Fishermen are generally men 
of patience, perseverance, and endurance. Very 
often they must toil all night upon the water, 
and catch no fish, as Peter complained to Jesus 
he had done. Fishermen must be watcliful and 
attentive : they must* be careful in preparing 
their bait, and not allow the fish to see it, 
lest they should avoid it. Thus ministers of 
Christ require care in making religion pleasant 
to their people ; for if they fail, men fefus'e to 
listen to them. We read in the Bible of two 
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\^^onderfiil draughts of fishes. One night, when 
after hard labour, Peter and his companions 
were washing their nets, Jesus entered into 
Simon’s ship, and sat down to teach the people 
out of the ship. When he had left speaking, 
Jesus told«him to go out into the sea, and again 
let down his net. Then Peter told Him how long 
they had toiled, and taken nothing; but he 
added, — " Nevertheless, at thy word I will let 
down the net.” 

Did Peter think Jesus did not know hie 
trouble? Is not every trial known to Him ? Oh, 
yes ! dear children ; think hoyr Jesus knows and 
watches your sorrow, when you have one, and 
let that thought comfort you. Peter’s obedience 
was iwarded. “ When they had this done, they 
inclosed a great multitude of fishes : and their 
net brake. And they beckoned unto their part- 
ners, , which were in the other ship, that they 
'^should come and help them. And they came, 
and filled ioth the ships, so that they began to sink. 
When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ 
knees, saying, Depart from me ; for I am a sinful 
man, 0 Lord.’^ (Luke v/ 6 — 9.) Why did he 
say this ? Because he was ashamed of his un- 
worthiness and want of faith, and of not at once 
knowing that when Jesus told him to let down 
the net, ’he was sure to be successful. He did 
not really wish Jesus to leave him, but in his 
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humility he felt that he was too smful for Jesus 
tg remain with him. After Jesus Christ had 
risen from the dead, He appeared several times 
to His disciples. On one of these occasions, we 
read that He asked them .if they had any meat. 
But they had none. He told them to cast the 
net on the right side of the ship, and they should 
find. Then they were unable to draw it out, for 
the number of fishes they had caught. When 
they reached land another miracle was beheld. A 
fire of coals was made, and fish cooked, and bread. 
Jesus then invitqji them to dine. It was after 
this dinner that Je§.us asked Peter, three times, 
if he loved Him, and told him to feed His sheep 
and lambs. He also made known by what death 
Peter should suffer: showing him that he should 
be crucified. Soon after this, He ascended up 
to heaven, in their presence ; earnestly they gazed 
after Him, until a cloud received Him out of 
their sight. Oh, how they must have longed to 
follow Him into that cloud! How they must 
have desired to be evermore with Him in heaven ! 
But the time had not yet aiTiv|d; and while 
they gazed, two bright and shining angels spoke 
to them, and said, — “Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall BO come in like manner as ye have seen 
Him go into heaven.” (Acts i. 11.) Yes, dear 
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Children, that time has yet to come when in His 
own glorious body, the Saviour shall appear to 
judge the quick and dead. Still like these men 
of Galilee, do God’s people stand gazing with 
the eye of faith into heaven, looking for and 
hasting unto that glorious appearing, so that 
when He cometh ttey may be found watching. 

After this vision of angels, the disciples re- 
turned to Jerusalem, and continued for some 
time in prayer and supplication to God; and 
after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the 
day of Pentecost, they began their great work. 
They became, as Jesus said they should, '"fishers 
of men : ” that is, they gave up their lives for 
the good of others, seeking to win the souls of 
men to believe the gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
be saved through His blood. It was a glorious 
work, and mightily the Word of God was spread 
by them, and still it goes on. There are many 
fishers of men ” on the sea of life now : good 
ministers seeking for the lost ones, and leading 
them to Jesus. And still shall the glorious 
work proceed^untn the Gospel net is full, and 
the Saviour and His angels come to separate the 
good from the bad, — ^the one to live for ever in 
the ocean of God’s love ; the other, alas ! in that 
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone. Oh ! 
may the glorious tidings of the Gospel spread 
from sea to sea, and from pole to pole ; and may 
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all who call themselves Christians join in spread- 
ing this good news, — ^remembering that they that 
turn many to righteousness shall shine as the 
stars for ever and ever. 

“ Waft, waft ye winds His story, 

And yon ye waters roll, 

Till like a sea of glory, 

It spreads from pole to pole : 

^ Till o’er our ransomed nature. 

The Lamb for sinners slain, — 

Eedeemer, King, Creator, — 

In blisfik returns to reign." 
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QUESTIONS ON FISHES. 


' Q. Is there much about fishes in the Bible ? 

A- Yes. * t 

Q. Who spoke about fishes, birds, and beasts, 
in the Bible ? ^ 

A. Solomon. v 

Q. What kind of fishes might the Jews eat ? 

A. All that had fins and scales. 

Q. Name the first plague of Egypt ? 

A. Water turned into blood, and the fishes 
dying in consequence. 

Q., Who sold fish in Jerusalem on the Sab- 
bath day ? 

A. The people of Tyre. 

Q. Who forbade them ? 

- A. Nehemiah. 

Q. What people worshiped a.fish god? 

A. The Philistines. 

What was tl^eir idol’s name ? 

A. Dagon. 

What happened to Dagon, when near the 
ark of God ? 
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A. He was destroyed. 

• Q. What two creatures belonging to the sea 
are named in the Bible ? 

A. The whale and the leviathan. 

Q. Are they both supposed to mean the 
same t 
A, Tes. 

Q. Is the whale a fish ? 

A, No. It Is a kind of beast of the water. 

Q. How long is the tail of a whale some- 
times ? 

A. Twenty feet. 

Q. Who was swallowed by a whale ? 

A, Jonah. 

Q. How long was he in thfe whale\s body ? 

A, Three days and nights. 

Q. Who describes Leviathan ? 

A, God Himself, when speaking to Job. 

Q. Who, at Jesus’ telling, caught a fish, and 
* found a piece of monty in its mouth ? 

A. Simon Peter. 

Q. What was this money for ? 

A. To pay tax, or tribute. 

* Q. ToVhat did Jesus once compare a net 

full of fishes ? ^ 

A. The kingdom of heaven, * 

Q, Who are the good and bad fish n^eii- 
tioned in this parable? 

A, Good and bad people. 
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Q, With what did Jesus twice feed great 
multitude^? 

A. A few loaves and fishes. 

Q. When they had eaten enough, what was 
gathered up? 

A. Several baskets of crumbs. 

Q. What should this teach us ? 

A. Not to waste anything. 

Q. Which of Jesus’ discipleiS were fishermen? 

A. Simon Peter, Andrew, James, an'd John. 

Q. Did Jesus ever perform any other miracle 
connected with fishes ? 

A, He caused a wonderful number of fishes 
to be caught after the disciples had tried in vain 
all night. 

Q. - Of what did Jesus eat after His resur- 
rection ? 

* A, Broiled fish and an honey-comb. 


OF FISHES. • 



FLOWERS OF THE BIBLE. 


“ Xliere is a lesson in each dower; 

A story in each stream and bower. 

On every herb on which you tread 
Are written words which, rightly read, 

Will lead you from earth’s fragrant sod, 

To hope — to holiness — to God.” • 

, (Children' 8 Friend.) 

# » 

How kind God has been to give ns flowers ; 
those sweet and lovely things, which delight onr 
eyes and refreslf our senses with their fragrance ! 
The Holy Land was once like a garden of flowers, 
and in many parts they stiU abound. Yet 
though there were so many varieties, two flowers 
only are mentioned by name in the Bible, — the 
rose and the lily. We know these flowers well, 
as thejT grow in England ; but they are not ex- 
actly the same flowers we have been accustomed 
to call by these names. Amid the flowers of 
Palestine, there are also many others you will 
know well. There are tulip's, lilies of various 
kinds, poppies, hyacinths, daisies, daffodifs, gera- 
niums, and anemones. Then there is also a*small 
white flower, called “the star of Bethlehem,” — * 
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and a scarlet one, which bears the mournful 
name of “the Saviour’s blood drops.” ’There 
are many different kinds of roses : yellow, white, 
and one called “the damask rose,” which first 
came from Damascus, a town in Syria, bordering 
on the Holy Laud. 

Flowers are described in the' Bible tis coming 
in the spring : “ Lo, the winter is past, the rain 
Is over and gone ; the flowers ' appear on the 
earth, the time of the singing of birds is “come.” 
(Song of Sblomon ii. 11, 12.) Solomon seems to 
have been very fond of flowers, for in his writings 
we constantly read of* them, vin the Tabernacle 
first, and afterwards in Solomon’s Temple, we 
hear of flowers being carved as ornamental work : 
the golden candlesticks for the service of God 
had flowers of gold on them. (See Exodus xxv. 
31 — 33. 2 Chron. iv. 21.) The brazen sea, too, 
which. Solomon made, had round its brim flowers 
of lilies. *(2 Chronicles iv. 5.) The wood-work 
of the Temple was adorned with “open powers,” 
carved in cedar ; also all the walls about had 
many of the same, as well as palm trees and 
cherubim. (1 Kings vl) Flowers were also 
used in idolatrous worship. We read of gar- 
lands brought for this pujpose by the priests of 
Jupiter, who thought tkat Paul and Barnabas 
were their false gods come do^ to them. (Acts 
xiv. 13.) 
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Flowers are used as emblems of the shortness 
and iincertainty of life : for you know, dear 
children, beautiful as flowers are, they are so 
delicate and tender that when the cold blasts 
come, they soon droop and fade and die. Some 
flowers only last a few days, and we see their 
leaves withering* and dying away. Job says, — 
“ Man that is born of a woman is of few days, 
and full of trouble. He comeih forth like a 
flowefj and is cut down.” (Job xiv. 1, 2.) David 
says, — “ As for man, his days are as -grass : as a 
flower of the figld, so he flourishetL For the 
wind passeth ovej it, and it is gone ; and the 
place thereof shall know it no more,” (Psa. ciii 
16, 16.) And again a voice said to Isaiah (the 
voice of God's Spirit it was), — “ Cry. And he 
said, What shall f cry ? All flesh is grass, and 
all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the 
field: the grass withereth, the flower {adeth: 
because the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it : 
surely the people is grasa The grass withereth, 
the flower fadeth: but the word of o^r God 
shall stand for ever.” (Isa. xl. 6 — 8.) 

Yes, dear children, kingdoms and nations shall 
pass away, but God's Word never shall Oh ! 
that His Word may ever be your stay, and my 
stay, in joy or in sorrow! St. Peter mites a 
text almost like the one you have just read ; and 
St James says of the rich man, — “As the flower 
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of the grass he s^liall pass away. For the sun is 
no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it 
withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, 
and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth. So 
also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.” 
(James i. 10, 11.) Even riches, you see, — those 
treasures which men value so* much, have no 
power to preserve their possessors. Oh, then, 
seek first the riches of heaven, which can never 
fade away ! 

The whole nation of Israel, in their sins, are 
compared with a fading flower. (Isaiah xxviii. 1.) 
Of Jesus it is said, — “ His cheeks are as a bed 
of spices, as sweet flowers ; His lips like lilies, 
dropping sweet-smelling myrrh.” (Song of Sol. 
V. 15.) 

Then, in speaking of the rose, we must not 
forget that sweet verse, where the Saviour says 
of Hinjself, — I am the Eoge of Sharon.” (Song 
of Solomon ii. 1.) Sharon means a plain, or level 
piece of ground. The Plain of Sharon was once 
famous, for its rich pastures for flocks and herds, 
^jidi Isaiah the prophet was commanded to write, 
— '^Sharon is like a wilderness.” (Isa. xxxiii. 
9.) His words have come true, — for Sharon is 
now like a desert. Sand has blown over it and 
made it barren, and no flocks are there now; 
yet in many places upon it flowers still grow. 
There are wild roses blossoming among thorns. 
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reminding ns of the “ Eose of Sharon,” dw'elling 
among the wicked of the earth. Some people 
think the true rose of Sharon was a beautiful 
.double flower, called the malva, and not a real 

rose. . * * 

• * * 

But it matters not ; it was beautiful and lovely, 
even if small and insignificant to look : for 
the nearer we examine the tiniest flower, the 
more we see of the wonderful wisdom of oui^ 
great God, in shaping with such skill their tiny 
forms, with which Jesus even has compared 
Himself. There •is a time yet to come, when 
“ the wilderness aiai the solitary place shall be 
glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice even with joy and singing : the glory 
of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excel- 
lency of Carmel and Sharon ; they shall see the 
glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our 
God.” (Isa. XXXV. 1, 2.) If you have ever seen 
a wild moor without bloom and beauty, you will 
better understand how great will be the change, 
when the desert shall blossom and have sweet 
flowers upon it. 

But this is no greater change than God works, 
by His Spirit, in man's heart ; when froin a wild 
barren desert of sin, He changes it into “the 
garden of the Lord.” The flo\it^ers represent the 
good works which, when a man's heart is reaUy 
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given to God, must spring up and blossom abun- 
dantly. For no one can really love Him, who 
does not desire to perform works of faith and 
love, in gratitude for God’s unspeakable gift. 

* • THE yLY. 

THERlfis the lily, and the lily of the valley, 
spoken of in the Bible, but neither are thought 
‘to be like our sweet, modest little flower. There 
are many plants called lilies, which groW abun- 
dantly: some are lilac in colour, and like a 
hyacinth; others of a rich scarlet, like velvet. 
These grow chiefly in the^valleys, and about 
Nazareth, where Jesus lived so many years of 
His life. 

Sometimes lilies grow among thorns. Jesus 
says of His people, — As the lily among thorns, 
so is my love among the daughters.” (Song of 
Sol, u2) And of Jesus it is said, — My beloved 
is mine, and I am His : He feedeth among the 
lilies.” (Song of Solomon i. 16.) Many travellers 
.still see the pretty, graceful gazelles, feeding 
among the lilies in Palestine. Where they abound 
it is a sure sign of a rich pasture : and is it not 
a rich pasture which Jesus gives to His people ? 
He say^ His love is among thorns, in one place. 
Thofns, or troubles, — ^which is what they mean 
here, — are in evety one’s life. So long as they 
are in this world of sin and suffering, they must 
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look for sorrow ; but they that shall endure to 
the end, the same shall be saved. Do you know 
those beautiful lines, which speak to all hearts 7 

“ There are briars besetting every path, 

That call for ptitienf care : 

There is a cross in every lot, 

And an eamest]need for prayer i * 

But the lowly heart, that leans on Thee, 

Is happy everywhere.” — A. L. Waring. , 

Agaih do the faithful people of Jesus speak 
of Him as among the lilies : My Beloved is 
gone down into Btis garden, to the beds of spices, 
to feed in the garden, and to gather lilies. I 
am my Beloved’s, and my Beloved is mine : He 
feedeth among the lilies.” (Song of Sol. vi 2, 3.) 
Is Jesus your Beloved? Do you love Him 
dearer than all beside : better than your play, 
or your pleasures ; better than your nearest and 
dearest friends ? Is He not the one who nught 
to have your whole heart, dear children ? Has 
He not shed His blood for you— died for you ? 
Does He not love you ? Oh, yes I He loves each 
one, and He calls you His beloved ones. Shall 
He not then be your Beloved too ? Oh, surely 
yes 1 Give Him your whole heart now, while 
you have the opportunity. He has promised to 
His faithful people, — “ I will be as the dew unto 
Israel : he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth 
his roots as Lebanon.” (Hosea xiv. 6.) 
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One other verse about the lily I must tell you. 
It is from the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus is 
teaching a lesson to people who care about their 
clothes: “Consider the lilies of the field, how 



“ Consider the Lilies." — Matt. vi. 28. 


' they grow ; they toil not, nether do they spin ; 
and yet I say unto you that Solomon, in all his 
glory, was not arrayed like one of these.” (Matt, 
vi. 28, 29.). However finely people dress them- 
selves, they can never attain to the beauty of a 
floT^er. Even Solomon, the grandest of kings, 
in all Ai* glory, was never so gorgeously arrayed 
as the lily of which the Saviour speaks. How 
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foolish then k is for people to care so much for 
gay clothing, when even the smallest flowers are 
far more beautiful than they. I hope you will 
not forget to “seek first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness,” remembering “that all other 
things shall be added unto you.” 

By cool Siloam’s shady rifi, 

How sweet the lily grows : 

How sweet the breath, beneath the hill, 

Of Sharon’s dewy rose. 

Lo ! such the child, whose early feet 
The paths of peace have ttod ; 

Whose secrtt heart, with infliience sweet, 

Is upward drawn to God. 

By cool Siloam’s shady rill 
The lily'^must decay : 

The rose that blooms beneath the hill ^ 

Must shortly fade away. 

And soon, too soon, the 
Of man’s maturer 

W^ill shake the sr 
And stormy 

Oh ! Thou, w’ 

Within T1 

Whose years 
Were all i 

Dependant < 

We seek ’ 

In childhoo' 

To keep v* 



QUESTIONS ON FLOWERS. 


^ Q. Do many flowers grow in -Palestine ? 

A. Yes : a great variety. 

Q. Which are the only two flowers men- 
tioned in the Bible ? ^ 

A. The rose and the lily. ^ 

Q. What flower was*first brought to England 
from Damascus ? ^ 

A, The damask rose. 

Q. Where is it said flowers come in the 
"soring ? 

"'’s Song. 

’^aments in the form of 

nd Temple, 
once wish to crown 


h thorns ? 

nblems ? 
ertainty of life. 
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Q. Whose beauty was compared with a fad- 
ing flower ? 

A, Israers. 

Q. Whose cheeks were said to be like sweet 
flowers and lilies ? 

A. Jesus’. • 

Q, Who is called the “ Eose of Sharon, and 
the Lily of the VaUey” ? 

A. The Savieiir. • 

Q. Who prophesied that Sharon should be a» 
wilderness?" 

A. Isaiah. 

Q. What animajs are fond of feeding among 
the lilies ? 

A. Gazelles. 

Of whom was it said, * «He shall grow as 
a lily”? 

A. Israel. 

Q. Who told people to consider the liUes of 
the field ? # 

A, J esus. 

Q. What king, imall his glory, was not^even 
so beautiful as the lily ? 

A\ Solomon. 


END OF FLOWEKS. 
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When Moses was speaking to the ©hildren of 
Israel, shortly before their entrance into the 
land of promise, and his own death, he says 
thus : — “ The Lord thy God bringeth thee intow 
a goodiand ; a land of brooks of water, of foun- 
tains, and depths that spring out of valleys and 
hills ; a land of ^wheaty and barley, and vines, 
and fig trees, and ^oinegranates ; a land of oil 
olive, and honey ; a land wherein thou shalt eat 
bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack 
any thing in it ; a land whose atones are' iron, 
and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass.” 
(Deut. viii. 7 — 9.) Was all this true ? Yes. Of 
all lands the most fruitful, the richest, and the 
best, was that good land. ♦ Freaih clear water to 
drink was there, fields of waving corn, fruit- 
trees lade# with delicious fruit, and tall stately 
trees affording delightful sK^e, as well a*s giv- 
ing wood of a film valuable kind, so useful to 
mankind. 

All this was true of Palestine once. But now, 
there are few trees left ; t^e magnificent forests 
of oak, cedar, palm, and pine, are no nofbre ! 
The' oliveyards are poor and insignificant ; the 
X 
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vines do not yield grapes like the grapes of 
Eshcol, which were brought by the spies to the 
children of Israel, whilst on the other side Jor- 
dan. Why is the land now filled with ruined 
cities, barren mountains, dried-up brooks, ajid 
blighted trees ? It is the sin of man, dear chil- 
dren, which has done it. Scattered amongst the 
nations,— despised and hated, — the Jews wander 
far away, not only from the land of promise on 
earth, but far also from the heavenly Canaan ; 
not knowing their Saviour ; suffering from God*s 
curse, — a curse they have brought upon them- 
selves, when they cried,— ‘Crucify Him, cru- 
cify Him. His blood be on us, and on our chil- 
dren.** Their land is now overrun by wild Arab 
tribes : a dirty, degraded race, — robbers and 
murderers, who glory in their sin ; men who 
win not take the trouble to cultivate the rich 
soil of the land, which would yield a splendid 
increase if it was b\ft tUled. So it lies waste ; 
waiting until that glorious day shall dawn, when 
Messiah shall come to restore His peo|Je, and the 
land shall again become as the garden of the 
Lord. When, “ instead of the thorn shall come 
up the fir tree, and instead of the briar shall 
come up the myrtle tree ; and it shall be to the 
Lord ‘for a name, fgr an everlasting sign that 
shall not be cut off.** (Is. Iv. 13.) Perhaps there 
are few things which are oftener mentioned in 
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the Bibte than trees, and many by name. Before 
I^speak of each tree separately, I waA to give 
you an idea of trees themselves, as spoken of in 
God’s Word. 

On the third day of creation, the trees, grass, 
and herbs, and every thing having sfeed within 
itself, was brought into existence. ^You perhaps 
know, that trees and plants contain, at certain 
seasons, either stones or seeds, which, if planted,* 
yield the same kind of fruit or flower as that 
from which they are taken. This is what is 
meant by seed yithin itself.” You know, also, 
that it was by eajing fruit from a particular 
tree that Adam and |lve sinned. Fruit is very 
tempting ; this you can understand, for I doubt 
not you have all had the same temptation as 
Eve, when rich ripe fruit has been before you, 
of which you knew you must not partake. A- 
mong the laws given to the Israelites by looses, 
before they entered Canato, was a command 
respecting fruit ; which was not to be gathered 
for three years after they had planted the.trees. 
Some persons say that no fruit is good for food 
until the fourth year ; that it is better for three 
years to pluck off the blossoms, and that the 
fruit will afterwards be much improved. ^ This 
may be the reason ; but I ^idnk God gave the 
command alscf to try the faith of the people, as he 
had tried the faith of Adam and Eve in Paradise. 
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The fruit of the fourth year was to be ‘given to 
God as &n offering, with eongs of gladness and 
joy. And surely the Israelites would willingly 
offer this first-fruit to Him who had given them 
that good and beautiful land. It is the duty of 
all people* to give to God a kind of first-fruits 
of what the^ have, whether in money or other 
things, hnd God will bless them for it. The 
•fruit of the fifth year, and thenceforth, was to 
be the property of the people only when they 
gathered it, they were to leave a little for the 
poor, who had no frUit of theiji* own. 

This, again, should teach *us a lesson: in the 
time of our riches and happiness we should never 
forget the poor. This was called the “gleaning ; ” 
the same as the gleaning of com, or scattered 
grain, which the poor even now are so glad to 
gather up, 

Trf.es were made for God’s praise and glory, 
and are often in figurative language said to re- 
joice, and praise Him. (See Psa. cxlviii. 9.)* They 
were,also given to make the e^irth beautiful (Gen. 
ii. 9), and as food for man and beast. (Gen. i. 29, 
30. D^ut., XX. 19.) Trees of the wood (Song of 
Sol. ii. 3) and of the forest, are spoken of in va- 
rious^places of the Bible. (Is. x. 19.) Trees which 
bore fruit (Eccles. ii. 5. Eze. xlvii. 12. Neh. ix. 
25),' trees which cast their leaves ^s. vi. 13), and 
evergreen trees also. (Ps, xxxvii. 35. Jer. xvii 2.) 
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I shoulcl like you to read the verses of the Bible, 
Ml which these things are referred to, for youiv 
selves. Then again, different parts of trees are 
mentioned : seeds and fruits, the former of which 
we are told in one place; are sometimes carried 
by birds and dropped upon the ground ; which 
receives the seed, and the rain and dew watering 
them, they speedily grow up, and thus increase. 
(Lev. xxvii. 30. 'Eze. xxx. 30 ; xvii. 3 — 5.) Trees? 
of course, were likewise planted by man. (Lev. 
xix. 23.) The leaves of trees are often mentioned. 
(Isaiah vi. 13. Daniel iv. 1 2. Matthew xxi. 19.) 
In heaven, St. John saw a city, and ‘'in the midst 
of the street of it, and on either side of the river, 
was there the tree of life, which bear twelve man- 
ner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month : 
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of 
the nations.” (Eev. xxii. 2.) 

So you see even in heaven there are trees em- 
blems of spiritual things. Then of the roots of 
trees we find mention (Jer. xvii. 8) ; of the trunks, 
or stems (Is. xi. 1 ; xliv. 19), and of branches often 
(Lev. xxiii. 40, Dan. iv. 14 ) : tender shoots, too, 
which come in early spring (Luke xxi. 29, 30). 
Each kind of tree which is worthless, and does 
not bear fruit, is cut down ; and each lyee is 
known by its fruit : Every tree which bringeth 
not forth good fruit, is hewn down, and cast into 
the fire.” (Matt. iii. 10.) The trees here.spoken 
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of are people. Do you know what good fruits 
in people are? They are good worlds, holy 
deeds, — works done from faith in, and love to, 
Jesus.^ Do you think that any one who really 
loves his Saviour, will*not try to work for Him ? 
Oh, no ! I' am sure that no true believer could 
help working. And it is by these good works, 
done in a right spirit, that the world judges 
whether they are followers of the' Saviour. Works 
in themselves cannot save you ; but works done 
from faith in Jesus, are acceptable to God. 

In all trees there is a liquid called sap ; this, 
as well as rain and earth, serves to nourish and 
strengthen the tree. Of holy people compared 
with trees, it is said, — “The trees of the Lord are 
full of sap that is, they are full of God’s holy 
Spirit, which nourishes their souls. God’s doc- 
trines, or what He commands us to believe in 
His Word, are compared with rain : — “ My doc- 
trine shall drop as the rain *, my speech^ shall 
distil as t)ie dew, as the small rain upon the ten- 
der herb, and as showers upon the grass.” (Dent, 
xxxii. 2.) Have you ever seen how fresh and 
green aU looks when a shower has fallen upon 
trees, grass, and flowers, which were parched 
and dry before ? Have you seen how beautiful 
all appears in the early Inorning, when the re- 
freshing dew sparkles upon the grass, like dia- 
monds in the sunlight ? So is God’s blessing on 
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the heart : refreshing and nourishing, and without 
It man is parched and* dried up. Oh, may God 
grant you the “continual dew of His blessing.” 

Trees, like animals, feel the effects of the 
sin of man, — for on them plagues often fall 
Sometimes locusts devour their fruit’ and leaves 
(Exod. X. 5. Deut. xxviiL 42) : hail, and frost, 
and mildew blight them (Exod. ix. 25. Psalm 
Ixxviii. 47), arid fire scorches them up (Joel i 
19). the armies of cruel enemies destroy them. 
(2 Kings xix. 23. Isaiah x. 34f) When Titus, 
the lioman general, took Jerusalem, seventy 
years after the death of Christ, he ordered all 
the trees to be cut down about Jerusalem. Prom 
the stumps, however, of the old trees, especially 
the olive, a few have arisen ; for sometimes they 
do spring up again in this manner. Job says, 
— “There is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, 
that it will sprout again, and that the, tender 
branch thereof will not cease. Though the root 
thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock 
thereof die in the ground-, yet through the 
scent of water it will bud, and bring forth 
boughs like a plant.** (Job xiv. 7 — 9.) 

When land was purchased in the eaily ages, 
the trees were sold with it which were ypon it. 
Thus when Abraham' boijght the field of Mach- 
pelah, the trees were especially mentioned as 
being sold with it. (Gen. xxiii. 17.)^ Many 
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people were buried under trees,— of which I 
shall tell you more by-and-by. Some people 
also lived under trees, for their shade in hot 
countries was cool and pleasant. Thus Abra- 
ham invited the angels- who came to him to rest 
under the ‘tree near his tent. (Genesis xviii. 4.) 
Some people planted trees, and worshiped under 
their shade. Thus did Abraham (Gen. xxi. 33) ; 
hut afterwards God forbid the Children of Israel, 
saying, — “ Thou shalt not plant thee a gtove of 
any trees near unto the altar of the Lord thy 
God.” (Deut. xvi. 21.) This was done to pre- 
vent idolatry, for the heathen cuations of Canaan 
constantly worshiped their idols under groves 
and green trees. And, in after years, we read 
much of groves made by the Israelites themselves 
for this wicked puipose. 

Jezebel had no less than four hundred prophets 
of the groves, whom she fed at her own table. 
The grandmother of king Asa had made an idol 
in a grove ; therefore he took her idol and burnt 
it, and ^owed her to govern no more. (1 Kings 
XV. 13.) These are only two of the many sad 
instances of groves used for*idol worship. Even 
to this d^ there are, in Palestine, what are* 
called sacred trees. Some are believed to be in- 
habited by evil spirits, called jin, and some by 
good spirits. Some o? these trees are hung all 
over with rags, which the poor foolish people tear 
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from their clothes, and leave for an offering to 
these spirits, of whom they are so much afraid. 

You know, dear children, how useful wood is 
to us, and so it was also in the days when the 
Bible was Writt^. The men of old had axes, as 
we have now, to cut down trees with, — of which 
you may read in Deuter. xix. 5 ; Psalm Ixxiv, 6 ; 
Matt. iii. 10 ; 2 Kings vi. 5. Costly and beautiful 
wood was much used in the building of Solomon's* 
Temple* and Various other buildings, mentioned 
in the Biblfe, were either made entirely or partly 
of wood. Mounts for armies, when they be- 
sieged places, were sometimes made of wood. 
(See Deut. xx. 20. Jer. vi. 6.) It was also used 
for fires ; for there was little, if anyj coal known 
ill those days : and idols were made of wood. 
There is a wonderful description, in Isaiah, of 
the foolishness of men, in thus making thqp 
idols. Prom one tree, the prophet says^ men 
will make, a fire, and cook their food on it ; 
and with the remainder they will make a god, 
and fall down and worship it. Well may, he 
add these words : “ STone considereth in his heart, 
neither is there knowledge nor understanding to 
say, I have burned part of it in the fire ; yea, 
also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof ; 
I have roasted flesh and e^en it ; and shajl I 
make the residue thereof an abomination? shall 
I fall down to the stock of a tree ? He feedeth 
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on ashes; a deceived heart hath turned him 
aside, that he cannot*deliver his soul, nor say. Is 
there not a lie in my right hand?” (Isa. xliv. 
19, 20.) Truly it is a strange lie, to believe that 
in a piece of wood th 6 re is the spirit of a god! 

Trees were used for another sad puipose, — 
namely, to hang guilty people upon, who had 
committed sins worthy of death. This was a 
*punishment commanded by God. (See Deut. 
xxi. 22 , 23.) There was one ^ay, — an ever- 
memorable on^ to the Children of IsJItel, — when 
five kings, with five armies, came against them, 
and were delivered into thb hands of Joshua 
and his people. These five kings were slain, and 
hanged upon five trees, until evening. What a 
sight that must have been: what a judgment 
upon God's enemies ! Pharaoh's baker was 
hiinged on a tree. (Genesis xl. 19.) It was con- 
sidered a cursed thing thus to be hanged : the 
cross of Jesus was in this sense so considered. 
What says St. Paul? — '‘Christ hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us ; for it is written. Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on 4 tree.” (Gal. iii. 13.) How can we 
ever forget, or think lightly of Jesus, when we 
remember that for our sakes He so humbled 
Himself ? Let us always say, with gratitude,— 
" Thanks be unjto God for His unspeakable gift !” 

There was a merciful law given to the Jews 
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by God, with regard to their enemies. They 
Were forbidden to cut down the fruit trees be- 
longing to them, because ^God had given them 
for food to all people. The enemies of the Jews 
were not, as I have befo!pe told you^ particular 
in observing this law. 

Solomon thought much of trees, and spoke of 
them from the cedar to the hyssop upon the wall 
Trees are likened to many things, and kinds 
of people, in the Bible. A dry tree, to a useless 
person (IMiah Ivi. 3) : the terrors of the wicked, 
to the moving of4he leaves of trees. (Isa vii. 2.) 
Barren trees were ct»mpared with the sin of Eph- 
raim (Hosea ix. IG) : good trees, which produced 
good fruit, with good jicrsons: trees with bad 
fruit, with evil persons (Matt. Vii. 17 — 19). Holy 
people, or saints, are often compared with good 
trees. Of them it is said, they shall be like traes 
planted by rivers of water, that bring forth fruit 
in season ; neither shall their leaves wither, and 
all they do shall prosper. (Psalm i. 3.) Again ; 
they shall “ be called trees of righteousness, the 
planting of the Lord.” (Isa. Ixi. 3.) And again : 
“ He shall be as a tree planted by the waters, 
that spreadeth out her roots to the river, and 
shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf 
shall be green ; and shall not be careful in the 
year of drought, neither shall ce^se from yielding 
fruit.” (Jer. xviL 8.) It is said that the ix>ots of 
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trees never die altogether ; though the branches 
may wither and decay, the root contains some 
life. That trees can bear fruit for ages, is well 
known. God says, — “As the days of a tree, are 
the days of my people ” (Isa. Ixv. 22) : meaning 
they shall live for ever. Of their good works, or 
fruits, it is written, — The fruit of the righteous 
is a tree of life ; and he that winneth souls is 
Vise.” (Prov. xi. 30 ; xv. 4.) Kings and mighty 
men are compared with trees, which God can cast 
down or raise up as He pleases. (Ez^il. xvii. 34.) 
Nebuchadnezzar, in his dream, saw a mighty 
spreading tree, casting forth* its branches, with 
beautiful leaves and fruit. It was to be hewn 
down, its branches cut off, the fruit and leaves 
scattered, nothing *but the stump was to remain. 
This tree meant himself. He was great and rich, 
and his kingdom was spreading and wide, but 
the king’s heart was proud and lofty ; therefore 
God humbled him, by taking his senses from 
him until he learned his own littleness, and to 
submit to Him alona Of wisdom, Solomon says, 
— “ She is a tree of life to them that lay hold 
upon her.” (Prov. iii. 18.) This is the wisdom 
from above, which wiU make you “ wise unto 
salvation,” if you lay hold upon her. 

I^have told yoii of trees, without giving their 
names. Now let me teU you of some whose 
names are mentioned in the Sible. 





PART I. 


THE .ALMOND TREE. 

The almoid tree we do not often see in England. 
Our climate is too cold for it ; but in Palestine 
it grows and thrives well ; and what are called 
Jordan almonds (named probably from the river 
of that land), are considered the best of all. 
It is a pretty, graceful-looking tree, and blos- 
soms long before other trees have begun to do 
so : as early as Eebruaiy it may be seen covered 
with white or pinkish tijaged blossoms.. The 
fruit, too, comes on so quickly, that often on the 
same tree may be seen buds, blossoms, and fruit, 
all at once. , • 

The first time almonds are mentioned in the 
Bible, is where Jacob told Joseph’s brethren to 
take some almonds, as a present to him, when he 
was governor of Egypt. (Gen. xliii. 11.) During 
the time of one of the munAirings of th^ Is- 
raelites in the wilderness, they presumed to say 
that God had not chosen Aaromfor His ^priest 
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God was very angry with them. To shovV whom 
He had*chosen, He commanded each tribe tf> 
bring a rod, and put it in the Tabernacle, and 
the rod which had blossoms on it should be the 
tribe chosen for the priesthood. They did so ; 
and next Inorning, when Moses went into the 
Tabernacle, he found that the rod of Levi, upon 
which was Aaron’s name, had not only blossomed, 
but yielded almonds. This was a miracle, and 
the rebels were convinced. G od commanded that 
this rod should always be kept in the ark, with 
other holy things, for a rempmbrance Jto the 
people. So long as the ark remained, therefore, 
it was kept there. Years after, the ark and all 
its sacred memorials disappeared : it is thought 
that when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the Temple 
of Solomon, the ark was destroyed also. 

When God sent a vision to Jeremiah, He said, 
— "‘What seest thou? And I said, I see a. rod 
of an almond tree. Then said the Lord unto 
me, Thou hast well seen, for I will hasten my 
word to perform it.” (Jeremiah i. 11, 12.) This 
meant that as the almond tree was the quickest 
to bloom of all trees, so it was an emblem of 
the quickness with which God should make His 
word to come to pass. In that beautiful chapter of 
Ecclesiastes, of wliich I have told you before (see 
Insects — Grasshopper), Solomon speaks of the 
time when the^J* Ulmond tree shall flourish.” That 
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means, when people grow old their hairgenerally 
gjows white : this IooIk like the almdnd tree 
when ’covewd with white blossoms, with no 
leaves appearing at aU. It is beautiful to see 
old people with white hair, waiting patiently for 
■ death. The Bible says, — “ The hoary head is a 
crown of glory, if it be found in the way of 
jdghteousness.” I hope, if it is God’s will, you, 
my little friends, may be spared to honour and* 
serve God, even when your hair is wjiite as the 
blossoms of the almond treee. 

THE BAY TREE ob IAURIiL. 

O 

Well you know the bright dark green leaves of 
this ttee, I dare say ; for when the trees around 
are leafless and dead, the laurel is green and 
cheery, even on the coldest winter's day. Thus 
in cold or heat, in summer or winter, the bay 
tree^eems to flourish. David compares the seem- 
ing happiness of the wicked with this : “I'have 
seen the wicked in great power, and spreading 
himself like a green bay tree : yet he parsed 
away, and lo ! he was not ; yea, I sought him, 
but he could not be found," (Psa. xxxvii 35^ 
36.) It is quite true that sometimes we do see 
wicked people appear to have great riches and 
great happiness, while good i^people are ’poor 
and suffering : but this need not make us envious 
of them. If the wicked do not rfipent, we know 
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tiiftt all t&6 bleiungs of this Hfe viil do than 
no good hereafter. * , 

Do you lenvanher the parable of the rich maq, 
vrho was clothed so beantifally, and had such 
good things to ent every day ; and also the poor 
beggar, Ihzarae, sfdio laid at his gate full of 
sores, aiding only for the crumbs which fell 
ftom the.rii^ man’s table? When the rich man 
'died, he was tormented in heU *, when the poor 
man died^he was carried to Abraham’S bosom. 
And when the nch man asked that Lazarus 
might eveik dip the tip of h^s finger in water, 
to cool his tongue, it was qot granted to him ; 
while Abraham said, — “ Son, remember thou in 
thy lifetime receivest thy good things, likewise 
Ls^rus evil things ; now he is comforted, but 
thou art tormented.” 

Tou must remember however, dear children, 
that ,the rich man did not go to hell bmam he 
was rich, for it is not a sin to be nch ; but he 
went 1;o hdll because he loved his riches and 
pleasures more than God. Neither did Lazarus 
go to heaven because on earth he was poor and 
a beggar, but because he loved God. I have no 
doubt that even on earth Lazarus would not 
have, changed places wiili the rich man. He 
knew fitat in heaven Jesus had prepared a man-* 
aion for him, and pleasures for evermore, fiu 
better than any that the rich man eiyoyed. 
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God tan sdake the poorest of people quite as 
liappy as the rich. Do not therefore covet 
riches, if God has not given them to you ; but 
if He has, see that with your earthly riches you 
lay up treasure in heaven ; see that the poor or 
the suffering are the better for your riches. Re- 
member you have a Master in heaven, to whom 
^ou must give an account of the manner in 
wh^ch you have spent what He has given to you? 
# 

THE JUNIPER TREE. 

The juniper tree^ of the Bible is not the kind 
of tree known g^erally by that name, — on 
which grow the berries from which a spirit, 
much used in England, is made. The juniper 
of the Bible is a tree which grows chiefly in the 
desert, of about eight or ten feet high. It is not 
unlike broom in appearance, and has a pink-and- 
white flower. Under its shade the Bedouin 
Arabs often sleep ; and though not a very good 
shelter from the sun, Ihe shade is still pleasant 
in the barren desert. ^ 

There is a man mentioned in the Bible, a bold, 
strong, active servant of God, who wore a coeu'se 
hair garment, and travelled about, inspired by 
Him, doing many mighty deeds. He feared not 
•to come even to tiie wicked king’s palace, and 
stand before him and say what a heavy judg- 
ment God would send upon hiifl. Moreover, he 

Y 
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g^tiieied together the prophets of Baa],‘^oWed 
how false th^ idol was, and had them slain. 
AU thi s he did without any fear ; hut when the 
idolatrous queen sent word to him that she 
would hiU him, he suddenly felt afraid, and for 
a time, fotgetting that the same God who had 
commanded the ravens to feed him, could take' 
care of him still, — he fled for his life,— and 
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said, It% enov^ ; now, <0 Lot&, lay 

life, for I am joot Iwttffl* tbaa my fiAbto." (1 
Kings xix.4p lbiswa«tiotftrig]it|i^yerfertbe 
man of God, but he 'was weary oa^ heart-sick ; 
and though he did not wish ^efebd to kill him, 
he wished God to take hisMfe from him- Gently 
God made his eyes to dose, and he lay down 
.ajlld slept under the jumper tree. By-and-by an 
an^l touched him, and said, — i“Anse, and eat** 
Then h# saw a baked cake and a cruse of water. 
He ate and drank, and agam slept. A second 
time the angel wyke him, add again he ate and 
drank. .And so sajiisfying did God make that 
food, that for forty days and forty nights he 
needed no other. Was not this 'vironderM? 
Keed 1 tell you who this prophet was 1 It was 
Elijah ; that man who made kings to trsmble^--' 
who, when all other prophets of God were a&aid 
to speak boldly, stood forth before tt41^oq^nds 
of Israd, and proclaimed — “the liord he is God ! " 

Job mentums the juniper as if its roots were 
meat. He saith of the poor wicked men ^om 
he had onoe thoc^ltt beneath him, now 

made a mock of him in his sorrow,-— “Eor want 
and famine they were solitary ; fleeing mto tiie 
wilderness, in farmer times desolate and w^ste ; 
who cut up mallows by biahes, and jminper 
roots for their meat* (Job. abot. 3, A)* 

* See “ Ihe Land and die Book.* Bn TbotSiwoit 
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lows aie a kind of gieesns, boiled and daten by 
veiy poor pe<^l0. Ibe roots of the junipegr wfere 
bitter, and never used food ; bpt the Arabs 
even now torn them Into a kind of coal ox 
charcoal, which is said to make a very hot fire. 
It has be^ thought that Job meant these men 
ate the mallows, cooked upon a juniper-root 
fire. 

' In the Psalms this is also spiJken of: “"'^bat 
shall be given unto thee i or what shall be done 
unto thee, thou false tongue ? Sharp arrows of 
the mighty, with coals of juniper.” This meant, 
perhaps, the fate of those wicked persons who 
do not speak the truth, who will hereafter be 
tormented in that fire which is never quenched, 
— ^wifh which the heat of juniper coals is com- 
pared. 

TS& CHESTNUT oe PLANE TREE. 

O , 

Whit is called in the Bible the chestnut tree, 
is geuerslfy thought to mean the plane tree of 
the Sadi It is a very grand tree, with wide 
eptealHbig bmnches ; it has a fine straight stem, 
and very smooth bark ; it has broad, green, di- 
«sled‘'lee|^; its flowers are very small, and 
out a little before the leavea The 
wo^ of ^Uis tree is fine and hard, and when it 
39<«iid looks like walxtat wood. Ihe plane tree, 
or slmsiaKt, as^it is called in the Bible, is said 
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to be obe of tiie finest iiteeB in wodd ; anfi 
ittf* leaves axe so laige^ tbicl^ and broody ibat 
they aie consideied the best piOtecdoii from the 
sun’s heat in summer, — while it is curious alscv 
that in winter the rays of ‘the sun strike through 
its branches better than through those of any 
other tree. 

Ezekiel’s vision of the power, beauty, and 
gr^tness of the Assjrrians, it is said, — “Thb 
chestmft trees were not hke his branches ; nor 
any tree in the garden of God was like unto 
him in his beauty. I have made him fair by 
the multitude of his branches, so that all the 
trees of Eden that were in the gard^ of God 
envied him." (Exek. xxxi. 8, &.) "We also read 
of Jacob using rods of green poplar, of the 
hazel and chestnut tree. (Gen. xxx. 37.) 
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TS[£ BBAMBLE 

(T 

SoBCE persons iilimk that the shrub called the 
■prickly pear is the bmnble of the Birae. Others 
again, maintain tliat the bramble we know is 
meant, No doubt however it is a thorny, prick- 
ing sort of shrub, not large enough to be called 
a trea l^e mao^n of our Bibles, in Judges is. 
34, says, the bramble was a thistle, of which 
there are numbers growing in Palestine. On 
*Mount, Oerisim, a young man, named Jotham, 
once stood, and in a loud voice q>ake a parable, 
called, “ lie Parable of the Trees.” The story 
trees once wished to make a 
" then^ and they asked the olive to 

Teiglt;'lm!tthe olive had o&er work to do, and 
detliried.' The fig tree was next invited, but the 
%tre^pteihi!i»dtobea80odbadmadeit. They 
ih@a Mted &e ■vine; but the vine, so useful to 
man, reftisea^n leave its firait : so &en the trees 
iuv^Cd, tire btiunble; imd ^ bramble, the 
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least uiteful and tke most qnlikdty, witii gre«lt 
vbitiity undertook to be ike king of the trees. 
After he had spoken this parable, Jotham fled 
away. ^ 

Do you remfonber what he meant by the story? 
Jotham had once many btoihers, arid one half- 
brother. This half-brother, Abimelech, was a bad 
«aan, and when his father died, he arose and de- 
stroyed all his brothers but Jotham, who escaped, 
and m&e himself the judge of the land. Jotham 
wished to^ show the people of Shechem how 
wicked they had been in their choice, and how 
unfit and worthleas was the man they had made 
their governor or ruler. The people had reason 
to repent their foolishness ; for soon Abimdech 
quarrdled with them, fought gainst them, dd> 
stroyed their city, and sowed it with salt, which 
was a sign of utter desolation. 

THE MUSTARD TREE. • 

This also is a tree, about which learned men 
differ as to what is meant. There is plenty of 
mid mustard growing in Palestine, and>i(Bar the 
Sea of Gralilee, where Jesus spoke cff the^gnun of 
mustard seed. Some travelleis think that the 
mustard tree of Ike Bihla, is a tree or plaifli 
called Sahadora Eerma. Zt has a ve^ small 
seed, yet soijaetimes gro ^s to the height of twod^- 
five feet } and fcoms not only a shelter for the 
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fowls of the air, hut even might do eo fijr it horse 
and his rider. The seeds of this txee are hot and 
hurning, like the mustard we eat 

This is the parable^ or useful lesson, Jesus 
taught from it : — “ The kingdom of heaven is 
like to a ^ain of mustard seed, which a man 
took, and sowed in his field : which indeed is 
the least of all seeds : but when it is grown, 
is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a 
tree, so that the birds of the air come ana lodge 
in the branches thereof.” (Matt. xiii. 31, 32.) 
When God puts His grace into the heart of 
man, it generally comes very gradually, there is 
little to be seen, and small fruit appears. But 
as time passes on the believer grows and in- 
creases in grace and knowledge, and by his 
influence and example, spreads God's Word 
around, and strengthens and shelters weaker 
Christians. Jesus, also, again alludes to the 
mustard seed, when speaking to His disciples, 
after their petition for an increase of faith 
’«piUke ysdi. 6) : He says, — “ If ye had faith as 
a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this 
sycamine tree, be thou plucked up by the root, 
and be thou planted in the sea ; and it should 
obey you.” you see what a great and wonder- 
ful thh^ faith, or belief in God, is, and what 
mighty deeds it can accomplish. 

St Paul, in Hebrews which is all about 

a 
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faith, gives a 'wonderful list of what it hs^d 
\ft:5ught by His people, ^^who through faith sub- 
dued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched 
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of.the sword, 
out of weakness were made strong.” Faith ena- 
bled men patiently to bear the flaming faggot, 
kx^ywing that though their bodies were burned, 
the crown of martyrdom was awaiting them in 
heaven. Faith has made the poor rich, the death- 
bed happy, the grave the gate of heaven. I 
wish for you, my dear children, that you may 
have a simple faitlfm Jesus, — ^inall He requires 
of you in His Word. It is true you may not 
now have the faith to work miracles, for the day 
for miracles has past. But you can have the 
faith which bebeves in the blood of Jesus, — 
which rests in His love, and which can bnghten 
and cheer you in the dark day of pain and tiouble 
through which you may have to pass, before you 
leave this world and enter into that rest which 
remaineth for the people of God.” 

I 

THE VINE 

1 DOUBT not you all know that the fruit of the 
vine is the grape, from whidh almost all wine is 
Wde And 1 dard say you will lememher s^me 
of the many places in wluch tl^e vine is men* 
tioned in the Bible. 
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The vine is known almost all over thfe world, 
and perhaps no fruit is so useful, or more genfc- 
. rally liked. In England, though many grapes are 
grown, few ripen out of doors, it is too cold for 
them ; but the hot-house grapes of England are 
now esteemed the finest in the world. Formerly 
the land of Palestine produced those of the 
finest quality and largest size. Perhaps you 
member about the twelve spies,' sent by Moses 
from the wilderness, to search out the land of 
Canaan. He told them to see what sort of peo- 
ple and cities there were, — ^whether there was 
plenty of corn or not ; and iie added, — “ P>e ye 
of good courage, and bring of the fruits of the 
land. Now the time was the time of the first 
ripe grapes.” (Numbers xiii. 20.) The spies 
went out, and came to a valley called Eshcol. 
Here the grapes were splendid : they cut down 
one bunch, which was so large that two men 
had to carry it. Notwithstanding all they saw 
of Canaan, and all God's goodness in promising 
' to help them to conquer the land, these spies 
came back and frightened the people, — telling 
them the nations of Canaan were too strong for 
them to conquer. Only two, Joshua and Caleb, 
spoke the trutli, and declared that God’s power 
was^ able to give them victory. The people, 
however, would not listen to the two men. They 
murmjired against God, and as the 95th Psalm 
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says , — ** He sware in His wrath, they should not 
enter .into His rest” This rest was the land of 
Canaan. Of all the thousands and thousands of 
men and women who came out of Egypt, two 
only, — the two faithful spies, — ^were allowed to 
enter the good land. The kttle children of these 
unbelieving Israelites, forty years afterwards, led 
by.Joshua, did enter Canaan ; but their fathers, 
for these long years, were made to wander id 
the wilSerness. Yet God gave them time to 
rejtent of tlieir sin ; so we may hope that when 
death came ui)om them, they might still enter 
that heavenly res4, which remaineth for the 
people of God. 

The first vineyard, or orchard of vines men-, 
tioned in the Bible, was that planted by Noah, 
after the flood. He was called an husbandman, 
or vine dresser. It appears he made wine from 
his grapes ; and I am sorry to tell yoy. that 
on one occasion he drank too much, and be- 
came drunken, so that he did not know what 
he was doing. Drunkenness is a sin God iates, 
and He has said, — “ drunkards shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God.” There are two or three 
parables in the Bible about vineyards. One 
is that of the labourers hired into a vineyard, 
—some early, some later, — ^who all received the 
same reward. This vineyard represents God's 
Church, In it all are expected to work. .Those 
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who were first called into the Church Were the 
Jews, afterwards the Gentiles' were called.. The 
Gentiles accepted God’s call, and worked hard 
in the vineyard after they had entered it, and 
God gave them eternal* life in heaven, as well as 
the Jews. • 

In heaven, dear children, there will he many' 
found who have loved Christ only a short tip(4e7 
yet have worked more for Him than those who 
have been professing Christianity far longer. 
Therefore, in heaven, some who have been out- 
wardly first, shall be last. This parable teaches 
again that works can never pay the debt of sin, — 
that salvation is God’s free gift to sinners. For 
indeed no works, however many, can save us, — 
nothing but the merits of Jesus can do that ; but 
God has commanded us to work from love. The 
payment for the debt of sin has been made long 
before- 

There is again another parable, of two sons, 
whose father said to the elder, — “ Son, go work 
to-day in my vineyard.” The elder son at first 
refused, but afterwards went. The younger son 
said he would go, but did not. These two sons 
represented two classes ; one who were out- 
wardly sinners, and another who, like the Phar 
risees, were outwardly religious, and pretended' 
to do God’s works, but who really did them not. 
Of the sinners despised by the Pharisees, many 
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came ayfterwards, confessed, and were Sony for 
tkeir.sins, and then went to do their Master's 
work ; while the Pharisees, professing righteous- 
ness, neglected to do the will of God. 

There was also another parable spoken by our 
Lord, about a certain man who planteJ a vineyard, 
and let it to husbandmen to take care of, while 
he^went into a far country. By and by, he sent 
servants to fetch some of the fruit ; but theSb 
wicked*vinedressers beat and stoned them, and 
gave them no fruit. Again, the ower sent more 
servants, but the^ie were illtreated and sent away 
empty. Last of all, he said he would send his 
son, for they would reverence him. Instead of 
doing so, when they saw him they said he was the 
heir, and that they would kill him, and keep 
the vineyard for themselves. The vineyard here 
means the kingdom, of the Jews ; tlie vinedres- 
sers were the Jewish nation ; the servants were 
the prophets and teachers God sent, from ti3ne 
to time, to His rebellious people, who, instead 
of rendering obedience to God, continued wil- 
fully to sin against Him. The Son, so beloved, 
is the Saviour, sent at last, whom these wicked 
men crucified. 

The Pharisees knew that this parabk was 
^ spoken against them: and Jesus warned them 
that soon the Gospel should be ^aken from them 
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and given to the Gentiles. They bated Kim, and 
began even then, to seek how they might kill Him. 

There is another parable of a vineyard, in 
Isaiah v., in which the Jews were said to bring 
forth wild grapes, instead of the true rich grapes 
of the vineyard. These wild grapes meant works 
of sin — ^not works of grace. They had been 
idolatrous and rebellious; truly their woj^ke 
Were like sour, bad grapes 1 

Vines live to a great age : a vineyard of a 
hundred years old is considered quite young. 
The grapes are of two kinds* red and white. 
"Vyhen ripe and gathered, they are put into a 
winepress, by which the juice is pressed out, 
and it is then made into wine. 

Here is a type of a Christian in sorrow. He is 
like the grapes in the winepress. Hoes trouble 
and sorrow make the Christian useless ? Oh, no 1 
it bripgs out the sweetness of his soul, just as 
the pressing brings out the juice of the grape. 
In olden times, the winepress was trodden by 
men, juid the stamping and pressing required 
was hard work. Of Jesus it is said, — “ Where- 
fore art thou ted in thine apparel, and thy gar- 
ments like him that treadeth in the winefat?” 
Then ^esus replies, — “ I have trodden the wine- 
press alone ; and of the people there was none ' 
with" me,” eta (Isaiah Ixiij. 3.) This hard labour 
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Jesus passed through, when stained with Sis 
owA blood, He hung upon tiie cross, where He 
bore alone the sins of the whole world; none 
could help Him, — none could die for Him. 

The wine made from -grapes is always con- 
sidered best when old. Old wine is c^ed in 
the Bible wines on the lees, well refined 
of which God promises to provide a feast for 
His people. From the juice of the vine, vine?- 
gar as 'vfell as wine is made. Vinegar is sour 
and unwholesome ; while wine, taken with mo- 
deration, is good for people. Vinegar is like 
the works of those who do not honour God: 
wine is like the good and holy fruits which 
His people yield in their lives. 

The first miracle Jesus Christ ever performed 
was at a marriage of Cana of Galilee ; and there, 
when they wanted wine, He made for them a 
fresh and large supply out of water, placed in 
six water-pots of stone. 

Some years ago, I was shown in a church, at 
Cologne, in Germany, an old looking broken 
red pot, which I was gravely told by a Eoman 
Catholic guide was one of the water-pots from 
Cana of Galilee. I did not of course believe it^ 
as it was a most unlikely thing to be tru^. It 
is a pity to see so many people setting a high 
value on these supposed relics, and neglecting to 
seek the hidden spiritual Measures of the GospeL 
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The produce of the vine has always been highly- 
esteemed, and sometimes Gk>d has punished 
Hers by destroying the vintage, or harvest In the 
times of the first kings of Israel, an officer of 
state was appointed to. look after the royal vine* 
yaids. When the gathering time for grapes 
came, the Israelites were commanded to leave 
some grapes for the poor who had no grapes of 
their own : it was the same in the olive haivest 
There were special laws as regarded* the cul- 
tivation of the vine, of which you may read in 
the books of Moses One was, that a man need 
not be a soldier if he had planted a vineyard, 
of the fruit of which he had not eaten Vme- 
yards were sometimes mortgaged, — that is, money 
was borrowed by the owner of a vineyard, and 
if not paid back in a certain time, the vineyard 
was to belong to the man from whom the money 
was bj^riowed. In the time of Nehemiah, many 
of the Jews had mortgaged their vineyards, be* 
cause of a famine. When God blessed His 
people He made their^fruits abundant. Judah, 
from ^hose seed Jesus came, was thus blessed 
by his father Jacob : “The sceptre' shall not de- 
piurt from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between 
Hs ffet, until Shiloh come ; and unto him shall 
the gathering of the people be. Binding his 
foal unto the vine, and his ass’s colt unto the 
choice vine; He washed his garments in wine, 
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and his -clothes in the blood of grapes : his eyei^j 
ShaU.be red with wine, and his teeth white with 
milk’' (Gen.xiix.10 — 12.) Shiloh, meant Jesus ; 
binding the foal to the vine, raeant fastening 
the asses under the vines,- and allowing them to 
eat of the tender green leaves of the* trees : his 
eyes red with wine, meant the riches and plenty 
which should be possessed by the tribe of Judah, 

Dried grapes are spoken of in the Bible, dS 
well as fhose pressed for wine : these are called 
raisins Abigail, who was afterwards David’s 
wife, brought him a present of one hundred 
clusters of raisins.# (1 Sam. xxv. 18; xxx. 12.) 
The wood of the vine is not good for an 3 rthing, 
except fuel. Tliis is referred to in Ezekiel 15 : 
“ As the vine tree among the trees of the forest, 
which I have given the fire for fuel, so will I 
give the inhabitants of Jerusalem.” (See also 
Ezek V. 2 — 5. John xv. 6.) 

In vineyards, persons were appointed to keep 
a special watch, that no harm happened to the 
grapes during the vintage season. The vineyards 
were generally hedged round, or walled In, and 
had watch-towers. When the grapes began to 
ripen, lodges were built for the vineyard-keepbts 
— ^little frail shelters, only meant to last few 
•weeks, and which storm and wind would soon 
destroy. Isaiah, when he speaks of the desola- 
tion of Israel says, — “Your country is desolate, 
z 
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your cities are burned with fire : your land, 
strangers devour it in your presence, and it* 4s 
desolate, as overthrolni by strangers. And the 
daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vine* 
yard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a 
besieged city.” (Is. i. 7, 8.) 

I have told you how much the fruit of the 
vine has been esteemed in all ages. But there 
firere some persons who were corfimanded not to . 
eat the fruit, or drink the juice of tlie vine: 
these were the lJ“a?5arite& and the Eechabites. 
The Nazarites were set apart in a peculiar man- 
ner for God’s service. Some were Nazarites 
from their birth, some only for a certain tima 
These men were neither to cut their hair, shave 
themselves, nor drink wine of any kind. Samson 
and Samuel were the Nazarites most celebrated 
in the Old Testament ; John the Baptist, in the 
New. Tlie Eechabites were an Arab tribe, de- 
scended from the father-in-law of Moses. Jona- 
dab, the son of Eechab, one of their great men, 
forbade them ever to drink wine, — ^and most 
obedkaottiy they kept his command. 

When God wished to show the Israelites how 
widked and disobedient they had been to Him, 
He tqjd the prophet Jeremiah to try the faith of 
the Eechabites, by offering them wine to drink,* 
but they re&ised at once to taste it. Then God 
commepided the prophet to go and tell the people 
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of Israel^ what an example these Arabs had*set 
them t>f obedience. Would it not make them 
ashamed of their wickedn^st Ko, the peo|tle 
cared not> and therefore God brought on them 
all the evil He had threatened; while, at the 
same time, He told Jeremiah to pronounce Hia 
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blessing on these Eechabites: “Jlrassaith tihfe'' 
lArd of hosts, the God of Israeli Jonadab; the 
son of Bechab, shall not want a man to stand 
before, me for ever.” (Iter^xxxv. 19.) 

Has GodTs word come tmet Tes, indeed it 
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bas*] itx the deserfs ofArabia* a tribe 

still remains— the tribe of I2eej||||^^Sep^iM 
and proud of their fbsition, thl^S^Mi' theift, — 
a peipetual reminder of God's rewaSSi for their 
obedience^ God loves obedience more than any 
other duty : to obey, He says, is better than 
sacrifice. Obedience to God and our parents, are 
Jthe great commandments of the Gospel: /rom 
this duty come all other duties. I hop^ you will 
always remember this. 

There are four^laces mentioned in the Bible 
as famous for gr^^es : Eshcol (Numbers xiii. 24), 
Sibmah (Isa. x v ^, 9), Lebtoon (Hosea xiv. 7), 
Egypt (Psalm ^S^i. 47 ; Ixxx. 8). The grapes 
of Sodom, on the contrary, are mentioned as bad 
and unwholesome. (Deut xxxii. 32.) I could 
tell you much more about the vine from the 
Bible, but it would take too much time to do 
so. I will therefore, at the end of this part, 
give you a list of verses to find for yourselves, 
which I hope will prove a pleasure to you in 
.diking them out. Meanwhile, there are a few 
more things with which the vine has been com- 
pared in the Bible. 

Wi& the Children of Israel (Ps. Ixxx. 8. Isa. v. 
2 — T) ; the tjuickness of its growth is compared 
to God's people growing in grace (Hosea xiv. 7)* : 
the beautiful rfipe branches to the beauties of 
Chrirt's Church (Song of Sol. vii 8). tA. vine that 
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does act bear fruit, to the wicked (Hos. x, 1 ). The 
fathers' eating sour grapes is*' said to wb^ their 
children’s teeth on edge , thit means, tiat^icked 
parents often have wicked children. (Jer. XXxL 
29, 30. Ezekiel xviii. 2 .). 

Last of all, in that beautiful cdiiversation 
between Jesus and His disciples, so soon before 
H 14 . death, He says, — ''I am the true Vine, and 
my Father is the Husbandman.** The branchee 
of the vzle are people who profess and call them- 
selves Christians; some are really holy, some 
not The first ^re the pood and fruit-bearing 
blanches, the latter the unfruitful onea These 
Jesus says His Father taketh away, because 
they are worthless, and they aie burned. The 
good branches are purged, or diessed, to make 
them stdl more fruitful. This dressing means 
God’s teaching and leading by His Spint, and 
sometimes also the affiictions He sends. Then 
again, Jesus says, if the branches do not stay in 
the vine, they die. Now if people do not keep 
near to Jesus they cannot be true believer^. The 
branches of the vine need the sap, or nourish- 
ment which comes from the roots of the vine ; 
so do Christians require the holy oil of God’s 
Spint, to make them continue holy. 

• The most interesting Scripture event about 
the vine, to those who love Jesus, is that in 
which He gave them bread to*eat and wine to 
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drink, the night when He was betray^ed to be 
crucified. What a sad and soleftm thing^mivBit 
that last Supper have been, — when Jesus told 
His disciples that He should not drink wine 
again with them until He drank it new in His 
Father’s kingdom, where He promised that they 
should be with Him. 

This holy supper is called the “ Lord's Supper,** 
the ^'Eucharist,” or the "Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper.” And people who wish to keep in mind 
the death of Jesus, come to the holy feast, and 
eat and drink in remembrance of their Saviour, 
—praying that God will make them truly sorry 
for their sins, and cause them to lead new and 
holy lives in His servica 

Children are not admitted to the Sacrament 
until they have been confirmed by the Bishop, 
when about fifteen years of age, — then they are 
considered old enough to know and understand 
the solemn service. 

I hope the time will come, dear children, 
wlien^in true faith and repentance you will draw 
near to the holy table; and while outwardly 
you eat the bread and drink the wine, you will 
in your hearts feed on the love of Jesus, and on 
all His precious promises, while you also drink 
of the spiritual wine, and bless Him for that 
precious blood which has been shed for and 
fox many, for the remission of sins. 
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I]pBM<llS TO THE TINl TO BE FOU^D 
^ IS THE BIBLE . 

2 Kings iv. 89. 2 Chron. xxvi JO. ^ Kings 
XXV. 12. Dent. vi. 11 ; viii. 8; xxviii. 39. XoJft 
XXV. 3. Beui xxxii. 14. Song of SoL vl 11 ; IS. 
16; viii. 11. Lev. xxvi. 5. Beut xxiii24. Bseucv. 
32, 33 ; Ixxx. 15 ; Ixxviii 47. Num. xiiL 2ft— 24; 
^ii, 24. Exod. xxii 6. Gen. xL 10. Isa. xviii 5 ; 
vii. 23 ; xxvii.*2 ; xxxii 12 ; xvi 8, 9 ; v. 2 — S. 
Jer. xx:!a 30 Isa. Ixi. 5, Jer. xlviii 32 ; viii 13. 
Hosea ix. 10 ; xiv. 7. Jer. xii 10 Amos iv. 9. 
Hag. i 9 — 11. JZeph. i 18. Nehena. xiii 16, 
Prov xxiv. 30, 31. wToel i. 7, 12 ; ii 22. Hosea ii 
12. ZecLviii 12. Hag. ii 19. Jobxv. 33. MaL 
iii 11. Matt xxvi. 29. 

LION ALOES. 

This tree is, I believe, only once mentioned in 
the Bible. When Balaam, the wicked prophet 
was made (though he did not desire it) ^o bless 
the Children of Israel, in part of his speech he 
said thus : “ How goodly are thy tents, 0, Jacob, 
and thy tabernacles, 0 Israel ! As the valleys 
are they spread forth, as gardens by the river’s 
side, as the trees of lign aloes which the Lord 
hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the 
• waters.” (Num. xxiv. 6, 6.) The lign aloe wa« 
a beautiful aromatic, or sweet-smelling tree, — 
something like the olive tree, only often growing 
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larger. The comparison of the Jsraelitea with 
lign aloeSi meant that their fame should spread 
far and wide^ and that they should he great and 
blessed. 

Aloes are two or three times spoken of in the 
Bible, as perfumes, not as trees. Of the kingdom 
of Christ, when compared with a beautiful queen, 
it is sai(J, — “All thy garments smell of myjrh, 
aaid aloes, and cassia.” (P&a. xlv. U ) Beds were 
sometimes scented with aloes. (Prov.' ViL 17.) 
Jesus also says of His church, that her plants, 
or works, are sweet with many spices: — “ myrrh 
and aloes, with all chief spicf^s.” (Song of Sol. 
iv. 14 ) When Joseph of Arimathsea had begged 
the body of Jesus and taken it away, Nicodemus, 
who came to Jesus by night, brought a mixture 
of '' myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pounds 
weight.” (Johnxix. 39.) These sweet spices were 
to anoint the deadhody of Jesns, and to preserve 
it from coituption. This was a kind action, and 
proved that Nicodemus loved Jesus, though he 
was afraid openly to show it. Many persons feel 
shame, as Nicodemus did : it is sad not openly 
to own our love to Him who has done so much 
for us. We should pray God to forgive our fear, 
and make us bold for His truth. There is a hymn 
which’speaks of this false shame, beginning, — • 

“ Ashamed of Jesus ! Can it be? 

A mortal man ashamed of Thee? 
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Scorned be the thought by rich and poor. 

•• ^ Oh, may I acorn it more and more I ** 

Let this ever he your desire, dear Kttle friends. 

THE ALMUG on-ALGUM THEE. 

• 

This tree was used by Solomon, partly for the 
wood-work of the temple, and also ‘for his own 
palace. Beside the pillars and terraces for God*s 
temple, Jt was used for making harps and psal- 
teries for the singers. (1 Kings x. 11, 12. 2 Ohron* 
ix, 10, 1 1 ) This costly and beautiful wood was 
brought by Hii%.m, king of l^re, in his ships, 
from a place called Ophir, and is supposed to 
be what is called red sandal-wood, which has a 
most delicious smell, and which is stiU used in 
Persia and India foi making costly things. Some 
Jewish writers call it coral, but this was not 
correct. They perhaps meant what is called 
coral wood. • 

THE CYPBESS. 

This tree is very dark and grave-looking, It is 
also an evergreen. Its name is taken from the 
Island of Cyprus, where even now it glows in 
great beauty. The Pagans of olden times made 
it a sacred tree to Pluto, or the god of hell, — a 
false god in whom they believed. This tree was 
therefore considered a sign of death, and you will 
often hear of cypress trees being used at/unerals 
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or planted over graves. Sometimes wreaths of 
cypress vrere Ixiade and hung on tombstones. 
The wood of this tree is much valued. It lasts 
veiy long, and can be beautifully polished : it is 
of a pale red colour. Do you remember reading, 
in the Acts of the Apostles, about St. Paul at 
Ephesus? In this city people worshiped a god- 
dess called Diana. They had built for hep a 
magnificent temple ; so splendid* was it that it 
was one of the seven wonders of the world, of 
which perhaps you may have heard. 

This temple had been 220 years in building. 
It was^very long and very wide, and had no less 
than one hundred and twenty-seven pillars, each 
sixty feet high, to support the building. These 
pillars had been given by some king Cedar and 
cypress woods were much used for this building, 
and the great doors were made of the wood of 
the cypress Wlien an historian wrote of it four 
hundred years after, he described them as being 
stni as fresh as ever,which showed how lastmg 
the wopd must be. You have perhaps heard of 
St. Peter’s Church, at Eome. Once the doors of 
this great church were also of cypress, and were 
said to be a thousand years old when they were 
taken 4own, and brass ones put up instead. The 
cypress tree is mentioned in Isaiah, when the 
prophet speaks of the carpenter making idols 
of it heweth him down cedara, and 
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taketlu the c^ptess and the oak, which he 
gtrejigtheneth &>r himself among the trees of 
the forest” (Isaiah xliv. 14.) ‘ 

THE ASH. 

The ash is a tall elegant tree, which will grow 
almost anywhere : on the mountain, in the forest^ 
or J}y the sea. Next to the oak its wood is the 
most useful, as many kinds of things are ma4e 
of it. Tt has been called “the husbandman's 
tree, because of its use, and also the “Venus of 
the forest,” be(iause of its beauty and grace. 
Venus was worshiped by the ancients as tiie 
goddess of beauty. 

Ages ago the soft inner bark was used for 
writing upon, before paper was invented. This 
was generally known by the name of Philyra, but 
by the Eomans it was called Liber ; from which 
we have the name library, or place for books. 
This ash bark lasts so much longer than paper, 
that there are still remaining some old writings 
on it, more than one thousand years old. The ash 
is mentioned almost directly after the cypress, in 
the description of the carpenter's making idols. 
“ He planteth an ash, and the rain doth nourish 
it. Then shall it be for a man to bum : for he 
will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he 
kindleth it, and baketh bread ; yea, he maketh 
a god, and worshipeth if; he maketh it a graven 
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image, and falleth down thereto.” (Is. xliv. ] 4, 15.) 
How sad to thiiik of all this, and to know that 
, there are stiU poor heathen who are worshiping 
and falling down to idols made of wood and 
stone. Perhaps you do* not know that there are 
more heathens than Christians stiU in the world. 
I hope you will not forget to pray for these 
poor creatures ; and when you can, help to send 
missionaries to preach to them the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 
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THE CEDAB. 

Pebhaps there is no tree mentioned in the Bible 
in terms of sikch admiration as the cedar. It 
was beantiful and gigantic; while the sweet 
smell of its wood, and the long tune it lasted, 
made it highly valued by the Israelites. “ The 
cedars of Lebanon’* are so called because they 
grow on the mountains of Lebanon, the most 
northern part of the land of promise. The 
cedar is an evergreen, with very wide ^reading 
branches, which grow outward instead of up- 
wards It is often seventy or eighty feet in 
height A curious thing has been observed in the 
cedar: the more the branches spread the wider 
the roots spAad also ; so that no tree is planted 
more firmly in the ground, or less likely to be 
blown down by storm or wind The roots being 
so extensive also enables the rain to drop freely 
upon them, which strengthens them, so as to 
make the tree richer and better. Of tjie spread 



of the roots of t)i€ cedar, when comparing it with 
Gk)d*s blessings "bn Israel, Hosea says, — ^he shall' 
cast forth his roots as Lebanon ” (Hbs. xiv. 
6), which in this verse means the cedars of 
Lebanon. In Ezekiel xXxi. there is a beautiful 
description of the cedar, with which the Assy- 
rian is compared His fair branches, shadowing 
shroud, and high stature, and his top among the 
thfck boughs ; whilst the streams of watf r made 
him great, and under his shadow all the nations 
dwelt. And it is said that the trees in the gar- 
den of, the Lord envied him. ^ 

Some travellers speak of finding cedar trees in 
different parts of Palestine, but they are not the 
celebrated well-known kind. You must not think 
either, that the cedar wood fp>m which pencils 
are made, is the same as the cedar of Lebanon. 
Two or three times in the Bible (Levit. xiv. 4*, 
49, 51. JTumbers xix. 6), we read of cedar wood 
being used as incense for purifying, when the 
Children of Israel were wandering in the wilder- 
*"mess. This cedar was the wood of a kind of 
juniper, which grew in. the mountain crevices of 
Sinai and the desert. There are two kinds of 
cedars growing about these mountains ; but on 
only one particular spot do those trees grow 
which were used by Solomon for the temple. 

These trees ar^ six thousand feet above the 
level of the Mediterranean Sea. The road is 



most wjld, grand, and difficult ta reach. There 
k- snow all round them, except in the height of 
summer. They grow on the brow, or side of the 
mountain, on rocky and uneven ground : be- 
neath them are deep, daik valleys. The sound 
of gushing waterfalls is all that is heard in the 
solemn silence aiound; sometimes the wind 
‘howls sorrowfully among the branches, makmg 
travellers almost tremble with the unearthly 
scene. Is there not something very grand, yet 
awful in the thought, — that these cedars are the 
only unchanged^ living remains of that time, 
when God was worshiped amongst the happy 
Isiaelites ; when they loved His law and dwelt 
peacefully in the land He had given them? Some 
of these treecj are supposed really to havf lived 
three thousand years, — that is, from the time of 
Solomon. Ages, therefore, have roiled ovcfr tlieir 
heads, stormy have beat upon them, and^few re- 
main to tell the story of a happy time, now no 
more, and to mourn as it were for the sad deso- 
lations which have passed over the laud. * Who 
knows: perhaps these venerable trees, which 
lived in Solomon’s greatness and through the 
humiliation of Jesus, will yet be standing at 
the second coming of a greater than Solomon, 
.and shall shake at the trumpet of the great 
Archangel, and echo to the glad shout of the re- 
stored Jew^s,— “ Blessed w He that coiueth in 
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the ziame of t^,e Xibrd : ” their aged he^ds, still 
green throng^ these ages of time, shall shate 
at the voice of the Lord, and join in the glad- 
ness of the whole creation. Who knows that 
this may not ,be so ? .The time seems drawing 
near when t^e Saviour shall come again : not 
as the lowly and despised man, but as the 
King of Glory, and Judge of mankind How 
do you feel when you hear of this second coming 
of Jesus ? Are you glad or sorry ? If you can 
rejoice, you are blessed indeed ; but if you do 
not feel this joy, ask God to give it you, and 
make yoti sincerely to desire,the presence of the 
Saviour. 

There are a number of Greeks, Armenians, 
and Maronites (religious sects), now living in 
Pfdestine, who go every year, on what is called 
the Feast of the Transfiguration, to celebrate 
their service under one of the oldest and largest 
trees on Lebanon. Here they build a simple 
altar of stone, and worship ; and though we do 
not believe that the doctrines of these people 
are those of the Bible, yet we like to see them 
(even though they differ from us) regarding re- 
verentl;^ these trees, the remembrance of which 
must-be dear to all who know and love the 
story of old. 

Travellers differ very much as to the number 
left of these ancient tr&s : some have said there 
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are seven ; but a recent writer, who has lived 
more than twenty years* on ^ borders of 
Palestine, says there are about four or five 
hundred remaining ; though aU of course are 
not so ancient as thejdays of Solomon. Many 
young trees spring up, but are soon destroyed 
by wild animals or Arabs, who care not to keep 
and protect them. 

There are many cedars planted in Europe, 
which heye been brought from Lebanon, and grow 
well The cones, or fruit of the cedar tree, are 
also often gathered and kept as curiosities. You 
will remember, Pdare say, reading in the Bible, 
how Solomon directed Hiram, king of Tyre, to 
send him plenty of cedar trees for the Temple 
of God, And we are told how cheap he made 
cedar wood in Jerusalem, by the number he 
obtained. (1 Kings a. 27.) The wood of the 
cedar is of reddish colour, and has a pleasant 
smell ; it does not polish well, but it lasts long, 
and no great Jewish building was considered 
complete without it. When the second Temple 
was built at Jerusalem, by Zerubbab^l and 
Jeshua, the Jews, though they were so poor, 
still sent for cedar trees for the wood work, all 
the way to Lebanon : many, many miles away. 
(Ez a iiL 7.) In Bethlehem there is a church, 
' built by the Empress Helena, in remembrance 
* Dr. Tlfbmpsoii. • 
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of the birth of Jesus Christ. It is perhaps the 
oldest Christia[li Church still standing, and the 
beams of it are made of cedar of Lebanon. 

I must now tell you more particularly about 
some of the verses in the Bible in which the 
cedar is mentioned. You have already heard of 
the buildings in which cedar wood was used. 
Ezekiel says that the masts of ships, and chests * 
to contain valuable clothing were made frorii it. 
(See Ezek. xxvii. 5, 24.) And “ Solomon made 
himself a chariot of the wood of Lebanon.*' 
(Song of Sdlomon iii. 9.) It was also used for 
making idols. (Isa. xliv. ] 4.) ® 

They were the highest tr^s which grew in 
Palestine. God, when speaking of His goodness 
in destroying the enemies of Israel, says, — Yet 
destroyed I the Amorite before them, whose 
height was like the height of cedars.” (Amos 
ii 9. Isaiah xxxvii. 24. ‘ Ezekiel xvii. 22, 23.) 
That it was strong and lasted well, Isaiah 
tells us (ix. 10) ; its sweet smell is spoken of 
(Song of Solomon iv. 11) ; its beauty and the 
spreading of its branches, are alluded to in Psa. 
Ixxx. 10, 11. The cedars of Lebanon were 
planted by God, not man ; and this is thus told 
us in His Holy Word : The trees of the Lord 
are full of sap ; the cedars of Lebanon which 
He hath planted.” (Psa. civ. 16.) And the cedars 
are said to glorify Godi> (Psa. cxlviii. 9.) De- 
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stroying. the cedars by storm slloifrB also the 
pawer of God, for it is said , — voipe of the 
Lord breaketh the cedars ; yea, Jjprd breaketh 
the cedars of Lebanon.” (PsaJia xxix 5.) Oh, 
what a voice that must be, dear children, when 
it can make these majestic trees to shake and 
break with its power. The destruction of cedars 
was, also tlireatened as a punishment for sin 
by God (Jen xxii 7) • ’ 

Cedars Vere also compared with several things 
in the Bible : ungodly rulers, in their pride, with 
lofty cedars (Isa j.i 13 ; x. 33, 34) : the Assyrian 
and Amorite nations also, with fine and powerful 
cedar trees (see Ezek. xxxi. 8. Amos ii 9) The 
glory of Israel, whom God had blessed; was, by 
the wicked prophet Balaam, compared with cedar 
trees beside the waters (Numb. xxiv. 6.) The 
righteous are like cedar trees ; for we read, — 
“ The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree : 
he shall grow like a cedar of Lebanon.” ^Psalm 
xcii. 12.) Of the glory and beauty of Jesus, it 
is said, — “ His countenance is as Lebanop, ex- 
cellent as the cedars.” (Song of Solomon v. 15. 
Ezek. xvii. 22, 23.) 

I have not told you all about the cedar ; but 
enough, I hope, to interest cijod make you^ wish 
,to study more about this beautiful and sacred 
tree, which must ever be so interesting to eveiy- 
one who loves God, andVho takes an interest 
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in His long hfit, sinning and despisocl. people, 
the Jews. ' , ” 

THE APPLE TREE. 

I habdlt tell you much about the appem*- 
ance of thur tsee. 1 do not doubt that you all 
know its beantifal pink and white blossoms, in 
the spring, and its rosy, or golden-coloured fruit, 
111 the autumn. 

Once there were only orab-trees in ‘England, 
— that is, small wild trees, bearing a little 
sour &uit hardly fit to eat ; but at length, by 
what is called graftiiig, — about which 1 will 
teU you presently, whmi I speak of the olive 
tree, — ^the once almost useless crab-trees came to 
bew beautiful applea England is celebrated 
now for its apple-orohards, and has been so for 
some hundreds of yeara This tiee was first 
brought from Persia. In the time of the Saxons, 
when ISing Edgar was crowned, ‘there was a 
prayer for his prosperity and happiness, in 
which. God is especially asked to gi'ant his king- 
dom abundance of apples: 1 suppose, because 
so many people depended upon t^m for their 
living! 

apple tree is three or four times men- 
tioned in the Bible: — Joel speaks of it, as 
withered up, among many other trees, in the 
time of famine* (Joel i. 12); Solomon says,— 
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A wovd fitly apoken is like ap|lei| of gold in 
Jfictures of silver” (Prov. xxv. It) : this ^leans 
that good advice is like a valuable onia;Q:^nt in 
the form of an apple. Two or thl^ee timea the 
apple tree is spoken of in the Soj3|^ of Solomon. 
The most beautiful verse is that in which the 
Bride, or Church of Jesus, speaks of Him thus : 
—“•As the apple tree among the trees of the 
wood, so is niy Beloved among the sons. I sat 
down under His shadow with great delight, and 
His fruit was sweet to my taste.” (Song of 
Sol. ii. 3) In many parts of Palestine the apple 
tiee still flourishes ; and Askelon, once a town 
of the Philistines, is still much celebrated for 
its beautiful and fragrant smelling apples. 

THE BOX TREE. 

The box tree is an evergreen, once much prized 
in England as an ornament in gardens. Branches 
of it were used to adorn houses on the* feast of 
Candlemas; but this custom has past away. 
In some parts of England, mourners drop pieces 
oft the box tree into the graves of their friends. 
Being an evergreen, it is a fit emblem of the 
soul, which ever lives, either in happiness or 
misery, after the body has died. 

The wood of this tree is very useful : it can 
be highly polished ; it is hard, smooth, and of a 
yellowish colour. It is* used for many things ; 
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but is most vflusd for •wbat are called wood- 
engravings. It is twice mentioned in the Bibl5 ; 
both iimes in Isaiah, among a list of beautiful 
trees. I remember, when I was a little girl, I 
was told to find the answer to this question, — 
‘‘Tell me of a verse where seven beautiful trees 
are mentioned together ? ” Diligently I searched 
fpr the verse, and ever afterwards remembered 
it ; and now I will tell it to you : — “I will j lant 
in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and 
the myrtle, and the oil tree ; I will set in the 
desert'the fir tree, and Ibe pin^ and the box tree 
together.” (Isa. xli 10.) This glorious time is 
to be when Jesus shidl come to restore the 
Jews, and bring peace upon the earth. And, 
again, of that glorious time it is written, — “ The 
glory^of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir 
tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to 
beiwutify the place of my sanctuiy ;,_and I will 
make the place of my feet glorious.” (Isa. xL 1 3.) 

THE or HUSK TEEE. 

t 

This is an eveigreen, not unlike an apple tree 
in size and shape. Its fruit is a kind of long 
*pod, or bean, which when quite ripe is soft, and 
gummy in taste. It is used as food for pigs in 
' many parts of the East, as in Cyprus, where it 
grows in great quantities. In parts of Syria, 
whare there are not many pigs, it is made into 
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a kind* of treacle. This is thd tree ^hich is 
mentioned in the parable of th® prodigal son, 
who was sent into the fields to feed sWine, and 
who would fain have filled his belly with 
the husks the swine did ‘eat.” (Luke xv.) 

This tree is sometimes called the locust tree, 
as well as the kharfib. 

THE MYETLE TEEE 

This is also a pretty evergreen tree, bearing a 
small white flower. It is a great favourite in 
England ; but \wll not always live out of doors 
during winter, foif its native home is a warmer 
country. I have already told you of one verse 
in which the myrtle is mentioned among the 
beautiful trees of the Bible. It is again men- 
tioned by the prophet Isaiah, in that time when 
the earth shall be beautified, and freed from sin ; 
when '"ingtead of the brier shall come up the 
myrtle tree.” (Isaiah Iv. 13) In a vision of the 
prophet Zechanah, he saw many myrtle trees. 
(Zcch. i. 8.) Myitle branches were used in one 
ofr the feasts of the Jews, called the Feast of 
Tabemacles ; during which feast, they were to 
make booths, or tents, of the branches of dif- 
ferent trees, and live in them for sevQ^ days. 
In Nehemiah, we hear of his restoring this feast 
after the return of twoj, of the^ tribes from cap- 
tivity. (Neh. viii 15.) % 
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ji THE FIG TBEE. 

The fig has always been a great favourite among 
the southern nations of Europe, and the East 
It is a large tree, with immense smooth looking 
leavea The fruit is oval shaped, soft and juicy, 
very nourishing, sweet and wholesome. The 
figs grow on the branches or bark of the tree. 
Many fig trees have three crops of figs during 
thb year; and in most cases the fruit comes 
before the leavei^ instead of after, as on other 
trees. Perhaps you remember how one day when 
Jesus was feeling hungry, — He' saw “ a fig tree 
in the way, He came to it ahd found nothing 
thereon, but leaves only.” This fig tree was a 
barren one, so Jesus pronounced a curse upon it 
saying, — “Let no fruit grow on thee hence- 
forward fdr ever. And presently the fig tree 
withered away.” (Matt xxi. 19.) 

All fig trees have a kind of oily, substance 
inside them, which nourishes and makes them 
fruitful : if there was not plenty of this sap, the 
tree would become unfruitful. There was a parable 
of a barren fig tree, spoken by Jesus. It wits 
this : “ A certain man had a fig tree planted in 
his vineyard : and he came and sought fruit there- 
on, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser 
of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come 
seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none : cut 
it down why cumbereth it the ground? And 
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he ans\^ering said unto hiin> LoM, let it alone 
IMs y^ar also, till I shall dig aboht it, and dung 
it : and if it bear fruit, well : and if not, then 
after that thou shalt cut it down,” (Luke xiii. 
6 — 9 .) 

Now there are some very important lessons, 
.dear children, to be learnt from this parable. 
The*fig tree was, you see, planted among vines. 
It was a^tree unlike the others in the vineyafti. 
The owner of the vineyard is God : the vineyard 
is His Church ; the trees, those who call them- 
selves Christians. The vine-dresser is the Sa- 
viour, who pleads* with God to spare sinners a 
little longer, when they are not bringing forth 
the fruits of righteousness. 

I have often told you, dear children, that to 
be a Christian only in name, will do no good. 
God expects fruits, or works of faith, other- 
wise therms no real faith in Jesus Christ, as 
there ought to be. It is not enough to say you 
believe in God : the devils believe, but they do not 
show their faith to be a rigHt one. You aU have 
a work to do for God ; and year after year God 
bears with sinners. Some He calls to Himself, 
by sending them trouble ; to others He sends a 
deep repentance, and stings of conscience which 
rouses them out of their barrenness. But with 
others, again, all God’s. calls aje of no use, and 
they are cut down as worthless, to be burned. 
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It is a curicfias fact that fig trees require very 
careful attendance to make them fruitful. Their 
roots must he dug about well, all the stones 
picked from them, and manure, or what wOl 
nourish them, must be abundantly supplied. 
If, after aU this has been done for three years, 
and the fig t^ee does not bear fruit, it is then con- 
sidered barren, and cut down. By this you^will 
s6b the meaning of the parable, and ^why the 
vinedresser wished to do all this before the tree 
was cut down. 

The wood of the fig tree is considered valuable. 
It is rather soft, but it lasts'" long. It was for 
this reason the Egyptians used it so much for 
making coffins for embalmed bodies. Perhaps 
you do not know what “embalming** means: 
it is something which is done to the dead bodies 
of persons, to keep them from decaying, or being 
destroyed by worms when they are buried. The 
I^yptians believed that if they thus preserved 
the body, the soul or spirit would stiU lemain 
in it, and would be safe and happy. This, you 
know, dear childi*en, is not the truth of God’s 
Word. It matters little what becomes of our 
poor worthless bodies; for when death comes, 
the soul and body are parted at once, and will 
not again be united until God raises up the 
Saints in a new, and glprious body. Even Job 
knew tMs beautiful truth, when, in his great 
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^rrow,*he, thousands of years ago, said these 
words, — “ I know that my Eedediner liveth, and 
that He shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth ; and though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see Gk)d.'’ 
(Job xix. 25, 26.) 

Perhaps you will remember that the bodies of 
Jaci5b and Joseph were embalmed in Egypt, 
because j;hey died there, and it was the cuetotn, 
and because their bodies had a long way to travel 
before they reached their buiial place, in the 
land of Canaan.* But these holy men knew well 
the glorious truth*of the resuirection, and feared 
not the thought of their bodies mouldering in 
the grave. 

Egypt and Canaan were celebrated for fig 
trees, and in these lands they still grow. (Psalm 
CV.33. Num. xiii23. DeutviiiS.) There are still 
fig tiees OQ, the Mount of Olives ; and Bethpliage, 
a village mentioned in the New Testament, means 
“ the house of figs ; ” though, no doubt, the few 
fig trees near that village now are only small 
remains of the numbers which once grew so 
abundantly. 

The bursting out of the tender green of the fig 
tree was a sign of summer. To this Jesuii refers 
the Jews, that, aS they looked for the coming of 
summer from the early leave§, so, when they 
saw signs of war and trouble of whicl^He had 
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told them, they might know that His w.ord was 
coming to pass. (Matthew xxiv. 32. Song 6lf 
Sol. ii 11—13.) 

Mge were not only eaten fresh, but dried and 
made into cakes; perhaps something in the 
manner we now see them brought to England. 
We read of dried figs used thus, two or three 
times, and also of their being sent as presents. 
(tSam. XXX. 12; xxv. 18. 1 Chron. xii. 40.) Tliey 
were sold in Jewish maikets, and the prophet 
Nehemiah found some of the Jews doing this 
even on the Sabbath day. (Neh. xiiL 16.) The 
fruit was also sometimes kept in baskets. Jer- 
emiah saw in a vision two baskets of figs, one 
very good, like the first ripe crop, which were 
esteemed more than the other crops, and one 
basket of veiy bad figs. These two kinds were 
to represent the obedient and disobedient Jews. 
(Jer. xxiv. 1—8.) 

The failure or destruction of fig trees and 
their fruit was regarded as a great trouble, and 
God sent this punishment sometimes for sin. 
There is, however, a beautiful prayer of faith, 
written by the prophet Habakkuk, in which he 
expre^fes his firm trust in God, in famine and 
troubl^. He says, — “Although the fig tree shall 
not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines ; 
the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields 
shall yield no meat ; the flocks shall be cut off 
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from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the 
stalls : yet I will joy in the God o^ my salvation.’* 
(Hab. iii 17.) God also sometimes threat<med 
to send enemies upon the Jews, who should eat 
up the fruit of their trees. (Jer. v. 17-) And 
locusts also were sent, who ate the bark as 
trell as the leaves and fruit. (Joel i 4, 7, 12. 
Amos iv. 9.) 

The idea •of peace is beautifully shown by 
some vefses in the Bible. In the days of Sol- 
omon, whose wisdom and greatness made aU 
his enemies afrg.id to attack him, there was a 
rest and quietness to Israel, such as they had 
never enjoyed before, for it is said, — “Judah 
and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vinOt 
and under his fig tree, from Dan even to Beer* 
sheba.” (1 Kings iv. 26.) These towns were at 
the north and south ends of Palestine; so that it 
means all was rest and peace, and people could 
sit under ^he cool shade of their trees* without 
fear of war, or their enemies. A time is yet to 
come when once again the Saviour has promised 
a l^oly peace to the world When He, a greater 
king than Solomon, shall reign, then shall come 
that happy time when every man shall sit under 
his vine and fig tree, “and none shall make them 
afraid ; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath 
spoken it.” (Micah iv. 4) * 

One of the disciples of JesusVas siiting under 
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the shade of a fig tree when his Lord and Master 
first saw him, apd looking into his heart Se knejsp 
an “Israelite indeed in whom was no guila” 
Guile is deceit. Oh, dear children, what a blessed 
thing was this to have ^aid of him ; and by the 
Saviour too, who kpew the secrets of all hearts I 
Would it could be said of you, dear ones, as of 
Nathaniel, that you have “ no guile ; ” but alas, 
yo,ur own hearts must teU you ho-w many evil 
thoughts you have in thorn, and how many evil 
passions you show. Oh^ pray that the guile 
may be taken away from you, and that you may 
go to meet Jesus as Nathaniel did ; confess His 
faith, become His disciple, and follow Him man- 
fully, 

Wiere is one miracle more I must not forget 
to mention about the fig tree, before I close. Do 
you remember the good king Hezekiah, of Judah, 
who became so ill that he was about to die. But 
he prayed mcjst earnestly that he might recover. 
God heard his prayer, and added to his life fif- 
teen years. Ho was cured by a plaster of figs 
being laid upon the boil, by command of the 
prophet Isaiah. (2 Kings xx. 7. Isa. xxxviii. 2i.) 
But the chapter about the figs would not be com- 
plete either, if I forgot to remind you once more 
of what you know so well, of the first mention 
of the fig tree in the Bible ; which, indeed, is the 
first tree jpientioned by name, except the tree of 
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knowledge of good and evil, whicl^ was foAidden 
4o^be eaten. The large smooth leaves of the fig 
ti’ee Adam and Eve sewed togetlier, and made 
themselves aprons to hide their shame. (Gren. 
iii. 7.) They had indeed fallen low, when even 
leaves, which fade and die, were thought suf- 
ficient to hide them from that eye of God which 
•secth aU things. You have been taught, I doubt 
not, that hymn of Dr. Watts’, which always made 
me feel God’s eye upon me when I was a child ; 
and the "words still often come into my mind, 
and I hope check sinful thoughts and actions 
sometimes. * 

“ Almighty God, Thy piercing eyo 
Strikes through the shades of night, 

And our most secret actions lie 
All open to Thy sight 


“ Thejp’s not a sin that we commit, 
Nor wicked word we say, 

But in God’s dreadful hook ’tis writ. 
Against the judgment day. 

' “ Lord, at Thy feet ashamed I lie, 
Upward I dare not look : 

Pardon my sins before I die, 

And blot them from Thy hook.*' 


I hope that this, dear childisen, wil^ ever be 
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your player, and then you need not fear, with 
ains washed in the blood of Jesus, to sthnd b^v 
fore the judgment throne ; for you will know 
that though your sins have been many, they are 
forgiven, and your names written in the book of 
lifa 
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These are vt^j^^'Opmions as to what is meant 
by the teil tree, — ^mentioDed but once I believe 
in the Bible. By ^me it was supposed to be the 
lime, or linden tree ; one of the largest and most 
graceful trees of the forest, and once so much 
cultivated by the Jews. The wood was almost 
as useful as that of the oak ; while its flowers 
were delightful food for bees. 

Other people, again, think the tail ttee is the 
terebinth,— which is not unlike the eak, and 
which grows in Palestine. It has feaUieTing, 
sharp-pointed leaves and small flowers, whi^ 
afterwards turn to clusters of beciaea, sorhething 
lik*b grapes. It is supposed that in many places 
where the oak is mentioned in the Bil^, the 
terebinth is meant. The terebinih Jives to a 
great age ; and before its trunk become? rotten, 
there is said to rise from its roots a new shook or 
young tree, which grows up imthe pl^ce of the 
B b 
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old one. This'is thought to be the meaning of 
Isaiah, when bo speaks of a small numl&ei who* 
shall be saved from the great destruction of the 
Jews. He says, — ^They shall be “ as a teil tree, 
and as an oak, whose substance is in them when 
they cast their leaves : so the holy seed shall be 
the substance thereof.” 

THE MULBEMIY ob SYCAMINE TREE. 

TkEBE are two kinds of mulberry trees {n Pales- 
tine : the one called the white, the other the 
black mulberry. It is a most useful tree, and 
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its leaves are the chief food of sAkworma, The 
'Wack mnlberiy is often planted in the courts of 
houses. Its fruit is pleasant and cooling, and, 
mingled with water and violets, is often drunk 
by the natives. Once when the PkOistines came 
up to fight against David, he was near a grove 
of mulberry trees with his army, and God told 
him. to stand near the grove, “and let it be, 
when thoiThearest the sound of a going in libe 
tops of {he mulberry trees, that then thou shalt 
bestir thyself : for then shall the Lord go out 
before thee to syute the host of the Philistines.*^ 
(2 Sam. V. 23, 24^ 1 Chron. xiv. 14) 

Thus, you see, the breeze rustling amongst the 
leaves of the trees, was made the sign of a vich 
tory in battle. The sycamine tree is once t^ken 
of in the Kew Testament, in a lesson of feith 
taught by Jesus. (Luke xvii 5) 

^HE ^AND THE PINE. . 

There are several different kinds of fir treep; 
all more or less handsome, with their graoeftil 
feathery branches, and dark evergreen foliage. 
The pine is the most beautiful of the fir trees. 
Perhaps you have seen pine woods, and noticed 
hoTVbeautifully in winter the dark sombre green, 
and hanging Inranches of the trees, contrast with 
the snow-covered ground around. * 

The wood or timber bf fir tites is dalled deal. 
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and is more fi'eqnently used than any other 
wood, being less expensive. Almost all common ' 
things are made of deal The masts of ships, 
are the stems of fir trees, which grow very 
tall and straight. From* the sap of the pine tree 
various things are made, — such as tar, pitch, 
turpentine, rosin, etc. There are many kinds 
of pine tree growing upon the mountains of 
Lebanon and Hermon. The cones of these pines 
contain pine-nuts, which, when gathered ripe, 
and dried, are much used in cooking. Some 
people think these pine cones were the myrrh, 
in which the Ishmaelites who bought Joseph, 
traded.* 

> The pine tree is mentioned two or three times 
in the Bible ; and the fir tree is very frequently 
alluded to. Pine branches were used at the 
Feast of Tabernacles, kept in Nehemiah’s time : 
and both the pine and the fir are among the 
beautifuf trees which are to be planted at some 
future time in the desert ; — and they are also to 
adorn the new Sanctuary, or House of God, when 
Jesus shall come the second time. (Isaiah lx. 13.) 
A great deal of fir timber was used, as well 
as cedar, in the building of Solomon's Temple : 
Hiram, king of Tyre, sending the wood in floats 
down tKe sea. The floors and two doors of the 


* Sil ^^The Land and 'the Book,” page 511. 
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tempk were all of fir wood. (Sefi 1 Sings, v. vi 
* 6ant. i. 17.) • 

When a wicked king of Assyria once invaded 
Israel, he threatened to cut down the cedars of 
Lebanon, and the tall fir trees of Israel. (2 Kings 
xix. 23. Is. xxxvii. 24.) And when the enemies 
of Israel were destroyed, the fir trees and cedars 
are described as rejoicing. (la xiv. 8.) Fir trees 
were often** a refuge for the stork to build her 
nest in. *(See Psa. civ. 17.) Of the wood of the 
fir, instruments of music were made ; on which 
David and his people played when they fetched 
the ark from Kiijath-jearim. (2 Samuel vi. 5.) 
The ship-boards of Tyre, in her gloiy, were made 
of fir wood ; the masts of cedar, and the oars of 
the strong oak. (See Eze. xxvii. 5, 6.) 

When fir trees were green and healthy, they 
yielded much fruit ; with these Ephraim, when 
sorry for^his sins, was compared. (Hosea xiv. 8.) 
When the destruction of Jerusalem ft spoken 
of by Zechariah, the fir tree is told to howl ; 
which of course is what is called figurative lan- 
guage : as again, in the destruction of Nineveh, 
Nahum says, — ^the “fir trees shall be terribly 
shaken.” (Nahum ii. 3) This meant how aU 
should be changed, and seem to shake as if 
afraid : so dreadful should be God’s judgments. 

I think I have now told you nearly all that 
is mentioned in the Bitle aboift the nr tree. 
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THE OAK. 

# • 

Perhaps there is no tree so dear to English 
hearts as the oak. Who has not heard of the 
British oak, from which the splendid men-of-war 
are made; and the sailors of those ships, who are 
said to have hearts as firm and strong as the 
giant oak itself 2 

^ might almost write a separate '^ook about 
the value and use of the oak ; but I must not 
say much of it here. Eveiy part of the tree 
is valuable. The wood is chiefly .used in England 
for ship-building ; and to build a moderate-sized 
man-of-war, it takes 2,000 trees. When Tyre 
was in her glory, she used oars of oak. The bark 
of the tree is valuable for tanning and dyeing. 

Do you remember anything about a tanner in 
the Bible 2 There was one Simon a tanner, who 
lived at Joppa, and at whose house Simon Peter 
lodged, when he had that remarkable vision, 
which showed him that from that time the 
Gentile^ were to have Gospel privileges as well 
as the Jews. The sawdust and ashes of the oak 
are very useful also ; and the roots are made 
into handles for knives, hammers, and such 
things. The fruit of the oak is called an acorn ; 
and in fermer times the ancient people of Britain 
used It for food ; — ^now it is chiefly valued as 
food for pigs : for which It is very wholesome. 
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Oaks lire to a great age. Ther$ is an aged oak 
still standing near Hebron, whipb is by many 
believed to be the tree under which Abraham 
brought the food to the angels, who came to 
teU him of God’s promise of a soa "Whether 
this be true or not, I cannot tell you, though it 
is still called “Abraham’s oalc.” 

Qaks are the largest and grandest trees in 
Palestine ;''Und there are still remaining jSor- 
ests of ^em, extending many miles. The oaks 
of Bashan are often mentioned in the Bible, as 
very grand and,maje8tic. 

1 have told you before how often idolatries 
were committed under trees v hich were regarded 
as sacred. Kow no tree was held so sacred as 
the oak in Palestine ; and it is within oaks 
chiefly that spirits are supposed to dwell. People 
used formerly to choose high places, as well 
as groves, for idolatry, that they might be seen 
from a distance. There is still on the tbp of the 
mountain of Lebanon, a mound for worship, and 
a grove of oaks near it (Isaiah Ivii. 6., nuug) 
Isaiah prophecies, however, of a time wften idol- 
aters shall be ashamed of the oaks they have 
desired : and when the wicked shall fade as an 
oak leaf fades in antumn time. (Isaiah i 29, 30.) 
There are many verses where idolatnes under 
oaks are especially spoken about, which yOu may 
look out for yourselves.* (£ze. vl. 13. £[os. iv. 13.) 
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Under an dak idols were once buried by 
Jacob, at Shechem, when he found some of his* 
people were worshiping them. (Qen. xxxv. 4) 
A few verses further -on, we read of Deborah, 
Eachers nurse, dying, and being buried under 
an pak, which was afterwards called “ the oak of 
weeping:” (v. 8). Saul and his sons too were 
buried under an oak near Jabesh Gilead, after 
th«y had been slain on mount GilboSf (1 Chron. 
X. 12.) An angel who appeared to Gideon to 
tell him he was to deliver Israel from their ene- 
mies, sat down under an oak. (Jud. vi. 11, 19.) 
The disobedient prophet was found sitting under 
an oak, by the wicked old prophet who tempted 
him back to Bethel, when God had forbidden 
him to return. (1 Kings xiii. 14.) 

When God made a covenant with the Israel- 
ites under Joshua, the words of the law were 
written in a book, and a great stone was set up 
under ari oak, by Joshua, in token of the agree- 
ment (Joshua xxiv. 26.) 

The was used as a sign of various things. 
In Isa. vL 13, it was to represent the Church, or 
holy people. Strong but wicked rulers were com- 
pared with “ oaks of Bashan.” (Isa ii. 13. Zech. 
xi 2.) The strength of the Amorite was com- 
pared Tnth the oaks. (Amos ii. 9.) But I must 
not fotget to remind you of Absalom, that dis- 
obedient son of David, who rebelled against his 
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father and tried to make himself His hair, 
*'«hich was beaatiful, and of he was so 
proud, was the means of his destruction. A 
battle was fought^ between Absalom’s Mends 
•end his father David’s Mends, in which Absar 
lorn was obliged to fly away on a mule. As he 
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passed under the boughs of a thick oak, his long 
flowing hair was caught in the branches; the 
mule went away from under him, and he was 
left hanging there; where he was soon found, and 
killed by his cousin Joab. You see th5 very 
thing he loved so much hastened his deat^ 



And it often iiappens that what we prize too 
much is mad^the cause of pain and 'troubie' 
to us. What a sad weaning is Absalom to aU 
wicked childien. Slain in rebellion against his 
own father) He was buried in the tomb he hari 
built near Jerusalem, and which is still standing, 
and bears his name. The Jewish parents bring 
their children to this tomb, tell them of .Absa- 
lom’s sin, and then teach them to'^pit upon it 
and throw ston^ at the building. ‘ This is 
foolish, because the tomb has not done wrong; 
and if i^e bones of Absalom pxe really inside, 
they have no feeling, and no good can be gained 
by abusing them. But I hope you, dear young 
readers, wdl not forget to learn a lesson from 
the heavy punishment of a disobedient son, and 
remember the Fifth Commandment, which en- 
joins all children to honor and obey thrir parents. 

. THE SYCAMORE TREE. ‘ 

This Bible tree is not what we call the sycamore 
in England, but a large tree which bears a kind 
of common fig, of a yellowish green colour. It is a 
noble-looking tree, with wide-spreading branches. 
It grows very plentifully in the valleys where it 
is warm and sunny, but a severe frost will some- 
times kill it, It is said in one of the Psalms, 
that God “destroyed their vines with hail, and 
their sycamores trith frcdt” (Psa. Izzviii 47.) 
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The sycamore wood is Bot thhnglit much of 
ixF Palestine. When Solomon wa% king of Israel, 
we are told '‘the king made silver to be in Jeru- 
salem as stones, and cedars made he to be as the 
*'eycamore trees that are* in the vale, for abun- 
dance.” (1 Elings X. 27.) They were, however, 
grown in the king’s land with the' olives, and a 
man.4irppointed to look over them. (1 Chroa. 
xxviif 27.) The pride of Ephraim was spokeu/)f 
by Isaiafi, and he says they boasted that though 
the sycamores were cut down they would change 
them into cedar%. (Isa ix. 10 ) The figs which 
the sycamore produces are not very pleasant 
in taste, and are only eaten by the very poor 
people. To be a gatherer of sycamore fruit is 
considered a low business, and only very poor 
persons are employed in it. Amos the prophet 
was a gatherer of sycamore fruit, and he told 
king Amq^iah this as an excuse for his roughness 
of language. (AmosviL14) * 

Sycamore trees were generally planted by the 
way-side. I dare say you remember the account 
of Zacchseus the publican, who was a very little 
mah. He wanted to see Jesus, but could not 
for the multitude of people; so he ran before, 
and climbed into a sycamore Irea Jesus who 
knew all things, knew that he was there,* and as 
He passed, He looked uj, and called to Zacflhmus 
to make haste and come dowil, for lie would 
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that day stay* at his house. Veiy gladly Zac- 
ehaeus obeyed, and received the Saviour; aii<{ 
on that day we are told salvation came to his 
house, because he believed in Jesus, and became 
a convert. Oh, that each and all of you, deew-’ 
children, would receive Jesus into your hearts 
as willingly as Zacchseus received Him. You 
cannot now have Jesus as your guest His 
human form, as Zacchmus had, brft you cij-n re- 
ceive Him into your hearts just the same as he 
did. Jesus only waits to be asked. He says, — 
" Behold, I stand at the door, ayid knock ; if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come unto him, and will sup with him, and he 
with me.” (Eev. iii. 20.) The door at which 
Jesus knocks is your heart. He waits to be 
asked to come in. Oh ! do not keep Him stand- 
ing there. Keceive Him now, while He is 
waiting to be gracious, lest He should leave 
that dodr— so long closed against Him. 

THE WILLOW TREE. 

!SasRE are many different kinds of these grace- 
fill trees, ^ which generally grow by the water- 
side. The one we perhaps know best is the 
ipreeping willow; which droops so gracefully 
down, its long feathery leaves sweeping the 
ground.' The branches of the willow are most 
useful fe)r*makiilg, bask^ ; they were long ago 
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mucli used by the Druids of Gfeat Britain, — 
Vho did not, however, make theirjbaskets for the 
same purpose that we do in the present day ; 
they sometimes wove enormous cages of wil- 
Jow boughs, in which they put their prisoners 
of war, as victims for sacrifice ; to these huge 
baskets they set fire, and burned the poor creo*- 
‘ture^^^iii their willow prisons. The ancient 
Britorfs were^ famous for their skill in wickeiv 
woik ; and they even made boats of wicker which 
they used on the sea. The wood Of the willow, 
as well as the branches, is very useful for many 
things. It has been for some hundreds of 
years considered a mourning tree, except by the 
Persian and Arabian nations, who value it much, 
and regard it as an emblem of happiness, and 
make from its flowers a very sweet perfuma 
Once the Jews used it also in their joyful Feast 
of Tabernacles (see Leviticus xxui. 40—42) ; but 
afterwards, when carried captive far aw^y from 
their own bright land, we read, — “By the rivers 
of Babylon, there we sat down : yea, we wept, 
when we remembered Zion. We hanged our haips 
up(>n willows in the midst thereof.” (Psalm 
cxxxvii 1, 2.) The rivers of Babylon mean the 
waters of the river Euphrates, which once 
flowed quite through the middle of th^ great 
city. But Babylon is now no more. For ages 
even the site of the cit^ was utiknowii, though 
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her mighty liv^ stiU flowed along ; and even to 
this day its hanks are adome^with graced 
willow trees, reminding travellers' of the poor 
captive Jews whose haips were hung upon them. 
Perhaps you have heard of the curious expraso 
sion, — “ Wearing the willow.” People in sadness 
sometimes wore wfllows formerly, to show their 
sorrow ; and often willow trees were •j^anted 
over graves : so that “wearing the wOlW” Ipeant 
wearing signs of troubla Job speaks of the 
behemotiiheii^ compassed about by the “wil- 
lows of the brook.” (Job xL 22.) Isaiah twice 
speaks of the willow, — ^first, in chap. xv. 7, and 
Bgdn xliv. 4 ; in which verse God says of His 
people, — “They shall spring up as among the 
grass, as willows by the water courses.” The 
willow grows very quickly, and is therefore a 
very proper tree to be compared with the rapid 
growth of the righteoua The last verse in 
which the willow is mentioned, is in Ezekiel 
xvii. 5, in which, in a parable, Israel is com- 



^th a willow planted by the waters. 
THffUlptTAH oa SHUTIM TBEE. c 


This taiee is generally thought to mean the 


acacia tree, which grows so beautifully in the 
deserts'of Arabia, and q||prhich it is by far the 
largest and most handsome tree. The wood is 
Kflid , fine, and ‘'beautiful: the bark is thorny, 
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and, in tlie Hebrew language, is called ^^shouta,'" 
""--twhicB signjfes to turn to an4 per^ 

haps means mt animals turn from it on ac* 
count of its thorns. It has bunches of sweet, 
.yellow, hanging flowers. ‘There is a vallejr called 
the Vale of Shittim, which is referred to by 
Joel, when speaking of the latter days, and the 
’glorifia^which shall then take place : — ** It shall 
comeiTo pass* in that day, that the mountams 
shall'^drop down new wine, and the hills shall 
flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall 
flow with waters, and a fountain shall come 
forth of the houses of the Lord, and shall water 
the valley of Shittim** (Joel iii 18.) There 
was a plain in Moab called Abel Shittim, in 
which the children of Israel were abiding when, 
from the mountains near, Balak brought Balaam 
to curse them. It was supposed this vale was 
so-called the groves of acacia trees which 
grew there, and among which the teiife of the 
children of Israel were lying, when the wicked 
prophet looked down upon them, wisl^ing to 
curse them. (Micah vi. 6.) When the tabernacle 
wa^ to be set up in the wildettiess, among the 
list of things given to Moses to prepare for it 
was shittim wood.* (Exodus xxv. 6.) The ark, 
— that holy chest, or boor, in which w^ kept 

* The burning bush, whid^ Moses sajr on Horeb, is gene- 
rally supposed to have been a diittaJi tree. 



things to remihd the Israelites of God, and on 
the top of wl^ph was a seat caflgd the meray-"^ 
seat, guarded by two cherubims,w angel-figures, 
— ^was to he made of shittim wood, overlaid with 
pure gold. On this mercy-seat the glory of Giwi 
appeared in a cloud, when He descended to talk 
to Moses, which glory also filled the tabernacle. 
The table on which was kept the 8h^J;>read 
was to be made of shittim wood, as ^11 as 
staves for it ; and the boards of the fabemacle 
were of shittim wood, overlaid with pure gold. 
The shittah being a tree of the ^desert, God most 
likely chose it for the tabernacle, because the 
Israelites could readily get it ; for being strangers 
and wanderers, who had as yet no settled home, 
they were unable to procure for themselves more 
valuable material Thus God graciously remem- 
bered their need ; and it was not until long after 
their entrance into the promised land^ that the 
more coStly wood of cedar was employed in the 
work of the new house which God commanded 
Solomon to build 

THE POMEGRANATE TREE. 

The pomegranate is not a very large tree ; but 
it is thick and thorny. The fruit somewhat 
resemHieB apples on the outside, though not 
the skme colour. The flowers are of a beautiful 
and rich crimsfin, and look very gay when in 
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full bloom. The fruit of the pomegranate has 
^ a4ways*been much liked, aiid ie sweet and re- 
freshing. do not often see it in England, 
though sometimes it is sold in fruiterers’ shops, 

> The tree grows well in' Egypt ; and it was me 
of the fruits for which the Israelites munnuied 
in the wilderness. (Numbers, xx. 6.) Canaan waaT 
* a lan d;^f pomegranates ; and they were among 
the mdts which the twelve spies brought Witib. 
them, When they returned from searching the 
land (Numbers xiii 23) ; and Moses reminded 
them of this, iij one of his addresses to them 
(Dcuteron. viii 8.) There were orchards of pome- 
granates in Solomon’s time, and wine, which was 
drunk mixed with spices, was made from them 
(Song of Sol. iv. 13 ; viiL 2) 

Sometimes the trees grew so thick, as to be a 
pleasant shade, and in the hot season people 
lived un^er them. Even Saul, when king of 
Israel, remained under one for some time, when 
in Gibeah: (1 Samuel xiv. 2.) When the pome- 
granates were blasted and withered, it t^as con- 
sidered a great trouble (Joel i. It ) : but when 
God promises to bless His people by the mouth 
of the piophet Haggai (ii 19), He gives His 
word to make the fruit trees yield abundantly. 
On the splendid robe of the High Priest, there 
w^ere figures of pomegranates, work^ in* blue, 
purple, scarlet, and twined linen! (Ex. xxxix 24.) 
c c 



The two pillars of the Temple of Solomon, to 
which he gave the names of Jachin and Boa«,* 
had pomegranates of brass, — ^two hundred rows 
of them ; which must have looked very grand 
and massive. (1 Kings ‘vii 18 — 20.) 

The Church of Jesus Christ is compared with 
an orchard of pomegranates (Song of Solomon 
iv. 13) ; and the holy people with their 't^auty 
0.V? 3.) In this Song of Solomon thert* are 
many allusions to pomegranates, from \vhicli we 
learn how much the fruit was esteemed for its 
beauty, richness, and sweetness. 

THE OLIVE OR OIL TREE. 

I HAVE mentioned I believe eveiy tree of the 
Bible except two, — ^the olive or oil tree, and the 
palm. But, perhaps, of all trees in that Holy 
book, none are mentioned so often, or in such 
glowing ahd beautiful terms. 

The ofive is a tree of silvery-looking foliage, 
which makes it in the distance have some- 
what the appearance pf a willow. It is not a 
lofty or grand looking tree, but one which, in 
its usefulness to man, must be considered 
amongst tbe first. Wherever the olive grows the 
count^ is rich around ; and there wm a time 
when FIdestine abounded in olive yards. There 

I. 

Jachia ** He shall establish } ** Boaz, In it is 

strength.’’ 
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are many grown, but few in comparison 
trith the time of old. The olive is cnnons in 
the manner in which its roots strike out, until 
they find a refuge on rocky soil : it is said that 
the olive languishes, or dies, if it cannot rest its 
roots on a rock. Dear children, there is a Bock 
on which I trust you will all rest, — I mean thiST*" 
spirtl5*ftl Eock, which is Jesus Christ- if you 
do Uot rest your soul on Him, you must irf t3lie 
ena droop and die, — as the olive does without its 
rock of stone. Oh, then, put your trust in the 
Eock of Ages, •which endureth for ever ^ 

The olive grcfws on hills, though not very 
high ones : so many grew on a mountain near 
Jerusalem, that it was called the Mount of 
Olives, of which I liope to tell you some future 
time There is no tree which hears so many 
flowers as the olive ; but it shakes off hundreds 
which are useless, and whict would ijever form 
into berries, from which the valuable olive oil is 
extracted. 

Eliphaz, Job's friend, says of those who trust 
in foolish and vain things, — ^he shall cast off 
his flower as the olive.” (Job xv. 33) The 
olive is a slow tree in growing : it is seven years 
before it yields berries, and t^ or fifteen more 
before the fruit is really good ; but whep once 
it does so, it goes op for hijndreds of years, 
bearing fruit. We may compare this with people 
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who are often years before the world can tell 
whether they are true believers in Jesns Christ, 
seeing they do not openly show their good fruit, 
but who in the end become earnest workers, and 
bring forth milcli fruit to God’s glory. .When an 
olive once becomes fruitful it requires little care, 
‘and will, even when neglected, go on yielding 
fruit year after year. So, the true follo'v^ of 
the Saviour, though wicked people fiatOj^ des]^»ise, 
and neglect them, will still go on, bringing forth 
more fruit, year after year, when all seems against 
tibem. 

In Palestine the people wOuld hardly know 
what to do without the olive : they use the oil 
for cooking and for lighting their lamps, while 
the berry is common food, eaten with bread. 
You may believe then, what a sad thing i^t was 
for the olive tree not to yield its fruit, or to be 
blighted.^ (Habbak. iii. 18.) Olive tiees were 
among the IMngs promised by God in the good 
land, to which the Israelites were journeying 
through? the wilderness. (Deut vi. 11 ; vhi. 8.) 

In the parable of the trees, of which I have 
told you before, the olive is made to say, “Should 
I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they hon- 
our and man, and go to be promoted over 
the ti^ees?^’ (Judges ix. 9.) When a king of 
Assyria wanted^ to tempt the people of Judah 
away from Hezekiah, he promised to take them 
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to a land of “ oil olives and honey.” (2 Kings 
xviii S2.) Solomon had a mai^ not only as an 
overseer of the olive trees which were growing, 
but another over the cellars for the oil taken 
from the olive berries. ‘(1 Chron. xxvii 28.) 

In former times the oil was beaten out of the 
berries, or crushed out between two stones: thefflf^ 
wasu^^xiQmmand about this given to the Israelites 
(Deuteronoiby xxiv. 20), — that when they •ga- 
thered their olive berries they were to leave 
a small number for the poor people ; just the 
same as they .were to leave a small portion 
of wheat in thoir corn fields for those who 
had no corn of their own. When the fruit of 
the olive is ripe, the owners get into the tree 
and shake it with all their might, to make 
the berries fall to the ground. But there are 
always a few olives left after the shaking, 
and these are for the poor people. The shak- 
ing of the olive tree, and the few berried left 
on the branches, is twice spoken of by Isaiah; 
who compares the few berries left with the 
small number of those among the Jews, who 
shbuld still cleave to God, when the rest had 
become idolaters: he says, — ‘'Yet gleaning 
grapes shall be left, in it, as the shaking of 
an olive tree : two or three berries in the top of 
the uppermost bough;^ four or five in the out- 
most fruitful branches thereof saith the Lord 
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God of Israel.” (Isa. xviL 6.) And ugain, when 
the land had hecome so wicked, he says^-^ 
** When thus it shall be in the midst of the 
land among the people, there shall be as the 
shaking of an olive tioe, and as the gleaning 
grapes when the vintage is done. They shall 
•^1 up their voice, they shall sing for the 
majesty of the Lord, they shall cry alajjd^feom 
the ttea.” (Isa. xxiv. 13, 14.) 

Every seventh year the fruit of the olive was 
not to be gathered by the owners, but left en- 
tirely for the poor people. (Exod. .xxiii. 11.) This 
was in the time of Moses ; now’ this law is not 
attended to, and only the gleaning is left for 
them. 

The fruit of the olive is pressed between stone 
mills, to bring out the oil Once it was trodden 
out by the feet of men ; this is spoken of by the 
prophets Micah (vi. 15), and Haggai j,(ii. 16). 
The two cher^ims, or angel figures, in Solomon’s 
Temple, were made of olive wood, also the doors 
and poBif of the temple. (1 Kings vi. 23, 30 — 
33.) Olive wood is not, however, so much used 
as cedar or fir. Branches of olives were carried 
at the Fe^t of Tabernacles. Ever since the time 
that Noah’s dove brought an olive leaf in her 
mouth, after the floo(h the olive branch has 
been considered an emblem, or sign, of peace ; 
because the dove ‘finding the olive leaf, showed 
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that God had made the waters to cease, and His 
anger was turned from man. Dijves are still very 
fond of olive trees, and build their nests in them. 

The J ewish people were compared ly God with 
“a ^een olive tree, fair/and of gqodjiy fruit” (Jk. 
xi. 16) : the Word of God and Jesus Christ are 
compared with olive trees, by Zech iv. 
the.ri<Thteou8 also, by David, with green olive 
trees (Psalm lii. 8) ; and, again, with the beauty 
of the ofive, by Hosea (xiv, 6). The two witnesses 
for God’s truth are compared with two olive trees, 
standing before; God. (Kevelation xi. 3, 4.) Then 
in Psalm cxxiii., we have a beautiful verse, repx€H 
senting the children of the righteous man as “olive 
branches round about his table.” Vciy often 
olive trees are seen growing, with small young 
shoots rising up all round them, seeming to 
support the parent tree. This is what good 
children, ought to be ; giving help and comfoi*t, 
and keeping near their dear parents,* affording 
them all the assistance they can. 

There are two kinds of olives, — one wild, the 
other cultivated. The wild olive cannot bear 
fruit of itself: it must be grafted to make it 
fruitful. To graft, is to t^e a young and- strong 
shoot from a good fruit^bearmg tree, and fasten 
it securely into the stock, or trunk of another tree 
*of the same kind, \vhich either is unfrtfltful or 
does not produce good fruit Therefore, to make 
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a wild olive tree bear fruit, the shoot of a good 
olive must be g!;{tfted into it ‘ p 

Now I want to explain to you something St 
Paul says to the Gentiles, when he compares 
them with a wild olive free. Firsts listen to the 
verses : “ If some of the branches be broken off, 
-€^d thpu, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed 
in among them, and with them partakestof .the 
root and fatness of the olive tree* boast aot 
against the branches. Butif thou boast, tlfo\i bear- 
est not the root, but the root thee. Thou wilt say 
then, The branches were broken pfl* that I might 
be graffed in. Well; becauserof unbelief they 
were broken off, and tbou standest by faith. Be 
not high-minded, but fear : for if God spared not 
the natural branches, take heed lest He also spare 
not thee. Behold therefore the goodness and 
severity of God : on them which fell, severity ; 
hut toward thee, goodness, if thou coi^inue in 
His goodiless^ otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. 
And thay also, if they abide not still in unbelief, 
shall be^affed in : for God is able to graff them 
in again; For if thou wert cut out of the oUve 
tree which is wild by nature, and wert graffed 
contrary to nature into a good olive tree : how 
much more shall these,* which be the natural 
branches', be graffed into their own olive tree ? ” 
(Bom. ‘XL 17 — 24) ' 

Now you remetober, I abi sure, how Abraham, 



393 


THS OUYB OB OIL TBBB. 

! 

the father of the Jews^ was blessed by God, and 
h«w God chose his descendants tg be His people: 
how they were afterwards called Israelites, from 
Jacob, whose other name was Israel ; and then 
again, Jews, from Judoia, a part of the land of 
Palestine. You know how good Grod was to 
them, — how He took the land from the Canaaa^ 
ites„ and gave it to them : how He gave them 
His law, and dwelt among them ; while 
Gentiles \who are all the people who are not 
Jews) were not granted the privileges of the 
Jews. You kqpw, too, how the Jews ^rebelled, 
time after time : hew they murmured, and became 
idolaters, — and how long God bore with them, 
until at last, He took their blessing from them, 
and gave it to tlie Gentiles, while the Jews now 
wander about among all the Gentile nations, 
despised and hated. The Jew, then, was once 
the good olive tree, of which St. Paul speaks, 
— the Gentiles, the wild One. Now I* told you 
that, in grafting, it mu^ be the ffood tree which 
must be put into the unfruitful one ; but in the 
case of the Jew and Gentile, it was the wild tree 
winch was put into the stock of the good. That 
means, the Jews had the true knowledge, — ^the 
Gentiles had not ; yet the Gentile was put into 
possession of the Jewish privilegea If ‘this was 
done with natural fruit trees, the good treeVould 
become wild like the graft; "but, with God’s 
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work, it is diflfereni He can do a work of grace 
which cannot he done by nature ; and so He 
3 Qaade the Gentiles, which were wild olive 
trees, to yield the fruits of righteousness, which 
the Jewish nation had left off yielding, to show 
His mighty power. All this St. Paul meant 
'^hen he wrote the verses you have just read ; 
and I should like you to remember the warning 
he 'gives to the Gentiles, not to b6ast of their 
advantage over the now lost Jew, but to fear 
lest the same privileges should be taken from 
them, if they do not make a better use of them 
than did the Jews. 

Take care, dear children, you do not neglect 
the gieat Kedeemer, whom the Jews crucified 
and rejected. Eemember that in every sin you 
comiUit you are crucifying the Saviour again, — 
you are wounding and grieving Him. Oh ! be 
not like the Jews, but love Him and r cling to 
His cross^evermore. 

There is a beautiful hymn, written by one who 
loved th^ Jews, which I will place for you here, 
as I am sure you will like it : — 

JERUSALEM. 

Jerasalem, Jerasaldm ’ enthroned once on 

Thou IhToared home of God on earth,— thou heaven below the sky ! 

Now brought 4o bond^e by tby sq^ns,— a onree and grief to see , 

JeniMlam I Jenwalem our tears shall flow ibr thee. 
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Oh 1 hadst thou known fhy day of grace, and flocked henfath jhe 

wing^ 

({f Him who called thee lovingly,— thine own Anointed King; 

Ihen bad the tribes of all the earth gone up thy pcmp to me. 

And glory dwelt within thy gates, and all thy sons were Area, 

Add who art thou that moumest me? ' replied the ruin gmy; 

' And fharest not rather that thyself ma,y prove a castaway? 

I am a dried and abject branch,— my place ia given V’ thee , 

But woe to every barren qfihy wtld ohve tree i 

m 

- 

** * Our day of grace is sunk in night, our time of mercy spent,— 

For heavy was my childrens crime, and strange their punishment. 
Yet gaze not idly on our fall, but, sinner, warned be,— 

Who apai ed not His chosen seed, may send His wrath on thee. 

e 

“ * Our day of grace is suifk in night, — thy noon is in its prime 
Oh ' turn and seek thy Saviour s face, in this accepted time. 

So, Gentile, let Jerusalem a lessen prove to thee, — 

And in the new Jerusalem, thy home for ever be.' ' 

Bishop Heber, 


THE PALM TREE 

The tree dialled the palm tree in England is not 
the least like the splendid, graceful ti!fee of the 
East, which has been called the “ prince of the 
vegetable kingdom.” There are more^than a 
thousand different kinds of palm trees, — all 
useful as well as beautiful That spoken of in 
the Bible is the date-palni, on which the fruit 
called the date grows in rich clusters. Dates are 
eaten m great quantities in Egypt, Arabia, etc., 
where they grow ; and indeed they form almost 
the principal part of tbe food fif certain tribes. 
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The palm is not a tree of the hills, but of the 
valleys and deserts. Once the Holy Land aboun- 
ded in paim-grovea Jericho was called the city 
of palm trees : and, in Joshua's time, there was 
near it a forest of these* splendid trees, of eight 
miles long and three miles broad. Now there 
-sue few remaining, where once so many raised 
their majestic heads. 

Bethany, the village where Lazarus and his 
sisters, Martha and Mary, lived, means “the 
house of dates;” and no doubt at that time 
there were many palm trees there ; for we read, 
when Jesus entered Jerusalem, riding upon an 
ass, the multitude cut down branches of palm 
trees and strewed them in the way (John xii. 
13), while they shouted, Hosanna! blessed is 
the king of Israel that cometh in the name of 
the Lord/* There are still in many other parts 
of Palestine, either solitary palms or groves of 
them. The finest grove is that at the foot of 
Mount Carmel. The countries of the Philistines 
and the^ Phoenicians were celebrated for palms ; 
f and Phoenicia means the land of palms. 

Pilgrims in the Holy Land received the name 
of Palmers formerly, Itecause they carried palm 
branches. There is a Sunday in the year called 
Palm Sunday : this is kept in remembrance of 
the entry pf Jesus into Jerusalem. In Home 
there is a grand procession on that day among 
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the Boman Catholics, and they have branches 
of^the palm, seven or eight feet Jong, carried in 
the procession. The Israelites used also to cany 
palm leaves at the Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 
xxiii. 40), and in Nehemiah’s time they were used 
for making booths, or tents for the people to 
.dwell in. (Nehem. viii. 15.) ^ 

Every part of the palm tn^ is of use. Its 
wood is mo&f valuable : its leaves afford a plea- 
sant shelter, and are also made by the Arabs 
into baskets. Its fruit I have told you about 
before ; but eveai the hard stone of the date is 
ground into powder, and seives as a coarse food 
for camels. From the shavings and fibres of 
the tree, a kind of sponge is made ; wliile from 
the sap, a spirit for drinking is procured. 

Thus you see, dear children, the goodness of 
God in making this tree to live and thrive so 
well in the desert, where few tljuigs grow, and 
where theVild tribes, who do not Idiow how 
to cultivate giain, can be so easily supplied with 
what they need. , 

The palm is slow in growing, but when once 
estflblislied and bearing fruit, it grows on for 
hundreds of years. Wind and storm, heat and 
cold, change it not. Nothing makes ^it grow 
crooked: its tall straight trunk, and feathery 
leaves, seem ever looking upwards tpward hea- 
- ven. This is indeed a fit emblem of the righteous, 
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and ia So spoken of in the tsalms : " The right- , 
eons shall flonrish like the palm tree : he shall 
grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Those that be 
planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish 
in Ifee courts of our Ood. They shall still bring * 
forth fruit in old age ; they shall be fat and 
4suiishing.” (Psalm xciL 12 — 14.) And, again, ^ 
the height of the palm tree is compared with the 
Church, by Solomon. (Song of Sdl. vii. 7 .) 

It was the custom in olden times, to plant 
palm trees near palaces and temples. Solo- 
mon carved the walls of the house of God with 
chenibims and palm trees ; and in the Holiest 
of Holies, where the Ark rested and God’s glory 
descended, he carved on the doors cherubims 
and palm trees, and overlaid them with gold. 
Must they not have looked grand and magnifi- 
cent? Jeremiah speaks of the idols of the 
heathen as upright as palm trees. ' c 

Joel speaks of the blasting of the* palm tree 
as a great affliction. (Joel l 12) And you may 
imagine it would indeed be so, from the use it 
! is to man. The first mention of palm trees is 
in Exodus xv. 27. When the Children of Israel 
were journeying from Egypt, soon after the de- 
fitruct^ of the Egyptians in the Bed Sea, ‘‘they 
came to‘’Elim, where were twelve wells of water, 
and three-^ore-and-ten palm trees: and they 
encamped there by the waters.” 



m 


. THE PAXM TBEE, 

Think how refreshing and delightful it would 
be to sft in the hot, weary des^and tmt there ; 
drink of the sweet wat^ and talk to one 
another of all God’s goodniess and mercy to |;hera. 
Often, in the land of Palestine) tents we^ffeected 
under palm trees, Deborah, — ^that remarkable 
woman who judged Israel, and who was a vraih 
rior^ prophetess, and poetess (for her song is 
poetry, though not in rhyme),— dwelt under a 
palm tiee, between Eamah and Bethel (Judg. 
iv. 5 ) 

As the olive tree has so long been regarded as 
an emblem of peage, so has the palm tree been re- 
garded as an emblem of victory. When St. John 
was in heaven, in one part of his glorious vision 
there, he tells us, — "After this I beheld, and lo, a 
great multitude, which no man could number, 
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, ,stogd before the throna and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white rob^^nd*pdbm in 
thetr hands ; and cried with a loud voic^ saying, 
Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb.” (Eev. vii 5 , 10 ). 

Tn heaven, Palms are carried by those who 
have won the victory, and gained the priza 
What is the victory? The victory oter sin, 
death, and SataiL " This is the victoiy which 
overcometh the world, even our faith”*— says 
^St. John, in one of his £pia|le& lhat great 
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muliiWe of saved ernes in heaven have fought 
“ the good of fiuth,” and gained the Victoiy, 

because they believed in the blood of Jesus. 
They looked to Him to save them m their hour 
of need, and became “more than conquerors ” 
Dear childrmi, I want you to overcome, and 
be hereafter amoi^ that multitude . I want you 
to have crowns of glory, and victors’ palms ^d 
you may have them, — ^for there are crowns and 
palms for all who have washed their lobes and 
made them white m the blood of the Lamb i Oh, 
then, “look unto Him and be s^ved ” 




QUESTIONS ON* TEEES, 


Q. Was Palestine celebrated for its trees? 

A. Yes. • Once there were many immense 
forests it it, 

Q. Are there many jEorests now? 

A, No. . 

Q. What command was given to the Israel- 
ites about the fruits of their land ? 

A, For three years no fruit was to be gathered 
or eaten from the trees. The fruit of the fourth 
year was to be given to God ; that of the fifth 
and other years they were to take for themselves. 

Q. Wha# were the rich to leave in gathering 
their fruit^ • 

A. A few bunches or berries in each tree, for 
the poor who had no trees. 

Q. What tree did St. John see in heaven ? 

A. The Tree of life. 

Q. Who is the Tree of life ? 

A. Jesus Christ. 

Q. With what have good fruits been com- 
pared in the Bible ? 

A, With good wofks. 

D d 
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Q. With what are trees frequently compared ? 

A. With popple. * • 

Q. What is that substance inside trees which 
affords them nourishment? 

A. The sap. 

Q. What does God sometimes do with trees, 
trrpunish man ? 

A. He sends a blight on them, or otherwise 
destroys thmn. 

Q. What Boman general ordered* all the 
trees about Jerusalem to be cut down? 

A. Titus ; A.D. 70. , 

Q. Will a tree shoot againdf cut down ? 

A. ' 

Q. 

A. 

Q 


Who refers to this? . 
Job. 

forbid 


Why did God 
worship in groves of trees ? 

A. 
there. 


the Israelites to 


Becausj^dols were so ofteSs worshiped 


Q. How many prophets of the groves were 
4tiiere in^Ahab’s time ? 

A. Four hundred. 

Q. Who once ordered five kings to he hanged 
on five trees ? 

A. Joshua. 

Q. 'Whose baker was hanged on a tree 7 
A. 'Thaj'aoh’s. 

Q. WhatdoehtbeJe'vi^h law say of hanging? 
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A, “ Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree.” * . 

Q. Who became a curse for us ? 

A, Our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Q, Were the Jews allowed to cut down flieir 
enemies* trees ? 

A. No. 

Q. What does Solomon call jig^in ? 

A. A trete of life. * 

Q. is remarkable of the Mmond tree ? 

A. It is the quickest to blossom of all 
trees. '■ « 

Q. Where in* the Bible are almonds first 
mentioned ? 

A. In Genesis : where 3 oseph’s brethren took 
some as a present to him. 

Q. Whose rod brought forth almonds ? 

A. Aaron's. 

Q. Wl^ does Solomon me^nwhen he says> 
— “ The almond tree shall AoutoET* ? * 

A, That in old age the hair turns white, like 
the blossoms of the almond tree. , 

Q. What is the laurel or bay tree ? 

A, A dark evergreen tree. 

Q, Who compares the seeming happiness of 
the wicked to this ? 

A. David. 

Q. "What does the tree called juniper mean 
• in the Bible \ * 



404 


QUESTIONS ON TBEEflL 

t «* 

A. A sort of broom, which generally grows 

in the desert. , 

Q. What prophet once slept under a juniper 
tree? 

A. Elijah. 

Q. Of what use are the roots of the juniper? 
'A. Eor fuel 

Q. Where jare coals of juniper spoken of? 

A. In &e Psalms. 

Q. What tree is meant by the chestnut of the 
Bible ? 

A. The plane tree. , 

Q. What sort of tree is it> 

A. A fine and noble tree. 

Q. What does it afford ? 

A. The pleasantest and coolest shade in 
summer, and the warmest shelter in winter. 

Q. What do some persons think the bramble 
of the Bible tobe ? S » 

A. Tlfe piickly pear. 

Q. Who spoke a parable about trees ? 

.• A. Gotham. 

^ Q. What tree was vain enough to become 
king of the trees? 

A. The brambla. 

Q. Is the seed of the mustard tree small ? 
A. Yea The smallest of aU seeds. 

Q. * Who spoke a parable about the mustard 
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A. The Lord Jesus Christ. '* 

• Q. *What other lesson did b!|^ teach from it ? 
A. A lesson of faith. 

Q. From what &uit is wine made 1 
A, Grapes, 

Q. What is tiie name the tree! 

A. The vine. • 

Q. Who broi^ht grapes of great ske to the 
children of Israel in the wilderness ! • 

A. The twelve spies. 

Q. Who planted a vineyard, and became 
drunk with th^ wine of it 1 
A. Noah. • 

Q. With what is a vineyard compared ? 

A. God’s church. 

Q. Who spoke parables about vineyards ? 

A. The Lord Jesus : also Isaiah. 

Q. Do vines live to a great age? 

A. One at a hundrei^eats old is con- 
sidered ydung. * * • 

Q. How is the juice of the grape got out ? 

A. By squeezing or pressing. , * ^ 

Q. Who said, " 1 have trodden the winepress 
alone ” ? 

A: -dtsus Christ. 

Q. What was Jesus’ first miracle ? 

A. Turning water into wine. 

Q. Of whom was it said, "his shall be 
red with wine, and hiS teeth white with milk ” ? 
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Of the tribe of Judah. 

Q. Who brpught David, as a presenit, dried 
grapes or raisins? 

A. Abigail. 

Q. Who says, " I am the Vine” ? 

. A. Jesus Christ. 

•Q, What people were commanded to drink 
no wine ? ^ 

A. The Nazarites and the Eech&.bites. 

Q. What places are mentioned in the Bible 
as famous for grapes ? 

A. Eshcol, Sibmah, Lebanon, and Egypt. 

Q. What grapes were bad ? 

A. The grapes of Sodom. 

Q, What did Jesus give to His disciples 
before His death ? 

A. Bread and wine, in remembrance of His 
body and blood. 

ft Wha t isj aking this now calhjd ? 

A. Tlie Cord’s Supper, the Eucha\:st, or the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

^ ft. *Wten are young people admitted to the 
stable of the Lord? 

A. After their confirmation, or renewing" of 
tSeir baptismal vows. 

ft. With what trees did Balaam compare 
Israel? 

A. *Ced&rs and lign aloes. 

. Q. What warf the lign aloe ? 
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A A beautiful sweet smePSig tree. 

• Q. * What are the aloes of Ae Bible? 

A. A kind of sweet spice. 

Q. What tree besides the cedar did Solomon 
use for the Temple and his own palace ? 

A. The algum or almug tree. , 

Q. What is it supposed to have been? 

A, Eed sandal-wood. 

Q, What is the cypress ? « 

A, A dark grave looking tree, — often re- 
garded as an emblem of sorrow and death. 

Q. Is the wood valuable ?. 

A. Yes. It as hard and durable. 

Q. The doors of what great temple were 
made from it ? 

A. The Temple of Diana of Ephesus. 

Q. What has the ash tree been called ? 

A. The husbandman’s tree, and the Venus of 
the forest^ ^ 

Q. JJer what was the inner" udtk^f this tree 
once used? 

A. For writing upon : it was 

Q, Of what does Isaiak tell 
made? 

JOf the wood of the Cyprus, oak, and ash. 

Q. Are there still people in the world who 
worship idols ? 

A. Yes. There are still more ^thens than 
Christians. • • 


veiy^tfeeful. .. 
us idols wer^ 
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Q. Name the tree mentioned in terms of the 
highest admiration in the Bible ? ' • 

A. The cedar. 

Q. Where did cedars grow ? 

A. On the mountains 'of Lebanon. 

Q. Is the cedar an evergreen tree i 
A. It i& 

Q. What nation, in its beauty and graceful- 
nessf was compared by Ezekiel to the cedar '( 

A. The Assyrian. ' 

Q. Are there any cedars supposed to be 
now standing from Solomon’s tiipe? 

A. A few. t 

Q. What feast is each year celebrated under 
one of the oldest cedars, by certain rebgious 
sects of Palestine? 


A. The Feast of Transfiguration. 

Q. For what was cedar-wood much used in 
Solomon’s time ? v 

A. For^biffiSmg the Temple and tSi!© king’s 
pedace. 

Q. Ib ^there any building in Palestine with 
^^ms of ancient cedar? 

A. Yes. The Church of the Nativity, in 
Bethlehem ; built by the Empress Helena. - 
Q. Whose height was compared to the ce- 
dars ? * 


A. The i^otorites. (Amos. ii. 9.) 

Q. What does the Vbicer of the Lord do ? 
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A. It breaketh the cedars of Lebanon.” 

• Q. 'What does Solomon saj of words fttily 
spoken? 

A. That they are like “apples of gold, in 
pictures of silver.” 

Q. Who is said to be like the apple tree 
among the trees of the wood ? • 

A. Jesus Christ. 

• Q. What town in Palestine is still celebrated 
for its apples ? 

A. Askelon. 

Q. Who mgntions the box tree in the Bible ? 

A. Isaiah (xlix. 19.) 

Q. Is the wood of the box tree very valuable? 

A. Yes. It is hard and smooth. 

Q. What is the husk tree ? 

A. It is a tree not unlike the apple tree, and 
bears a kind of pod or bean, which is used as 
food for*pi|j^. ^ 

Q. '\^o would'gladly have eat&n liusks ? 

A. The prodigal son. ^ 

Q. What does Isaiah say of the myrtle tree?;^ 

A- “Instead of the brier shall come up thej^ 
myrtle tree.” 

Q^'-What is this like? 

A. Grace coming into the heart instead of 
sin. 

Q. Who saw in a vision many n)yrtle*trees ? 

A. Zechaiiah. * 
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d In what Jewish feast were myrtle boughs 
used? / 

A, The Feast of Tabernacles# 

Q. What is peculiar about the fruit of the 
fig tree? 

A. It comes before the leaves. 

Q. How many crops of figs are there in a 
year? 

A. Three. 


Q. Which crop is the best ? 

A. The first. 

Q. Who cursed a barren fig ^ree? 

A. Jesus Christ. , ♦ 

Q. Who spoke a parable of a fig tree ? 

A, Jesus Christ. 

Q. With whom are barren fig trees com- 
pared? 

A, With people who do not bring forth fruits 


as use 


of zighteousnes^ v * 

Q. Fot v®Lt did the ancient Egy^iitians 
the woq^ of the fig tree ? 

^ *For making coffins, because it lasted so 


A* 

Q. 

A. 

c 


WTiat name means “ the house of figs ? 
Bethphage# - 

Are there many fig trees left in Palestine? 
I^ew (XHaparatively. 

•Whflt is meant by “every man sitting 


* under his own vfiie and fig tree ” \ 
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A. That theie shall he peace, withoat of 
•viL * \ 

Q. When shall this blessed time come ? 

A. When Jesus comes to reign upon earth. 
Q. What disciple did Jesus see sittmg under 
a fig tree ? 

A. Nathanael > 

Q. Who was cured of his sickness b 7 a 
’ plaster of figs ? 

A. fiezekiah, king of Judah. 

Q. Who made aprons of fig leaves ? 

A. Adam |ind Eve. 

Q. 'What twfi trees are supposed to be meant 
by the teil tree of the Bible t 
A. The lime some think, others the terebinth 
trea 

Q. What is remarkable of the terebinth tree t 
A. That before its trunk becomes rotten, a 
new sheot^has sprung up in i^ roots for another 
tree. >*' ' * 

Q. 'Who refers to this, and compares it with 
the saved people ? , 

A, Isaiah. ^ 

• Q. 'What tree is supposed to medh the syca- 
miaifr^Ke? 

A. The mulberry. 

Q. For what are the leaves of the* mulberry 
tree useful { . * 

A. The food of £lk>worm6. 
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Q. "Who was told by God to listen.- for a 
breeze among th^ mulberry trees before going ta 
battle? 


A. David. (1 Gbron. xiv. 14.) 

Q. Wbo taught a lesran of faith &om the 
sycamine tree? 

A Jesus. 

Q. What is the wood of fir or pine trees 
called ? , • • 

A. Deal ' 

What is made from the sap of the fir tree t 
Tar, turpentine, etc. , 

Who sent floats of fir-w*od to Solomon ? 
Hiram, king of Tyre. 

Were instruments of music ever made 
from fir-wood ? 

A. Yes. David played upon sucL 
"Who made their ship boards of fir ? 

The Syriags. ^ • 

Whb compared with a greeJfcfir tree? 
^hraim, by Hosea. 

I^e wood of what tree is the strongest 
Jl^d most useful ? 

^A. Th#t)ak. 

iQ. Who in ancient times made theis^eacc of 
:? 


Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 


Q. 
A. 

Q- 
A. 


A. The Syrians. 

Q, Is thQ bark of oak useful? 

A. Yes. For tanning altid dying. 
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Q. Who lodged at the hoi;i8e of Simon the 
taouerl- , 

A. St. Peter. 

Q. Where is there a very aged oak now 
standing in Palestine l' and what is its name? 

A. Near Hebron. Abraham’s oak 

Q. What oaks were anciently much cele- 
brated ? 

A. The'oaks of Bashan. 

Q. Were oaks often used for idolatrous wor- 
ship! 

A. Yes : and there are still sacred trees in 
Palestine. 

Q. Who prophecies of a time when idolaters 
shall be ashamed of the oaks which they hare 
desired 1 , 

A. Isaiah. 

Q. Who buried his family idols Tmder an oak? 

A. daoob. » 

Q. Who was buried under an 6aS 1 

A. Deborah, Bachel’s nurse. 

Q. What king of Israel and bis sons weiq 
buried under an oak ? ^ 

•A. Saul 

9r-Who saw a vision of an angel under an 
oak ? 

A. Gideon. 

Q. Who sat under an oak when tempted to 
disobey God? 
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A, The old prophet who was sent to Bethel. 

What nation’s strength was compared to 
the oak 1 

A. The Amorite’a * 

Q. Who was hung by his hair in an oak 1 

A. Absalom. 

Q. What fruit does the sycamore tree of 
Palestine bear? 

A*. Figs, which grow on the braiiches. 

Q. Are they much liked ? * 

A. No. 

Q. What prophet was a gathever of sycamore 
fruit 1 

A. Amoa 

Q. Who climbed into a sycamore tree to see 
Jesus ? 

A. Zacchaeus. 

Q. Of what do we generally regard the wil- 
low as an emblem ? 

A. Of mourning. 

f Q. ^^at nations regard it as an emblem of 
j5y and happiness t 

* A. The Persian and Arabian nations. 

Who hung their harps upon the willows 
by the river-side i 

A. The captive Jews in Babyloa ) 

Q. Who says of the righteous “they shall be 
like wfllow8»by the water courses "1 

A. frwuaL 



415 


QUESTIONS ON TEEES. 

* 

Q. What is the shittim or sjiittah tree ? . 

• A. ’The acacia tree. , 

Q. Where did it grow, as mentioned in the 
Bible ? 

A. In the desert. 

Q. For what was the shittim-wood much 
used? • 

A. The building of the Tabernacle ; and even 
’the ark itself was made of^this wood. • 

Q. "What tree is generally thought to have 
been that which Moses saw on fire in Horeb ? 

A. The acqpia. 

Q, Where did pomegranates once abound? 

A, In Palestine. 

Q. Who lived for some time under a pome- 
granate tree ? 

A. Saul. 

Q. On what were pomegranates worked ? 

A. On the high priest’s roljp. 

Q. '55^ith what has an orchard^of pomegra- 
nates been compared ? 

A. The Church of Christ. , 

Q. What does the olive tree most resemble 
in^appearance ? 

A ' The willow. 

Q. What do olive berries yield ? 

A. A valuable oiL 

Q. On what does the olive tree always rest 
• its roots? 
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A. On a roc^ 

Q. On what^ rock ebonld tlie Christian rastJ? 

A The Book of Ages. 

Q. What mountain took its name &om this 
t^? 

A Mount of Olives. 

Q. How long is the olive tree before its 
berries grow 1 

A Seven years. •. 

Q. And how long before really gooa ? 

A Ten or fifteen yeans: but then it bears 
fruit for agea ^ 

Q. What king had immense cellars of olive 
oil? 

A. Solomon. 

Q. .What were made of olive-wood in Solo- 
mon’s Temple ? 

A. The cherubims, and the doors and posts 
of the Tem^la , 

Q. Wliat brought an olive leaf in her mouth? 

A^ ^oah’s dove. 

• Q, What are compared with olive branches ? 

Ka A Gkwd children. 

Q. Is the olive often used as an emblem' in 
the Bible ? * — 

A. Vgiy frequently. 

Q. Who are called wild oKve trees by St, 
Paul * • ^ 

A. Gentiles. * 
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Q. What has the palm tree been called ? 

^ A. * The prince of the vegetable kingdom. 

Q. Where does the palm grow best I 
• A. In v^eys and in deserts. 

Q. What is the fruit of the palm of the 
Bible ? 

A» Dates. 

Q. Is every part of the palm of use. 

A, Yes.* Even the stones of the dates. • 

Q. What city was called the city of palm 
trees ? 

A. Jericho. 

Q. What Soes Bethany mean ? 

A. The house of dates. 

Q. When were branches of palm cut down 
and thrown in the way ? 

A. When Jesus rode in triumph into Jeru- 
salem. 

Q, What country means the land of palms ? 

.4. Phoenicia. 

Q. What are pilgrims in the Holy Land 
called? • 

A. Palmers, because they cariy branches ^ 
palm. 

^ . What Sunday is named after^esus’ entry 
into Jerusalem? 

A. Palm Sunday. 

Q, DtTes the palm always grow, straight? 

if. Yes. ^ • • 
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Q. Of what is this an emblem ? 

A. Of the righteous. 

Q. What trees were in Solomon’s Temple ? 
J. Palms, overlaid with gold. 

0 Where were there ’twelve wells of water 
and seventy palm trees ? 

A At EUm ; in the desert. 

Q. Who lived under a palm tree ? 

Ap Deborah, the judge and prophetess. 

Q. Of what is the palm the sign? ” 

A. Victory. 

Q. "What did St John see in heaven ? 

A. A great multitude, with palms in their 
hands. 

Q What victory had this multitude gained ? 
A. The victwy of faith through Jesus Christ. 


EN-D OF IBEIiB 



Precious stones of* the bible. 


In all times beautiful stones' and gems have 
been valued as ornaments. And from almost 
the beginning of the Book of Genesis, we read 
of precious stones, — and* the pleasure wtjmen 
especially had in wearing them as ear-rings, 
' nose-jewels, bracelets, or necklaces Wlien 
Abraham sent his servant to seek a wife for 
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Isaac, he took jewels with him, and gave to 
Bebekah, ear-rings and bracelets of gold. (See 
Gen. xxiv. 22.) One of the prophets speaks of 
the impossibility of a bride, or young married 
woman, forgetting her ornaments. 

'When God appeared to nie\i, his beauty, we 
are generally told, was like some beautiful and 
shining stone. Gems, bright and lovely, were 
used for the high priest’s breastplate and ephod ; 
also for kings’ crowns, for the seals and iings of 
great men, for decorating idols, and for beautify- 
ing places of worqliip, such as the Tabernacle 
in the wilderness, and the Temple at Jerusalem. 

Jesus Christ is also compared with a precious 
stone, — ^the foundation of His Churck (See 
Isa xxviii 16. 1 Peter ii 6.) Jesus also speaks 
to the Jews of the time when He will restore 
them again to their own land, and says He will 
lay their foundatiops with sapphires ; their win- 
dows shall W of agates, the gates of carhpncles, 
and all their borders of pleasant stones. God 
calls his people his jewels (Mai. iii. 17) : and 
Ijc speaks, through St. John in the Revelation, of 
the beauty of heaven, and the many bright and 
lovely stones there. 

All this should teach us useful lessons. We 
should not *look at precious stones only as curi- 
osities, dt because they have cost a grea\ deal of 
money ; but we shotild think'nf them as symbols 
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or representations of the b^au^es of heaven, and 
^he bright and never-ending joys which are at 
God’s right hand for evermore. 

But now let me tell you a little about all the 
precious stones menHoned in the Bible, and 
also of some of^the passages where 'they are 
alluded to. • 

Bdellium is the first jewel named in the 
Scriptures.* (Genesis ii. 1&) It was used -as an 
ornamdnt, by people in ancient times, though it 
is not itself a precious stone. There is something 
very curious /ibout it : it is Jhe juice of a plant 
which grows in some Eastern countries. This 
juice hardens in re5 pieces ; and after a time, it 
is so much like a stone, that it is polished or 
brightened, and made into omamenta ^ 

Along with bdellium, the onyx-stone is men- 
tioned (in Genesis ii. 12.), as being found in the 
land of Havilah, which wa^ between the great 
riven^ the Tigris and the EuphrafS. The onyx 
is a pretty stone, partly transparent (or only 
half clear) ; it is marked with stripeq of brown, 
blue, green, black, and white. Its name is to^gn 
from a Greek word which means a nail ; as it 
v^s thought to look like that little white cres-^ 
cent which you often See in people’s nails. 

Job,^^o lived about the time of Abraham, 
speaks of the '‘precious onyx” (Job xxViii. 16) ; 
but though sS^aluable, he .^siys it cannot pur- 
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chase wisdom. Ifo ! *dear children, nor can any 
earthly treasure pjirchase wisdom. God alone can 
give it ; and I hope you will ever pray that His 
Holy Spirit may make you wise unto salvation. 

Hie onyx was one of the stones in the high 
priest’s breastplate. Do you^now what that 
was h It was, as its name tells us, a kind of 
square plate, to be worn on the breast of the 
high priest. It had in it twelve beautiful, daz- 
zling stones, on which were engraved, or firrirten, 
the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. It was 
fastened to the ephod and belt of i;he priest, by 
golden chains. Do you not think it must have 
looked very bright and splendid? In ancient 
timea people who knew no better, thought that 
the *yx might be used as a medicine ; but in 
these days there seems no reason to believe in 
its efficacy. 

The prophet Ezejfiel mentions the onyx-stone 
as one of tB^ gems of tlie Garden of^Eden. 
(Ezek. xxyiii 1 3.) How many lovely and beau- 
.[^tifnl thi5ig§ must have been in that fair garden ! 

» I^it'not sad to think of Adam and E\e’s dis- 
obedience, and all the evil consequences of their 
^ sin ? * But there is a fairer and a brighter plate 
remaining, for those who love and fear God in 
this life — even heaven ! May you all, dear chil- 
dren, enter that blessed place, and shinb as the 
stars there, for evef and ever^ *■* 





THE DIAMOND. 

In our time the diamond is more talked about 
and valued than any other stone. In the days 
when the Bible was written^ it does not seem to 
have been so wbll known or valued. It was, 
however, one of the gems of Eden, and was 
mentioned, like the onyx, by Eaekiiel, — aill was 
also one of the stones of the high priest’s breast- 
plate. 

Diamonds are dug out of tlie earth, from places 
called diamond mines. The b^st come from* 

m 

India and Brazil. Diamonds are of three colours. 
— ^beautiful shining white, black, and biwi^n. 
The first-named are the most valuei They are 
Ahe hardest of all gems, and some people tlfibk 
ihey are the same as adamant,— of which we 
olfcen read as remarkable for its hardness. When 
diamonds are first bvought from th6 mine, they 
are rcffP^ and unpolished; but, still •the mer- 
chant woul(h>»ot 4hrow thm away, — he knows • 
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fell well their Val^ and what fliey will become 
when they have been cut IrndpoUahed, 

Have you ev^ heard any one called a “rough 
diamond ” ? It is an expression used, to indicate 
that though he may noft have pleasant manners, 
or Tory soft speech, yet he has'lr kind heart and 
warm, feelings. The diamond can cut many things 
which even a sharp knife cannot : for instance, it 
can cut gls-ss, over whitjh a knife has no power. 

True believers in Jesus Christ, who arb com- 
pai:ed with precious stones, are often made the 
means of working upon the hearts and conscien- 
ces of unbelievers, who may be compared with 
gloss. 

Shall I tell you a little story of a diamond ? 
Therdhvas once a great and good man, — a power- 
ful preacher, and devoted Christian He used 
to travel about, preaching the Gospel He at 
one time went to stay with some interesting and 
‘clever people-** During the time he was with 
them, he could not help noticing that though 
the famiSsy were kind, amiable, and clever, they 
had not yet‘ learnt to know Jesus as their only 
Saviour, He longed to speak to them of Him,* 
but somehow or other^ during his short visit, h© 
hever had an opportumty. He could not bear 
to go away ^without doing so, — and yet time 
past on, the carriage to take him fro'lb them 
" arrived, his travelling ti*unk pto into it, and 
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he was even saying, " FarewellJ when a sud- 
den thought came into his mind. Once more 
he returned to his bedroom ; and going to the 
window, he wrote upon a pane of glassy with a 
diamond ring he wore*: ‘'One thing lacke$t** 
These words w6[*e spoken to the young man 
whom Jesus loved, when He saw how Idn^and 
amiable he was, though he had not entirely 
given his heart to the Savipur, , 

Soon*after his departure, the master of the 
house went up stairs, saw the words, — and the 
truth flashed into his mind who had written 
them, and for Jwhat puipoae. It was Grod*s 
Spirit which led him there, and showed him 
what a sinner he was. From that time he began 
to seek God with all his heart ; and not himself 
only, but his wife and children were also brought 
to Jesus, through those few words, written oma 
pane of* glass with the point of a diamond. 

This kind of writing was kno\»* to the men 
of old in the Bible : Jeremiah (xvii. 1) speaks of 
the sin of Judah being written with the point.of 
a diamond. This meant, the words would never 
fade away nor become dim, but remain as^a 
in-emoiial against them. Tbs people of Tyre, in 
its days of greatness, used to trade in diamonds. * 
(See Ezekiel xxx;vii. 18). The pocTr Hindoos 
think tUSlE these stones can keep them from 
harm, and woftsatbem for ths^ reason ; but we, 
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who have the Bible to teaeh us, kijow that God 
gives His angels charge over us. Is not^this ^ 
much more delightful feeling than trusting in 
a little shining stone ? ; 

You have heard of the great Kohinoor diamond 
(or Mountain of Light, as its nfltee signifies) which 
belopgs to our queen. You would perhaps 
hardly think it a mountain of light, for it is only 
aboqt the size of a j)igeon’s egg : but do you 
know that it is worth two millions of pounds ? 
It was found in India, about three hundred years 
ago: then it was uncut, and of course looked 
larger, but not neaily so bright and beaufiftl. 
When the English conquered India, it was given 
up to them for our queen Victoria, and was shown 
both at the Great Exhibition of 1851 and 1862, 
where, if you were there, I dare say you saw it. 

-The Emperor of Eus&ia has a diamond about 
the same size as the Kohinoor, which was said 
once to have been the eye of an idol j^od in 
Malabar. A French soldier pretended to wor- 
ship this idol, and be its priest ; and one day he 
stole the diamond, and escaped with it, and now 
iFis a crown jewel of Eussia. 

Is it not sad to think of figures which can 
neither see, hear, taste, nor smell, being wor- 
shiped ; and such costly offeringa being brought 
to theniy which they have nd power to^udue nor 
desire to possess 1 
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The King of PortT:^al has th^ laigest diamond 
in the* world ; it weighs eleven ounces, but it is 
not of such beauty as the Jtohinoor. When 
the diamond is polished, it must be done with 
its own dust, and this diamond-dust is so valu- 
able, it is sold f«f^50 an ounce. 

This dust is like the words of Christians, 
which, dropping from their lips in trouble, may, ' 
like the cuttings of a dian^ond, be very valjiable 
in teac4iing others their hope, faith, and love. 
But there is one thing about the diamond which 
is curious, — though so hard in itself, it cannot 
bear the action of fire, but perishes in it ; which 
most other precious stones do not. This is like 
our bodies ; however beautiful they may be, 
and healthy, they cannot resist the power of 
death ; which, like the fire, passes over them and 
causes them to perish. But one other thing I 
will tell you of the diamond, ^from which may be 
seen a likeness to the Christian believer : after * 
the diamond has been exposed to the rays of the 
sun, if taken and placed in the dark, it will shine * 
and glitter like a stat A piece of glass, or in- 
cleed anything else, would not do this. The fol- 
lower of Jesus is like the diamond ; for, after the 
Sun of Eighteousness (Jesus) has shone into his* 
heart, in the dark time of son-ow and trouble, his 
faith, Wipe, and lo^e shine brigl\J;ly, and cheer 
and light up^w^he darkest scenes. 
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IHE SAPPHIBE 

Is the next barest stone to the diamond. It 
is generally of a beautiful dark blue co1oub° 
and transparent, though there |a»e several other 
kinds, of different hues. It fi^so a stone men- 
^ tioned in the high priest's breastplate. Job 
likewise speaks of it as known in his time (Job 
xxviii) ; and the merchants of Tyre traded in it 
in the days when Ezekiel prophesied (xxViii. 13). 
It 18 now found chiefly in Europe and Asia : 4be 
best come from Pegu. Unlike the diamond, fire 
does not destroy it, hut turns it white. In this 
W6 may be reminded of many people who seem 
to be Christians by their appearance or manners, 
bnt who, in tim^ of sorrow or temptation, change 
their religion, and give up their faith. The 
sapphire is often mentioned in the Bible, — 
hut two distinct kinds are, no doubt, alliMed to. 
What is called lapis lazuli, is a soit of sapnhire- 
stone, found in large pieces and quantities. It 
t was, in*^ncient times, often used for paving the 
floors of palaces and temples. It is not clear, 
like the sapphire gem, but is of a beautiful blue 
, colour, and has points or marks of gold colour 
on it, something like the starry sky. 

When the elders of Israel saw God, we are 
told that under His feet was as it wereSl paved 
work of a sapphire stone,” ett. (Exod. xxiv. 10.) 
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Ezekiel also, when he saw the^ appearance of a 
Qian (Tn a throne, beheld som^hing like a sap- 
phire stone. This vision he saw twice. (Ezek. 
ii 26 ; X. 1.) ' 

Again : we read, that one of the foundations of 
the Holy City iatfeaven is of a sapphire st(Ae. 
(Eev. xxi. 1 9.) How beautiful must that city be, 
whose very walls are garnished with such rare 
and precious stones ! ^ 

• 

THE TOPAZ. 

Job speaks of the value of the topaz of Ethiopia 
(xxviii. 19). * It seeips curious that many of 
these precious stones should have been known 
and valued so early, — but the ancients seem to 
have even thought as much of their price and 
worth as people of the present day. 

The topaz, like the gems before mentioned, 
was one of the stones in the high priest's breast- 
plate. It is generally yellow, but when placed 
in the fire, changes to violet, rose, or white. 
There is a mountain called the topax mountain, 
because of the number of these stones foundSp 
it. They abound in the East Indies, Brazil, and 
Peru ; and of late years, many have been seen 
in Tasmania. In parts of Europe, also, the 
topaz ia sometimes disca\'ered ; and ifi Scotland, 
that prHJty pale brown stone, called cairngorm, 
« so well knoWiib«4:kere, is a •species of topaz. 
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Yellow iiopcm sometimes called yellow 

sapphixea 

THE EMERALD.* 


Thr emerald is a very valuaWe stone, of which 
tl%e are many kinds. the topaz and 

emerald are referred to by Ezekiel (xxviiL 13), 
as the stones of Eden, and articles of the mer- 
chandise of Tyre. are chiefly found 

in South America ; but others are brou^t from 
Egypt and India; from the former no doubt 
by the Israelites, There is a beautiful shrine, 
or tomb, in a Eomish church at Inretto, which 
has in it numbers of these brilliant stones. 
When put into the fire, the green changes to 
blue ; but when cool, the green colour returns 
again. Have you never heard of people whose 
faith has failed them in torture, but returned 
again when the trial has past ? Such Christians 
ate faint-hearted and weak ; they are not like 
that •'glorious army of martyrs,” of whom we 
sing in the ‘^Te Deum;” but are like the 
Ipwised reed, without strength in the blast. Yet 
J^sus pities them ; and with His sustainii^ he^,' 
"^v may be wiser and bettor for their fall from^ 
and afterwards remain stedfast unto th^ 
end, and at length become jewels in the crown^ 
of JesUfS, in Pis kingdom. In Peni^*ere waf 
ionco the largest emerald in the* wodd : it waif 
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the size of Ihe eg^ d m ostric^ l^iis emmld 
vas crflled the Queen of Emeraids^** aod^was 
actually worshiped by the deluded people, vjrho 
tlsed to bring offerings to it of emdler stones of 
the same hind, which 'they called danght^ ei 
the larger one^a much better would ithjsve 
been had they devoted these gems to the -only 
true God, who made heaven and earth* The 
emerald was a stone in J:hat wondrous Jiigh 
pnest’s«breastplate Ezekiel also mentions it 
as an article of trade between the merchants of 
Syria and Tjre When the beloved St John 
Was caught up into heaven, and saw the throne 
of God, he tells us, that round about the throne 
there was a rainbow, “in sight like unto an 
emerald.^’ Hdw beautiful must this has^re been, 
not only to look at, but as showing how God, 
even m heaven, remembers his promise to Noah, 
— never to drown the world again Surely if 
God so remembers His poor insignificant crea- 
tures, **we ought never to foiget Him, “ in whom 
we live, and move, and have our being” • * 

THE BUBY OB SARDIUS, and SARDINE STON^ 

■* • 

f Teough such different sounding names, these 
^ems are believed to be all of the same kind, 
i Bubies are very valuable. Some stohes of this 
.kind are worth a thousand pounds each ; and 
|,yet SolonmUjHha^iirisdst of men, declaims that 
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'wiadoBv is mcm ^irecious timi rubies (see Prov. 
iii 15): aud Job, who see^as to have knowji 
80 much of gms, and theif value, tells us the 
same thing (Jfsfe. xlvixi* 18), Jeremiah, in menp- 
what like Nazarites were like, says, they 
were *^ii:iore ruddy in body ftfesn«^rubies (which 
are % beautiful red colour) and their polishing 
was of sapphire.” (Lam. hr. 7.) Rubies are 
chi6% found in Cpylon and Pegu ; but the 
Israelites also knew of them ; for a mmine, or 
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ruby, is tne first stone mentioned in fihe breast- 
plate.* In our Queen’s crown theje is a ruby tifearly 
as large as a walnut, wbieh was lotig ago brought 
from Spain by the brave Black Prince. Hie 
Great Mogul has oneliundred and eight rubies 
in kis crown ; b«ft*^ough these lovely gems may 
glisten in his diadem, we fear the monarch of 
Tartary is no better for them ; for he has not 
yet found 'that wisdom from above, which is 
more precious than rubies, and without which 
all earthly treasures are useless. 

» THE BERYL 

9 

Is a light green stone, sometimes called aqua 
marine, which is brought fiom China, Sib®^ 
and Brazil It was in the breastplate, and was, 
also one of the stones of Eden. (Ezefeieixjcviii 
13.) The beryl is often spoken of in tliaBiblh : 
in Daniers vision of the Lqpd Jesus, Hia body 
was said to be like beryl (Dan. x.’ 6) ;*and the 
^ cherubims which Ezekiel saw, had wheels con- 
nected with them of the colour of be{yL^(Ezck. 

X- 9-) ^ 

^ In that beautiful, but mysterious Song of 
Sslomom which you will perhaps understand 
Srhen you aiC older, he compares the hands of 
^esus “to gold rings set with beryl ; flis belly is 
ijss bright woiy overlaid with sapphires.^ (Song 
pf Solomon v.^4i^<d3eryl is also one of the ficim- 
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dations of the Jerusale^ as wll as the 
sapphire and sardine already mentioned.* 

THE CARBUNCLE 

Is not so frequently alluded to in the Bible 
as many other stones, beingSivJihose days very 
rare^and valuable. It is of a deeper red than 
the ruby, and chiefly brought from the East 
Indips. Ezekiel alludes to it, howeyer, in chap, 
xxviii. 13 ; and it was also in the br^stplate 
of the high priest. In the time when the Jews 
shall be restored again to God’s favour, a 
glorious promise is given by the 'mouth of the 
prophet Isaiah, — “ I will make thy windows of 
agates, and thy gates of carhundes, and all thy 
borders of precious stones ; and all thy chil- 
dren shall be taught of the Lord; and great 
shall be the peace of thy children,” etc. (Isa. 
liv. 12, 13.) Dear children, will you qot pray 
for that time, when the now despised and hated 
Jews shall be restored to their own land, and 
stall own Jesus as their only Saviour : “ Pray 
fp'.'the p^ace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper 
'Chat love thee.” 

THE JASPER.* 

Jasper is a gem often alluded to in the Bible. 
There are two distinct stones havingjbhis name. 

* Some commentators think the jasper of Scripture wa| 
a kind of dianuaid. ^ ^ ^ 
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The one best known in ancient times was the 
Jiind found among the loose sg^nds of the Mver 
of Egypt, and which was in shades of red and 
J)rown colour. It was very much used by the 
ancients as an ornamfent. Ezekiel mentions it ; 
and it was the ksf named stone of the breast- 
plate. The appearance of God was described 
by St. John, as like '‘a jasper and a sardine 
stone ’’ (Rev. iv. 3 ) may suppose it was 
of a deep, rich, red colour, which would look 
beautiful, conti asted with the emerald gi^een of 
that rainbow which was round about the throne. 
The New JcruJialem, which St. John also saw 
coming down from heaven, had light “ like unto 
a stone most precious, even like o jasper stone, 
clear as crystal.” (Rev. xxi. 11) And, again, 
we read that ‘'the building of the wall of it 
was of jasper” (Rev. xxi 18) ; and one of the 
foundations of this heavenly city was of this 
most precious stone also. 

In*the city of Cologne, there is a most beauti- 
ful cathedral, with a shrine made ejitii%ly 'of 
jasper, though, of course, not of the most va^ 
able kind. In this shrine there are three skulls. 
And to wfiom do you think the Roman Catho- 
lics tell us these skulls belonged? To the wise 
men of the East, who came to wors*hip Jesus, 
guided-by^the star* Many and .rare kre the 
precious ston^ about their supposed remains. 
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Yet what Protestant believes this t But even if 
they "were the slfulls of the wise men, is ^t not 
a sad thing to think of preserving such poor re- 
mains of these wonderful men ? Better, far betr 
ter, would it be to buiy their bones out of sight ; 
while their faith and adoration of the Saviour 
should ever be remembered. 

, THE AMETHYST 

Is a beautiful violet-coloured stone, brouglit from 
the East and West Indies, Pgrsia, South America, 
and Europe. The word amethyst was taken from 
a Greek word, which means, “ not intoxicating.” 
The Persians used to make wine cups of this 
stone, because it was supposed wine drunk from 
them would not have any bad effect. It was a 
stone of the breast-plate, and also one of the 
foundations of the new Jerusalem. 

THE AGATE. 

c 

This stone derives its name from Achates, in the 
kmgdom of Sicily, where it is found in great 
i^ntities. It is very pretty, and of many colours, 
but not so valuable as most gems. Many agates, 
however, are much prized for their age, or an- 
tiquity. Some most curious ones have been 
found in the ruins of .^Syrian ci^es, having 
very sfrange histories engraved upon Ihem of 
events past long' ago, whichTWe^ thousands of , 
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years after, are enabled to real Agate, though 
jiot so valuable as the other stones, was chosen 
for the breast-plate. In that beautiful chapter of 
Isaiah (liv. 12), of which I have before spoken, 
and in which God^tells us of the restoration of 
the Jews, the windows of their city are to be 
made of agates, and their gates of carbuncles, — 
or as some think, precious garnets. 

TSE CHALCEDONY, ‘chrysolite or 
CHRYSOPRASUS. 

These gems are all supposed to be of the same 
kind, though they vary a little in colour. In 
Ezekiel xxvii. 16, the word called agate, means 
the chrysoprasus, and was one of the gems in 
which Tyre traded with Syria. The onyx is also 
considered a .sort of clirysolite. The chalcedony 
takes its name from the city of Chalcedon, be- 
cause it was first found therg. It has also been 
discovered in England and Scotland. It is very 
hard, and is sometimes white, grey, brown, yel- 
low, and yellow-green ; this last-named iS^gene- 
rally called chrysopra^is. It is one of the stoSfto 
vdiich wilj, not melt or perish in the fire. l5ie 
three are mentioned in Eev. xxi. ] 9, 20, as foun- ^ 
dations of the holy city ; from which we may 
suppose it^is rare aud beautiful, as no other 
species^f gem is three times named together in 
the Bible. ♦ 
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THE SAEiONYX on CORNELIAN. 

t 

These stones are supposed to be of the same 
kind. The best are brought from the East Indies. 
They are of many varieties and colours. Some 
think they are also of the same class as the onyx. 
These stones are only half clear, or transparent, 
and before their beautiful colours are brought out 
they have to be heated in the fire, when they 
become lovelier and lilearer. How many true 
believers there are in the world, who do not ap- 
pear at first very agreeable or pleasant, but when 
God sends them trouble (or puts them in a fire, 
as it were), we learn how patient and holy they 
are, and how much more they are to be valued 
and admired. Are they not like the sardonyx, 
which, after being heated, becomes so much 
brighter and clearer? And is not this stone, 
therefore, fit to be one of the foundation walls 
of the heavenly kingdom, where shall dwell those 
who came out* of great tribulation, but who, with 
white ^robes washed in the blood of the Lamb, 
shaJ?"stand around the great white throne, sing- 
Hallelujah ! 

CORAL '■ I 

Is not, like other gems and ornaments, dug from 
mines in -the earth, but it is infinitely more won- 
derful and curious. I could tell you mucSi about 
it, but as my book-is chiefly designed for Sunday 
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reading I must only mention few things now, 
•hoping you vdll search out and see, in the ‘Week- 
day, more of this wonderful coral. Perhaps you 
*know that coral is the work of tiny insects under 
the seas, and that it is the little cells or houses 
in which they live ? How can I make you fully 
understand the smallness of these coral-makers? 
You can hardly enter into the belief that one 
drop of water might Iwld fve hundred millions of 
them> They are far, far too small to be seen by 
your eye : and only by a powerful magnifying 
glass are tluw visible at all. Can you realize, or 
understand, how hundreds of xiiiles of beds of 
beautiful coral are found in the sea, so hard and 
strong that people can walk on it, and all formed 
by these marvellous inserts, or zoophytes. Can 
you not understand what David felt when he 
wrote that beautiful 107th Psalm, and the words, 
— “They that go down to t^ie sea in ships, that 
do business in great waters ; these sU the works of 
the Lord, and His wonders in the detpl' (V ers. 
23, 24.) Job knew something of the^woTE^ere of 
coral in his day (xxviii. 18), but wisdom 
it. Eze^el also mentions it as an article oAhe 
trade of Tyre and Syria, (xxvii. 16.) 

This beautiful and curious production, so 
highly prized as an oinament, is of many colours, 

^ E&euber^ See '‘Earths Riches;* Religious Tract 
Society. % 
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— black, pink, gr^cn, white, and yellow. How 
beautiful it must look under the water, with its , 

t 

various graceful shapes and forms ! For I must 
tell you that there are no less than one thousand * 
five hundred different kinds of coral insects 
known, and all make their cells of different 
shapes: some are like bushes, or gracefully 
. hanging trees ; others, like long and feathery 
grass, .etc. ,, 

Coral is found in many seaS; — frequently 
in the Mediterranean, Eed Sea, and Persian 
Gulf ; and it is eagerly sought for by the coral 
gatherers. I have no doubt you have often seen 
necklaces made from it : many little babies wear 
them. Perhaps you have a little sister, round 
whose tiny throat is often fastened a string of 
coral ? When you look at it you wilj now know 
more of coral than perhaps you did before, and 
value it as the worjc of these wonderful little 
* creatures, ‘ which lasts long after they have died 
and been succeeded by millions of others, as in- 
dust^ns in their turn in making this beautiful 
gepsT Other creatures — ^beasts, birds, and fishes 
,-^may delight us by their appearaupe, whilq 
they live, but when they are dead we soon forget 
them, for they have left nothing to remind us of 
them ; but these coral insects, whose beauty our 
eyes never saw, have left a lasting memcKfial of 
their patient industry. ' 
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Will you not leam a lessoli from them, dear 
,childfen ? How, even a child, smaH unlearned, 
and weak like yourselves, may he the means of 
Moing something which may last when you have 
passed for ever from ‘the earth. You can at least 
set a good example, by patience and obedience, 
to those placed above you. Save you no .little 
brothers and sisters to whom you can be kind 
and loving, and whom yjDU can talk to about 
Jesus 4he Saviour? Are there no poor little 
children near you, who cannot read, whom you 
might help to teach? Are there no poor hea- 
then, at home,*nd abroad, to whom you may 
now and then give a little of your money? 
Yes! there are all, — all these things'; and it 
only wants a willing heart and hand to make 
you, like a ^ittle coral insect, begin and cany 
on a work which may last for ever. Try, then, 
to do something for God at puce. 

• • 

• THE JACINTH on HYACINTH. 

This stone is of many colours : that kind^ijalled 
the hyacinth is of violet. It is supposed tint 
tjje stone^fdled ligure, one of those in tlie bre&t^ 
plate, was a sort of hyacinth. Another name 
for the jacinth is “jargon on diamonds.” It is 
generally found in the sands of rivers— chiefly 
in Ceyion. It is twice mentioned in the •Eevela- 
tion: first, iJono*K)f the visions, St John saw 



442 * PRECIOUS STONES OF*THE BIBLE. 

horsemen, having ^breastplates of fire, of jacinth, 
and of brimstone ^(Eev. ix. 17) ; and after'vfards,, 
again, it is mentioned as a foundation-stone of 
the Holy City. (Kev. xxi. 20.) 

THE PEARft. 

i 

WhO'^ has not heard of, or seen pearls ? Almost 
every child has, or at least an imitation of these 
lovely, pure gems. IJut how many know from 
whence they come, or by what they are formed 1 
They are found inside oysters, deep down in 
the cold waters of the ocean ; where poor men 
seek for them by^ diving among the oysters, 
which they bring up and examine. Many have 
no pearls' inside — others have been found which 
contained a hundred., But how do pearls get 
inside the oyster ? That is unkno^^n ; but it is 
generally thought to be a disease of the fisli. It 
takes seven years fqr them to grow in the shell ; 
so the divers'search in the same bed every seven 
years. They go down forty or fifty times a-day, 
tO'bjVig up the bags full of oysters. It is dan- 
gmbus work for them, poor men, — and holding 
their breath shortens their lives ; besi(les which, 
there are dangers in the sea, from a fish called 
the sawfish, — a dreadful creature, — which has 
sometimes been known to cijt the poor diver’s 
body in two. • Pearls are chiefly found «in the 
Persian Gulf, or near the Island oi Ceylon, and 
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the East Indies : formerly, mlny were found off 

•the coast of Scotland, hut f§w are discoVered 
there now. 

• In all ages pearls have been highly valued ; 
atid many curious,stories are told of celebrated 
ones. Perhaps you have heard of that wicked 
heathen queen, Cleopatra, wlio declared she 
would make a feast for the Eoman general she 
loved, which should cost more than dP50,000. 
She hdd two splendid pearl ear-rings, valued at 
i^52,()00 each : during the feast, she took off one, 
and dissolvqji, or melted, it in vinegar, and then 
drank oif the draught to his^liealth. The foolish 
queen’s other car-ring is said to have been taken 
to decorate an idol afterwards. 

Put I must tell you nww what the Bilde says 
of the peai|l. Jesus Christ Himself spoke of 
this gem: should we not therefore esteem it 
highl/ ? He compared the Gospel, or good news, , 
to tj^e “pearl of great price.” (See "Matthew xiii. 
45, 46.) Yes ! it is indeed a precious gift to us 
poor miserable sinners. As the i)earl defts\chil- 
dren, is formed from a disease in the oyster^ so 
has the ^idfepel been sent to compensate for the 
disease of sin in our hearts, by opening out the, 
means of attaining everlasting life tlnnugh Jesus 
Christ. 5ut the Gospel, like pearls, must be 
sought for, and earnestly desired : muth pains 
must be taken iff find it. Pearls are found in 
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the deepest waters^: so it is often through the 
deep Vaters of scjrrow that people must pass, • 
ere they find the pearls of the GospeL Pearls 
are often imitated. You could not tell, I dare* 
say, the difference "between a real one and an 
imitation, but a skilful pearl merchant could. 
There' are in the world many people who pretend 
to be holy and true believers, and the world is 
deceived by them; bvt Jesus can tell at once 
which' are His true pearls, and which aife not : 
and in the day when He makes up His jewels, 
the true gems will shine forth in His kingdom, 
while the false one;,s will be bnoken and scat- 
tered, as are false pearls. All other gems require 
cutting and polishing, before they are fit for 
setting as ornaments. , Hot so the pearl : it 
comes forth pure and beautiful, xe^dy for use. 
So does the Gospel : it needs no preparation of 
^ man to make it moiyj lovely ; it is ready to be 
received into ‘the heart at once, and adorn the. 
life for evermore. 

I tpld you of those other lovely stones, 
which make the foundation-walls of the heavenly 
city ; but what are the twelve gates, 'be-jt twelve 
,;pearls ? Each gate one , — Pleading into streets of 
j)urest gold, like glass ! Try to realize that 
glorious place, with its walls of jaspe^. and buil- 
dings of gold ; with its foundations of Jasper, 
sapphire, chalcedo^, emerald, fardonyx, sardius, 
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chrysolyte, beryf, topaz, chrysoprasus, jacinth, 

^ and ’amethyst ; with its gates of pear?, and 
streets of gold ! Without a temple, — for Jesus 
:is the Temple ; without sun or moon to shine in 
it, — ^for the glory of God and of the Lamb, is its 
light ! And better, far better than all, — in that 
Holy City there shall be nothing sinful or im- 
pure ; all will be love and haimony, all joy and 
peace. There all sicknes.^ and sorrow shall have 
fled away, all pain shall be ggne, and the tears 
which used to flow shall be for ever wiped from 
all faces ! 

Dear chilSreu, do you not desire to enter that 
New Jerusalem? Not, I hope, alone to see its 
glories, but that you may be with Jesus : that, 
after all, is what wiU ipake the great joy of 
heaven. T^e brightest, fairest, loveliest gems 
would not charm you after a time : for He alone 
is the ‘lasting light and lif$ of His people, and ^ 
, their joy. ' • 

Ttat you, my dear children, 'may be gems in 
the Saviour’s diadem, is my earnest,pra^?j* *for 
you ; and also that though we are unknown to 
^ach oth^on earth, we may all meet around 
^e Saviour’s throne, and see that which as yet, 
“eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered int^ the heart of man, the tilings which 
God hath prepared for those that love Him.” 

A k 
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“fflERE WE HAVE NO OONTINUING CITY.’ 


Brief life is here our portion, — ^brief sorrow,— short-lived 
care ; • 

The life that knows no ending — ^the tearless life — ^is there. 

0 happy retribution ! Short toil, eternal rest ; 

For nvortala and for sinners, a mansion with the blest. 

And now we fight tlfo liattle, but then we wear the crown 
Of full, and e% erlasting, and passionless renown. 

And now we watch and struggle, an(}, now we live and 
hope; 

And Zion in her anguish, with Babylon must cope. 

But He, whom now we trust in, shtdl then be soeii and 
known ; ^ 

And they that know and see Him shall have Him for 
their own, 

r 

% 

The morning shall awaken, the shadows shall decay,. = 
And each true-hearted servant shall shine as doth the day. 

■X- . 

There God, our King and portion, in fubiess of His grace, 
Sh*all we behold for ever, and worship face ^face. 

Ohl sweet and blessM country, the home of God’s elect T 
Oh ! sweet and blessed country, that eager hearts expect ! 

For thee, O dear^dcar country, mine eyes their vigilfj keep ; 
For very love beholdyg thy happy g^me, ^<hey weep. 
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The mention of thy glory is unction to the breast, 

• And medicine in sickness, and lore,^nd life, and rest. 

' • O one, — 0 only mansion ! O paradise of joy ! 

Where tears are ever badished, and smiles have no alloy. 

The Lamb is all thy splendour, the Crucified thy praise ; 
His laud and benediction thy ransomed people raise. 

With jaspei^ glow thy bulwarkf^ thy streets with enlferalda 
’ laze, ^ 

'' The sardius and the topaz unite in thee their rays ; 

Thine ageless lAralla are bonded with amethyst unpriced ; 
The saints build up the fabric, ahd the corner-stone is 
Christ. 

Thou hast no shore, fair ocean Thou hast no time, bright 
day ! 

Dear fountain of refreshme^it to pilgrims far away ! 

Upon the rock of ages they raised* thy holy, tow^r ; 

•Thin^ is the victor’s laurel, and thine the golden dower. 

Jerusalem the golden ! With milk and honey, blcsf,» 
Beneath thy contemplation, sing heart and voice opprejt. 

f know nor^h ! I know not, what joys await us there, — 
"Cviiat radiancy of glory, what bliss beyond compare I 

• 

They stand, ^lose walll of Zion, all jubilant with song, 
And l^Pight with many on angel, and ‘all the martyr 
throng. " * 
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The Prince is ever with them, the daylight is serene ; 

The ^stnies oi the \)leai^ are decked in glonoua sSieen. , 

There is the throne of David; and there, from care« 

f 

released. 

The shout of them that triumph, The song of them that 
, feast. 

And they, who with their Leader have conquered in the 
' fight, ^ 

For ever and for ev^ are clothed in robes of white*. 

Oh ’ sweet and blessM country, the home of* God’s elect ! 
Oh ! sweet and blessed country, that eagerfhearts expec. I 

t 

Jesu, in mercy brmg us to that dear land of rest ; 

Who art with God the Father and Spirit ever blest. 


Amen. 



QUESTIONS ON PEECIOUS STONES. 


Q. m For what are precious stones valued 1 

A, For ornaments, either for persons or things. 

Q. Who sent by his servant presents of j e wels 
to his son*8^i& 1 

A, Abraham. 

Q, What was adorned with precious stones ? 

A. The High Priest’s breastplate. 

Q. How many stones were there in the 
breastplate 1 

A. .Twelve: according Jo the twelve tribes.^ 
^ Q. Name them? 

A. Sardius, topaz, carbuncle, emerald, sap- 
phire, diamond, ligure, agate, amethyst,' befyl, 
onyx, and jasper. 

Q. is compared with a precious stone ?^ 

* A. Christ. , 

Q, Which is the first jewel mentioned in the 
Bible ? 

A, • Bdellium. 

Q. Was It a stone ? 


Gg 
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A. No. It is H hardened jaice which, when 
polished, was used as an ornament 

Q. Which i^'the first stone mentioiied in' 
Scripture? 

.4, Onyx (Gea ii 12.) 

Q. Who speaks of the pifecious onyx? 

Joh» 

Q. What did the ancients think the onyx 
might he used for, as well as an ornament ? 

A. A medicine. 

Q. Which is the hardest of precious stones? 

A. The diamond. 

Q. Where are diamonds obtained ? 

A. From mines. 

Q. What colours are diamonde? 

A. Black, white, and brown. 

Q. What can diamonds cut ? 

A. Glass. 

Q. Whose sin was said to be written 
the point of •a diamond? 

A. The sin of the people of Judah. 

jQ. fWhat ancient people traded in dia 
monds? 

A. The people of Tyre. 

Q. Who has the largest diamond in 
world ? 

A. The King of Portugal 

Q. What destroys diamonds ? 

A. Fire. 
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Q, Name hardest stofie next to the dia- 
mond? 

A. The sapphire: 

Q. What colour is it generally ? 

A- Blue. 

Q. Was it well known to the ancients ? 

A. Yes ; even in Job’s time. Ezekiel also 
speaks of it. 

Q. What effect has fi»e upon the sapjjiire? 

A. • It turns it white. » 

Q. What is lapis lazuli ? 

A. A kind of sapphire, found in very large 
quantities. ^ It somewhat resembles the blue 
sky and shining stars. 

Q Ib there anything about this in the Bible ? 

A. Yes. The elders ^of Israel who beheld 
• God, saw under His feet, as it were, the paved 
woik of a Sapphire stone,” Ezekiel also had a 
vision of the same kind. 

Q. Is there anything else mentioned in the^ 
BiUle about this stone ? 

A, Yes. It is one of the foundations of 
the Holy City. 

Q. ^\^re does J ob say the topaz comes #onj^ 

A, dithiopia. 

Q. What is the general colour of topaz, and 
what colour does fire make it ? * 

A^ Yellow. But fire turns it to violet, rose- 
colour, an(f white. 
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Q. What colout is the emelfeld? 

A. * Green. 

Q. Is it valuaUle? * 

A, Very.* It was one of the stones of Eden,^ 
and is referred to by Ezekiel. 

Q. To what colour is it tiltned by fire ? 

A, Blue. 

Q. Where was there the largest emerald in 
the wgrld ? 

A. In Peru. It was worshiped as an idol. 

Q. Wliat is there round about God’s throne ? 

A. A rainbow like an emerald. 

Q. What is the pther name fgr tRe sardius ? 

A. Euby. A rich red stone. 

Q, With what does Solomon compare rubies ? 

A. With wisdom, which is more precious. 

Q. What is beryl ? 

A. A light green stone. 

Q. Whose body is compared by Daniel with 

beryl? • . ^ ^ 

A. The body of the Lord Jesus. ’ 

Q. Of what was beiyl a foundation ? 

A, TheTIew Jerusalem. 

Qp Where in the Bible is the carb^mcle men^ 
tioned? ^ 

' A. In Ezekiel xxii. 13. It was also in 
Aaron’s breastplate. 

Q, I|ow mfiny kinds of jasper are ihexr^ ? 
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Q. Wliat do Some people think the jasper of 
the Bible means ? • 

A kind of diamond. * 

^ Q. Where was one kind of jasper found? 

A, ' Among the loose sands of the river of 
Egypt. 

Q. How does St. John describe the appear- 
ance of God ? 

A. “As a jasper and a sardine stone.” . 

Q. ^What does St. John say of the light of 
the New Jerusalem? 

A. That it was “ like a jasper stone, clear as 
crystal.” s ^ 

Q. What else does he say about the Holy City 
and this stone? 

A. Tliat the building, of the wall was of 
Jasper, and one of the foundations was of this 
stone. • 

Q. ."What colour is the amethyst ? 

A. Violet. 

• 0? What doe^ the word amethyst mean? 

A, Not intoxicating. Once it was thought 
that drinking from an amethyst cup prevented 
any intoxic^ing effect. • 

*Q. Epom whence is the word agate derived ? 
*A. From Achates, in SK*ily, where it is 
found in large quantities. 

Q. JWhaT does Isaiah say about agates ? 

A. That when God restore^ the Jews ii| the 
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* 

•* 

latter times, He will make the windows of their 
city of agates. ^ . * 

Q. Does the chrysoprasus melt*m the #te? 

A, No. It is a very hard stone. 

Q. Where are the chrysoprasus, chrysolite, 
and chalcedony mentioned in the Bible 'i 

A, • In Eev. xxi. 1 9, 20 : as foundations of the 
Holy City. 

Q. ^ What is the sardonyx ? 

A, A kind o^ cornelian. • 

Q. What is required to bring out its beauty 
of colour? 

A. Fire. r , ^ 

Q. What is coral ? 

A, The creation of millions of tiny insects, 
below the surface of the sea. 

Q. Where does Job speak of coral? « 

A. In chap, xxviii. 18. Ezekiel also alludes 
to coral as an articlqof trade of Tyre and Syria. 

Q. What is the ligure supposed to be ? ^ 

' - -4. A kind of jacinth, or hyacinth, of which 
there are many varieties. 

Q, Where is jacinth mentioned ? 

^ Ik. By St. John in the Eevelatioi^ 

Q. What are pearls ? 

A, A substance found inside oyster slisiills, ’ 
supposed to be produced by disease^of the fish. 

Q, fWith what did Jesus compare the gospel ? 

A* With a foafl of great pricef 
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Q, Does the ^pearl require polishing, like 
other ^ems, to bring out its beauties ? 

• A. No ; nothing is neede^J to bring oflt its 
perfection, ^ 

Q. What does St» John say of the gates of 
heaven ? ^ 

A, That they were made of twelve pearls. 


Jinis. 







